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THE DEAD ZONE

" DESCENT"

TEASER
FADE | N:
EXT. CLEAVES M LLS - N CGHT
WALT and SARAH wal k hone after seeing a novie. It's a
rainy, romantic evening. Both seem bound and determ ned
to enjoy a rare date night.

SARAH

(not at all convincing)
That was good.

WALT
(not convi nced)
O kay.
SARAH
VWat? | likedit. It won't be

w nning Oscars, but it was a
di verting hour and a hal f.

WALT
We coul d've seen that Italian
film

SARAH

Oh no. Two hours of trying to
read dark subtitles on a dark

background? | hate that.

VWALT
Actually, 1'mthe one who hates
t hat .

SARAH

Fine. Next tinme, it's an | ngmar
Ber gman doubl e feature for you

They wal k along in silence for a nonent, but there's
tension. Walt senses sonething's wong but he can't put

his finger onit... but it's been out there for a few
weeks now, that feeling... he's enbarrassed, even afraid
to bring it up but he has to..
WALT
You gonna tell me what's going

on?

( CONTI NUED)



DEAD ZONE: DESCENT - TEASER - 10/11/02 PI NK 2.

CONTI NUED:

SARAH
Not hi ng' s goi ng on.

WALT
You pick a novie starring The
Rock for us to go to and you don't
t hi nk sonet hing's going on..

He stops and | ooks at her and then away... studying lights
of the village... this isn't easy for him..
WALT

O the dozens of other little
things. Like the surprise |lunch
dates in the mddl e of the week.
And wat ching an entire footbal
gane with nme and J-J...

SARAH
Wll, I'msorry. 1'Il try to
make nore tinme to ignore you both.

WALT
... At the same tine, the evening
phone calls with Johnny Smth
suddenly end. ..

SARAH
| had to marry a cop

She takes a beat to franme an expl anati on, an honest
di shonest one she can live wth.

SARAH
W're taking tine. Trying to
figure out how we fit into each
other's lives... or if we even
do.

WALT
Funny cause right now, it seens
to me you're trying awfully hard
to figure out how you fit into
our life.

And this is an achingly |ow nonent. Walt studies her..
and a dozen responses rush through her mnd in a fraction
of a second... including telling himthe whole truth..

but it's noot anyway because before she can answer, the
famliar buzz of his cell phone breaks the spell..

WALT
(into cell phone)
Banner man. Yeah? Yeah.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

WALT ( CONT' D)
['Il be there.

Walt hangs up his cell phone. He really didn't need an
interruption right now But he has a job to do.

WALT
You had to marry a cop.
Walt gives Sarah a kiss. It's a bit of an awkward nonent
for both of them
WALT
We're not done.
SARAH
(smles)
You' ve got a conversation

r ai ncheck

Walt gives Sarah the unbrella, puts the collar up on his
coat and runs into the rain. Sarah's light-hearted smle
f ades.

I NT. JOHNNY' S BASEMENT - NI GHT

Johnny is at work in his "Armgeddon Command Center."
He has the conputer on to a search engi ne about Sonny
Elliman... we can see his picture displayed..

JOHNNY
(readi ng)
'...becane an aide to Geg Stillson
followng a career in the
mlitary..." The mlitary, what
branch of the mlitary...?

Johnny catches hinsel f.

JOHNNY
kay... talking to nyself. That's
bad. Monol ogues. Vi sions of
Armageddon. (Cbsessive i nternet
searches. The trifecta of nental
heal t h war ni ng si gns.

Johnny sel f-consciously closes a half dozen w ndows on
his conputer...

JOHNNY
Sl eep woul d be good.

Johnny turns off his conputer. Hi s phone RINGS.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

He gl ances at the clock and frowns. [It's two in the
nor ni ng.

JOHNNY
(answering with his
caller i-d)
You're up late, Valt.
(listens for a beat)

| know exactly where it is. |I'm
on ny way.
(hangs up)

Johnny pulls a cloth cover over his bulletin board,
covering it fromprying eyes. Again, he can't hel p but
see the hunor in the way he's acting.

JOHNNY
And there's the paranoia.
Exiting...
JOHNNY
And I"'mstill talking to nyself.

EXT. CLEARING I N THE WOODS - NI GHT

The rain has stopped, but the om nous dark clouds prom se
nore to cone.

Walt's cruiser is parked next to an abandoned SUV on the
side of a rural road. Johnny joins Walt, using his cane
to bal ance on the | oose gravel surface. An older |oca
man in a filthy quilted jacket, EDGAR, searches the area
wi th two bayi ng bl oodhounds.

Several other squad cars are nearby and we can hear the
voi ces of people scouring the woods.

JOHNNY
(to Walt)
So when the dogs fail, you cal
me?
EDGAR

It's not their fault. They got
skunked the ot her day.

Walt's not in a joking nmood. And we may notice he's not
friendly good-ol d-boy Walt toward Johnny as he carries

the nmenory of his interrupted conversation with Sarah
during the early going here... until the job at hand takes
priority...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
WALT

This is TomH rsch's SUV. He
| eft the house this norning with

hi s brother Doug and their

girlfriends.

Johnny touches the driver's door handl e of the SUV, gets
not hi ng... noves back to the rear door and as he reaches
in and touches the latch... RAMP TO H S FACE and..

A VI SI ON - SAME LOCATI ON - DAY

Johnny stands observing as the four teens unload gear
fromthe rear of the vehicle. TOMH RSCH (18), a jock in

a Cleaves MIIls letterman jacket;
brother, fresh-faced and |i keabl e;

DOUG (16), Tom s younger
ERIN (17), Toms

girlfriend, a cheerl eader type; and KATE (16), Doug's
girlfriend, cute, smart, a serious student.

TOM

| used to cone out here years ago
when | was little... you're not
going to believe this place..

Laughing, Tomexits the SUV. Johnny spins just in tine

to |l et him pass.

Johnny turns to watch the four teens head off into the
woods, with Tom and Erin the ringl eaders and Doug and
Kate nore cautious. They're carrying a couple of six

packs, bl ankets, and flashlights.

EXT. ROADSI DE CLEARI NG - NI GHT
Johnny heads into the woods.

J OHNNY
Thi s way.

Walt and Edgar follow him

EXT. WOODS - N GHT

Johnny pauses to get his bearings..

the ground... and in

A SPLIT REALITY VI SION

reaches down to touch

the "ghosts" of the kids walk by in the woods...
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RESUME JOHNNY
Johnny | eads the way for the others..

And then, slowly appearing through a break in the trees..

ESTABLI SH THE H GHSM TH M NE

A looming rock ridge with a black gaping entrance.
D scarded machi nery, faded netal trespassing signs and a
broken chain fence ineffectually bar the entrance.

An appropriate nusic cue suggests strange and eerie things
i e ahead.

Johnny pauses as he considers the om nous sight. And we
don't have to see what he sees as he stares at it and
says --

JOHNNY
They went in. They haven't left.

Walt has never been here before..

WALT
This a coal m ne?

JOHNNY
Hi ghsm th Copper M ne.

WALT
You know t his place?

Johnny | ooks grim
JOHNNY
You coul d say that.
(beat)
| own it.
And on this, we...
FADE QUT.

END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE
FADE | N:
EXT. M NE ENTRANCE - NI GHT

As they nove up the hill toward the entrance..
J OHNNY
My grandfather owned it, ran it.
Copper pennies were still a staple
inthe thirties.
WALT
Did the vein run out?
J OHNNY
| guess. There were accidents.
(still checking walls)

| got into a |lot of trouble when
my dad caught nme up here with a
girl once...

Johnny regrets saying it as soon as it cones out of his
mout h because that girl was Sarah and Walt is no fool, he
can figure it out. The both decide to ignore the obvious.
Edgar noves to enter the mne, but his dogs refuse to go,
ki cking up a loud fuss. They seem scar ed.

EDGAR
Now t hey' re spooked.

VALT
(to Edgar)
Head back and tell Roscoe to cal
Terry Collier at County Search &
Rescue.

Edgar heads back the way they canme. Johnny and Walt
tentatively enter the abandoned m ne, WAlt shining a high
powered flashlight. A DRAFT OF WND fromthe depths of
the mne ruffles Johnny's hair. A VWH SPER seens to drift
past. It's alnost as though the mne i s BREATH NG

WALT
Tom Hirsch!  Anyone here?

Walt's voice echoes -- "Anybody here... here... here." --
but there's no human response. Walt frowns, looks to
Johnny as they nove inside..

| NT. M NE

As they nove in deeper, Johnny wal ks around the entrance,
touching the walls and support beans, trying to pick up

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
sonet hi ng on the ki ds.

Johnny touches a beam and. .

AGAIN IN A SPLIT REALITY VI SI ON

the ghostly four teens walk by him One of the girls,
Kat e, bal ances herself on the sanme beam Johnny j ust
t ouched.

DOUG
Oh man. This is just like the
| ndi ana Jones ride at Disney Land.

Tom puts his armaround Erin, trying to cop a feel. They
kiss. And their inmages di sappear..

JOHNNY

nmoves in the direction the kids were going... Wlt
follows... but as they take a few steps... Johnny suddenly
hears sonething odd... heavy, trudgi ng FOOTSTEPS com ng
toward them .. a lot of them dozens maybe... he reacts..

J OHNNY
You hear that?

WALT
Hear what ?

Johnny grabs the flashlight and shines it down the |eft
branch of a Y intersection of tunnels..
POV

Not hing there... and the light seens to halt the sound of
the trudging arny briefly...

RESUME

...but as he shines the light away fromthat tunnel, the
f oot st eps begin again... and now Johnny | ooks over to the
dark space in the tunnel without shining the |ight back
there... and reacts as he sees --

P.O V. - THE DARKNESS SEEMS TO BE MOVI NG

Sonmething is materializing. Johnny stares.

( CONTI NUED)

9A

10

11



11

12

DEAD ZONE: DESCENT - ACT ONE - 10/11/02 PI NK 9.

CONTI NUED:
ANGLE ON LEFT BRANCH THE DARKNESS HAS EYES.

PAI RS OF DI SEMBODI ED EYES seemto be drifting towards
Johnny. It's eery as hell.

And then ancient worklights strung along the shaft wall
GOoOwWinto life, revealing:

A LINE OF M NERS trudging out of the left fork. Bone-
weary. Dirty-faced. And, sonehow, silently accusing.

ANGLE ON RI GHT BRANCH: Si nmul t aneously, the TEENS go down
the right fork with a flashlight |eading the way. Their
LAUGHTER is in stark contrast to the mners' grimsilence.

ANGLE ON FORK: These two lines criss-cross each other in
an eery Busby Berkel ey-esque cascade of people entering
and exiting the mne shaft. Johnny stands stock-still in
t he m ddl e.

To Johnny's surprise, a grimfaced MNER with bright blue
eyes looks right at him This is ELI. And fromhis
expression, he doesn't |ike what he sees.

ELI
(noddi ng)
Mster Smth.

Eli wal ks by. A second young m ner, about 20, (STENGEL)
wWith a distinctive scar under his right eye glares at
Johnny as do the rest of the mners as they file past,
anger snoldering in their eyes.

RESUME SCENE
Johnny | ooks off bal ance for a second.

JOHNNY
This mne seens to know nme by
nane.

WALT
What's that supposed to nean?

J OHNNY
Wsh | knew.

Johnny notions for Walt to follow himdown the right fork
the path the kids took.

11

12
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I NT. M NE TUNNEL - RUBBLE PILE - N GHT

Johnny and Walt wal k until a huge pile of rubble bl ocks
their way.

WALT
Thi s cave-in | ooks recent.

Johnny | ooks up at the ceiling then bends down to touch
the rubble --

SIVASH VI SI ON:

reverse notion as all the rocks rain upwards to the
ceiling, as the kids scream scatter to cover, followed
by a flash of gas expl oding, Johnny's vision speeding him
to the cause of the flash... Tom about to light a joint...

RESUVE SCENE
Johnny reacts.

JOHNNY
Nat ural gas explosion. The kids're
alive but they' re separated.

Walt takes that in, realizing their job is only getting
nore difficult.

A sudden RUMBLE sends nore dirt and rocks raining down
fromthe ceiling. Johnny and Walt scranble to get out of
t he way.

WALT
That expl osi on probably
destabilized this whol e pl ace.

Johnny | ooks around the mne. He feels it |ooking back.
Again, it seens to BREATHE..

JOHNNY
Yeah. It's awake alright.
WALT
We gotta get Search and Rescue in

here.

VWalt tries his walkie-talkie, it's usel ess underground.
The two nen reluctantly head out of the mne. Johnny
pauses as he sees seventy-five year old nessage carved
into a wod beam It says: DEATH TO JOHN SMTH. Of
Vlt's reaction...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 15
JOHNNY
My grandfather's name was John
Sm t h.
EXT. RESCUE STAG NG AREA - DAWN 16

Johnny and Walt energe fromthe woods. The gravel parking
ot is now swarmng with activity. The SEARCH AND RESCUE
TEAM i s unloading their gear froma yell ow County EMI
truck.

COLLI ER
Sheriff?
TERRY COLLI ER, head of the Search & Rescue team is md-
forties, lean and hard... he's been in sone tough
scrapes... (think Robert Shaw in "Jaws")...
WALT
Four teenagers. Two nmale, two
femal e.
COLLI ER

And a six pack |I'd bet.

WALT
John Smth. Terry Collier, Search
and Rescue.

COLLI ER
(studi es himcuriously)
John Smth, yeah, heard about
you. The old man John Smith cl osed
this mne after the big cave-in
of '49.

J OHNNY
| was naned for him

Wth an inport --

COLLI ER
You know, they wote songs about
t hat day.
(of f Johnny's curious
reaction)

Don't suppose they ever sang them
at your house.

(to Walt)
| knew sone of the kids who | ost
fathers down in there.

( CONTI NUED)
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16 CONTI NUED:

WALT
You got gas pockets down there..
unstabl e ceilings...

COLLI ER

They' ve been bl asting the east
face for Sunbird' s new ski trails
and this rain's probably nmade the
whol e pl ace unst abl e.

(to his nen)
Let's put up some tenp supports.
W' re gonna need hel nets, clinbing
harnesses, lights and a portable
gas nonitor

Collier's men get busy collecting their gear. GENE PURDY
noves over

PURDY
There are sonme very worried parents
waiting for any kind of news at
all ...

WALT
(to Johnny)
You mind talking to then? 1']
give Collier a hand..

Johnny acknowl edges and noves off with Purdy...

MOVI NG W TH JOHNNY AND PURDY

PURDY
|'ve arranged to bring portable
heaters, food and coffee for
everyone... when the reporters
get here, I'll have our people
give themregul ar briefings so
you and Walt don't have to worry
about them ..

This is a lot of time, noney and effort Purdy is putting

together... and it surprises Johnny a little..

JOHNNY

The Faith Heritage Alliance in

action. ..
PURDY

| prom sed you ny support, didn't

| ?
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 2) 16

PURDY ( CONT' D)
The truth is when anything |ike
this hits our community, we're
often the first relief on the
scene... |I've known a | ot of these
fol ks for years...

They reach the distraught famlies and friends of the
| ost teens... who | ook with desperate eyes... hoping
agai nst hope for good news...

PURDY
Johnny, this is Samand Marie
Hirsch... Tom and Doug's parents..

And this happens very fast: as Sam shake hands wi th Johnny,
Johnny gets a --

FLASH - OF DOUG HI RSCH ( YOUNGER BROTHER) - TRAPPED IN THE 17
M NE
| ost and wandering in the darkness, hungry, cold, and
conpletely disoriented fromthe |lack of light...
RESUME 18
PURDY ( CONT' D)
Paul and Dorothy Sal kowe, Erin's

mom and dad. .

He shakes hands with Paul Sal kowe and gets a --

FLASH - OF ERIN AND TOM HI RSCH 19
huddl ed cl ose together in the dark cavern... she's tending

to his wounded armw th a makeshi ft bandage. .

RESUME 20

PURDY ( CONT' D)
...and Maggi e Tyner, Kate's nom..

She shakes Johnny's hand and we see --

FLASH - KATE 21

Kate, not wearing a heavy jacket, is in a tunnel filling
up with water and she's shivering and cold..
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22 RESUME

PURDY ( CONT' D)
| think you' ve all heard of Johnny
Smth. He has sone very
encouragi ng news to report.

JOHNNY
There was a cave-in and they're
trapped but | don't believe any
of them were seriously injured.

Rel i ef sweeps across the faces...

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
We don't know exactly where they
are yet...

PURDY
The rescue teamis preparing to
go i n now.

MR. HI RSCH
But if they don't know where they
are. ..

JOHNNY
| think I can help the search
teanms find them

MRS. TYNER
My Kate, she didn't want to take
her winter jacket. She was mad |
woul dn't buy her a new one. W
had a big fight when she was
| eavi ng. . .

She begins to cry and this could be a long story. Purdy
taking charge, to free Johnny, conforts her..

PURDY

Maggie, I'msure the Sheriff and
M. Smith are doing everything in
their power to find her. But if
they're going to have success, we
need to |l et them go about their
busi ness now. Thank-you, Johnny.

(l eading the parents

away)
|"ve got sone volunteers setting
up a tent where you can stay warm
and dry while...

But he's interrupted as one parent turns back to Johnny...

( CONTI NUED)
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MR. HI RSCH
M. Smth. Just tell us that our
children are going to get out
okay.

Johnny doesn't know, hasn't seen that future, at |east
not yet. All he can say is:

JOHNNY
W'll try to reach them as soon
as possi bl e.

The famlies nove away with Purdy as Johnny considers
their pain for a beat...

DANA (O.S.)
Amazi ng what a decent guy he can
be soneti nes.

He turns to see her... (and for the actors: Johnny hasn't
been calling Dana for dates for a couple of weeks now so
there's a vague subtext here but it's not sonething they
woul d address under these circunstances.)

JOHNNY
Yeah, | was just thinking the
sane thing...

DANA

| al nost believe it has nothing
to do with those personal liability
| awers - all six of them -
meeting at Alliance Headquarters
ri ght now.

(off his reaction)
This mne was part of the Vera
Smith Trust willed to Faith
Herit age.

JOHNNY
He's worried about bei ng sued.

DANA
The airline conpany is always
your best friend after the plane
goes down.

Dana sees how exhausted Johnny is.

DANA ( CONT' D)
You okay?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

JOHNNY
Yeah. | just saw sone things ..
in the m ne.

DANA

(concer ned)
About the kids...?

JOHNNY
No. Froma long tinme ago.
(beat)
The m ne was one of those things
we never nentioned around the
tabl e when ny grandfather cane to

Sunday ni ght dinners. | knew
sone nmners died in there... but
sonehow | knew not to ask
guestions. ..

DANA

What'd you'd see in there...?

JOHNNY
(beat)
Just think nmaybe it's tinme | asked
sone of those questions | never
asked at supper.

DANA
"1l check out the history. County
records. See what | can find.

J OHNNY
Thanks.

DANA
Anything for a friend.

And that's not just a throwaway, it's a rem nder. He
gets the nessage, nods.

NEW ANGLE W TH WALT - EXT. M NE ENTRANCE

who is toting cables and what-not toward the opening of
the mne. He is already dirty and sweaty but dedi cated
as he turns to see Sarah noving beside him..

SARAH
Hey... | thought you m ght |ike
some hot coffee. O course that
was before | cane and saw Reverend
Purdy had noved the county fair
up here...

( CONTI NUED)
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WALT
Thanks, I'Il take your coffee
over his any day.

She pours it for him..

SARAH
It's scary in there, huh?
(walt grins, shrugs)
| was up here once when | was
t hese kids' age...

Whi ch echoes back for Walt to Johnny's |ine about his dad
catching himup here with a girl....

WALT
(coveri ng)
Yeah?

Johnny noves over... thin |layer of tension between them
all ...

J OHNNY
Hey, Sarabh.

SARAH
Johnny.
(beat to fill dead
air)
Want some cof fee?
J OHNNY

Thanks anyway. The caffei ne makes
the visions run at fast forward.

Movi ng over --

COLLI ER
W' re about ready, Walt.

Walt acknow edges. Kisses Sarah on the cheek... Johnny
and Walt nove toward the opening..

SARAH
Hey.

They both stop and turn...

SARAH
Be careful in there.

The two nen in her life nod an acknow edgenent and

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT ONE - 10/11/02 PINK

di sappear into the darkness...

END OF ACT ONE

18.

FADE QUT.
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ACT TWO
FADE | N:
I NT. M NE TUNNELS - DAY

Johnny, Walt, Collier, and the two RESCUE TEAM MEMBERS
search the mnes. They're deeper in, followng the rails
of an old mning cart track. Flashlights, |lanterns, and
hel met lights are the only source of illumnation. A

VI SION voice yells in his ear, scaring the shit out of
him ..

RAMP TO HI S FACE. ..
Sound only:

M NER S VO CE
Fire in the hol e!

Johnny hears a huge expl osion that seens to ROCK the mi ne
for him Johnny struggles to keep his bal ance. .

RESUME

VWALT
You okay?

JOHNNY
Yeah. Just wal ki ng on sone ol d
footsteps in here..

COLLI ER
(casual throwaway,
not even | ooki ng at
Johnny)
More |ike wal king on a graveyard.

Johnny takes off his helnmet and wi pes off his forehead.
They' ve been at this a while.

COLLI ER
(to his team

| need this post reinforced before
we go any further.

Collier taps the helnmet in Johnny's hand.
COLLI ER
Wear it. | don't intend to |et
this mne take any nore soul s.
As Collier's nmen put on protective headgear, working
qui ckly to reinforce the beam the others take a break.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 26
Johnny sits down on the rail... and as he does, he hears

a SQUEAK. It sounds like fingernails on a bl ackboard.

He turns his flashlight up the rail toward the sound..

ANGLE 27

Suddenly, out of the darkness an ore cart conmes BARRELLI NG
down the rail straight for them..

Johnny st ands. ..

JOHNNY
Look out!
He's a dead man. But the ore cart runs right through him
and flickers away... it was only a vision..
ANGLE - WALT, COLLI ER AND THE RESCUE TEAM 28
stare at Johnny... who's enbarrassed... tries to explain..
JOHNNY

A vision. Fromthe past. dd
ore cart com ng down the...

Johnny gl ances up at Collier's nmen who are still working
to stabilize the beans... reacts as he sees --
JOHNNY' S POV - COLLIER S MEN - SLOW MOTI ON 29

Their faces are covered with protective gear. But their
EYES ARE UNM STAKABLY THE EYES OF THE M NERS (One shoul d
be Stengel, with the distinctive scar below the eye).
Accusi ng. Hating.

RESUME NORMAL SPEED 30

J OHNNY
...tracks.

...as Collier's nmen go back to work. ..
WALT
Maybe you'd be better off up top,

this time. You' ve al ready done
nor e than enough. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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COLLI ER
(re: the cane)
The terrain's gonna get tougher
on that |eg too.

J OHNNY
|'mhere "til we find them

COLLI ER
Suit yourself.
(to his nen)
We about ready to nove on?

W hear the famliar SQUEAK -- as of fingernails on a
bl ackboard... Johnny reacts, another vision... but this
time Collier and Walt hear it too..
COLLI ER
What's that?
J OHNNY
You hear that?
WALT
A squeak like...
J OHNNY
It wasn't the past...
COLLI ER
What. .. ?
J OHNNY
It wasn't the past! Get out of
the way...!

ANGLE

Over the last line, A METAL ORE CART barrels at Johnny
just as before. Ceiling-high SPARKS fly fromits wheels.

The workers barely clear the tracks as the cart ZOOMVS
past and SMASHES into the dead end wall.

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
(beat, finishing the
t hought)
It was the future.

WALT
Must not have been secured.

( CONTI NUED)
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30  CONTINUED: (2)

JOHNNY
(curious)
And it just happened to fal
today... after fifty years...?

COLLI ER
Al'l our hammering nust've shaken
it loose is all.
(gl ances at Johnny)
O maybe the m ne just doesn't
i ke you, son!

He | aughs deep in his chest... trudges forward... Johnny
gl ances at Walt...

31 | NT. LADDER | N ELEVATOR SHAFT

As they clinb down... (note: renenber Quint's nonol ogue
about the USS I|Indianappolis and the shark attack in Jaws?
This is Collier's version.)

JOHNNY
How many died here, Collier?
Before they shut down the m ne?

COLLI ER

One here, one there... over the
years... union had been after
John Smth on safety protocols
for years...

(beat)
But then, in March of forty-nine..
well, they were trying for a new
production record... Thirty-one

mners - over tw ce the usua
crew nunber - were in the Four
Cross Cut North section. At about
ei ght that night, fire broke out.
In a matter of m nutes, snoke and
| et hal gases had filled the whole
section.

(beat)
The mners tried to break through
a wall but water flooded the
haul ageway. They were trapped.
Only one choice for each nman:
deat h by drowni ng or poison gas.
Twent y-one went under the water.
Ni ne died from burning |ungs.

( CONTI NUED)
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COLLI ER
The mne let one go to tell the
story. Mt himonce or tw ce.
Nanmed Stengel. Like the basebal
manager. Used to live over in
Trinbul | .

ANGLE

Suddenly, A HUGE COLONY OF BATS EXPLODES AT THEM from a
hi dden hol e, disturbed by the Iight. Johnny and Walt,
along with the other rescue workers, are literally pelted
with bats and in the fracas, Johnny drops and | oses his
cane (as the show continues, his leg will show fatigue)
The nmen SHOUT and wave the bats away.

But in the flurry, Johnny waves off a bat and gets..

AN EERI E COLORLESS BAT POV VI SI ON:

A lightning-fast bat's aerial P.O V. zips deeper into the
tunnel s. ..

We SWOOP through the tunnels in a dizzyingly fast

conti nuous shot, w nding down through a hole, whooshing

t hrough a tunnel, diving dowm a shaft, and finally com ng
to...

I NT. M NE SHAFT (VISION) - DAY
Tom and Erin are huddl ed cl ose together, exhausted and
afraid as they wait for rescue. As the bat P. QO V. heads
straight for them they start frantically swatting at the
bats. The vision ends as..
RESUMVE JOHNNY - BACK WHERE THE BAT CAM STARTED
reacts. ..
JOHNNY
Thi s way.
I NT. M NE SHAFT - DAY
The kids are in exactly the sane position as they were in
Johnny's vision. But, now we see that they're at the

bottom of a crevice. Tom has his shirt wapped around
his burnt arm

( CONTI NUED)
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WALT (O S.)
(cal l'ing)
Ton? Erin? Can you hear us?

The kids | ook up and see Wlt and Johnny at the lip of
t he crevice.

ERI N
W' re down herel

They nove to her and immedi ately tend to their inmmediate
physi cal needs, wrapping her in a blanket, checking Tom s
bur ns.

ERI N
W ran fromthe cave-in and then
we were falling.

TOM
(1 ooki ng around)
Did you find Doug and Kate?

J OHNNY
Not vyet.

ERI N
It's our fault. They didn't wanna
cone.

COLLI ER

(to his nen)
Ckay, get these two to the
surface... maybe the others aren't
too far away..

As the nmen help the two kids clinb out...

COLLI ER, WALT AND JOHNNY 36

nove deeper into the mne... turn into --

A NEW COMPARTMENT
t hat seens to BREATHE agai n..
WALT

(to Johnny)
Anyt hi ng?

( CONTI NUED)
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36 CONTI NUED: 36
ANGLE ON JOHNNY

Johnny touches the walls... Ranp to his face as Voices
WH SPER to him easing from conversational to accusatory.

M NER S VO CES
Morning, M. Smth... D e John
Smth... Blood for blood, M.
Smth. ..
A dark heavy drop DRIPS down on his face fromthe ceiling.
Johnny wi pes it away and | ooks at his hand..
37 CLOSE ON JOHNNY' S HAND: I T'S SMEARED W TH BLOOD. 37
More bl ood drips down onto his face fromthe ceiling.
Johnny | ooks around. There's blood trickling down from
several cracks in the ceiling.
38 RESUMVE JOHNNY AS BEFORE 38
He snaps out of the vision.
And a DROP DRIPS on his face.

Wth a horrifying sense of prenonition, he wi pes his face.

CLOSE ON JOHNNY' S HAND - -

H's hand is wet and, although it's reddish, the liquidis
just water. Dirty water.

J OHNNY
Wat er. ..

Johnny | ooks up and sees the ceiling dripping.
JOHNNY
(softly)
W need to get out of here.

Walt and Collier spot the new | eaks fromthe ceiling.
There is a soft om nous CRACK

They start to run..

38A ANGLE - SLO MO - DOMWN THE TUNNEL 38A

as the ceiling collapses behind them.. water filling the

( CONTI NUED)
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tunnel, a thunderous WALL OF WATER sweepi ng toward them ..

RESUVE NORMAL SPEED
COLLI ER
Clip onto sonething and hang on!
Wait for it to drain!
He clips his harness to a pipe..
JOHNNY AND WALT

try to do the sanme but they're not quite as expert...

JOHNNY' S CLI P

attaches to sonething just as..

THE WATER
reaches them .. sweeping Walt away who hasn't | ocked in

yet... Johnny grabs his hand and holds on for dear life
as the water cascades over them..

ANGLE ON: FARTHER DOWN THE TUNNEL.

The water rushes into an old mne shaft turning the end
of the tunnel into a deadly waterfall. And this al
happens very fast:

UNDERWATER - AS THE RAG NG TORRENT OF WATER

pulls at them..

UNDERWATER - WALT HOLDS ON TO JOHNNY

Their eyes neet as they hold their breath..

UNDERWATER - COCLLI ER

steels hinmself trying to hold on... but... reacts as he
sees. ..

38A

38B
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UNDERWATER - COLLIER S CLIP

The pipe is comng apart at a seamfromthe water
pressure. ..

UNDERWATER - COLLI ER EYES

react, look to...

UNDERWATER - JOHNNY
who watches in horror as..
UNDERWATER - JOHNNY' S POV

as he hangs on to Walt, Collier is swept away, sucked
down into the water into the darkness..

| NT. TUNNEL
as the water finally drains... they gasp for air... Walt
is able to hold onto a rock now... | ooks behind him..

WALT
VWhere's Collier?

J OHNNY
He's gone.

Johnny exchanges a |l ook with Walt.

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
FADE | N:
EXT. STAG NG AREA/ M NE ENTRANCE - DAY
The ot her rescue workers have returned with Tom and Erin

who are reuniting with their parents as they' re noved
into anbul ances... there are nore reporters now, Dana

anong them photographers and caneranen taking pictures..

asking questions like 'did you see the other two?', 'what
was it |like down there?, 'were you scared? ... as the
anbul ances cl ose and drive off... nove to find --

SARAH

cupping a warmcup of coffee in her hands staring at the
entrance to the mne, worried, and hoping to see sone
sign of Walt and Johnny... but there's nothing... Dana
studi es her a beat, noves over..

DANA
(a greeting)
M's. Banner man.

SARAH
(evenly)
Dana.

DANA
The wife of a Sheriff nmust spend
a lot of nights worried about her
husband' s safety.

SARAH
(savvy)
Does that conpassionate tone in
your voice cone naturally or do
they teach it in journalism school?

DANA
(shrugs)
Peopl e are interested.

SARAH
(not about to allow
an i nterview
Sorry but I like to keep ny private
life private...

DANA
(measur ed)
Yes. We know.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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DESCENT - ACT THREE - REV. 10/17/02 GOLD

DANA ( CONT' D)
(beat, Sarah gives
her a | ook)
So, off the record, whose face do
you see first when you inmagine
t hem com ng out of the mne --
Johnny or Vlt?

( CONTI NUED)

28A.

40A



40A

41

DEAD ZONE: DESCENT - ACT THREE - REV. 10/16/02 GRN

CONTI NUED:  (2)

SARAH
Go to hell.

Sarah noves away... Dana studies her a beat...

DANA
(to herself)
|"msorry | said that. No, you're
not. Yes, | am No, you're not.

Then as she senses npbvenent at the nmine entrance..

AND SO DOES SARAH

They turn to see --

POV ON THE M NE ENTRANCE

And Johnny is the first one out, walking slowy...
wet and exhausted. ..

SARAH

reacts. ..

RESUME M NE ENTRANCE

and a fraction of a beat later, here comes Walt...

VARI OQUS REACTI ONS

as the parents | ook for sonme sign of their children..

Purdy... Sarah... Dana..

DANA
Jesus, where's Collier?

A pall is cast over the site...

CLOSE ON WALT AND JOHNNY

WALT
| better go call Terry's wfe.
don't want her turning on WOV
and finding out her husband's
dead.

Johnny acknow edges... Walt noves away toward the rescue

( CONTI NUED)
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teamto tell themabout Collier... his tired eyes neet
Sarah's... she smles with relief... he takes her arm as

they wal k... and he tells her what happened. (Most of
the reporters follow Walt for information.) Purdy noves
to Johnny... handing Johnny a nug of soup which he drinks
wi th appreciation... Purdy was cl ose enough to overhear
Walt's speech and is stunned by the news...

PURDY
Terry Collier... with the search
t eanf

JOHNNY

(shakes his head)
Ceiling collapsed. He's not com ng
back.

Purdy sighs deeply. He is sincerely saddened by this
news, he nods slowy...

PURDY
The ot her children?
J OHNNY
Still not sure where they are.

couldn't pick up any traces..

Purdy acknow edges, noves to the opening of the mne to
say a silent prayer... by now, Dana has noved over..

DANA
| don't knowif this will help
but I found an old map of the
m ne at the County Assessors

Ofice..
She pulls it out of her large tote bag... as Johnny takes
it fromher, unfolding it... we do a 180 degree turn and

find...

A VISION - EXT. MNE - FIFTY YEARS AGO - DAY

At the entrance to the mne, Johnny, standing in for his
own grandfather, age 50, refers to the exact sane map as
he confers with Eli, with dubious mners around them..
agai n, notable anong themis Stengel, the man with the
distinctive scar below his eye...

ELI
Four Cross Cut North, M. Smth?

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY/ GRANDPA
That's where ny geol ogi sts say
t he copper is.

ELI
G ve us another week to shore it
up before we start bl asting.

JOHNNY/ GRANDPA
And m ss the production record?
It'1l be fine, Eli. Four Cross
Cut North. W start tonight.

MRS. TYNER
M. Smth..

| ncongruously, Kate's nother appears in the vision..

Grandpa John turns to her but it's just a nonentary
transition of split reality to take us back to..

RESUME J OHNNY 43

as he reacts to

MRS. TYNER' S HAND ON H' S ARM

MRS. TYNER
My daughter...?

JOHNNY

turns to see --

| NT. WATER- FLOODED TUNNEL - DAY (VI SI ON) 44
Johnny in the foreground, still holding the map, sees

Kate in a conpartment with water rising. |ncongruously,

Eli, anger in his eyes, is standing beside himas he was

in the other vision. Johnny watches Kate shiver as she

wat ches the many steady trickles of water filling the

mne. She's only got a pocket of air. |It's terrifying.

KATE

Hel p ne! Sonebody hel p ne!

And all visions end...
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RESUME JOHNNY
as he reacts... understanding --

JOHNNY
Four Cross Cut North. She's
trapped in Four Cross Cut North.

EXT. RESCUE STAG NG AREA - DAY

Walt is hanging up the nobil e phone on an energency
vehicle... Sarah is with him..

SARAH
How s Eri ka?

VWALT
She said Terry was on the night
shift. She didn't even know he'd
been called to a scene.

SARAH
Ch god.

VWALT
She made ne tal k about not hing
whil e she could get it under

control. Her kids were right
t here.

SARAH
Promse me I'll never get that
phone call.

Johnny arrives...

J OHNNY
We've got to go back in, Walt.

WALT
(shakes his head)
| called in an experienced m ne
rescue team Sane guys who saved
t hose m ners in Pennsyl vani a.
They can be here in three hours.

JOHNNY
W can't wait that |ong.

WALT
Let nme guess - you had a vision.
Vell, this time sodid 1. | saw
a good man killed down there.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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WALT ( CONT' D)
Terry's crew wasn't trained for

this. It was ny call to go in..
and now |' m maki ng anot her one.
W wait.

JOHNNY
Kate Tyner is in the Four Cross
Cut North section. It's filling
up with water. She's not going
to last three hours... or even
t wo.

Walt gl ances over at Maggie at the warmng tent. She's
wat ching them both with wi de, hopeful eyes.

J OHNNY
There's still tine.

Walt sees the map clutched in Johnny's hands.

WALT
s that a map of the m ne?

JOHNNY
| think it shows a way around the
col | apsed ar ea.

WALT
Let ne see.

Johnny hands Walt the map. As they touch... RAMP TO
JOHNNY' S FACE AS. ..

FLASH - I NT. M NE TUNNEL - DAY 47
Johnny and Walt feeling their way through a half-coll apsed
shaft. Every surface is water-slicked and slippery.

There is sonmething distinctive about this particular shaft:
an abandoned ore cart, nunber 47... {sonething that Johnny
and Walt can recognize | ater}

There's a RUMBLE; it sounds |i ke thunder.

RESUME JOHNNY - EXT. PARKI NG LOT 48

as he reacts. ..

ANOTHER FLASH - | NT. M NE TUNNEL 49

Johnny's view of Walt is blotted out by a rain of boul ders.
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RESUME JOHNNY - CLOSER

reacti on.

ANOTHER FLASH - | NT. M NE TUNNEL

Johnny hinmself is struck in the head... and he goes down.
And the CEILI NG COLLAPSES conpletely by a falling beam

EXT. RESCUE STAG NG AREA - DAY

Johnny snaps out of his vision. Sarah sees his face and
al ready knows it's bad.

SARAH
What ?

J OHNNY
W were buried in a cave-in.

WALT
You sure you're not seeing sone
cave-in fromthe past...?

J OHNNY
(certain)
This one's the future. Qur future.

SARAH
Then you can't go back in there.

A beat. Johnny knows how dangerous it is going to be..
but this is nowa matter of lives in the bal ance: theirs,
the girl's.

J OHNNY
The chanmber | saw has an abandoned
ore cart, nunber 47...if we see

that cart in tinme, we have a chance
to avoid the cave-in...

(beat)
But if we don't go, Kate dies for
sur e.

There's a silent nonent between the three of them Sarah
| ooks at Johnny and Walt both. She knows what they're
going to do. It's the kind of nmen they are.

VWalt makes his decision; the one a man |ike him al ways
has to nake.

( CONTI NUED)
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WALT
You better get sonme dry clothes
on.

A tear runs down Sarah's cheek. She hugs Walt tightly.

He hol ds her. Johnny stands there a beat. Then wal ks
away al one back up the hill toward the m ne.

I NT. M NE - DAY

Johnny and Walt work their way through the tunnels, using

the old map as a gui de, always cautious about each turn.
Walt's mnd lingering back with Sarah and the hug..

WALT
(' That sure is..")
Sonet hi ng, huh...?

J OHNNY
What .

VWALT
Today, she's got one guy too nany.
Tonorrow, maybe none at all.

JOHNNY
Doesn't help to think |ike that,
Wal t .

WALT
Got to think like that. A husband
and a father has to. |'m asking
myself here - is the insurance
paid, wll it cover the nortgage..

JOHNNY
Yeah... | understand..

WALT

And don't think |I'm not asking
mysel f what happens if you nmake
it and I don't... and |I'mnot at
al | happy about that possibility,
you know?

JOHNNY
Walt, this is going to turn out
okay.

WALT
You' ve had anot her vi sion?

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
No. Just your basic enpty prom se.

WALT
(beat)
You afraid of dying, John?

J OHNNY
Me? Me, | think I'mon bonus
time as it is.

shifts dowmn fromthe ceiling... they flash

their lights around | ooking for the famliar signature
that threatens... it isn't this chanber... they look to
the map again. ..

They turn

JOHNNY
Thi s way.
a corner.
WALT
l"'mnot afraid of dying. [|I'm

afraid of not being there though.
For them To help, you know, in
the tough tinmes. To tell J-J

what he needs to know about girls.
To fix the TV set when she can't
figure out how to nmake the renotes
wor k.

JOHNNY
You do that? Can you cone over
to nmy house when this is over?

VWALT
The truth is you were always a
better match for Sarah..

JOHNNY
Walt, she | oves you.

WALT
And she loves you. And |I'mjust
trying to figure out how John
Wayne woul d deal w th Randol ph
Scott in this situation

JOHNNY
(puzzl ed)
We obviously like different kinds
of novi es.

( CONTI NUED)
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WALT
There. See? That's another thing
you have going for you with her

JOHNNY
You underestimate yourself, Walt.

WALT
(1 aughs)
She tells ne the sane thing al
the tine.

J OHNNY
See?

WALT
It's one of my best qualities,
she says. Modesty.

J OHNNY
| agree with her.

VWALT
It makes ne feel |ike a pussy.
JOHNNY
Hey, if it works for the |ady...
VWALT
She seens distracted lately, you
know? | noticed she hasn't been
calling you as nuch.
JOHNNY
Yeah, well...
VWALT
That scares the hell out of ne.
JOHNNY
Walt. ..
WALT

Sonetinmes | think I'm snothering
her, you know, there's such a
thing as | oving sonmeone too nuch. ..
driving themaway... so | try to
tune it down... but | don't want
to be too distant. This may
surprise you... but before Sarah..
| really didn't have luck with
the girls, you know. Wy the
hell am1 telling you all this?

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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WALT ( CONT' D)
You're the guy who's causing nme
all this grief.

JOHNNY
Woul d John Wayne tal k to Randol ph
Scott |ike this?

WALT
Yeah. Just before one of them
di es.

JOHNNY
John Wayne never di es.

WALT
Not true. The Cowboys, Reap the
WIld Wnd. ...

JOHNNY

You' ve seen every John Wayne novi e.
WALT

You betcha. The Duke.
I NT. M NE - | NTERSECTI ON 53A
Johnny and Walt reach a four-way intersection. For a
second, they're not sure which way to go, but sonething
catches Walt's eye. [It's an abandoned flashlight. As
Johnny picks it up..
FLASH TO SEE DOUG HI RSCH 54

cold and scared in the dark..

RESUME J OHNNY 55

who reacts. ..

JOHNNY
It's Doug Hirsch's flashlight.
Thi s way.

WALT

5 I(calling out)
ug!

The nen rush down the corridor..
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I NT. M NE CHAMBER - DAY 56

Doug is lost in the darkness, hungry, cold, and conpletely
disoriented fromthe lack of light. But he hears Walt
calling out to him

DOUG
Her e! ' m here.

Doug finally sees a sliver of light. It grows brighter as
Wal t and Johnny approach.

WALT
You all right?

Doug shields his eyes.

DOUG
| lost ny flashlight in the cave-
in. | couldn't see where to go.

(shaky with relief)
| didn't think anybody was com ng.

VWALT
We have your brother and Erin..

JOHNNY
Have you heard Kate's voi ce..

He | ooks at a side tunnel.

DOUG
| thought | heard her down this
way... conme on, we've got find

her. ..
Doug leads themin the direction he thought he heard the
voi ce. ..
| NT. NEW TUNNEL 57

Walt with one flashlight |eading the way... Doug between
them .. Then Johnny. ..

DOUG
Kat e?

The voi ce echoes wi thout an answer. ..
CLOSE ON WALT

as he ducks down to get through a | ow passageway and cones
into a new chanber... and as he does, his light flashes

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 57
ACRCSS THE ORE CART #47 THEY' VE BEEN DREADI NG

WALT
sees it first, reacts... instantly yells... as the ceiling
runmbl es. ..

WALT
John. Back!

And pushes Johnny and Doug out of the way... just as..

ANGLE W TH JOHNNY AND DOUG 58
...the ceiling collapses on Walt...

JOHNNY
Wal t!

Dust everywhere. |It's pitch black. As our eyes adjust
to the dimlight, we see clouds of dust hanging in the
air. Johnny noves back into the cavern to find Walt.
He's partially pinned under the rubble. He's lost his
hel met and his head is bleeding. He does not | ook good.

VWALT
changed the future.

JOHNNY
Yeah, you did, man. Stay still.

Johnny tends to Walt as best he can. He takes out his
medkit and tries to stop Walt's bl eedi ng head wound.

Doug hel ps Johnny cl ear away the debris trapping Walt.
Doug finds Walt's smashed wal ki e-tal kie. Johnny tries to
get a signal, but it's beyond repair.

JOHNNY
Damm.
(to Walt)
We gotta get you out of here.

WALT
Go. Find Kate. [It's okay.

Walt's in pain... but he forces hinself to stay focused.

( CONTI NUED)
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WALT
(re: Kate)
There's still tine.
Johnny decides Walt's right... Johnny finds the
flashlight, puts his hardhat back on..
JOHNNY
(to Doug)

Keep hi m awake and tal ki ng.
Walt | ooks to Johnny.

WALT
Hey, Pilgrim
(beat)
Take care of our famly.

JOHNNY
That's your job ... and you're
gonna be doing it for a |long,
long tine.

Johnny noves into the darkness of the mne..

END OF ACT THREE

as we. ..

FADE QUT.
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
I NT. M NE TUNNELS - DAY

Johnny noves al one through the mne. He cones to
passageway marked in ancient letters: 4XCN.

J OHNNY
Four Cross Cut North.

The ol d wooden posts CREAK as the earth shifts. Water
DRIPS. And the air continues to nove through the mne in
pul ses, |ike BREATHS. ..

As he braces his hand against rails along the way, he
hears the voices of the men who died here..

ELI'"S VO CE
Conpany orders. W bl ast.

Johnny wal ks in the darkness... one step, another... then
hears (sound only):

M NER S VO CE
Fire in the hol e!

The m ne shakes with the sound of an expl osion..

Johnny turns to see --

VISION - M NERS RUNNI NG AS SMOKE AND PO SON GAS RCOLLS
DO THE STOPE

Johnny in the foreground as the snoke seens to sweep over
hi m and then disappear... the last face he sees before it
all fades away is Stengel's... with the distinctive scar
bel ow t he eye...

RESUME  J OHNNY
wal king... still hearing voices..

BLACK M NER S VO CE
Break through the wall... it's
our only chance...

Johnny novi ng through the darkness... hears the sounds of
the nmen trying to cut through the wall... and now ahead
he sees --
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A VISION - A FLOOD OF WATER RUSHI NG THROUGH THE WALL ON

TOP OF M NERS

Johnny again in the foreground as they yell... and it

qui ckly di sappears... leaving himin darkness... but one
| ast voi ce echoes through. ..

ELI'S VA CE
Di e John Sm t h!

Johnny' s eyes narrow.

| NT. NEW CHAMBER - CONTI NUOUS

Johnny turns a corner and sees a frightening sight. The

tunnel just disappears into a mrror-still body of water...

Johnny renoves his coat. He grabs a glow stick, snaps it
on.

JOHNNY
(psychi ng hinmself up)
You'll find air. This place |oves

you.
(beat)
You're talking to yourself again.

Johnny wades into the water. |It's freezing. He takes
deep, lung-expanding breaths and then... DI VES IN

| NT. FLOODED M NE TUNNELS - UNDERWATER

Johnny swi ns through the murky bl ackness. |It's spooky as
hell. There's no light, no sunshine to guide you to the
top. In fact, it's hard to tell which way is up

Johnny feels along one side of the tunnel to keep hinself
oriented. The glow stick provides only a weak flickering
beam of light. He passes through a | ow passageway t hat
is covered with water. ..

| NT. FLOODED CHAMBER

And then his head breaks the water's surface. But, it's
only a small air pocket at the top of the tunnel.

J OHNNY
Kat e?!

The only sound cones fromwater | apping agai nst the edges

of the cavern. Johnny treads water to stay afloat as his
eyes, adjust

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY' S POV: I T'S BLURRY, | NDI STI NCT. THERE ARE WH TE
SPOTS AGAI NST A BLACK BACKGROUND.

Johnny reaches out to the one of the white spots and
t ouches. ..

CLOSER - A HUMAN FEMUR

He gasps in surprise. |In fact...

ANGLE - JOHNNY

i's surrounded by human bones and pi eces of skel etons.
They float in the water and litter the shelves of rock
near by.

And he has disturbed their |ong slunber. They CLACK
together, alnost as if they're speaking a |long-forgotten

| anguage. There's a ot of them they seemto be crowdi ng
the water, pushing hi mback down under the surface. (Think
of Marion "attacked" by the skeletons in RAIDERS OF THE
LOST ARK).

| NT. FLOODED M NE CHAMBER - UNDERWATER 66
As Johnny struggles to find his way back up, his hands
brush the bones and suddenly, he's not alone in the nurky

water. His VISIONS cone to eery life (Note: Stengel should
not be anong the dead).

OFF A H P BONE - - 67

A JOHNNY FLASH 68
as he sees a DI RTY-FACED M NER eyes wi de open in death

staring at himunderwater... arns floating as though
reachi ng toward Johnny. ..

OFF AN ULMNA - - 69
ANOTHER JOHNNY FLASH 70

Anot her dead wi de-eyed BLACK M NER seens to be reaching
out for him..
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72

73

OFF A COLLARBONE - -

ANOTHER JOHNNY FLASH

Eli, wde-eyed in death, seens to reach for him..

RESUME JOHNNY

as he bursts above the water... gasping for air, very

cl ose to being drowned... grabbing for anything at all..
hands slipping on bones... there is no way out above the
water line... so his only choice is five back down bel ow. ..

| NT. UNDERWATER - JOHNNY

swi mm ng bel ow the bones... toward anot her | ow passageway
conpletely covered in water... he goes through it...

| NT. KATE' S WATER- FLOODED CHAMBER - NI GHT

Kate is wedged into a corner, |ooking desperate as the
wat er |evel rises, higher and higher.

Suddenly, right in front of her, Johnny BREAKS the surface
of the water, GASPING for air.

Kate SCREAMS in surprise, but then she reaches out for
hi m

KATE
Oh, thank-god. .

Johnny conforts her as best he can in the cranped space.

JOHNNY
Are you hurt?

KATE
| can't feel ny fingers or toes.

JOHNNY
This water's pretty col d.

Johnny reaches out and rubs her hands briskly with his
own.

KATE

| s Doug okay? W were with his
br ot her - -

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
They're all fine. Just waiting
for you a couple of passages
over. ..

KATE
| s someone coming for us?

Johnny and Kate both have to tip their heads up to keep
breat hi ng and t al ki ng.

She does. ..

for

her

J OHNNY
Kate, we're gonna have to swim
out.

KATE

(scared to death)
No, | can't. W'Ill die.

J OHNNY
| know where to go. It's not
far. ..
KATE
No. . .
J OHNNY
Take ny hand. ..
he smles... because he sees a better future
now. . .
KATE
(off his smle)
VWhat . . .
J OHNNY

You know who | am Kate? M nane
is John Smth.

KATE
(beat)
The guy who sees things?

JOHNNY
Yeah. And I'mtelling you it's
gonna be okay.

She | ooks at him curiously.

J OHNNY
It's gonna be okay.

She alnmost smles. Not quite.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)
JOHNNY
Take sone really deep breaths and
swwmw th slow, steady kicks. Cot
it?

KATE
Okay. Don't |et go.

Johnny starts taking deep breaths. Kate follows suit.

J OHNNY
Ohe ... two ... three ... and go.

Johnny and Kate di ve down under the black inky water

FADE TO BLACK:

AS VWE PULL BACK FROM THE BLACKNESS, WE SUDDENLY SEE THAT
| T 1S NOW THE DARK GAPI NG ENTRANCE TO THE M NE:

EXT. M NE ENTRANCE - NI GHT

Johnny energes fromthe mne with the kids... they're
carrying a plank to which an unconscious Walt is tied
wi th makeshift strips of clothing..

ROSCOE
[t's them

JOHNNY
(exhaust ed)
We need hel p here!

The rescue workers rush forward. ..

SARAH

several yards away, starts to smle, then sees Walt...
and now pani c begins to rise...

SARAH
No. .

She drops her coffee and begins to run toward the m ne..

W TH JOHNNY
as she runs toward them.. rescue workers are w apping

the kids in blankets... nmoving themtoward the
anbul ances... flurry of activity...

( CONTI NUED)
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76A  CONTI NUED: 76A
SARAH
Wal t ?
But he's not noving, barely breathing... medics tend to
himimrediately... she's in their way...
SARAH
Please... | need to... Walt...
EMT

Wul d sonebody | ook after her?

And as Johnny pulls her gently away...

77 A JOHNNY FLASH - HE'S NOW HOLDI NG SARAH S ARM 77

for support in a matching cut at Walt's funeral... | ooking
into his casket...

78 RESUME JOHNNY AND SARAH 78

EMT
(to his nen)
Get nme a backboard, a neckbrace
and nonitoring equi pnment.

JOHNNY

The cave in. He saw it first.

Pushed us out of the way. He

couldn't get out in tine.
Sarah collapses in tears in Johnny's arns. And then pushes
hi m away in anger as though she knows it's wong to be in
his arns.
DANA

sees this... and so does..

PURDY

but he turns his attention to the happier reunion of the
kids and their parents by the anbul ances..

79 W TH WALT 79
medi cs still working on him(on the plank that's now on
t he ground)... photographers noving in..

( CONTI NUED)
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EMT
People, | need you to clear this
area, please!

Johnny follows the orders, noves a few yards out of the

way... watching themwork furiously on Walt... Sarah
refuses to leave WAlt's side... watches w th unbelieving
eyes. ..

As we wat ches this, Johnny's eyes are caught by

MAGGE E TYNER

hol ding Kate tight... she | ooks over the girl's shoul der
with tears in her eyes. And there's soneone else in
Johnny's view too... a very OLD MAN in his seventies..
standi ng alone a few yards away... watching the tragic
events unfold at the m ne entrance..

JOHNNY

reacts as he begins to recogni ze sonet hi ng about this
guy. ..

CLOSE ON THE OLD MAN S FACE
He has a distinctive scar under his eye...

JOHNNY
M. Stengel ?

The old man turns to see Johnny next to him..

STENGEL
How do you know ny name?

JOHNNY
My nane is John Smth. You used
to work for ny grandfather.
(eyes narrow)
| wonder if you could help nme
find sonme of the famlies of the
men who wor ked here.

Stengel |ooks at himcuriously and in time they will talk
nore, but for us, all we need to understand is that Johnny
is going to reach out to these victins of his famly's
past, that he cares in a way his grandfather never did...
there's a wwde gap to be bridged between an old m ner and
the Smth Famly and it cannot all happen in this nonent.
But we sense this is the first step in a |l ong process.

( CONTI NUED)
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For now, there's too nmuch going on, primarily --

ANGLE AS THEY SECURE WALT TO A BACKBQARD

EMT
Let's go, blood pressure's
dr oppi ng, he's crashing.

In the background Purdy addresses reporters..

PURDY
W intend to permanently seal
this mne after our work here is
done. This will never happen
agai n.

He stops as he sees the anbul ance backing up to the
backboard. The EMI is bagging himw th an oxygen bag as
they nmove himto the vehicle.

EMT
Get hi minsi de.

The Paranedics |oad Walt in the anbul ance. Sarah running

al ongsi de t he backboard. .

SARAH
| want to conme with him

EMT
l"msorry. W need the roomto
wor k.

SARAH
But I"'mhis wfe.

EMT
Ma'am we'll neet you at the
hospital ...

The paranedi cs cl ose the door and the anbul ance ROARS
of f.

CLOSE ON SARAH

She's hel pless to do anything but watch the anbul ance
di sappear in the distance.

CLOSE ON JOHNNY

He's hel pless to do anything but watch Sarah as her heart
breaks. And on this, we...

SUPER: TO BE CONTI NUED

( CONTI NUED)
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And we. ..

ACT FOUR - 10/11/02 PINK

END OF ACT FOUR

THE END

51.

FADE QUT.
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