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FADE IH:

“Gone Quiet”

TEASER

INT. SITUATION ROCM - DAY

NANCY's working as LEOQ comes in.

LED
One day I'm gonna get called to the
Situation Reom and it’s gonna ke good
news, We’ll have discovered buried
treasure or it turns ocut there's life on
Andremeda and they think we’re doing a

good -“ob. When's that day gonna come,
Nancy, when’s that gonna happen.

WNANCY
Settle down.

LEC
What do you need.

NANCY
The Commander of the Pac Fleet has
informed us that he's lost ceontact with
the I35 Portland which is a Sea Wolf
class =zub.

_EC
What were their ocrders?

MANCY
They were on a close-1n a week ago and
they were supposed to report in yesterday
fourteen hundred. They were gonna surface
e periscepe depth and downlcad and
upload deterrence intelligence data.

LEC
Well they’'wve gone gquiet, they're a
submarine,

NANCY
(putting on the best face)
Sure. Mavhe.

LEO
Sut?

(CONTIRNUED)
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CONTINUED:

NANCY -
They usually call in and say they’'re
goling gquiet,

LEC
What are the other possibilities?

NANCY
That they’wve lost all power and they’re
drifting aimlessly in heostile waters.

LEO
What hostile waters?

BANCY
Yeah, the Portland’s in the Yellow Sea,
their last locaticn was 60 miles due west
of Seoul.

LEC
We haven’t heard from them and they’re in
Nortn Korea.

NANCY
Yeah. )

LEG
What do we have ready 1f we need to order
a massive and undetectable rescue
mission?

NANCY
We'wve put two DSEVs on alert from Ballast
Point, San Diego. Two C-141 Stariifters
are on alert as NAS North Island, ready
to pick up a rescue crew and fittings.
They' .1 meet up with two Past Attack
Seawolfs we have stationed off Japan—-
gach carrying 50 Tomahawks., They practice
for this all tThe time, bDHut we shouldn’t
cdo 1t, not yert.

LEO
Why not?

WANCY
'Cause I thinx they’'ve gone quiet,

LEC
You said they usually call.

(CONTINUED)



1 CONTINUED: (2]

BANCY
They usually do.

LEC
I've gotta tf£ell the President.

NANCY
The President’s gonna hit the panic
button, Lec, 1if the Pertland went guiet
it’s because somebody’s sitting on top of
‘em, these guys xnow what they’re deoing.

TRD
11l pe back,

LED exits and we
CuT TO!
2 INT. THE OVAL QOFFICE - DAY

CHARLIE' s packing a briefcase as BARTLZT locoks out the window
behind his desk.

BARTLET

The propellers aren’t going.
CHARLIE

Ko,
EARTLET

They «now I want To leave now?
CHARLIE

Yes sir,
SARTLET

The propellers arer’t gocing.

CEARLTE
Maybe they're saving Zuel.

BARTLET
Tnat makes sense. Also, therefs the
chance T could get hit getting on or off.

CHARLIE
(laughing a little to himsel )
Yeal .

BARTLET
MOusae me s

CCONTIRUED)
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CHARLIE

Si'r"".-'

BARTLET
You think I'm not tall enough te get hit

in the neck by the propellers on Marine
One?

CHARLTE
I thinrk Dikembe Mutombo isn’t tall encough
tc get hit in the neck by the propellers
cn Marine One.

BARTLET
1 duck when I get on that helicopter. And
I should too, it's Jjust good safety

sense,
CHARLIE

Yes sir.
BARTLET

Tney know I want to leave now?
CHARLIE

Yes sir.
BARTLET

Filing day, Charlie. Last toc get on the
Ballot in Wew Hampshire.

CHEARLIER
fes s1r.

BARTLET
And 1'm going myself. Ch I could send an
aide--

CHARLIE
But vou're going yourself?

BAETLET
T'm geing myself. Always have, always
will.

CHAELIE
There's nothing left to run for after
this.

SARTLET

ir encough. Always have, never will, Bul
mogoling myself, You know why?

o
’

T

(CONT ZHUED)
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(2) . é

CHAELIE

It's a statement about democracy?
BARTLET

It's a profcund statement about

democracy, are you mocking me?
CHARLTE

No sir.
BARTLET

And the thing before wasn’t a crack about
my height?

CHARILTE
Mo, veah it was.

LED COmes in--

LED
You all set to leave?
BARTLET
Yez I am. I'm going myself.
LEQ
It's a profound statement about
democracy.
BARTLET

It's not a proklem. I'm up, 1'm back, the
whole thing takes two hours.

LEO
I think it's great and I know how much
yvou leve doing it

BAETLET
I do leove doing it. Tbt'sz one of my all-
time favorite--

LED
You can’t go.
BARTLET
Why not?
LED

This 1= one of those things we've talked
about that scunds worse than it is
oecause of your inexperience with the
military. -

[CONTTMNOED)
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(2]

=sABRTLET
What 1is 1t?

LED
Gkay, the US55 Portiand iz a S5ea Weolf
class--or big nuclear--submarine.

EAETLET
Yeah,

LEQ
It has a crew of 137, is loaded down with
highly classified intelligence gathering
equipment, and is in the waters off North
Korea,

BARTLET
Fight.

LEC
We den't have it right now,

BAERTLET
What does we don't have it mean?

LED
Well as you know, with our ships, our
planes and our submarines, we keep in
pretty close touch with radar, socnar,
satellilites, radio, encrypted
messages...and we don't have the Portland
right now.

BARTLET
We den't have it,

P
—

We do not.

BARTLET
And they're in North Forea.

LEO

Yes. Last we neard.

(pause)
S0 we're gonna set up meetings in the
next few hours plus if anything happens T
don’t like people knowing you were
running feor election while the boat was
cuL there,

[CONTINUED)
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*‘l'- BEARTLET

- . No, I think T'1] go ahead and cancel that
trip, Leo, 1f only to stick arcund and
see how this sounds worse than it really
15,

LEO
I'1]1 stick around toc.

BARTLET
T think you will.

SMASH CUT TO:
MATN TITLES

END CF TEASER

~r
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FARDE TN;
INT. SITUATION ROOM - DAY

--as the door busts cpen and a fuming BARTLET comes in with
LEQ—=

BARTLET
Where's the damn submarine, Nancy?! I
don’t wanna hear "1 don't know,” I wannsa
hear how many pecple ars out there
swimmin’ around looking for it!

HNANCY
See, and I thought you were gonna panic,
s1r.

LED

Nancy, L happen to agree with the
President, who on military matters by the
way, 1s a lot smarter than you--

BARTLET
Shut up.
LEO
Yeak .
BARTLEL.
Fow long can the crew survive down Lhere?
MANCY
Well we don’t know what’s going on.
CEFICER
Iou want the worst case soenario?
BARTLET
fes,
QFFICER
Lf they're flooding it could he a matter
of hours,
BARTLET

How close are these guys to landfall?
AANCY

They' re about 40C0 vards off the southern
coast of Kaesong in Hasju Bav.

(CONTINUED)
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SARETLET
4000 vards, they get that clese?

NANCY

Yes =ir, they set a wire tap on a cable
in North Korea’'s ccastal operaticns zone,

BARTLET
4000 yards?
LEQ
Yeah.
BARTLET

Can they send a distress signal?

LEO

They can bhut they wen't iZ they think
they' 1]l be detected.

BARTLET

They would walt to send a distress signal
and risk their lives?

BANCY

Mr. Fresident, submariners understand

that if they sink it won't be a rescues,
1t’1ll be & recovery. They measure risk
and reward not just in terms of their own
Tives but in terms of naticnal interest.

BARTLZ
(pause]
Well that's great,

I asses=z the national
interest by the numkber of pecple alive
and neot dead. You have four hours bhelore
I order the Pacific Fleet intec Haeju Bav.

ALL
Thank you, Mr. Presicent/Thark vou,
sir/etoc,

LEQ fecllows BARTLET cut the door and into--

INT. CORRIDCR - CONTINUOUS

LEO
We need to weigh in with somebody at
State.
BARTLET
I agree.

(CONTINUED)
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They head

LEC

Yes,
BARTLET

ITs Peter still recovering?
LEO

Tes,

Up=-

INT. STAIRS - CONTINUOUS

BARTLET

A1l right, we’ll talk to scmeone else,
someone we trust,

LEOC
Yeah.
BEARTLET
Anyvbody bhut--
LEO
EAlbie Duncan.
EARTLET
Right, anvbody but him.
LED
Ho, I'm =zaying it’'s gotta be Albie
Cuncan.
BARTLET
Why?
LEC
'Cause he knows what he’s talking about,
=ARTLET
S does Peter.
LEQ
Feter’'s recovering from heart surgery.
BARTLET
Was it--I don't--was it sericus heart
surgery’?
LED

Wwe gotta meet with Albie.

(CONT INUED)
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BARTLET
He'=s gonna scold me. He's been at the
tate Department since Truman and he
thinks T'm a kid and he outranks me.

They walk into--

INT., CORRIDOR - CONTINUQUS

LEQ
You'll be fine.
BARTLET
I gotta tell him I leost a submarine.
LEC
Yeah.
BARTLET

Can I make something up like, "“Say, what
if a friend of mine hypothetically lost

a--"

LEO
We'll meet with him as scon as he can get
here,

BARTLET
Ering a copy of the Constitution, I wanna
show him I'm not scared.

BRUND comes along with CONNIE--

Why not.

BEUNG
Good morning.

LEO
Hey Brunc, hey Connie,

BARTLET
Bruno, could you devise a campailgn
strategy that involves beating the orap
out of Leo,

BRUNO ' CONNIE
Yeah,

BEUONG and CONNIE walx into--

INT. ROOSEVELT ROOM - CONTINUQUS

~-wnere SAM is waiting.

11.

({CONTINOEDR)
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BERUNO
Let's get started, where's Tcby?

ShlM
I think he's--

BRUNC
I don't care. These--

BRUKND dumps some campaign leaflets on the table--

ERUNO
-—are direct mail leaflets,
(holding one up)
“"Bartlet: Hepelessly Likeral”
lancther)
“"Bartlet: Super-Liberal”
(ancther)
“Bartlet: Likerzl, Libkeral, Likerzl®”

2l

These aren’t coming from our side, right?
BRUND

No.
=AM

You wart To run an ad?

ERUNO
The most dangercus time in an incumbent's
campalqn i1s before there’s opposition.

CONNIE
Flus the hearings are arcund the corncr.

ERLNO
There’s a stealth war going on. Leaflets,
fiyers, phone trees--

SAM
Who's financing i07?

BEUNOD
We don’t know, probably the insurance
~ckby, the gun lckby, energy--

CONNIE |
There are no repcrting reguirements for
this kind of thing. Tt’s like a silent,
deadly pathogen rising from the grass
roots.

(MORE )

(CONTINUEDR)
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(2}
CONNTIE (cont'd)
(pause)
Tt means micro-corganlisms that--

SAM
Thank you.
(to BRUNO)
What do you have in mind?

ERUNO
L bhlack and white phote of a rundown
z=rhecl., & veice over says something like,
“For too many children this is a typical
classroom. Kids ducking plaster when they
should bhe” what--

CONNIE
Reaching for the stars.

BRUNGC
“Republicans in Congress want ©o cut
aeducation to pay for more tax cuts for
the wealthy.” Then the picture dissolves
inte full color with the President 1n a
renovated classrecom. “Jed Bartlet's
fighting to rebuild crumbling schools.”

CONKIE
“Tired of holes in our schools and
leopholes for billionaires? Vote Bartlet.
For america.”

Hoalez 1n our schools?

CONNLE
ko .

-
1

Yean,

DM
Fow muclh is 1t gonna cost?

oy

ERUND
L million five for this one Eut 1in the
next thres montns 17711 reed & million for
new ads and airtime.
SAM
( Laughirneg)

Goodhye,

BRUNC
Kid--

PN T LEUED)
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(3} 7

SAM
Worx up an ad fer &0 bucks and a waffle
and we'll talk.

CONNIE
Sam--

SAM
We need that money in lowa in nine weeks,

CONNIE
We don't spend 1t now, we’re gonna have
proeblems in Towa.

SAM
We don't even know if there’s a
challenger yet.

CONNIE
And i1f there is one we want to scare him
off.

S AN
And you den’t think the best way to do
that is to keep the war chest intact?

BRUNO
Well you're talking abkout hard money.

SAM looks over at ERUNO--
SAM
(pause)
Teah, I'm talxking about hard money, what
are you talking about?
BERUNC picks up & leafletz, then tosses it down on the takle.

TOBY walxs 1n-—-

TORY
Excuse me--

SAM
Listen, Toby--

TOBY

Hang on. What does 105 millieon dollars
mean to you?

=Pt
What do you mean?

(CONTINUED)
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7 CONTINUED: {4) !

. TO3T

s I just got tippad that the new budget
will include an additicnal 105 millicn
dollars for the National Park Service and
that number means something and T can’t
remember what.

SAM
I den't know.

TORY
Anybody?

CONNIE
Mo,

SAM
Listen--

TOBY

Gimme a few minute=s, 1711 he b;ck.

TOBY exits into--

8 INT. CORRIDOR - CONTINUOUS
. --where GINCER's coming along--
TOBRY
Dees 105 miliien dellars mean anything to
YouT
GTNGE

I'm a simple girl, Taby,

TOBRY
Yes. Yes you are,

TORY cortinues into-—--
Y INT. COMMUNICATIONS BULLPEN - CONTINUQUS

TOBRY
Bonnie, a hundred and five million?

BONELE
My answoer hasn’t changed since the last
time you asked me.

C.J. comes in, as happy as she's ever pkeen, with a plece of
pAaper—-

(CONTINUDED)

Lo
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14,

C.J.
Toeby--
TOBY
C.J.--
C.J.
{suddenly)

"I'm...teo sexy for my shirt, tooc sexy
for =kirt, too sexy for the other

things!”
TOBY
What in God's name--
- L
He got the gquestion.
TCBY
Whe?
iz d.
The Majority Leader.
TORY
When?
CLd.

Last night, local news, Cleveland, Ohio,
Ch me=-oh, coh my-oh, oh Cleveland, Ohio,
he got the gquestion.

BONNIE
What's the question?

TOEY .
Why o you want teo be President?

BONNIE
And what’d he savy?

C.d.

{reading)
“The reason I would run, were I to run,
is T have a great belief in this country
as a country and in this people a=s a
people that go into making this country a
nation with the greatest natural '
resgurces and population cf peconle,
cducated people.”

(CONTINUED)
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5 CONTINUED: (2) 5
. C.J. then respectiully takes a giant imaginary turkey rifle
- ' and blows the guy out of a pend, complete with sound effect.
TOBY
I'1ll make sure we spread it around.
C.J.
(exliting)

"IT'm...toe sexy for my shoes, Loo sexy
for the blues, too sexy--"

TOBY
C.J.

C.d
Yeah.

TOBY

The new budget’s gonna have an additiconal
105 million for the National Park

Service. Does 105 million mean anything

to vou?
C.d.
No.
)
- Okay.
C.J.

Except it’'s the same amount as the budget
for the WNational Endowment for the Arts,.

TOBRY
Yazn,

Anc TOREY takes a step into his office belore the penny drops
and he turns arcund--

TOBY
Get me--
BONNIE
171l get ‘em on the phone.
cor T
10 INT. BABISH'S OFFICE -~ DAY 10

ABBEY's sitting in a chair, her foot in a cast. BABRISH cnters--

VCONTINUED)
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EABLISE
Why Dr. Bartlet.

ABBEY
Don't start with me Oliver.

BABISH
Start what?

ABBEY
Bll right, you wanna gimme grief about my
ankle, do 1t guickly and get it over with
50 wWe can move on with this rectal proke,

BARTSH
I don’t give you grief, Dr. Bartlet.

ABBEY
And don’t Dr. Bartlet me.

BABLSE
You know why I cal: you Dr. Bartlet?

ABBEY
Because I have a medical license?

BABISH
Because you have a medical license, and
because when 1 look at wvou, I think about
health. Goodness, what happened o your
ankle Dr., BartleL?

ASBEY
(baat)
I oroxe 1t. Ctherwise ['d De ramming 1t
Lp your--

BABIZ!
How did you hreak it,

AEBEY
It was in the newspapers, I'm sure you
read about it.

BABISH
I read Le Monde, was 1t in Le Monde?

ABEEY |
I don’t know, I denft speak French.

B&BISH
Fitvy.

13,
10

(CONTINUED)
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13,
(2] 10

ABEEY
I was hiking, Oliver, I was hiking. Are
you really that much an enemy of nature?

BABISH
Nature is to be protected from. Hature,
like a woman, will seduce you with its
sights and its scents-and its touch, and
then it breaks your ankle. Alsc like a
WOIRAT . '

NBBEY
What the hell kinda dates are you goin’
arn, Oliver?

BABTSH
I hear ya.

ABBEY
Yeah.

BABTSH

But here’s what I think vyvou shcould ac,
Dr. Bartlet, and I'm speaking to you as
Wnite Heouse Counsel to First Lady. I
think you should make a naticnal address,
Bricouraging women not to go hiking, or at
least not ask me to go with them.

LBBEY
Can we get to work?

BABTSH
Jonathan Hawkings, Nins Alva, Maurice
Elustein, Jessica MNording, do thess names
Medarn anyining to you’

ABREEY
Where’'d you get them?

BALRBTSH
The Democrats on Oversight.

ABREEY
Theyre on the witness list?

BARTSH
Yeah.

ABEEY

ITnose are some of the patients involved
in I'[".Jl_'l:'}_‘ﬂl:thE SULTS against e .

[CONTTINUED)
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(3} 10

SABISH -
How many have there been altogether,

ABBEEY
Four were immedlately dismissed as
nuisance suits. I went to trial on two
and won, and one was =ettled. It’as the
Yife of a doctor.

BABISH
From this witness list, it's becoming
clear to me what the President’s biggest
liability is gonna be,

LBREY
What ?

BABISH

Yo,

FADOE TO BLACK

EMND OF ACT ONE



21.

ACT TWO

FADE IN:
INT. MURAL ROCCM - DAY 11

TRWNY RICH, late 30s, 1s sitting and waiting. The door opens
and TOBY comes in and right away--

TOBY
Tawny=-

TAWNY
“"Throne,” hy Rain Billings, a
photographer frem North Dakecta whose werk
consizts of volaroids of his
dysfunctional family in the bathroom.

TOBY
Yo,

TAWNY
"One Horse-Two Horse” by Marc Moloney who
calls himself an installaticon artist.

TOBY
id your committee-—-—

TAWNY
What 1t i1s is two kbig screen TVs side by
side, one of them with foctage of klack
stallions running in reverse, the other
one showing The Godfather., “Slut” 13 a
one word poem by Jules Waltz., It's
stamped 1n scarlet on a wiece of 4C by 40
pblack canvas. Here's a woman who gets
naked, covers herself completely in
chocelate and sings, deoes that appeal to
VOU .

TOoBY
By and large T'm not wild about masicals.

TAWNY
They are all proiects funded by Qakenwood
during his chairmanship of the Endcowment.

TOBRY

You’re dissolving the kEndowment to give
nore money to MNational Parks?

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 11
TAWHY
"Hold the Lettuce.” Lydia Benedict’s two
bacon cheeseburgers were constructed from
pieces of burlap and Rottweiller dung,
it’'s not me, it's the committee I work
for.
TOBY
Look--
There’= a KNOCE at the door and SAM opens it--
: SAM
Excuse me. Hey Tawny.
TAWNY _
Sam, have you heard of Andrew Hawkins?
=AM
Ho.
TAWHNY
You funded his performance piece recently
which invelved him destroying all his
belongings outside a Starbucks in Haight
Ashbury.
S4M
I"ve done that a couple of times, I
didn’t know there was funding available.
TAWNY
Yeah.
AL
{to TOBY; .
Zcan I talk to you for-a second?
TOBY joins SAM out in--
INT. CORRIDOR -~ CONTINUQUS

12

5AM
What’s goin’ on?

TOoRY

Appropriation’s trying to eliminate the
NEA. What's goin' on in there?

=M
He thinks it's time to run ads.

(CONTINUED)
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TOBY
With what?

SAM
Scoft money,

TOBY _
A1l right, I'1ll be in when I can.

S5AM

23.

Ch, hey. You know what? The NEA, that’s

105 millien,

TOBY
Yeah,

TOBY goes back inside and SAM heads to the Roosevelt Room.

He's intercepted by C.J.--

ClJi
Sam.

S AN
Yeah.

) C.J.

Cid you hear?

SAM
What .

C.J.
The Majority Leader got the guestion
night,

SH4M
And?

. J. chokes herzelf with both hands--

SAM
et me the transcript.

[::'l-JI
Yeah, listen.

o AM
1"wve gotta get back in there.

c.J.
We'wve got an answer, right?

i

-
-

257

(CONT ZHUED)
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(2]

SAM
To what?

c.J.
If he's asked why he wants to be
President, we've got a good answer?

SAM
I'm sure we do, I've gotta get back in
there, :

24.

SAM goes back into the Rocsevelt Room...C.J. stands there

alone for a moment,

less conviction as she heads off...

C.d.
“1'm...too sexy for my things...”

INT. BABISH'S OFFICE - DAY

BABISH
Arlene Neilderlander,

ABBEY
She’s the wife of a patient upon whom I
performed a coronary artery by-pass
graft. She filed a wrongful death suit,
claiming he’d died as a result of
complicaticns due to surgery.

BABISH
Did he?

ARREY
He develcped an infecctieon like 2% of CABG
surgeries, in nia case, mediastinitis. He
was 74, diabetic, and the infection
spread to his liver. New York Supericr
Court Judge Nguyen dismissed the oase.
Oliver, draw a line for me from the
malpractice suits to the Committes's
investigation of the President.

BEABISH
It's an investigation of yvou too, Abbey,
You had prescriptions Zilled in your own
name which you administered daily te the
President--

then kegins singing to herself with a lot

CUT TO:

13

(CONTINUED)
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13

ABEBEY
That in 1tself--

BABISH
Hang on. You aren’t a medical expert, vyou
didn't keep records, you viclated medical
practices in three states and most
important you're his wife which is a
rviolation of the AMA's code of ethics.

ABBEY
And how is this the purview of House
Governmenl Reform and Oversight?

BABISH
It'= not.
LBEEY
(pause)

They don’t have a criminal case against
the President, dc they?

BABIEH

Mo,
ABBEY

But they can develop one against me.
BAETSH

Yeah.
ABBEY

ind in going after me they can paint the
Fresident.

BABILGH
Sure.
ABBEY
Distract him from governing, distract

public attention from the campaign.

EABTISH
Yeah.

ABEBEY
pause)
It was an infection. It was & liver
infection. '

BEAEISH
Should we keep going?

(CONTINUED)
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. ABBEY
_ (pause)
' Yeah.
CUT TO:
14 INT. ROOSEVELT ROOM - DAY 14
SAM
You know what we're talking about here?
BRONG
Sure,
SAM

(to CONNIE)
Lo you know what we're talking about
here?

BRIND
She knows what we're talking about.

SAM
I want to make sure Connie knows what
we're talking about.,

. ' COMNTE

I know what we’re talking about.

SAM
Firne,

CONNTE
Sam?

SAM
Yeaah,

COMMIE

Yoy know what we're talking about, right?

SAM
We're talking about unlimited,
unregulated money that can be raised in
staggering amounts,

CONMTE
Yes,

(CONTINUDED)
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ShM .
Understand, it’s not like there’s a law
that envisioned soft money, it’'s just
that there's no law that specifically
bans it. It's a leocphole =20 big you could
race the America’s Cup through it.

CONNTE
I really do know what we're talking
about.

S AM

How can the President cppose scoft money
one year and then take it the next?
Where’s he gonna be on campaign finance
reform tomorrow?

. BRUNC
Fxactly where he iz tecday. Leading the
charge against it. But in the meantime,
Congress and the TEC have been sitting on
their hanas. Is that our faulc?

CONKTFR
No. '

BRUNO
No. So now Bartlet’s supposed to ohey a

law thaet doesn't exist? Wnhat's next,
imaginary street signs?

SAM
Excuse me, but there’s such a thing as--

BRUNG
Whﬂt.

SAM
Thers’s =uch a thing as--

ERUNDG
What.

SAM
(pause}
Ckay, let’s z3it quietly for a moment.

BRUNO
Okay.

There’'s a long silence hefore--

(CONTINUED)
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SAM
Leadership by example, there's such a
thing as leadership by example,

BRUNC
Yes, it comes right before getting your
ass kicked in an election.

SAM

We're really talking abkbout this, huh?
ERUNC

Yes,
5AM

{pause-~then to CONNIE)
And vou understand what we're talk--

CONNIE
Yes.

ShM
{mause)
Toby's gonna be in here in a minute,

BRONG
GCood.

INT. OVAL OFFICE - DAY

EABRTLET and LED are sitting and waiting...

BARTLET
([mause)
Every single electicn,

LEC
Yeah,
EARTLET
Legislature. louse. Governor...
LEO
Yeah,
BARTLET
President.
LEO

Yeah. lt's a statement zkout democracy.

28,
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After a mement, LEQ, whe hasn’t been locking at BABRTLET, now
locks over to see his boss staring at him-—-

LEC
I'"ve heard it bhefore, T was just--

CHARLIE
(entering)
51r?

BARTLET
Is he here?

CHARLIE
Yes sir.

BARTLET
Okavy.
(to LEO)
It's a profound statement about
democracy.

ALBTE DUNCAN enteras--

ALERTE
Mr. President.

BARTLET
Good merning, Alkie.

ALEIE :
Good morning. Hello, Lec.

LEO
Good to see you, Alkie.

BARTLET
Can I get you anything?

ALBIE
No sir.

BARTLET
Some coffee, a soft drink?

LALBIE
No sir.

BARTLZT
Ckay.
(heat)
Okavy.
(MOERE;

{CONTINDED!
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BARTLET (cont'd)
I've asked you here, Albie, because vou
are the Rkssistant Secretary of State. And
I, of course, am the President.

ALEIE
(pausa)

- What hawve you done?

BARTLET
(te LEO)
You see right away.

LEOQ
Don't worry about i1t. Albie, the Pac
Fleet Commander’s informed us we’'wve lost
contact with the Portland,

ALBIE

The Portland’s a Sea Wolf class?
LED

Yeah.
ALBLIE

Where is_it?

BARTLET
Lake Gecrge.

LEC
Somewhere in Haeju Bay.

ALEBIE
You've lost a nuclear submarine in North
Korea, Mr, President.

BARTLET
Thanks, Albie, that much the National
Security Council has made clear to me.

ALBLE
vto LEO)
Is there a chance they’ve gone guiet?

LEG
Nancy thinks there is.

ALEIE
I'm assuming they didn’'t radio.

LEG
Mo,

(CONTZNUED)
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BARTLET
And if they were in trouble you see they
wouldn't send a distress signal ‘cause
they might be detected and submariners
have a different set of criteria when

dssessing risk versus reward.

LEQ
(pau=e)
He knows.

BARTLET
Okay, I"1ll just stand over here.

ALBTE
Where are we?

LED
The Fresident wants to give four hours
hefore a rescue. We're an hour into 1it.

ALBIE

Youfve got the pieces in place.
LEO

Yeah., Who do we talk to in the meantime?
ALETE

Nobody.
LEC

You sure’?
ALBIE

Yes.
LEC

We don’t talk to the North Eoreans?

ALEIE

And tell ‘em what, you've got CZasus
BEellil.

LEDO deoesn’t say anything. ..

BAETLET
Cause feor war. Little thing called Latin.
Albie, if we tell Maorth Korea we'wve
vioclated their waters i1t could he
interpreted as an act cf war?

(CONTINUED)
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ATBIE

It i1s an act of war.

BAETLET
Wefll tell ‘em it's not.

ALBTIE
It is. You've viclated internatiocnal law,
you've taken provocative action, at best
you'd be creating a crisis atmosphere and
North Korea's got the fourth largest army
in the world. 1968 the USS Pueble’s on an
intelligence missicn off the DPRE, Horth
Korea attacks with wvessels and a MiC Jet.
The BZ surviving crew are captured, held
and tortured for 11 months until we issue
an apelogy Ifor “"the grave acts of
espionage committed by the U.35, ship.” I
was there,

BARETLET
(pause--then to LEOQ)
‘Eay, can I taik to you alene for a
second?

LEO
Yeah.

They move to an alcove in Leo's aoffice. ..

BAETLET
fgquietly)
Let’s not call North Eorea just yet.
LED
o,
EARTLET
Leo, (ut feeling. Has thne boat gone
guiet?
LEO
Yeah.
[pause)

Trust the Captain, trust the crew.

BARTLZT
All rightz. Three more hours.

LED
L think nhe should stay.

CCONTIKUED,
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BARTLET .
Who?

LEO

Albie, He can talk us through some things
and if we need to start making calls
he'1ll be helpful.

BARTLET
Blsc he'll be good to have around for
morale ‘cause he’s Mr. Happy Fun Guy.

LEC
Look--

BEARTLET

Albie, 1'm gonna ask you to stay arcund
for a while.

ALERIE
Well then T'11 take that =oft drink now
if yvou've got it, Mr. President. A little
schwepps bitter lemon on ice with a

CHARLTE comes in--

twist.
BARTLET
(pause--then calling)
Charlie,
CHARLIE
Yes =1r.
BARTLET

Charlie could you have scmeons bring some
Schwepps kitter lemen and a copy of the
Constitutional order of successiorn,
please,

CHARLIE
Yes sir.

CHARLTE exits and we

FADE TO BLACK

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THEEE

INT. JOSH'S OFFICE - DAY

JOSH is in the middle of dictating a letter to DONNA--

JOSH
New paragraph. "As always, your
thoughtfulness 1s greatly appreciated.
Also appreciated was the visit to the
White House by some 50 of vour
constituents on bocard a bus chartered by
your office. Their complaints were
respectfully heard by my assistant, and I
regret that matters escalated to the
point where she felt 1t necessary to call
in the Park Police. Yeu'll ke happy to
know that their bus has been refueled and
that tne seniors are on their way home, -
each having keen allowed to keep their
security tags as a souvenir.,”

CONNA
Loak--

JOEH
“Signed--"

DONMNA
I was just--

JOEH

Do it

nocks on the open decr--

L.
Exocuse me.

JO5H
Hey .

CpJ.
You got a second?

JOSH

(o DONNA)

Type that.

34,
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JOS5H exits

DONMNA
Look, I was just--

JOSH
Type 1t!

DONMNA

May I use your computer.

JOSH
What's wrong with vours?

DOMNNA

One of them poured Wheatina on the
keyvboard.

JOSH
Go ahead.

with C.J. into--

INT. CORRIDOR - CONTINUQUS

JOSH
We had a little problem earlier. What's
up?

C.J. -
The Majority Leader got the guestion last
night.

JOEH
And just kept on digging. “We have the
greatest technology of any people of any
country in the world, aleng with the
greatest, not the greatest, but wvery
serious problems confronting our people
and I want Lo be President in order to
focus on these problems in a way that
uses the energy of cur pecple Lo move us
forward, basically.”

c.J.
Yes,

JOSH
It’s the hasically that makes it art.

C.J,
Listen, the best thing to do is to take a
step back. We can't be seen to ke
glocating.,

35.
16
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JOSH :
Sure, yeah, we do that when nobedy's
looking.
C.J.
Okay.
JOSH
Anything else?
C.d.
Mo.
JOSH
They poured Wheatina on her keyboard.
C.J.
Listen, how good 1is cur answer,
JOSH
Tt's good.
C.J.
EBeally?
JOSH
Yeah.
C.J.
What 1s 1it?
JOSH
(pause)

Do we have one?

c.J.
Josnh--
JOSH
I'm sure we have one.
C.dJ.
Will you check?
JOSE
Yes,
C.J.

Will you check ftoday?

JoeH
Yes.

36,
17
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.d.
Thank you.

Z.J. heads into her office. J253H stands there a moment before--

: JOSH
Okay. '
Then heads off as we
COT TC:
INT. MURAL RCCM - DAY 18
TAWHNY

No, the proklem is that Oakenwood thinks
that the missicon of the NELA 15 to

subsidize artists in this country.

TOBY
The mission 2f The NEA is to subsidize
artists in this country.

TAWNY
Ch then that's the prechlem.

TOoBY
In fact it's not to suksidize artists,

it’s te subsidize art.

TAWNY
Go ahead and explain that distinction in
Topeka.

TOBY

They’'re pretty bright in Topeka. None of
Lhe artizsts yvou menticned received any
direct money from the Endowment., Wnv?
Because the last time Republicans tried
Lo lose Lhe NELZ, nol thnree times ago, bDut
the last time, we got rid of the
individual grants.

TAWNY
Brnd your friend Oakenwood found a back
door by giving money directly to the
museums that put on--Toky, do you like
this stuff?

CCONTINUED)
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TOBY
Tawny, you'd need the Budweliser
Clydesdales to drag my ass to Picasso and
Monet. I'm not the guy you want deciding
this. And you’'re not the guy I want
deciding this., And I den’t know where you
get the idea that taxpayers shouldn't
have to pay for anything of which they
disapprove. Lots of ‘em don’t like tanks.
Even more don't like Congress.

There’'s a KNOCK at the door and 5&M sticks his head in--

| SAEM
Hi.

TAWNY
\to SAM)
Lisa Mulkerry, 28, specializes in placing
genitalia in anatomically incorrect--

TORY
FExouze us.

TAWNY
Sure,

TCBY and S5AM step into--
INT. CORRIDCR - CONTINUOUS

TOBY
Look, we can’t spend scoft money on a
primary ad anyway, so--

SAM
Mo, he's passing the maglc weords test.

TOBY
What magic words test?

oA
J.5. Supreme Court, Buckley v. Valeo, the
Court created a loophole by ruling that
campaign finance laws only apply to
communicatlions that in exXpress terms
advocate the election or defeat of a
clearly identified candidate for FPederal
cffice,

TORY looks around, then the twg of them walk intoc--

15

15
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BERUNDO
If you don't put Vote Bartlet in the ad
you can pay for it with unmarked bills
from a bank heist i1f you want.

CONNIE
And we should know. There’s also Footnote
24, where the Court said campaign finance
laws only apply to communications with
the terms, “wvote for,” “elect,”
“support,” “cast yeour ballot feor,” "Smith
for Congress,” “wote against,” “defeat,”
“reject” and that's it.

TOBY and S5AM are looking at her, wondering how she had that
lis5t on the tip of her tongue.

CONNIE
(beat)
T'm savant-:ike.

TOBY
Tf it deezan’t use those specific words?

. ‘ BRUNO

It's an i1ssue ad.

CONNLE
fou know what they say azbout money in
politics.

SAM
Na.

CONNIE

It's Iike watLer on pavemernt.

SAM
Why's it like water on pavemnent?

COMKIE
(heat)
That’'=s a good--

BRUNO
It finds every cracyk and crevice.

(CONTINULED)
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SAM
The =tandard oughta be does the ad try to
influence the outcome of the election, 1f
ac, you can’'t use scoft money period.
BRUNO
Well zippitty-doo-dah, Sam,
5AM
CXCUuse me?
. BEONG
That isn’t what the standard is and I
think we shcould run in the same election
as evervhody else.
o AM
(pause--then to CCNNIE)
You understand what we'’ re--
CORNIE
Yes, for the love of Godl!
S AN
([pause)
Toby?
TOBY
I've gotta go back in there. When T come
back, show me an ad without the magic
words,
TOBY exits and we--
CUT TG
INT. BABISH'S OFFICE - DAY 21
BABISH
¥rancils Pendlieton.
LBBEY
crank.
BABISH
This was the case you settled.
ABBEY
Yeah.
BABIZH

528,000 payeut from SVM Mutual.

(CONTINUEDR)
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ABBEY
Yeah.

BABIZH
Why didn’'t that come cut in the campaign?

ABBEY
There was a confidentiality clause.
Nobody would know that figure unless they
subpoenasd the Fendleton settlement

papers,

EABISH
They did.
[heat)
You performed an atrioventricular canal
repalr on-- '

ABBEY
Is there a deal to he made?

BAETSH lcoks up at her...

ABBEY
Is there?

(pause)
2liver, I raise my right hand, they're
halfway to where they want to bhe. Is
there a deal?

BABISH
I can't say they're guaranteed toc ke
interestead,

AZBEY
But they might be.

EnBIGH
If they thought putting you con the stand
was too big a risx. '

ASBEEY
Why would 1t be a risk for them?

BABISH
You know the story of the desperate man
who breaks inte the pharmacy to get
medicine for his wife?

ABBEY
A 1ife 13 saved, a window's broken.

(CCHNTTHNUED;
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INT. OVAL QFFICE - DAY

42,

(2] 21
BABIGH
Fight.
ABBEY
And I pay teo have it fixed.
BABISH
S0 they might be interested.
ABBEY
What would they want?
BABISH
At hest?
ABBEY
Start with at worst.
BAEISH
AT worst?
ARBEBEY
Yeah,
BABISH
Suspended jail sentence of 3 te 5 years.
ABBEY
All right, what's the cne right above
that.,
CUET ToO:

272

ALETE, with his Schwepns, 1= sitting with LEO. BARTLET's
trying To get some work done at his desk.

ALEIE
The UES Glomar. Top Secret Dehacle,
Projecl Jennifer. Glomar goes after
Clementine, the sunken Russian Colf. 3ix
feet a minute, that’s how fast we pulled
her up. Then all of a sudden-- blam--her
claw breaks in two, the Golf dangles
loose, one sub from another, steel
ripping off, evervthing we needed
including its nuclear missile, its
tranasmitters, code books, everything,
oone,

[pause)

U535 Gudgeon, 1937,

(MORE ]

(CONT LHNUED)



22

CONTINUED:

ALBIE (cont'd)
Eight Soviet ships caught her, kept her
cornered for four days. The oxvygen
depletion, migraines, fainting, you
couldn't cook, you couldn't light a
cigarette--

LEQ
They smoke in subs?

ALETE

They used to.

(pause)
The Oklahoma, the Hornet... the
Lexington, a CV-2, the US55 Wasp...

(beat)
The Wasp was a CV-7 oul in the Solomo
Islands-- '

Somewhere in here the two turn when they hear the rhythmic

THUMEING of BARTLET's head against his desktop...BARTLET looks
up to see them locking at him. ..

BARTLET
COh Ged, I'm sorry, am I =till here?

ALETE

You lest vyour beoat in the wrong part of
the world there, Mr. President.

BARTLET
I haven’'t locst the beat yet, Mr.
Secretary and I happen to be the only one
in the building who thinks we shcould be
sending the Fast Attack subs right now
and I'm 4an nour awav from gathering the
KSC and calling Japan.

ALBIE
(pause)
I'm sorry, T wasn't listening, T say you
lost your bBoat 1n the wrong part of the
world, Mr., President.

BLRTLET
Leg—-

LED
Albie--

(CCHNTINUED)
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BARTLET
It was a UN action, Mr. Secretary. 16

- countries were invelved in that police

action, Mr. Secretary, 33, 34,000
Americans dead, how come we're the only
ones still fighting, where'd everybody
go? '

ALEIE
Well Colombkia’s fighting a drug war.
Ethiopia's trying to feed itself.
Belgium, the Netherlands...well they have
cheese and chococlate to make, [ suppose.

There’s a KNOCK and CHARLIE steps in--

CHARLIE
Sir?

BEARTLET
Yeah.

CHARELIE
Jash .

EARTLET

Send him in.

JOS5H enters--

JOSH
Cood afterncon, sir.
RARTILET
Hey, Josh.
ALEBT=
Joshua.
JosE
ood afterncon, Mr. Secretary.,
(heat)

hnything geing on I should know about?

LEO
We’'re just catching up.

JOS5H
{ne understands)
This an wait for ancther time.

44,
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BARTLET.-
No, give it to me now, [ want a
distraction.

JO=H
No, that's all right, sir,

BARTLET
Cive 1t fto me.

JOEH
It's campaign related.

BAETLET
That's okay.

JOSH
Well the Majority Leader got the gquestion
last night.

LED
He tanked.

JOSH
Yeah, and we’'re starting to put together
an answer for when you get it.

BARTLET
The guestion,
JOSH _
Why do you wanna be President.
BAZTLET
I don't.
widoH

Well we’ll put that in the hepper and
show vou a drafu.

BAETLET
Good.

JSSH
Thank you, Mr. President.

JOSH exits--

45.
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BEARTLET
Leo?

LED
55 minutes,.

EMo OF ACT THREE

FADE

6.
22
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ACT FOUR

FADE IN:
INT. C.J.’5 OFFICE - DAY 23

JOSH 1s lying on the couch, C.J.'s at her desk, DONMNA's
sitting on the side. They're spit balling.

JOSH
This is a time of dizzying change and
proegreas around the world, I'm running
for re-election because I want to make
sure all our people can share in 21lst
century johs that--

C.Jd,
--70bs and industries we can’'t even
imagine today. Bring the benefits of new
medical adwvancements to all cur families-—-—

wid=SH
——and harness new technology and the
Internet as a force for faster economic
growth--

c.J.
——-petter education and a freer exchange
of ideas around the world.

JOSH
Yas,

I
There 1% 1is.

JOSH

lhat’s IZine.
Arcd DONNA glwves ‘em a raspherry. They both lock at her...

DOMNE
Hrm?

JOSH
You wanna say scomething?

CHOMM &
Mo,

(CONTINUED)
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JOSH
(Lo C.J.)
I thought it was--

DOMNA gives ‘em another raspberry

. JOSH
(to DONNA)
It's got crisp, commanding phrases, 1t's
got active verbs like "“harness,” it
paints a picture of the future--

DONNA
That’s why somebody wants to be
President? Medical research and the
Internet?

JOSH
che’s got a point.

C.J.
(pause)
Sometimes you get your face on a coin.

- J0SH
Okay, this shouldn’t be hard.

INT. MURAL ROOM -~ DAY

TOBY
You guys should charge money for this,
Tawny. You should sell tickets and charge
money and call it “"Journey Back to
Germany” where in 1237 they held a show
of degenerate art, vilifving art they
deemed sick, art that featured insclent
mockery of the divine, art that wasted
the taxes of Lthe German working people.

TAWNY

Well how much do you think we could get?
TOBRY

Look--
TAWNY

T think it’'s in incredibly bkad taste to
equate the .5, Congress with the Nazis.

43,
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. TORY
- Ma too!
TRWMNY
Toby-——
TORY

In Europe and Japan they’'re spending
between 1.5 and 3 killion on the arts,
Congress thinks 105 million is
indulgent?!

TAWHY
Yeg!

TCRY
There 1s a connecticn...betwesn the
progress of a scciety and progress in the
arts. The age of Percales was also the
age of Phidias. The age of Lorenzo de
Medici was alsc the age of Lecnardo da
Vinci., The age of Elizabeth was the age
of Shakespeare.

TAWNT
. _ Ain't none of these guys da Vinci or
. Shakespeare,

TOBY
SayE Wou.

TAWNY
Let’s wait till November, sec how many
voters agree with me,

TOoBY
National Parks?!

TAWNY
Naticnal Park seccurity.

And TAWNY just said the BU0 pound word...TOBY's stopped in his
tracks...then the wind comes out of his sails. ..

TOBRY
{pause)
Really?

TAWNY
Yeah.

(CCHNTINUED)
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TOBY
(pause)
The Parks are safe, Tawny, we spend a lot
of money on that. '

TAWNY
They could be safer.

TOBY
And the money for that could come frem
someplace else.

TAWNY
Like where?

TORY
Like. ..

TAWNY
New taxes?

TOBY
Yeah.
(pause)
What do vyou want?

TAWNY
Get rid of Cakenwood. We'll find the
money someplace else.

TOBY
Geb rid cof Cakernwood.

TAWHY
Yeal .

TOBY looks at her...locks down...it's over. ..

INT. BABISH'S OFFICE - DAY

ABREY
What 1f I agree to a suspension of my
license. I agree to a suspensiocon of my
license of the length of Jed's term. If
he serves a second term, it includes
those years too,

EABTEH
All rhree astates?

24
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ABEBEY
lew Hampshire, Massachusetts and New
York. I pay a fine. I pay a fine and the
viclation’s recorded in the
Practitioners’ Databank. And T resign
from all boards and corganizations. That
gives ‘em a clear win, right?

BABISH
teah.

LBBEY
What deo you think?

BABISHE
You're not my client,

ARBEY
Yeah, but I'm =zayin’--

BAZISH
It's not my job to protect vour medical
license.

: ABBEY
What do vou think?
SABISH
I think it’s gocd.
ABBEY
feah?
BABLSH -
Any White House Counsel would think it
Was Qood,
ARREY
Will you help me convince the President?
BAETSH
N,
ABEEY
Why?
SABTISH

‘Cause 1t stinks.

ABBLY
You Just said it was good.

(CONTINUED)
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BABISE

It stinks.
ABBEY

In a good way?
BAETSH

Mo,
ABBEY

Oliver--
BABISH

You broke scme laws, and quite frankly,
Rbbey, you should be ashamed of yourself,
but this investigatien isn't about that--

AERBEY
Look--

EABISH
——it's abpout the criminalization of
politics.
(beat )
An attempt to do in the hearing room what
they couldn’'t deo at the kballot box,

ABBEY
I understand, but we don't have the
Tuxury of--

BAETSH
Abkbey, stop eating fruit. Stop eating
vegetables. They're doing something bad
to you., Fruit and vegetables will seduce
vou., Like a woman. With their--

SEBRZY
Dliver--

BEABTISH
Truth isn't a luxury. You're gonna go in
there, you're gonna swear an oalh, you're
gonna get asked guestions, you're gonna
tell tne truth. It's the way you stand up
and say stop.

ABBREY
(pause)
You should be careful, Cliver. You keep
talking like a person they're gonna kick
vou cut of the bar.

(CONTINOED)
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. BLEISH
- I'"wve been kicked out of bars before.
ABBEY
I meant--
BABISH

I know what you meant.
(back to work)
Yrancis Pendleton.

CUT TO:

26 INT. ROOSEVELT ROCM - DAY 2%

: BREUNO
Okay, instead of "“Jed Bartlet’s fighting
toe rebulld crumbling schools,” we’ll make
it, "We're fighting teo rebuild crumbling
schools--"

CONNIE
-—and we've got a picture of the
FPresident on the =screen.

. BERUINO
. Yeah, and we change "“VWote Bartlet for
’ America’” to “Bartlet and the Democrats
for America.”™

SAM
You changed five words.

CORNTIE
Magic words.,

S4M
They' re not maglic.
CONMNIE
It'= an 1llu=ion.
SAM
lt’s a scam,
CONMIE
Yean,
TORY enters—-
TORY

‘ Where are we?

CCONTINUED)
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54,
26

o AM
Bruno and Cennie have managed to fight
their way out of the straight jacket of
our campaign finance laws.

BRUNO
It’s an issue ad.
SAM
It’=s a candidate ad with some words
changed.
CONNIE
Magic words.
SAM
Connie--
BROMND

T den't know any other way to fight fire,
Toby.

SAM

Why are you so bent on countering these
idiot leaflets.

BRUND
'Cause I'm tired of working feor
candidates who make me think I should be
embarrassed to believe what I believe,
Sam, T'm tired of getting ‘em elected, We
all need some therapy. 'Cause somebody
came along and said liberal means scft on
crime, soft on drugs, scoft on Communisam,
s=cft on defense and we’ll tax you pack to
the 3tone Age ‘cause people sheouldn’t
have to go te work if they don't want to.
And instead of saving Excuse me, you
right wing, reacticnary, xenophebic,
homophekic, anLi-choice, anti-education,
pro-gun, Leave 1t to Beaver trip back to
S5, we cowerecd in the corner and said,
Please don't hurt me. Ne more. I don’tu
care who's right, who's wrong, we're both
right, we're both wrong, let’s have two
parties, what do you say?

TOEBY
(pause;
1 agree.

(CONTINUED]



| .

26

CONTINUED:

(g}
L

(2) | 26

SAM

Toby--
TOBY

So let's stick to the spirit of the law.
SAM

The spirit of the law means no soft

money .
TOBY

Ko, I'm saying let’s do an issue ad. An
actual issue ad., Let's do a bunch. Health
care, Egual copportunity.

CONNIE
School construction.

. TORY

School construction. Does anyeone think
that raising awareness of crumbling
schools won't help us.

SAM
There’s actually a reasonable point
there, new polls see Republicans better
on educaticn with no kbasis for it,

BRUNO
The ad could spark a debate an the lssue
which would helo.

S48
And we run a parallel track in our free
medlia--

ERUKC
Yeal.

CONKIE

“hoross America our schools are
crumbling. Holes in the walls, kids
packed inteo trailers like sardines in a
can. :Half of fmerica’s=s schools are in
disrepair.”

ToBY
“"And when schools fall down, =0 Qo test
scores,” '

ERUNG
This isn't bad, T like this.

(CONTINUED)
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=AM
Yes,
BRIUNO
Why am I nervous?
SAM
It's not amoral.
BRUNO
Yes.,
SAM
Okay, “Across America, schools are
crumbpling=-*
CUT TO:
INT. OVAL OFFICE - DAY 27

A few QFFICERS and CIVILIANS are in the room now, along with
EARTLET and ALBTE. LEQ's gone,

ALBTE
..3Weeping Wonsan Harbor near Zin-Co

Island, turned to starboard, hit a mine--
pbam--sank. The USS Gurke, the Saint Paul,
the Irwin, a DD-7%4, the John W.
Thomason, which took 150 rounds of 107mm
air bursts from a shore battery at Hedo
Pando in 1953. The Manchester--

BARTLET
Okavy.

ALBIE
Beg vyvour pardon?

BAETLET
lt's time.

ALEBIE

You've still got ten minutes by my watch,
Mr. President.

BEARTLET
Yeah, we're going now.
ito an OFFICER)
What happens, you contact Pac Fleet.
Everybody’s getting up and heading out--

(CONTLNUED)
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OFFICEER.
Arid Pac Fleet contacts Ballas<= Foanc.

They head out into--

INT. CORRIDOR - CONTINUDUS

BARTLET
In San Diego, right?

GQFFICER $2
Yes s3ir, we've got a C-141 Starlifter at
Nerth Lsland, it’ll transport the DSRVs,

BARTLET
Tell me what they do.

OFFICER
They' !l submerge and approach Whiskey-3
and dock with it.

BARTLET
Whiskey-37

QFFICER #2
It's Portland’s code name.

OFFICER
Once they're secured, the rescue team’ll
blow cut the docking cellar and the

casurvivors'll exit through the forward

escape trunk in groups of 24,

They head inta--

INT. ANOTHER CORRIDOR - CONTINUQUS

EARETLET
How many trips will it taxe?

OFFTCER
Siw vtrips to off-load ‘em all.

BARTLET
What about injured?

CFFICER
There’ll be a medical team, but any
seriously injured’]ll be MedEvacked to
Tokyo,

They walk into--

57.
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. 30 INT. SITUATION ROOM ~ CONTINUOQUS i
BARTLET
Let’s go get ‘em, time’s up,
LEO
51r.
BARTLET
What .
OFFICER #3
We nave Whiskey-3-Charlie con sat high
M.
BAETLET
What does that mean?
LED
We have the Portland on satellite.
BARTLET
What does that mean?
LEO
. ) We have them.
‘. COMMAND (VO)

Whiskey-3-Charlie, this is Fac Fleet,
report your whiskey, over,

PORTLAND (VO)
Fac Fleet, Wniskey-3-Charlie, whiskey is
26.6 degrees north by 110 west. Went deen
and auieb to avolid close abocard contact
with LUDA-class destroyer. Mechanical
situaticn’'s at full-op.

COMMAND (VO)
Whiskey-2-Charlie, this i3 Pac Fleet,
roger all, happy hunting.

BEARTLET

811 right., Okay. There they are. See,
they went deep and guiet to avoid a close
aboard with a LUDA-class destroyer, What
vou gotta do in these situaticons 1s vyou
trust the captain, you trust the crew.

(Lo LEC)
Shut up.

.....

(CONTINUED)
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| LEO
Yes s1ir.
CUT TO:
INT. MRS. LANDINGHAM'S OFFICE - DAY 31
CHARLIE’s at his desk as BARTLET walks in...

BEARTLET
Hey.

CHARLTE
Good afternoon, sir.

. BARTLET
It got filed?
CHAELIE
Yes sir.
BARTLET
It got filed.
CHREELIE
Yes sir.
BARTLET -
S0 I'm cn the ballot in New Hampshire.
CHARLLE
Yeah.
BARTLET
Okay.

Clearly BARTLET wants tTo stick arcund and shoot the breeze. ..

SARTLET
ipause)
When Romans ran for the 0Ifice of Consul,
did T just see vou rcll vour eyes?

CHARLIE
No =sir.

BAETLET

They wore whitened togas to show their
intent. A bit silly, perhaps—-

CHARLLE
Pernaps.

(CONTIKDED)
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BARTLET walks into--

21

BARTLET
--but it was an act of perscnal
COMMlSS1ormn.

CHARLIE
Mr. President.

BARTLET
What .

CHARLIE
I know how much yvou like teo think of
yourself as a man of the pecple. Roman
references and all. But veou're the only
person who can launch our nuclear
weapons. You travel in a fully secured
perimeter. You rescue submarines, Maybe
it's time for i1t to be okay that an aide
delivers a piece of paper. While you’re
at it, mavbe balancing vour checkbook and
doing your taxes is something you could
farm out as well. History’'s given you a
bigger responsibility.’

- BARTLET
(beat)

You’ re pretty mouthy today.

CHARLIE
C.J."s waiting inside, sir.

INT. THE OVAL OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

32

C.Jd.'s waiting...

BARTLET

Hey.
O

Good afterncon, Mr. President.
BARTLET

Hey, do you duck wher you're getting an
Marine One?

C..T,

Mo sir.

BARTLET
Ckay.

(CONTINUZD)
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Should I7

SARTLET
I think the klades are high encough.

L.
The Majeority Leader gct the gquestion last
night.,

BARTLET
T heard.

N
He went to the zoo.

BARTLET
Yeah, Listen, I want you Lo go e4asy on
him, He’'s a consclentious and dedicated
guy, 1t's not an =asy Question.

~ -

(LT

Lan you answer it?

BARTLET
Wny do I want to be President?
.0,
Yeah.
BRRTLET
I"wve hegen Lhinking abkout it the last
cocuple of hours. I almost had it.

EXD OF SHOW

BLACROUT

In an effort to help fellow television writers further their careers,

Urban Insider (www.urbaninsider.com) is making this script available for
FREE !

of your way to help ancother writer further their career.
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All we ask in return is that,
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Good luck.



