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The C oser
Epi sode #2 - “The Big Picture”

I NT. CORONER S OFFI CE - HALLWAY OUTSI DE AUTOPSY RCOM - DAY 1

Bodi es on gurneys pile up on both sides of the hallway.
GABRI EL enters, dodging a COUPLE OF MORGUE ATTENDANTS
wheel i ng yet another partially covered corpse up against the
wal | . Gabriel grimaces, then pauses outside two sw ngi ng
doors | abel ed AUTOPSY ROOM Al nost against his will, he
pushes the doors open and | ooks i nside.

DI P TO BLACK
I NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE AUTOPSY ROOM - DAY 2

Gabriel steps back out into the hallway, shaking off the
scene, and stops one of the departing MORGUE ATTENDANTS.

GABRI EL
You see ny boss around? Bl onde
woman. About so high

MORGUE ATTENDANT #1
Did you try the burrito roonf

GABRI EL
(not liking that)
Oh, man.

MORGUE ATTENDANT #1
Hey. It's better now. W got a
vault door on it. No npre rats.

GABRI EL
Ww. That's great. Yeah. Thanks.

The MORGUE ATTENDANTS exit around the corner. Gabriel sighs.
DI P TO BLACK
I NT. COLD CRYPT - CONTI NUQUS 3

A steel door opens, revealing Gabriel. He shivers a little as
he enters the refrigerated room not because it’s cold but
because its stacked floor-to-ceiling with PLASTI CWRAPPED
BODI ES on STAI NLESS STEEL SHELVES. He pauses, observing...

... DEPUTY CHI EF BRENDA JOHNSON, as utterly unaffected by the
cold as the corpses on their icy |edges. Having clinbed

hal fway to the top of the room she bal ances precariously on
the brink of one shelf while | eaning over to check TOE TAGS
on another. She turns as Gabriel enters.



Ep.2 "The Big Picture"” Network Draft 4-01-05 2.

GABRI EL
Excuse nme, ma’am What are you
doi ng?
BRENDA
And good norning to you, too, Sgt.
Gabriel. 1’mchecking toe tags. And

I can’t reach the ones on the top.
611053187 is the w nni ng nunber.

GABRI EL
You' re supposed to |let the norgue
attendants do that.

BRENDA
Mnhm Well, they're not here, Sgt.
So. 611053187. And if you coul d..
(she points)
..start over there please.

Gabriel | ooks up at the higher shelves above his head. Yuk.
DI P TO BLACK
I NT. COLD CRYPT - DAY (A LITTLE LATER) 4

Some of the plastic bodies Iie strewn across the floor. Two
or three are | eaning straight up against the door.

Brenda and Gabriel, having cleared off the top |ayer of
bodi es fromthe bottom shelf, crawl around the remai ning ones
checki ng TOE TAGS

GABRI EL
Maybe if | knew who we were | ooking
for this mght go alittle faster.

BRENDA
Don’t have a nane. Young |ady. A
prostitute. Been in here three days
al r eady.

She noves too far to the right, knocking over the bodies
| eani ng agai nst the door: they fall in Gabriel’s direction.
He abruptly stands, noving out of the way.

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)
Dam it. Sorry.
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One of the body’s had its wapping stuck in the door: it
unravel s and falls half-naked at Gabriel’s feet. Gabriel
shakes his head and cl oses his eyes.

D P TO BLACK
I NT. COLD CRYPT - DAY ( A LITTLE LATER) 5
The roomis now in total disarray.

Triunphantly, Brenda pulls on an end of one of the few bodies
t hat remains undi sturbed (on a mddle shelf all the way back
agai nst the wall).

BRENDA
I found her. Here she is. If - you -
could - help nme --

Gabriel joins Brenda and aids her in carrying the body to one
of the few clear areas of the floor. As they go..

GABRI EL
So what makes this hooker a high
priority all of a sudden?

BRENDA
Her client list, as disgusting as
t hat sounds. Robbery/ Hom ci de found
it on her conputer just |ast night.
Which is why we were so | ate being
handed the case.

Brenda catches her breath for a second while reaching for her
purse and pulling out a SLI M MJRDER BOOK. Standing on her
knees, she begi ns unw apping the face end of the burrito.

Gabriel stands and turns away.

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)
kay, M ss 611053187.
(checki ng her paperwor k)
Let’s see if you look anything Iike
your phot o.

The |l ast of the plastic is turned away revealing the
ravi shingly beautiful face of a young girl, probably no nore
t han ei ghteen or ni neteen-years-old.

Brenda stares at the wonman, her eyes registering a glimer of
sadness.

MORGUE ATTENDANT #2 (O.S.)
What the hell is going on here?
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Brenda and Gabriel |ook up to see..

...a furious MORGUE ATTENDANT (#2) standing at the door.
DI P TO BLACK

I NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE COLD CRYPT - DAY

As other Workers exit into the vault to straighten out the

nmess, Brenda explains herself to Morgue Attendant #2 as he
rolls her victimaway on a GURNEY.

BRENDA
(extra sout hern)
And bein’ new here - I'mfrom

Atl anta by the way - Deputy Chi ef
Brenda Lei gh Johnson, Priority

Hom cide - |’ve been depending a
ot on Sgt. Gabriel here to keep ne
i nformed on proper protocol. And I

t hi nk, because y'all are a little
behi nd, and we needed this to be
done in a hurry, he just got -

MORGUE ATTENDANT #2
(turning on Gabriel)
M sl eadi ng your boss this way. I'm
surprised at you Sergeant.

GABRI EL
Yeah, |’ m surprised nyself.

BRENDA
You know? He just got carried away.
You want himto stay and help
strai ghten things up while we get
the ME. to start the autopsy?

And off Gabriel’s stunned irritation we...
DI P TO BLACK
I NT. BRENDA' S OFFI CE - DAY
Brenda nulti-tasks at her desk, talking on the PHONE while
| ooki ng at CRI ME SCENE PHOTOS and arrangi ng a happy face out
of a BAG OF DUWPED CHEETCOS strewn across her desk.
BRENDA ( ON PHONE)
Yes, but ME. says this girl had

sex before she died.
( MORE)
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BRENDA( CONT' D)
And | want to know if anyone in
Robbery/ Hom ci de had the foresight
to collect a kit on her before she
was dunped at the norgue. Yes, [’'1|
hol d. Thank-you.

Brenda eats half a Cheeto.

Gabriel enters and puts a file on his boss’s desk.

BRENDA ( CONT' D)
Anyt hing on the |D?

GABRI EL
No California record. | could go
nat i onal
BRENDA
(wavi ng a coupl e of
papers)
Go international. | got an

inventory fromthe crine scene
here. And her taste in furniture:
it’'s eclectic.

5.

CAPTAI N TAYLOR steps up to the door of Brenda's office in a

controll ed tenper holding a MANI LA FOLDER i n hi s hand.

Gabri el ,

TAYLOR
Excuse me, ma’an? If you want to
accuse ny people of bad work, would
you mnd doing it through nme?

BRENDA

(hangi ng up the phone)
Al'l right, Captain Taylor. Let ne
be cl ear about this.

(standing and wi ping al

t he cheetos off her desk)
I was not accusing your people of
bad work. | was accusing them of
apathy. 1 have a victi mwho was
nmur dered three days ago and | still
don’t know who she is.

physi cal | y caught between Tayl or and Brenda,

to nove out of their argunent.

TAYLOR
| have forty-three active cases.
You have one.
(wavi ng the fol der)
And of course we ran a sex kit on
t he body. We found her naked.

tries
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BRENDA
Wl l, how cone | don’t have the DNA
results. Is it because all your
depart ment saw was anot her dead
hooker ?

TAYLOR
No. It's because it takes at | east
a week for DNA results to come
back. Unl ess sonmeone springs for
t he extra thousand dollars. Wich
no one was willing to do until her
client list turned up.

BRENDA
And, now, suddenly, everyone cares.

TAYLOR

Let’s not forget that it was ny
boys who found that list in the
first place.

(wal ki ng to her desk)
Every norning, you and | see the
exact same homi cide report. And I
didn’t hear you calling this girl’s
death sonme high priority, either

(dropping the fol der on

her desk)

Maybe because all you saw was
anot her dead hooker.

And off Brenda' s reaction, and the |aughter and hoots of the
squad, we CUT TO

I NT. MURDER ROOM - DAY 8

FLYNN, PROVENZA, DAN ELS and SANCHEZ | augh as they read the
CLI ENT LI ST while Gabriel sets up a POAER PO NT PRESENTATI ON.

Brenda watches in front of the MJURDER BOARD
FLYNN

She was doi ng Judge Kel sey? The
guy’s eighty and on a wal ker.

SANCHEZ

And lots of Viagra. Look at #49.
DANI ELS

Congressman Hill. Wooh. There’'s

over 200 nanes here.
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BRENDA

We can narrow t hat down.

(checki ng her watch)
kay, everyone. Here’s the basics.
Put the client Iist down for a
nonent please. Thank you. Qur young
| ady here was stabbed twice in the
back with a six-inch serrated
bl ade. The ME. can tell fromthe
angl e of the knife wounds that the
killer was taller than the victim
and she was just shy of six feet.
That shoul d elim nate nost of her
custoners. We think it mght have
been one of her johns because there
were no signs of a break-in,
struggle or robbery. Sgt. Gabriel?

Brenda shuts off the |ights.

Usi ng a COWUTER and PROJECTOR, Gabri el
a cone-on pose of THE DECEASED. Hi gh-lighted around
her hal f-naked body are a set of conputer |inks: About

pi cture,

Schedul e,

Read My Reviews, etc..

GABRI EL
Qur victimwas one of many
avai l abl e | adi es at an internet
escort service. This is her web
page: Strawberry Lollipop dot com

PROVENZA
Lol I'i pop? She | ooks nore |ike an
al | -day sucker to ne.

Laughter from the squad.

BRENDA
Al right, everyone, | would
appreciate it if we could renenber
this girl is a nmurder victim And,
unfortunately, Strawberry Lollipop
is all we have to call her at the
noment .

GABRI EL
Now, inside the web site, she has a
booki ng program And on the
conmputer from her house, we got a
cal endar. Decenber, 65 clients.
January, 71. February 68. Then,
| ast March, she npves into the
little house where we found her.

di spl ays his first

Me, My
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SANCHEZ
Nanme on the | ease?

BRENDA
Omer listed as an off-shore rea
estate conpany in the Cayman
Islands. Paid for in cash.

GABRI EL
Probably not entirely by
coi nci dence, M ss Lollipop noves
into her new house and drops to 25
clients. In April, to 13. May: 11.

FLYNN
She was down to her regul ars.

BRENDA
And these are the ones we shoul d
interview first. Six are over SiX
feet. Three of whom the LAPD brass
has dubbed VI Ps.

DANI ELS
Very I nportant Penises.

GABRI EL
(continuing the show)
And here’s the crine scene.

the dead girl around the area of her bed. Violent. Not

pretty. Sobering.

Li ghts on.

GABRI EL ( CONT’ D)
Estimated tinme of death, | ast
Friday night between 8 p.m and
m dni ght .

BRENDA
(during the above)
W need alibis fromevery man on
that Iist who was taller than she
was, starting with the nost recent
and wor ki ng our way back.

A beat. People seem nore serious.
SANCHEZ

Maybe one of her johns becane her
sugar daddy? Bought her the house.

a SERIES OF SHOCKI NG PI CTURES of

The squad wat ches as the |aughter fades.
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FLYNN
O sonebody she cut | oose got nad.

BRENDA

Det. Gabriel, if you'll check and
see if this MO of the knife in

t he back matches any ot her recent
hom ci des, especially related to

prostitutes. Det. Sanchez, start

setting up appointnents with her

cust omers.

SANCHEZ
What if they don't want to cone in?

BRENDA

Tell themwe’'d hate to visit them
at work to talk about their sex
lives, but if we nust...

(of f Sanchez’ s nod)
Lt. Flynn, a warrant for her
phones, please. Det. Daniels, if
you wouldn’t mind comng with nme to
the crine scene. And if any of her
custoners pop in while I’ m gone,
Lt. Provenza? WIIl you talk to
t hen?

PROVENZA
Yeah. Okay. | can be disgusted al
aft ernoon. Wy not?

I NT. HALLWAY TO | NTERROGATI ON ROOVS - DAY

POPE
Where are you going? Aren’t you
going to interview the johns?

BRENDA
Lt. Provenza can talk to them

POPE
He is? kay. Provenza? Are you
sure? I don’'t want any feathers
ruffl ed.

BRENDA
I’ mconfused. |Is prostitution a
crime in Los Angeles? O not?

9

PURSE, Brenda prepare
ASSI STANT CHI EF POPE appr oaches from
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Pope takes her arm and ushers her into --
I NT. | NTERVI EW ROOM - CONTI NUQUS 10

Brenda wat ches Pope check the switch under the table to make
sure the roomis not “hot”. Satisfied, he turns to Brenda.

POPE
I don’t want people’s careers
ruined if all they did was pay for
sex. That neans no prying into
their personal |ives unless you
think they' re good for the nurder.

BRENDA
(a beat)
WIl. Are you talking about soneone
in particular?

POPE
Yeah. Yeah. Danny Booth. He's an
I mm gration and Custons Enforcenent
Agent. 1’ ve known him ei ght years.

BRENDA
You're his alibi?

POPE
More of a character w tness. Look.
Danny’ s a basically solid guy.
(1 ooki ng for synpat hy)
And his weddi ng’ s next nonth.

BRENDA

(checki ng her papers)
Vll, I'd hate to ruin what sounds
like a prom sing marriage.

(readi ng)
Your friend M. Booth was one of
her few renai ning regul ars. Saw her
| ast Thursday. And he’s over six
feet. Sorry. He's comng in.

POPE
I want to be there.
BRENDA
kay.
POPE

O f the books.
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BRENDA
On.

POPE
My office. Eight a.m tonorrow.

Pope opens the door for her and, irritated, Brenda exits.
EXT. M D CTY NEI GHBORHOOD - VICTIM S BUNGALOW - DAY 11

Sl ammi ng the car door behind her Brenda stands by the curb
for a noment as Daniels joins her. They wal k towards a...

....CHARM NG BUNGALOW where an LAPD officer stands watch.

BRENDA
(re: bungal ow)
Great place.

DANI ELS
Except for the nurder

BRENDA
(wal king to the porch)
Wll, we all have a past.

INT. VICTIM S BUNGALOW - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY 12

The furniture is expensive, Russian antique with a tw st of
tacky Anericana. An Anerican flag quilt. Statue of Liberty
Candl esticks. Cow | anps and pill ows.

Brenda | ooks at a UCLA BRU NS CRYSTAL CARAFE

BRENDA
How di d she pay for all this?

I NT. | NTERVI EW ROOM - SAME Tl ME 13

Provenza tal ks with JUDGE RAY KELSEY, 80, white. Kel sey digs
in a BAG attached to his WALKER, pulls out a SMALL NOTEBOOK.

JUDGE KELSEY
Fi ve hundred doll ars a dance. Four
times a nonth. That’'s the only
thing I knew about her, absolutely.
Her real nanme was her busi ness. But
her accent was Russi an.

PROVENZA
Were were you | ast Friday night,
Your Honor ?
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JUDGE KELSEY

Are you seriously looking at ne for
her nurder because of ny height?
I"monly taller than her when |
stand up straight, which I haven't
done since 1993.

(of f Provenza' s glare)
Al'l right. Last Friday night. My
girlfriend and I went to Santa
Bar bara that weekend. |'d rather
you confirmthat with the hotel

PROVENZA
Did she ever talk to you about
ot her boyfriends?

JUDGE KELSEY
I wasn’t paying that nouth to talk.
All | cared about was what she
could do to ne in her bed.

INT. VICTIM S BEDROOM - LATER 14

A BLOOD- SOAKED MATTRESS on the romantic antique four-poster
goes awkwardly with the bl ack-snudged ni ght tables.

Brenda | ooks away and opens drawers of a dresser.

One one side she finds LADY' S UNDERVWEAR; on the other, she
di scovers MEN S WH TE BOXER SHORTS and MEN S BLACK SOCKS.

Suddenly, Brenda frowns. She HEARS sonething. Wiat is it? She
freezes, listens... MEOW It’s a skinny, ugly, bew | dered CAT
slowy com ng out fromunder the bed.

I NT. | NTERVI EW ROOM - SAME Tl ME 15
Provenza tal ks to CONGRESSMAN HI LL, 45, crushed.

CONGRESSMAN HI LL
My dog was hit by a car, | was at
the vet with ny whole famly, wfe
and ki ds, Lieutenant...until about
el even, | think. Then we went hone.

PROVENZA
Sorry about that Congressman. Your
dog meke it?

CONGRESSMAN HI LL
What ? Yeah. God. Who knows about
all this? Wiat sort of information
are you letting out to the press?
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PROVENZA
I can tell you cared about her.

CONGRESSMAN HI LL
You know what ? Screw you. She had a
boyfriend. Go after him

PROVENZA
Name?

CONGRESSMAN HI LL
M. Lollipop? How the hell should
know. Check with some contractors.
He’ d just renodel ed her kitchen.

I NT. ZOYA' S KI TCHEN - DAY

A Dodger

And next to it,
froma nearby Chinese restaurant.

13.

16

basebal | schedule is on the open refrigerator door

attached by a COWN MAGNET, a TAKE- OUT MENU
Brenda pulls the nenu off

the refrigerator and wal ks purposefully towards the PHONE.

DANI ELS
(as BRENDA di al s)
Granite countertops. Custom made
cabi nets. Viking stove. Sub-zero
fridge. Expensive stuff. New.

BRENDA ( ON PHONE)

Hello. 1'd like to order two sweet
and sour chicken dinners to be
delivered, please...707 Edgenont.
And ny phone nunber is 323-555-
6458. You m ght have ny credit card
nunber on file.

(to Daniels)
There's a cat in the bedroom

DANI ELS
"1l call the pound.

BRENDA
Should we feed it? It |ooks --
(i nto phone)
Oh, great. Hey. I'msorry. Is the
nane on that card mne or ny
boyfriend s?

And of f Brenda’s reaction as she |istens we cut to:

I NT. | NTERVI EW ROOM - NI GHT

NI CK KOSLOFF, 30, handsone,

sophi sticated and wel | -dressed.

17
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18 I NT. ELECTRONI C SURVEI LLANCE ROOM - N GHT 18

Brenda wat ches Nick. Flynn drinks COFFEE and fills her in.
Gabri el stands behind him BUZZ waits at the nonitors.

FLYNN
Meet Nick Kosloff. Illegitimte son
of Ivan Kosloff, top guy in the
Russi an nob. They're pretty new
here. Captain Taylor is our
resi dent expert on them Rather
have him brief you

BRENDA
Not really.

FLYNN
Okay. Well. Their chief business is
heroin distribution, which neans
noney | aunderi ng and bank fraud.
Ni ck handles their prostitution
biz. Just a sideline for his dad.
Brings girls over from Russi a.

GABRI EL
Al'l egedly. Al we got on himfor
real is an old assault-and-battery
charge. Wi ch was dropped.

BRENDA
Daddy nust have good | awers. Were
are they?

GABRI EL
We of fered counsel and he decli ned.
Though he said he was thirsty.

19 I NT. | NTERVI EW ROOM - NI GHT 19

Brenda enters. She carries a SHEAF OF FI LES under her arm and
a SODA she offers to the cool, self-assured N ck

BRENDA
Deputy Chief Brenda Johnson. You
want ed sonething to drink?

NI CK
Thanks.

Brenda sits across from N ck, who sips fromthe can
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BRENDA
Ni koli Kosloff. Did | pronounce
that right?

NI CK

Perfectly. But people call nme Nick.

BRENDA
You went to UCLA?
(of f his inquiring | ook)
Your ring.

NI CK
Oh. Yeah. Go Bruins.

BRENDA
More of a Bulldog fan nyself. So.
This is a sad occasion, Nck. A
young | ady you know di ed the other
ni ght. Stabbed in the back

NI CK
You' re tal ki ng about Zoya Petrovna
| presune.

I NT. ELECTRONI C SURVEI LLANCE ROOM - SAME

Fl ynn sighs. Brenda's too good at this for him

FLYNN BRENDA ( ON MONI TOR)
kay, Gabriel. Zoya Petrovna. So you knew her.
You got a nanme now.

GABRI EL NI CK (ON MONI TOR)
(as he exits) Professionally. She was a
If I can spell it. whor e.

I NT. | NTERVI EW ROOM - SAME

BRENDA
Do you regularly give whores access
to your credit cards? Buy them
houses? Renodel their kitchens?
Because all that nakes it | ook like
your relationship mght have been
nore serious.

NI CK
You know why you think that?

BRENDA
Wy ?
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NI CK

Because you’re a wonan.
BRENDA

Oh.
NI CK

You don’t give a whore noney and
jewelry and bullshit |ike that
because you |l ove them You do it so
you can get off and | eave.

BRENDA
| see. Well. That woul d expl ains
why you seemrel atively unaffected
by her death.

NI CK
Look. I'"'msorry for her. And it’'s
i nconvenient. |I'Il have to find
soneone else. | don’t nmean to sound

cold, really, and she did have sone
redeem ng qualities. But she s not
the kind of girl | could have taken
home to dinner.

BRENDA
She was just there for sex.

NI CK
Exactly. Wien | wanted it.

BRENDA
And did you want it |ast Friday?

NI CK
Twice. In the afternoon

BRENDA
So | mght find evidence of your
senen in the sex kit we took off
t he body.

NI CK

(grinning)
Depends on where you check. But

yeah. Probably.

BRENDA
And where were you | ater, N ck?
That ni ght? Between ei ght and
m dni ght ?

16.
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NI CK
Unfortunately, |
W shire Boul evard.

BRENDA
(stunned)
The Federal Buil di ng?
NI CK
Yeah. On the fifth floor.

t her e?
| NT. ELECTRONI C SURVEI LLANCE ROOM -

FIl ynn shakes hi s head.

FLYNN
Vel |l that sucks.
I NT. | NTEVI EW ROOM - NI GHT
Brenda stares at N ck
BRENDA
You were with the FBI?
NI CK
(smling)
Fromseven p.m ‘til five

nor ni ng.

Net wor k Dr af t

was stuck at

4-01-05 17.
10080
Ever been
NI GHT 22
23

surprised and di sbelieving.

in the

And off Brenda's stym ed reaction, we...

END OF ACT ONE

FADE QUT.
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ACT TWO
I NT. BRENDA' S HOTEL ROOM - NI GHT 24
The roomis a disaster. C othes, suitcases, maps, casework

files, sone towels. Brenda, dressed for a date, tries to
strai ghten things up. There’s a KNOCK at the door.

BRENDA
(stunned)
Fritz?!
FRITZ (O S.)

I'ma little early.

BRENDA
Ch. Oh. Unh - Gve ne one second.

Brenda i medi ately shifts gears, circling the room and
swoopi ng up as nmuch of the soft nerchandi se as she can and
dunmping it all in a chair. She pulls the COWORTER off the
bed, throws it on top of the heap, then noves to the dresser
and with one armslides everything on its surface into the
top drawer while checking herself in the mrror.

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)
(during the above)
Just - just one second. | got hone
| ate. Al nost done. Al nost. Al nost.

FRITZ (O S.)
I’msure you |look terrific.

Brenda scow s at her room but goes to open the door anyway.

BRENDA
Thank you. Well, cone on in.

Fritz enters the room has to sidestep SU TCASES, putting
hi nsel f unexpectedly right next to Brenda. She bends over to
pi ck up the suitcases. Fritz bends over with her.

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)

Whoops. | need to find a place to
put those.
FRI TZ
How about your own house?
BRENDA
L.A.’s so big. | don’t even know

where | want to be.
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FRI TZ
Wl |, when you see sonething you
like, snap it up. The market’'s hot
here. Good stuff doesn’t stay on
t he shelf very | ong.

Brenda, startled by Fritz’'s cl oseness, noves away from him
carrying a suitcase and putting it by her dresser. Fritz
follows and sits on the bed. During the above. ..

BRENDA
| don’t want to nove too fast. It’'s
a big decision. Were to live.

FRI TZ
It is. Wll, if you re confortable
here.... You want the good news or
t he bad news?

BRENDA
Good news.

FRI TZ

| got us a table on the patio. Bad
news...your guy was telling the
truth. We had N ck Kosloff in
custody from 6:30 until 5:00 a.m
Sorry.

OFF Brenda --

DANNY (Q. S.)
I was in bed by nine on Friday.

I NT. POPE'S OFFI CE - DAY 25

DANNY BOOTH, 45, white, worried, and hung over sits in front
of the desk. Pope watches.

DANNY
| had to be at work at five on
Saturday. So Friday' s tough for ne.
Uh - is there an aspirin around
here somewhere?

BRENDA
Can anyone verify that?

Pope goes about attending to Danny’s request.

DANNY
My dog. Qther than that...
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BRENDA
Did you know you were Zoya's very
first custoner?

DANNY
Her nanme was Zoya?

BRENDA
Not to burden you with too nuch
i nformati on about the worman you
were having sex with on a regul ar
basis, but yes. Her nanme was Zoya
Petrovna. She inmm grated here from
Russi a. And back when she started
keepi ng records, January 2, you're
listed as her first john.

DANNY
Real | y?

POPE
What’ s the significance of that?

BRENDA
Because | ast Thursday, the day
bef ore Zoya was nurdered, M.
Booth was al so the | ast appoi nt ment
in her cal endar. Wi ch nmakes him
her Al pha and Orega. The begi nning
and the end.

POPE
Coi nci dence.

BRENDA
(to Pope)
Excuse nme, are you acting as his
def ense counsel ?

Pope gi ves Danny the WATER and ASPI RI N.

POPE
He doesn’t need a | awyer, Brenda.

BRENDA
Then he shoul d have no probl em
answering questions on his own.
(back to Danny)
You saw Zoya three, four times a
week. Was she that good?

DANNY
I like certain things.
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BRENDA
How di d you neet her?

DANNY
(taking the aspirin)
An ad in LA Wekly.

BRENDA
She never had an ad in LA Wekly,
she had a web page.
(to Pope)
So your friend is |ying.

POPE
Come on, that’'s an easy thing to
get m xed up.

Brenda takes Danny’s cup

BRENDA
So you |ike certain things, M.
Booth. Certain things cost noney.
In the nei ghborhood of five hundred
dollars an hour. So. You were
shelling out two thousand dollars a
week? On a Federal salary.

Danny stares at her, then at Pope.

DANNY
Do | have to answer that?
BRENDA
(to Pope)
kay, 1’ve had enough. M. Boot h,
you and I will neet again under

nore formal circunstances.
She exits with the cup.
26 I NT. HALLWAY - DAY
Pope catches up to Brenda.

POPE
Al right. The guy’'s a bit of a
nmess. But you didn’t have to sw pe
the cup. He woul d have given you a
DNA sanple. And you' re wasting your
time. Danny’s innocent.
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BRENDA
I don’t know if he killed her yet,
but he’s not innocent.

POPE
Quys lie! Especially about hookers.

Brenda stops, faces Pope.

BRENDA
Zoya Petrovna, WIIl. Zoya Petrovna.
She had a nane. She was ei ght een-
years-old. Practically a child. And
she came here fromRussia. On a
vi sa. And where does your friend
wor k agai n? I nmmgration and Custons
Enf or cenment .

POPE
Last night you were hot on N ck
Kosl of f. What happened to hin?

BRENDA
When the crinme took place, he was
in FBI custody. And they’ ve
confirmed that.

POPE
How did the FBI get back to you so
fast? I’mstill waiting to hear

back on Oswal d and Kennedy.

BRENDA
Maybe because you're pals with a
man naned Boot h.

Brenda stal ks off. Pope watches her go.
I NT. MJURDER ROOM - CONTI NUCUS

Provenza and Sanchez are on the phone while Flynn types at
his conputer. Brenda enters carrying a FOLDER and Danny’s
CUP.

BRENDA
What do we have on the phone dunp?

FLYNN
She tal ked to three peopl e al nost
every day. N ck Kosloff, Nadia
O well, and a cat psychi c naned
Madam Lul u.

27
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BRENDA
Any calls to ICE? O soneone naned
Danny Boot h?

Provenza hangs up the phone. Brenda hands hima fol der.

FLYNN
Mm Unh - no. Not hing.

BRENDA

Lt. Provenza? | want a ful
background check on this
immgration officer at LAX
Fi nancial, crimnal, public, and
pay special attention to his
fiance. Wiere she was and what she
was doing the night of the crine.

(to Sanchez)
Find me this Nadia Owell. And if
we can do it quickly, that would be
great.

(to FLYNN)
Take this cup and the soda can N ck
Kosl of f drank out of and rush them
t hrough the DNA | ab. And yes, |
know, it’s an extra two thousand
dol | ars.

(1 ooki ng around)
Where's Sgt. Gabriel ?

28 I NT. HOM ClI DE ANALYSI S - DAY 28

FRANNY, m ddl e-aged and in a floral print pant suit, works at
her conputer with Gabriel hovering behind.

FRANNY
Let’s see...okay...here we go.
Russian femal es and we'l|l add sone
of the breakaway Sovi et Republics
as well. What's the basic MO ?

GABRI EL
Si x-inch serrated blade in the
back.

FRANNY

St abbi ngs. Let’s see how this new
pr ogr am wor ks.

(typing)
C non honey. W want to hear sone
nmusi c.

Tayl or approaches, pauses behind Gabriel.
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TAYLOR
You want ny hom ci de anal yst, your
boss is supposed to ask ny
per m ssi on.

GABRI EL
Hey, Captain. | only need Franny
for ten mnutes tops.

TAYLOR
| don’t know if Franny’'s work is up
to Mss Atlanta’ s exacting
st andar ds.

GABRI EL
(conspiratorially)
Frankly, sir? Mss Atlanta doesn’t
know I’ m here.

TAYLOR
Real | y?
(pl eased; | ooking over
Franny’s shoul der)
| hear she |ikes Pope’s friend for
t hi s Russi an hooker.

GABRI EL
I’mtrying to clear him sir.

TAYLOR
(pl eased; a | augh)
Yeah. Okay. Good. Keep at it.

FRANNY
Qur lucky day, Sgt.
(as Gabriel |eans over the
screen)
| should be in Vegas this norning.
Anot her Russian girl. Knife in the
back. About six nonths ago.

GABRI EL
Doesn’t get closer than that.
(to Tayl or)
Say, sir? You're the expert on the
Kosl of fs. You hear anything that
m ght help ne with this?

TAYLOR
(smling)
You run along now, Gabriel. Mss
Atl anta deci des she needs nme, she
knows where | am

24.
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I NT. BRENDA' S CAR - HOLLYWOOD NEI GHBORHOOD - DAY 29

Brenda waits across the street froma church’s day care
center. She watches...

...small children play in a cheerfully plastic playground as
NADI A ORVELL, early twenties - pretty in hard sort of way -
wal ks up the sidewalk with an EMPTY STROLLER

Brenda picks up a PICTURE of Nadia from beside her on the
passenger seat: a booking photo fromvice. She slips it into
her lap and then grabs her CELL PHONE and dials as she opens
t he car door.

EXT. FRONT OF DAYCARE CENTER - DAY 30
Nadi a di sappears inside the church with her STROLLER
EXT. SIDEWALK I N FRONT OF DAYCARE CENTER - DAY 31

Brenda wat ches the children play for a nonent, waiting for an
answer. She sighs. It’s a nessage service.

BRENDA (ON PHONE)
Hey, Fritz, it’s ne. Uh- Brenda.
Just wanted to say thank you for
di nner |ast night. And see, | can
call when it has nothing to do with
work. Ha, ha, ha. And | had a very
nice time, too. Nice. Sorry. Wat a
stupid word. | neant to say |
enj oyed nyself very nuch. And
just, you know, wanted to call and
tell you that so, okay, and thanks
again, really, and | guess |11
talk to you | ater. Bye.

Nadi a reappears with her baby.

BRENDA ( CONT' D)
You have a good day now. Bye-bye.

Brenda hangs up. Puts the phone back in her vol um nous PURSE
Nadi a pushes the STROLLER towards her. Brenda approaches,
di spl ayi ng her BADGE

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)
Nadia Orwel | ? Deputy Chief Brenda
Jean Johnson, LAPD. | need to talk
to you for a nonent about Zoya
Pet r ovna.
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Nadi a tightens her grip on the stroller and qui ckens her
pace. Brenda continues wal ki ng besi de her.

NADI A
(Russi an accent)
I do not know this Zoya.

BRENDA
Real | y. She calls you al nost every
day. Wen's the last tinme you
tal ked to her?

NADI A
| have Anerican husband now. W
have noney. Pay tax. My baby is

citizen.

BRENDA
But you used to work for Nick
Kosl of f .

Brenda steps in front of the stroller to stop Nadia.

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)
Don’t you think it’s strange you
haven't heard from Zoya since | ast
Friday?

NADI A
I do not know this Zoya.

Nadia tries to | eave. Brenda pulls a PICTURE of the dead Zoya
fromher purse and holds it up for Nadia to see.

Nadi @’ s hands tighten for a nmonment on the stroller.

BRENDA
Did you care about her at all,
Nadi a? Did she nean anything to
you? Can you help me? Pl ease? Can
you hel p ne?

EXT. CHURCH STEPS - DAY 32

Nadi a sits, one hand clutching the handl e of the STROLLER,
t he ot her propping up her head with an el bow on her knee.

NADI A
| try tell her is nore bad than we
t hought. But Zoya cone anyway. W
all come anyway.
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BRENDA
How do you get in?

NADI A
Is arranged. Visa and passport
arrive in mail with ticket to LA
We get off plane. Queue up for man
in airport. What is it? Custons.

BRENDA
One of these nen stanp your
passport?

Nadi a poi nts out Danny Booth. She spits.

NADI A
Sick pig. W all have to date him
Zoya his favorite. She | ook young,
you know. To him she was a drug.

BRENDA
Thi nk he could have kill ed her?

NADI A
(shrugs)
Any drug can nake you crazy.

Brenda shows her nore pictures.

BRENDA
VWhat about one of these nen?

NADI A
He not kill her. He not do not hing.
Just snell feet.

BRENDA

And Ni ck Kosl of f?
(as Nadi a | ooks away)

You' re afraid of the Kosloffs. |
understand. N ck was your boss,
right? Hs father’s a scary guy.
But nothing you say will go
anywhere else. I'"mjust trying to
find out the truth. I just want to
know what happened to Zoya.

4-01- 05

Brenda pulls PICTURES out of her PURSE

Zoya points to the picture of the Congressman.

27.
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NADI A
(a beat)
Ni ck I'i ke her. Took her to a party.
Put her in nice house. Zoya happy
at first.

BRENDA
What happened?

NADI A
She want husband |ike | get. Want
to be Anerican, okay? One day she
call. Tells me she coming up with
baby. Next day she cry. N ck hit
her. Said she have baby, he send
her hone.

BRENDA
Was she pl anning on | eaving hinf

NADI A
She cannot | eave. N ck keep our
passports until we have noney to
get them back. Always is nore than
t hey say.

BRENDA
You got away though.

NADI A
(a beat; near tears)
You get three others to take your
pl ace, they |let you go.

BRENDA
(getting it; it’'s ugly)
And so you got Zoya to cone?
Knowi ng what woul d happen to her?

NADI A

(shaky)
| betray her. Yes. So will you. Wo
was Zoya to Anericans?

(rocking her stroller and

weepi ng)
Not hi ng but Russi an whore. Like ne.

(Nadi a weeps)
| tell her not to cone. | tell her
is nore bad. | tell her.

Brenda puts a consoling armon Nadia s shoul der
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I NT. BRENDA' S OFFI CE - DAY 33
Brenda sits at her desk, denoralized, staring at...

...two PHOTOS: Danny Booth and N ck Kosl of f.

A KNOCK at the door. She |ooks up to see..

...Gabriel enters, a THIN MJRDER BOXX in his hand. He gives
it to Brenda.

GABRI EL
Unsol ved Brent wood hom ci de from
Novenber 6, 2004.

BRENDA
(1 ooki ng at the book)
Vanya Kostenka, 19, stabbed tw ce
in the back with a serrated bl ade.
(flipping through)
Wiere’'s the ME. report?

GABRI EL
Wasn’t with the file. | asked the
coroner’s office for a duplicate,
but that usually takes a week.

BRENDA
(reading; to herself)
Entered the U S. at LAX on 9-19-04
on a visitors visa.

GABRI EL
She paid her rent on time in cash,
had uncl ai med property worth
several thousand dollars. Booth
can’'t afford these things.

BRENDA
On his salary. But |I’'mthinking he
does a little nmoonlighting.

Brenda rises, putting the new nmurder book aside, staring
t hrough her w ndow as. ..

...Pope enters the nurder room acconpani ed by Two Men in
suits and ties. These are FBI AGENTS STEVEN SI MVB and BI LL
BLACKBURN. They head straight for Brenda' s office.

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)
| have a bad feeling about this.
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Pope

after

enters and stands aside for Steven and Bill to foll ow
hi m

POPE
Deputy Chief Johnson, this is Bil
Bl ackburn and Steve Sins. Fromthe
FBI .

BRENDA
(shaki ng their hands)
Pl eased to nmake your acquai nt ance,
gentl emen. And to what do | owe the
privil ege?

SI M5
I"mafraid we have a little overlap
i ssue on the Zoya Petrovna nurder.

BRENDA
Real | y? And what woul d that be?

BLACKBURN
Nati onal security. Need to know
basis. Sorry. W'll get back to you
when it’s played out.

SI M5
Meanwhile, if you could get your
files together we' d deeply
appreciate it.

And off Brenda s | ook at Pope, we cut to:

| NT.

MJURDER ROOM - DAY 34

The Detectives go about closing up their BOXES and handi ng

t hem
sour

| NT.

Pope

over to the FBI interlopers. Provenza | ooks particularly
about the exchange.

AREA | N FRONT OF BRENDA' S OFFI CE - DAY 35
stands next to Brenda as they observe the FBI | eave.
POPE
I had nothing to do with this.
BRENDA
Just a lucky break for your friend
t hen, | guess.
POPE

You know what? Thi nk what you want.
I don’t control the FBI.
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He exits. Gabriel rejoins his boss.

GABRI EL
Look at ‘em Snug bastards. Taking
all our stuff.

BRENDA

(steely-eyed)
Oh, no, Sergeant. Not all. Though
it’s interesting to me how an
ei ght een-year-ol d Russian hooker
becones a vital concern of our
national security apparatus, who
are we to question the FBI? They
ask for Zoya, Zoya they get.

(Lifting up the MJRDER

BOOK Gabri el brought

her.)
But they didn't ask for Vanya
Kost enka, did they? And suddenly I
find I have all this tinme on ny
hands.

Brenda exits into her office. And as Gabriel watches her go
we. . .

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
EXT. RUSSI AN ORTHODOX CEMETERY - DAY ( FROM ABOVE) 36

A G ANT FORKLI FT raises a casket out of its grave, revealing
as it PASSES QUT OF FRAME. ..

...Brenda and Gabriel, wearing MASKS over their faces. They
stand behi nd gathering clouds of dust, a series of other open
caskets behind them conplinented by giant nounds of dirt. A
phone rings in the b.g.

EXT. GRAVESI TE - DAY 37

Gabriel and Brenda watch as the coffin swings to one side of
its former resting place. Brenda s PHONE continues to RI NG

GABRI EL
You ever gonna answer that?

BRENDA
(wat chi ng the coffin)
It’s Pope. If | answer it, he'll
tell me to come back. And I have no
intention of doing that until [’ve
conpared Vanya’s wounds with the
nor gue pictures we have of Zoya’'s.

Brenda’s phone stops ringing as the coffin begins to make its
descent; we PULL BACK to observe as it’'s lowered into a
macabre row of the previously opened coffins. Gabriel’s PHONE
starts to RI NG

BRENDA ( CONT' D)
Don’t answer that, Sgt. And that’s
an order.

Gabriel |1 ooks at the caller |.D.

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)
You' re out of range.

An OLDER RUSSI AN PRI EST steps up beside them This is the
apol ogeti ¢ FATHER CONSTANTI NE | LLYI CH.

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)
I know this is unsettling, Father.

FATHER CONSTANTI NE
No, it is nmy fault. We bury so many
Russian girls - drugs, AlDS,
suicide - too nuch liberty too fast
I think. | should start a fund for
headst ones.

( MORE)
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FATHER CONSTANTI NE( CONT' D)

(di sconsol at e)
How do they get here? Wiy do they
come? | cry for them but | don’t
know who they are.

38 EXT. CLOSER TO THE GRAVE - DAY (A FEW MOMENTS LATER) 38
The fourth casket is now ready to be opened.
Brenda’ s PHONE RI NGS again. She turns it off.

SID and Morgue Attendants gather at the coffin. A SPECI ALI ST
noves to the side with a STEEL ROD and. .

. POP! PUFF!

Instinctively, everyone turns away, putting their MASKS back
up over their faces.

Brenda squints into the gaseous di scharge.

Fat her Constantine slowy noves towards the casket. Brenda
follows him And then Gabriel.

Fat her Constantine bows his head over the coffin, mournfully.

FATHER CONSTANTI NE
Ah. Here she is. This is the girl
you are looking for, is it not?

Gabriel joins Brenda. Brenda checks the picture in the FOLDER
she carries. Then | ooks inside the casket.

BRENDA
Yeah, that’'s her.

Brenda notions to the MORGUE ATTENDANTS, who cone forward.

Gabriel, alnost against his will, |eans over and gl ances into
the coffin.

FATHER CONSTANTI NE
(shaki ng his head)
I neant to put a special little
mar ker on her grave. But | never
got around to it.

As the Morgue Attendants descend on the casket, Brenda al nost
m sses the inport of this last statement. But after a beat...

BRENDA
A speci al marker. Wy?
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FATHER CONSTANTI NE
Oh. Because she was pregnant.

And off Brenda’ s stunned response we cut to:
EXT. MORGUE VAN AT CURB OF CHURCH - DAY 39

As Vanya' s body is zipped up into a body bag and | oaded into
t he back of the van..

...Brenda and Gabriel, without their masks, listen in
cont ai ned astoni shnment to the old Russian Priest.

FATHER CONSTANTI NE
She always sit in the back row
Usually with a man. One day she
stopped ne after the service. Wen
the man wasn’t with her. Told ne
she was pregnant but afraid to have
t he baby.

He | ooks behind himas the doors of the norgue van cl ose on
t he body.

FATHER CONSTANTI NE ( CONT' D)
Maybe | gave her the wong advi ce.

Brenda holds up two different PICTURES for the priest.

BRENDA
The man who canme with her. Do you
recogni ze either of these
gent | emen?

FATHER CONSTANTI NE
Oh, yes. Hm He was very tall.

He points to one of the pictures. W don’t see which one.

I NT. ELECTRONI CS ROOM - DAY 40

On the nonitors, we see Danny Booth at a table, his head in
hi s hands.

Pope paces back and forth while Buzz prepares to tape the
interview After a nonment, Brenda enters.

POPE
Four exhumations? You know how rnuch
that’s going to cost us?

BRENDA
No. W ready Buzz?
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BUZZ
Yes ma’ am

POPE
| told you this case is closed.

BRENDA
This isn’'t about Zoya. It’s about
Vanya Kost enka.

POPE
Who?

We see Gabriel enter the interview roomand take a seat
opposi te Danny, though we don’t hear what they’' re saying.

BRENDA
Anot her girl - nineteen - Russian
immgrant. Killed by the sane

kni f e.
Provenza and Sanchez enter. And Dani el s.

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)

| have reason to believe that your
friend Danny Booth has information
material to this nurder.

Pope stares at Brenda and at...

...Provenza, Sanchez, Daniels and Buzz, who are all | ooking
at himfor a response.

BRENDA (O.S.) (CONT’ D)
Where were you on Novenber 6, 20047

I NT. | NTERVI EW ROOM - CONTI NUQUS 41
Brenda sits opposite M. Booth. Gabriel stands in the corner.

DANNY
That was six nonths ago. | have no -
wait - wait. Novenber 6. Wait.
Novenber 6, that was the day before
nmy nomis birthday. I was in the
hospital. 4 endal e Menori al
Appendect ony the day before. Check
it out.

BRENDA
"1l take your word for it. You did
not commit the nurder of Vanya
Kost enka.



42

43

44

Ep.2 "The Big Picture" Network Draft

DANNY
(unconvi nci ngl y)
Vanya?
BRENDA
Al though I’ m sure you slept with
her .

(hol di ng up Vanya’'s
pi ct ures)

As you do with all the girls from
Russi a whose passports you stanp,
and vi sas you approve. Is that not

4-01- 05

right M. Booth? In addition to the

noney the Russian nob pays you,

don’t you al so get your choice of

t he young | adies you illegally
allow into the country?

I NT. ELECTRONI C SURVEI LLANCE ROOM - DAY

Pope listens, astonished. He sits in front of the nonitors.

DANNY (ON MONI TOR)

Oh, God. Oh, God. You know what? |
I think I mght need an attorney.

BRENDA (ON MONI TOR)

Oh, no, M. Booth. You don’'t need
an attorney. Because if you get an

attorney?
I NT. | NTERVI EW ROOM - DAY

BRENDA
| intend to inmmedi ately sit down
with your fiance and have a nice
| ong chat with her about you and
your penis.

I NT. ELECTRONI C SURVEI LLANCE ROOM - SAME TI ME

Pope leans into the interview, fascinated.

Provenza bends down by his shoul der.

PROVENZA DANNY
We could throw his little
| ady a bridal shower,
actually. Things are slow
around here.

(ON MONI TOR)
You'd - you' d do that? You'd
drag Ellen into this?

36.
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I NTEVI EW ROOM - DAY

BRENDA
Mnrhm 1'd do that and nmuch, mnuch
nore than that.

GABRI EL
Yeah, 1'd hold off on that deposit
for the caterers, too, man. ‘Cause
frankly, | don't see it. The
wedding. It’s not clear to nme yet.

BRENDA
O you could call the FBI. Mke an
appointnment to tell them what you
do for the Kosloffs.

DANNY
(reeling)
My God. What - | can’'t do that. |

can't talk to the Feds.

BRENDA
| didn’t ask you to talk to them |
asked you to nmake an appointnment to
talk to them Special Agents Steven
Simms and Bill Bl ackburn.
(handi ng hi m t he phone)

DANNY
Make t he appointnment? And then
what ?

BRENDA

And then? And then, M. Booth, you
are going to put your life in ny
hands. And hope for the best.

I NT. ELETRONI CS ROOM - DAY

POPE
Son-of -a-bitch

I NT. FEDERAL BUI LDI NG - LOBBY - DAY

He steps over to her.

37.

Pope watches as his friend Danny takes the RECElIVER from
Brenda and begins to dial.

Brenda puts her BADGE, GUN, PURSE and JACKET in a TRAY and
goes through the netal detector. Spots Fritz on the other
si de stepping out of the elevator.
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FRI TZ
Hey! | just called you back.

BRENDA
I know you’ re busy.

FRI TZ
Check your nessages.

BRENDA
WIl | find one that explains why
the FBlI stole ny case?

Brenda sl ans her gun into her HOLSTER, wal ks toward the
el evators. Fritz, bothered, follows her.

FRI TZ
Hey, hey. |’ m working gangs. This
ot her investigation is none of ny
busi ness. And, | ook, Brenda?
Brenda, wait.

Brenda pauses at the elevators and turns around to Fritz.

FRI TZ (CONT’ D)
Com ng over here and raising hel
is not going to get you the case
back. It just isn't.

The el evat or doors open.

BRENDA
As it so happens, Fritz, I’ m not
trying to get ny case back. It’'s
just that when your coll eagues
packed up ny office, there was
sonething I didn't give them

FRI TZ
VWhat’'s that?

BRENDA
A piece of ny mnd. Bye now Bye.

The el evator doors cl ose on Brenda.

I NT. FBlI OFFI CE - DAY 48

Brenda KNOCKS on the open office door, smles sweetly. Sins
and Bl ackburn are surprised to see her.

BRENDA
H y all. Remenber ne?
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BLACKBURN
Chi ef Johnson, sure. What can we do
for you?

BRENDA

Mnd if | cone in?

SI M5
Actual |y, we have an appoi ntnent.

Brenda enters and cl oses the door behi nd her.

BRENDA
M. Booth sends his regrets. My |
sit?

Si s nods, unsure what to nake of this woman.

Brenda takes a chair and pulls out a MJRDER BOOK, which she
references during the rest of the scene.

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)
I found anot her case that m ght
i nterest you, gentlenmen. Another
mur der. Vanya Kostenka, also a
Russi an imm grant, also a hooker,
al so stabbed to death in the back
by a six-inch serrated blade. Al so,
in what | can only describe as an
al arm ngly coi nci dence, dating
Ni chol as Kosloff. In fact, DNA
sanpl es show she was pregnant with
his child when she was nurdered.
Isn’t that amazing? And | began to
wonder if that would be the end of
the simlarities between this case
and that of Zoya Petrovna. O if,
you two m ght al so have known where
Ni ck Kosl of f was when Vanya
Kost enka got a knife in her back?

Si ns and Bl ackburn exchange gl ances.

BLACKBURN
W’ ve had hi munder surveillance
for a year-and-a-half. W m ght be
able to save you sone tine. Wat’s
the date of death?

BRENDA
Sept enber 6th 2004. 5 to 9 p. m

Sins enters the information, reads fromthe screen.
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Qui et descends. Sins and Bl ackburn stare at Brenda, who hol ds
their gaze with perfect equanimty. Finally,
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S| MBS
He had the flu. He was hone sick
Septenber 6, it’s right here.

BRENDA
Did | say Septenber 6th. Sorry. |
met Cctober 6th. Between eight in
the norning and two in the
af t er noon.

SI M5
He was in Vegas. Caesar's Pal ace.

BRENDA
And if | give you another day? And
anot her tinme?

BLACKBURN
W' || have been wat ching himthen,
too. kay? Is it clear to you now?

BRENDA
And what about the next tine he
brutally nmurders a teenage girl?

Anot her silence. Brenda strides towards the door.

BLACKBURN
Ms. Johnson

Brenda pauses and turns back to them

She exits,

BLACKBURN ( CONT' D)
How about we promi se to keep a
better eye on him

BRENDA
That would be a ot easier to
accept if you hadn’t already

successfully proven to me you were
bl i nd.

sl anm ng the door behind her.

And off the FBI agents reactions, we...

Si mrs types.

40.

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
I NT. FEDERAL BUI LDI NG - LOBBY - EVEN NG 49

Fritz paces in front of the elevators, waiting. Doors open.
Brenda steps out of the lift, CELL PHONE to her ear. Fritz
wal ks up to her. Brenda ignores him

BRENDA ( ON PHONE)
I"’mgetting out of the elevator.
Can you hear ne now? | said arrest
Ni ck Kosloff, but I want you to
wait until he’s with his
father...Sgt. Gabriel, please, just
do what | said. And don’t forget to
ask Captain Taylor for his help.
Thank you.

Brenda hangs up and starts wal king away fromFritz.

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)
You and | should not be tal king

ri ght now
FRI TZ
(follow ng her)
Way not ?

Brenda stops, faces Fritz. She’ s shaking nad.

BRENDA
Were you lying to me when you said
that Nick was in custody here?

FRI TZ
| told you what they told me. Look.
Brenda. This is a giant RICO
i nvestigation. lvan Kosloff runs a
drug snmuggling enpire worth
billions of dollars. I knowit’'s -
it’s hard. But you have to try and
see the big picture.

BRENDA
| used to paint the big picture,
okay? | know what’s going on. Nick
was never in FBI custody. Your
friends flipped him got himto
turn against his father, which is
why they’ re giving himan alibi

FRI TZ
Look. What do you want nme to say?
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Brenda wal ks away. Fritz watches her go.
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BRENDA
I want you to say that letting a
potential serial killer nurder
t eenage girls because he has good
connections to the nob is wong. |
want you to say that in Anerica,
we're all equal under the law |
want you to say that you believe
what’ s going on here is norally
reprehensi bl e. Please, Fritz.
Pl ease say that. Because...|’ m not
sure where we go fromhere if you
don’t.

FRI TZ
(a beat)
What’ s going on here is norally
wong. And |'d never do it nyself.

BRENDA
(a beat)
Well. Thank God for that.

FRI TZ
But it doesn't matter what | think,
or you think, because...this is
what’'s happened. I'msorry. They're
going to stand by their story.

BRENDA
Vell, | certainly hope that’'s what
t hey do, because that’s how | plan
to close ny case.

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)
(turning around; still

wal ki ng)
| hope you' re not mad at ne
t onor r ow.

And off Fritz's perplexed reaction..

I NT. MURDER ROOM - NI GHT

Pope enters as Brenda heads back to her office.

with her.

POPE
What’'s the FBI calling ne about?

42.

After a few steps.

50

He catches up
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BRENDA
I was just on ny way to see you
First, | can help your friend Danny
Boot h.

POPE

Forget it. Sex with a hooker is one
thing. But this other stuff. 1’11
turn himover to the Feds nyself if
you want. Just tell ne why they' re
cal I'i ng.

They enter...
51 I NT. BRENDA' S OFFI CE - DAY
Tayl or stands as Pope and Brenda step inside.

BRENDA
I had Nick Kosloff arrested for
mur der .

TAYLOR
He’s in one of your interview roons
ri ght now

POPE
Brenda, you can’t.

BRENDA
One minute. Just - hold on.
(to Tayl or)
And his attorney’s here?

TAYLOR
Andy Pal ermb. One of the top nob
| awyers in the city. | don’'t know
why you wanted it that way, ma am
He’' Il never let Nick talk to you.

POPE
Ch, Cod.

BRENDA

(to POPE)
Hold on a nonent. 1'I1 explain
this.

(to Tayl or)
Captain Taylor, | would really
appreci ate anything you could tell
me about Ni chol as Kosl of f.
Especially in regard to his
relationship with his famly.
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TAYLOR
(unhappi |l y consci ous t hat
Pope’s in the roon

Sure. Nick’s fromthe wong side of
t he sheets. Son of his father’s
second mstress - Anerican girl,
forget her name. A pro. She went
m ssi ng when N ck was about four.
What el se might help you? He's not
that high up in the |adder, really.
His legitimte brothers get nost of
t he bigger responsibilities. And
t he noney. Nick just manages the
ladies. He's the famly pinp.

(a beat)
If that hel ps any.

BRENDA
It explains a couple of things.
Yes. Thank you very nuch.

TAYLOR
Mnd if | watch your interview?

BRENDA
Not at all.

Tayl or bows his head to her and exits.

POPE
Way don’t you ever call nme and say,
“Listen, |I’mrunning around today
and while I'"mout, | mght be

ruining your life.” This is an FB
case, Brenda. Wat do you expect ne
to say to thenf

BRENDA
Just keep themoff nme for five
mnutes, WII. I’mnot arresting
him | promise. | just want to ask
hi m some questions. Five nm nutes.
Pretty pl ease?

POPE
kay, but if you hear black
hel i copters circling the building,
wap it up.

52 I NT. ELECTRONI CS ROOM - NI GHT

44.

52

Fl ynn, Provenza, Sanchez and Buzz observe the nonitors as...
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...Brenda and Gabriel enter and take their seats opposite
Ni ck Kosloff and his powerful fam |y attorney, ANDY PALERMO
| ate 50’ s.

BRENDA
Hello, Nick. M. Palernmp, |'m
Deputy Chief Brenda Johnson.

I NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE | NTERVI EW ROOM NI GHT 53
Tayl or watches at the door, listening at the intercom
I NT. | NTERVI EW ROOM - NI GHT 54

Brenda and Gabriel take their seats.

PALERMO

(wearily)
You al ways jerk people out of
fam |y dinners in handcuffs? You
sent M. Kosloff’s uncle to the
hospital with chest pains. That's
not a good begi nning to our
rel ati onship.

BRENDA
Oh, this isn't the beginning of
mne and Nick’s relationship. W re
old friends now, aren’t we, N ck?

Nick tries not to act nervous.

PALERMO
How so0?

BRENDA
I talked to himabout the murder of
Zoya Petrovna a couple of days ago.

PALERMO
W thout an attorney?

BRENDA
O fered and decl i ned.

PALERMO
(to Nick, irritated)
What are you, stupid?

NI CK
It was no big deal. | didn't do it.
That's all | said. | didn't want to

blowit all out of proportion.



55

56

57

Ep.2 "The Big Picture" Network Draft 4-01-05

I NT. ELECTRONI C SURVEI LLANCE ROOM - N GHT

55

Buzz works the controls. Provenza, Sanchez and Fl ynn observe.

BRENDA (ON MONI TOR) SANCHEZ
Vel |, now we have sonet hing You know what? This isn’t
new to tal k about. about breaking the alib
guys.
PROVENZA

It’s a good thing. Because it’s not
gonna happen.

I NT. | NTERVI EW ROOM - NI GHT

BRENDA
You have an alibi for Zoya's
nmur der, but -
(1 ooking to Gabriel)

Brenda places a picture in front of Nick.

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)
Do you recogni ze this woman?

PALERMO
Don’t answer that.

BRENDA
["1l help, N ck. Her nane was Vanya
Kostenka. Also a prostitute with
whom you were famliar. Al so
stabbed in the back. And with the
sane knife used to kill Zoya.

PALERMO
We freely admt N ck’s attraction
to young whores. You' re boring ne,
Ms. Johnson

GABRI EL
Vell, this particular whore m ght
be nore interesting than the others
because DNA tests prove that she
was the nother of N ck’s child.

I NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE | NTERVI EW ROOM - NI GHT

Taylor leans in, nore interested.

56

57
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I NT. THE | NTERVI EW ROOM
PALERMO
So he knocked up a whore. It
happens.
Brenda slides the picture closer to Nick.

BRENDA
Yes, it does. In fact, it’s how

little Nicholas entered the worl d,

isn’t that right?
Ni ck stiffens. Straightens.
BRENDA ( CONT’ D)

And all the expensive watches and
col l ege rings and nice clothes you

can buy won’t change that, wll
t hey, N ck? How do your brothers

treat you? How does your father’s

4-01- 05

wife treat you? Were you brought up

t hi nki ng that whores |ike your
not her were di sposabl e?

PALERMO

If all you' re going to do is insult

us with arncthair psychol ogy, M.
Johnson, really, we should stop

wasting tinme. If you have evidence,
I"d like to hear it. If you don't,

we' |l get this dismssed at the
arraignnment, if any district
attorney is stupid enough to put
bef ore a judge.

BRENDA

it

Not going to talk, Nick? Don’t want

to confess? Wiat about you, M.

Pal ermo. Maybe you' d |i ke to change

your story?

I NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE | NTERVI EW ROOM - NI GHT

Pope joi ns Tayl or.

PALERMO (ON MONI TOR)
My story? What the hell are you
tal ki ng about? My story?

47.
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I NT. | NTERVI EW ROOM - NI GHT

BRENDA
Your Nick’s crimnal attorney,
right? For his whole famly?

PALERMO

BRENDA
So you were with himlast Friday
when he was being interviewed by
the F.B.1.? From..
(she | ooks to Gabriel)

GABRI EL
Yeah. Fromseven p.m ‘til five in
t he norni ng.

Ni ck stares at Brenda, but Pal ernb stares at

BRENDA
Weren't you? Goodness, | can’t
i magi ne the FBI would arrest and
guestion a crimnal suspect w thout
his attorney present. O that N ck
woul dn’t have called for one under
t hose circunst ances.

I NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE | NTERVI EW ROOM - NI GHT
Pope and Tayl or | ook on, stunned.
I NT. ELECTRONI C SURVEI LLANCE ROOM
Provenza and Flynn are also floored. Sanchez

SANCHEZ
Still don’t see how this changes
t hi ngs. He confesses, the feds
swoop hi m up.

| NT. | NTERVI EW ROOM
Pal ernb | ooks at Ni ck.

BRENDA
And since the FBI provides your
client with an alibi, ny only hope
is that you and Nick here wll
change your story. Any possibility
of that?

4-01- 05 48.
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PALERMO

No. No. | don’'t think so. No.
BRENDA

Al right. Well. I tried. | guess

you're free to go, Nick. Thank you
Pal ermo stands. Slowly. N ck doesn’t nove.
Brenda and Gabriel stand.
Ni ck doesn’t nove.
I NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE | NTERVI EW ROOM - NI GHT 64

Pope nods his head, he and Tayl or nove back towards the
el ectroni cs room

BRENDA (ON THE SPEAKER)
That’s it, Nick. Nothing nore to
do.

I NT. ELECTRONI C SURVEI LLANCE ROOM - N GHT 65

Ni ck remains frozen in his chair. Palernmo puts a firm hand on
his arm

PALERMO (ON MONI TOR
C non, Nicky. Tine to go hone.

| NT. | NTEVI EW ROOM - DAY 66
Brenda and Gabriel are at the door.

Pal ermo | oons over Nick, who jerks away from hi mand
addr esses Brenda.

NI CK
(to Brenda)
| want to confess. | want to
confess. | didit.
(yelling, pulling away
fromhis attorney)
| said | didit.

I NT. ELECTRONI CS ROOM - NI GHT ( CONTI NUQUS) 67

Brenda noves in front of the canmeras. Gabriel grabs N ck and
pul I s hi m backwar ds.

BRENDA ( ON MONI TOR)
Coul d I have sone hel p pl ease?
Could I have sone hel p?
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Fl ynn and Sanchez exit towards the hallway.

NI CK (ON MONI TOR) PALERMO (ON MONI TOR)
I killed both of them Used The kid doesn’t know what
t he sanme knife. he’s saying. | was with him
He was bei ng questioned by
t he feds.
I NT. | NTERVI EW ROOM - NI GHT 68

Brenda shakes her head and opens the door. Sanchez, Gabri el
and Flynn grab hold of a struggling N ck, who pants.

BRENDA
I’d love to help you Nick. But |
can’t break your alibi, see? And I
just don’t know who the jury would
believe: you or the F.B.I

Gabriel, Flynn and Sanchez stare at Brenda, stunned.
Ni ck stares at her, too, al so stunned.
Pal ermb nods. d ares down at his client.

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)
(to the detectives)
Pl ease escort M. Kosl off out of
t he buil di ng woul d you?

I NT. ELECTRONI CS ROOM - NI GHT 69
Pope and Taylor watch as Nick is dragged out of view

TAYLOR
| say you call the Sinms and
Bl ackburn at the FBI and |l et them
know we’ ve rel eased Nick in about,
oh, three hours.

POPE
He'l| be dead in three hours.

TAYLOR
No. He'll be buried in three hours.
He'll be dead when he | eaves the
bui I di ng.

On the MONITORS, Brenda slowy sits down, somewhat shaken, in
Ni ck’s chair. She picks up sonething off the table. And we
CUT BACK | NSI DE TO:
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I NT. | NTERVI EW ROOM - NI GHT

Brenda picks up TWO PI CTURES off the table and gazes at
t hem ..

| NSERT: SEPARATE PHOTOGRAPHS OF ZOYA AND VANYA
Both girls still young, alive and pretty.
RESUME

Brenda, |ooking up fromthe pictures, sitting alone in the
i nterview room thinking about what she’ s done.

I NT. ZOYA' S BUNGALOW - LI VI NG ROOM ( NEXT AFTERNOON)

KNOCK, KNOCK. Brenda opens the door. It’s Fritz And it’s
awkwar d. She steps aside, he steps in.

FRI TZ
So this is the place you're
t hi nki ng about buyi ng?

BRENDA
It’s going at a reduced pri ce.
Because of the nmurder, | guess. And

I had the inside track

(as they | ook around)
It comes furnished, too. Not
exactly ny style. But | can nove
next week.

FRI TZ
Nice. Close to work. Nice. I’msure
you heard they found N ck Kosl of f
nmur dered | ast night.

BRENDA
Yeah, had his throat slit.
FRI TZ
And the Kosl of f enpire remains

st andi ng.
Brenda picks a FOLDER off the coffee table.

BRENDA
Not exactly. Meet Danny Booth. An
I mm gration and Custons Enforcenent
agent your friends can use to
replace Nick. He’'s ready to make a
deal and he needs protective
cust ody.

70
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FRI TZ
From t he Kosl of fs?

BRENDA
No. From his fiance.

Fritz takes the folder. Qpens it. Nods.

FRI TZ
You know what ? Maybe we shoul dn’t
tal k about work for a while.

BRENDA
Okay. What woul d you like to talk
about ?

FRI TZ
(a beat)
"1l let you know Brenda.
(hol ding up the folder)
Mnd if | take this?

BRENDA
No. No. Go right ahead.

MEON MEOWN MEOW The cat shivers back into the room

BRENDA ( CONT’ D)
Dam it. The pound was supposed to
cone and pick himup

FRI TZ
(smiling in spite of
hi nsel f)
That’ s what | | ove about you,
Brenda. That sentinental heart of
yours.

Brenda | ooks at him not know ng what to say.

52.

Fritz exits. Brenda watches himgo for a mnute, not sure

what she shoul d do.
MEOWN MEOW

BRENDA
Al right. Al right. Wll, she
nmust have food for you here
sonewhere. All right.

She | ooks at the door one last tinme and then bends down,

follow ng after the shaky cat.
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BRENDA ( CONT’ D)
Here, Kitty, Kitty, Kitty. Here
Kitty. Cone on. Here you go. Cone
on. That’s a good girl. You can
trust nme. Conme on. Yes. Yes.
(grabbing the cat)
Got cha

END OF EPI SODE

53.





