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FIREFLY

"Out Of Gas"
TEASER

1 EXT. SPACE 1
Serenlity 1n the Big Black of space. She might seem a bit
cock—-eved to us at the moment. No englne movement. She's
less floating and more jJjust kind of hanging there. Elther
near dead —-- or hurt real bad. Reserve emergency power glves
1t jJust a flicker of life. As we nose closer, we peer 1nto
the bridge. No sign of anvyone...

2 INT. SERENITY - UPPER DECKS %
Various shots of the ship. Quietly holding sillent 1mages.
The cockpit: empty.

Looking down the body of the upper decks —-- no one 1n sight.
The dining area —- evidence of recent habitation. A dinner
party was 1n progress, but seemingly cut short. The table 1s
askew. Dishes and an uncut cake have all crashed to the
floor. But not a soul here.

The engine room. The entrance and walls are scorched. The
bi1g turbiline sits silent. No movement.

5 INT. SERENITY - BELOW DECKS 3
It looks like a tornado blew through here. In the common
area: debris 1s everywhere, furniture 1s upturned, caught up
agalnst walls. But no sign of anyone anywhere. The shilp
seems eerilly abandoned. Until finally we go to —-

4 INT. SERENITY - CARGO BAY 4

More debris. More strewn cargo. And then —--

MAL

pr—

Falls INTO FRAME, landing hard on the floor of the cargo bay.
Sweating, pale, somewhat delirious. And alone.

pr—

(We may or may not notilice a plece of an engine part lving

nearbv.)

He struggles to stay conscious; 1t's a struggle he's not

winning at the moment. As we PUSH IN closer to his feverish

face, we start to HEAR what HE HEARS... VOICES IN HIS HEAD:
CONTINUE?:
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FIREFLY "Out of Gas” (GREEN REVISIONS) 10/11/02 2 .
4 CONTINUED: 4
SALESMAN (V.O.)
Yep. A real beauty, ain't she?
Yesslir. A right smart purchase, this
vessel. Tell vou what, vyou buy this
ship, treat her proper, she'll be
wlth yva for the rest of your life.
Mal smiles weakly at the memory —-- or possibly the 1rony.

Now The SQOUND o:

pr—

the AIRLOCK DOORS, KER-CHUNK'!

A sliver of

pr—

LW

DAYLIGHT hits him i1n the face. The light UNFOLDS, Jgrowing,
blinding him. He sgquints against 1t, as —-

5 INT. SERENITY - CARGO BRAY 5
THE AIRLOCK DOORS open, revealing two FIGURES, SILHOUETTED by
sunlight, BLUE SKY behind them. (The ramp 1s down, and 1t
seems we're planetside someplace.)

The figures step onto the ship -- and now we see that 1t's
MAL and ZOE. They enter the cargo bay. They might look
slightly different than we're used to, because 1t's now a £
vears earliler.
/0e steps deeper 1nto the ship, takes 1t all in, as 1f for
the first time. In fact, thilis 1s the first time she's set
foot on Serenity. Mal watches for her reaction.
They are the only two here. The cargo bay 1tself 1s now
TOTALLY EMPTY. Big, empty and echo-y. And everything's
covered wilith a thick layer of dust.
MAL
Well?
7 OF
(after a good long
look)
You pald money for this... On
purpose’
MAL
Come on, Zoe. Serious. Whaddya
think?
/1 OF,
Honestly, sir. I think you were
robbed.
MAL
Robbed? What, no. What do you mean?®
CONT
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o CONTINUED:
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7. OF
S1r, 1t's a piliece of <junk.> [Feil-0o0.]

MAL
<Junk?> [Fel-007?] Okay. So she won't
wWln any beauty contests, that's true
enough. But she's solid. Ship like
this, be with va 'ti1l the day vou die.

/O

Yesslr. Because 1t's a deathtrap.
MAL

That's not... Vyou are very much

lacking 1n 1magination.

/ OF,
lmaglne that's so, sir.

MAL
C'mon. You ain't even seen most of
1t. 'll show you the rest.
(as they go)

Try to see past what she 1s, on to
what she can be.

/,Q.
What's that, sir?

L]

MAT,
Freedom, 1s what.

7, OF,
(polnting)
No, I meant —-- what's that?

He looks down, sees something we don't need to see, something
he was about to step 1n.

As they move off:

TimMinear.net

MA L
Oh. Just step around 1t. I think
somethlng must've been living 1n

here.

I

MAL (cont'd)
tell va, Zoe, we find ourselves a
mechanic, get her running again.
Hire on a good pillot. Mavbe even a
cook. Live 1like people. Small crew,
them as feel the need to be free.
(more)

CONT

NUE.
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FIREFLY "Out of Gas” (GREEN REVISIONS) 10/11/02 4,
5 CONTINUED: (2) 5
MAL (cont'd)
Take jobs as they come -- and we'll
never be under the heel of nobody
ever agaln. No matter how long the
arm of the Alllance might get...
we'll jJust get us a little further.
/ Ok
Get her running "again?"
MAL
Yeah.
/ Ok
SO00... nNot running nNow?
MAL
Not so much.
(Then)
But she will.
He moves deeper 1nto the ship, back toward the common
area/infirmary. She follows. We don't, we stay in the cargo
bay and let them move off.
MAL (cont d)
even know what I'm gonna call her.
(thev're OFF SCREEN
by now, falnter)
Got a named all picked out...
That last bit tralling off as their footsteps recede. We
assume he's telling her the chosen name, but now they're too
far away for us to make 1t out. We do, however, hear a BURST
of LAUGHTER from offscreen Zoe.

As the LAUGHT

T'1IGHT FAC

i
=

1

1n the FOR.

FER echoes and

L GROUN.

fades, CAMERA RBOOMS DOWN to a
D. ..

.Mal, back 1n the present day, curled up on the cargo bay

now WE SE

1
-
|

floor, wlncing 1n his pain.
the wound...
bubbles at his abdomen

gut

. CAMERA MOVES down his body, and
shot. Blood, almost black,

A thick drop of Mal's blood drips through the grating on the

cargo bay

floor. ..

.and falls 1nto —-
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FIREFLY "Out of Gas” (GREEN
ACT ON.
o INT. SERENITY - CARGO BAY

Where Mal's breathing 1s comlng 1n sharp,
for the fallen engine part that lies nearby.

reaches

1t and starts dragging himself
Above him, echo-y GROUP LAUGHTER :

darkness, moving toward the
re present, until we are:

becomling mo

N1

L~

/ INT. SER!

Mi1d LAUGHTE
Or what's 1

Simon, Inara and Book.

'Y — DINING AREA

R BURST from the
eft of 1t.

and thev're all 1n stitches

/. OF
(Laughing
hurts)

No, no, no. That

LAUGHTER.
the joke.

Another explosion of laughter.

Wash, who

TimMinear.net

BOOK
swear 1T 1s!

INARA
(catching

CAMERA moves off the crawling Mal, RISES,

painful gasps. He
Grabs

= back toward the 1nfirmary.

from somewhere 1n the ship.

passing through

sounds of joviality, the LAUGHT:

[T]
Py

y

assembled. A communal dinner.

Gathered are: Mal, Zoe, Jayne, Kavlee,
Book has been telling them a story

SO hard 1t

1s not True.

her breath)

Surely one of vou must have told him!

BOOK

No! There wasn't one among the

brethren had the

heart to say

anything. He was so proud of 1t!

Wash enters from the bridge,

the guy who milssed

He smiles/laughs clueless along with them.

WASH

What? What was he proud of

BOOK
(tears fr

-7  Who he?

om the

laughing)
Looked rather natty, truth be told!

pr—

's st1ll anxious

It's contagious. Even for
to be let 1n on the joke.

L™
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/ CONTINU.

L]
_/
~

WASH
(as he sits)
I want to hear about the natty thing.

(reaches for serving
bowl)
What was natty?

Book gets his laughter under control, takes a drink, waves
Wash away with a "nothing, nothing" gesture.

KAYLEE
Shepherd Book was just tellin' funny
stories about his days at the
monastery.

WASH
Monastic humor. miss out on all
the fun.

(sees serving bowl 1s
empty)
And all the food, too, apparently...

/. Q.
Now Just who do yvou think vyou're
married To?

L™

pr—

Zoe li1fts a napkin off a plate piled with food.

WASH
love my wife.

He kilisses her. They sit close, a couple, easy and relaxed.
He digs 1n.

MATL
SO we got a course set?

WASH
We do. Took a little creative
navigating, but we should make 1t all

pr—

the way to Greenleaf wilthout running

pr—

afoul of any Alllance patrols. Or a
single living soul, for that matter.

MA T,
Good. Way 1t should be.

WASH
'course, what should be an 18 hour

trip's gonna take the better part of
a week by this route.

I

CONT
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FIREEFLY "Out of Gas™ (GREEN REVISIONS) 10/11/02
/ CONTINUED: (2)
MA L
We're 1n no rush. I 1like an easy,

languorous journevy.

Kaylee rises,

picks up some plates.

KAYLREE

What would that be like, wonder?

S 1IMON
(moves to assilist)

Let me help you with that —-

KAY LEE

Not a bit. In fact, 1t's your turn.

Z0e SNORTS with laughter.

TimMinear.net

STIMON
(clueless)

My turn...?

KAYLRERE

Shepherd told a funny story 'bout

bein'

a preacher. Now you tell a

funny story about belng a doctor.

> IMON
Funny story...

JAYNE
Yeah, 'cos sick people are high-
larious.

o> IMON
Well, they can be...

(chuckles)

In fact, remember there was thils
one time was working the E.R. and
this fellow, very upright sort otf

pr—

cltlizen, comes 1n complaining of...

JAYNE

(Interrupts)
Now Inara —- she's gotta have some
real funny whorin' stories, I'd wager.
INARA
oh! Do I ever! Funny and sexy! You

have no 1dea!

(then, deadpannvy)

And you never will.

She 1likes the dissing

/.

Javyne.

CONT

NUE.
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/ CONTINUED:

INARA (cont'd)
don't discuss my clilients.

JAYNE
Aww, come on 'nara. Who'd know?
INARA
YOou.
(Then)
Anyway, A Companion doesn't kiss and
tell.
MAL
SO there 1s kissing~?
She shoots him a look —-- and a half smile. He smililes back.
/ Ok
Hevy, doc?
He looks at her. She's nestled nice and close to her hubby.
/0FE (cont'd)
(nods behind Simon
toward: )

I think maybe our Kavlee could use
vour help after all —-

He turns and 1s surprilised to see her carrving aloft a sweetly
pathetic ship-made birthday cake with miss-matched candles

ablaze.
KAY LEE
Care to make the first 1ncision,
Doctor Tam?
(Then)
Happy birthday, Simon.
EVERYONE
(variously)
Happy birthday! Yeah, many more.
Happy Birthday, son.
Simon reacts, taken aback. It's clear theyv all knew.
o> IMON
Well this 1s... I didn't... How did

vou know?
(glances to:)
River, did vyou —-- 7

CONTINUE.
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/ CONTINUED:

RIVER
"Dayv" 1s a vestiglial mode of time
measurement. Based on solar cycles.

Not applicable.
(Then)

didn't get you anything.

WASH
I'm afraid 1t was me who ratted you

out, Doctor.

> IMON

You'~

MAL
Seems a fresh warrant for your arrest

come up on the cortex. Had vour
birth date attached right to 1it.

STIMON
Oh. see, Well. That's. ..
(worried)

Really?

KAYLEE
(re: the cake)
Hope you like 1t. Couldn't get a
hold of no flour, so 1t's mostly
protein. In fact, 1t's pretty much
what we just had for supper. But I

tried to make the frosting as
chocolatey tasting as possible.

He looks at Kavlee. 1It's very warm and wonderful.

STMON
Thank you. I'm really very deeply
moved.

Kavlee beams her Kaylee—-ness right back at him.

JAYNE,
Well deeply move yourself over there
and blow out them candles s0O we can

try a slice.

o IMON
Right...
KAY LB E
Come on, Doc. Gilve a good blow.

TimMinear.net
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FIREFLY "Out of Gas” (GREEN REVISIONS) 10/11/02 10.
/7 CONTINUED: (5) 7
He does a slight take. She's sort of poker-faced. He
smlles, nods, leans forward, 1s about to blow out the
candles, when... something makes a ghastly nolse deep 1nside

the ship. A GRINDING back near the engine. The power DIMS
and FLICKERS, the engine stops.

A beat. Thev all pause at thils pregnant moment. Then the
famillar HUM of the engilines agaln.

JAYNE
What the hell was that?

KAYLEE
Mavbe jJust a hiccup. I'll check 1t
out.
She sets down the cake on the counter. Starts to move off
WASH
(rising)

I'1ll take a look at the helm.

Now he heads off toward the bridge. River 1s staring at the
cake.
RIVER
Flire...
Simon glances at her, then back to the cake. The candles.
o> IMON

Right. Okay, okav...

He leans 1n to blow out tThe candles and —-

Kavlee 1s stepplng up to the door that leads to the aftdeck
hall —-

BOOOOM! A horrific EXPLOSION from the back of the ship, at
the engiline room.

/0e 1s on her feet 1n an i1nstant. She lunges for Kavlee
as —-—

pr—

-— a glant BALL OF FIRE roills from the back of the ship,

filling the aft corridor. Zoe shoves Kaylee clear of the
doorway, but the big ass FIREBALL bursts at the doorway. Zoe
1s knocked back hard by the concussion of the blast, her body

p— pp—

glancing o the dinner table, then hitting a wall -- goddamn
hard. Wash comes running back from the foredeck hall —--

WASH
Z0e !

CONTINUE.
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D: (0) /

L]

/ CONTINU.

e's side.
the way

Averyone S a bit disoriented. Wash flies to hilis wi:
Inara and Book move to Kaylee, who was shoved out o:
pretty damn hard.

1) 1)

Mal has run over to the aftdeck doorway. Feels another
ERUPTION coming —-

L™

-— ANOTHER FIRE BALL growing down there, explodling toward us
Mal forces the big metal door shut, latches 1t jJust before 1t
hits. He's knocked back by the blast that i1mpacts on the

pr—

other side of the closed door.

RIVER
Flre... filre...

Mal turns, sees that Simon 1s already with Wash at the downed
L0€e.

WASH
/0e, honey, talk to me —-- vou gotta
talk to me, baby...

Mal passes Javyvne as he hoofs 1t toward the bridge, pausing
only long enough to say:

MAL
Seal off evervything that leads below
decks. Do 1t now.

Jayne moves to do that. Mal runs to the bridge —--

L]
QO

NITY - BRIDG.

L]

3 INT. SER

Mal works some controls on the console —-

L™
\O

9 EXT. SPAC

As the ramp lowers 1nto space, while —-

NITY = BENGINE ROOM 10

L]

10 INT. SER

LJ.

The flre rages —-

NITY = DINING AREA 11

L]

11 INT. SER

pr—
-
-

Wash 1s beside himself, has his wife's limp hand pressed
between his. Simon's feeling for a pulse.

L™

CONTINUE.
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WASH

She gonna be okay?
STMON

I need my med kit.

Simon rises, turns toward the aftdeck, sees that the door 1is
shut.

KAY [LEE
(shakes her head)
We got fire.

He turns, moves to the foredeck, steps up to —-

FOR.

L]

DECK DOOR

Jayne 1s just comlng up from around the corner where he's
sealed off that exit.

JAYNE
Where vou think vou're golng?

o> I MON
Zoe's badly hurt. I need my medical
supplies.

JAYNE

sorry, Doc. Nobody leaves.

STMON
f you don't let me through, she
could die.

JAYNE
let vou through -- and we all die.

pr—
-

Off this stand off —-

12 INT. SERENITY - BRIDGE 12
Mal continues to work the ship's controls, as —--
13 INT. SERENITY - CARGO BAY 13

pr—

The AIRLOCK DOORS open, revealing the black of space and
NOW —-—
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16

17
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19
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- ENGINE ROOM/AFTDECK/STAIRS 14

The fire becomes a SNAKE as 1t 1s sucked down toward the

pr—

lower deck, toward the vacuum of space, making sharp, violent

turns —-

INT. SER

L~

NITY

As the SNAKE

along with 1t,

INT. SERENITY

pr—

The pillar of

- COMMON AREA/T

T 1

NEFIRMARY 15

OF FIRE races down the stailirs, whips past the
infirmary, furniture and not-naililed-down 1tems Jgettling sucked

and 1nto —-

- CARGO BAY

fire goes ROARI

along with some loose cargo,

EXT. SPAC

L]

16

NG through the cargo bay and,
1s splt out 1nto space —-

17/

pr—

As the snake of fire shoots out of the cargo bay, dissipatiling
1n cold space.

INT. SERENITY

- BRIDGE

18

Mal watches through the bridge window as the fire shoots out,

extingulishing 1tself 1n the void. He sighs.
INT. SERENITY - CARGO BAY 19
As the ramp closes and the air lock doors close. The storm
1s over.

CcUT TO:
INT. SERENITY A20

Mal ENTERS from the cargo bay, staggering down the steps,
every step more laborious than the last. CAMERA LEADS HIM as

he reaches th
infirmary.

CAMERA ANGLES

e bottom of the

DOWN past Mal's

steps, turns towards the

face, down his chest to his

midsection, where his bloody hand clutches at hilis stomach
wound. Blood seeps through his fingers. He holds the
catalyzer 1n hilis other hand.

TimMinear.net
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AZ0Q CONTINU

L]

D: A2 0

He struggles to make 1t to the closed infirmary doors. He
reaches to open the doors, and as they start to slide open -—--

cuUuT TO:

20 INT. SERENITY - COMMON AREA/INFIRMARY 20
BAM! The infirmary door 1s shoved open and Mal, Wash and
Jayne carry 1n the unconscious Zoe, place her on the
examlnation table. Simon gets right to work.

FEvervone else 1s close at hand, variously 1n the i1nfilirmary
and lingering outside 1n the common area.

> IMON
No sign of burning. Must be
internal. I'll have to do a scan.

CONTINUE.
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20 CONTINUED: 20
He starts hookling her up to hils equilipment. Wash at hils side

concern etched on his face. Mal

activity there, to...

COMMON AREA

fades back, away from the

Kaylee 1s hovering just outside the door of the infirmary 1in
the common area. Mal approaches her.

MAL

Kaylee. Kavlee.

She's 1n shock. Staring.

MA L

Look at me.

She does.

MAL
I need vou up 1n the engilne room,
figuring out what caused this.

KAY L

(cont'd)

(cont'd)

1 1
H H

(feeling 1t)
She ain't movin' —-

Mal glances from spacey Kavlee to Zoe through the glass. Hi
attention 1s drawn back to Kavlee by:

KAY L

Serenity's not movin'.

Mal realilizes she meant the ship,

MAL

know 1tT.

B (cont'd)

not zZoe. Nods, keeplng coo

Which 1s why we gotta
suss out what 1t was happened so we
can get her goilng again, right?

She nods. Tries not to crv.

MAT,
Think you can do that?

KAYLER

Yes, Cap'n.

MAL

(cont'd)

H H

That's a good girl.

pr—

Kaylee gathers hersel:
back to:

TimMinear.net
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pr—

heads o

Mal turns hilis attention

CONT
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20 CONTINUED: (2) 20
INFIRMARY
Simon works on Zoe. Wash 1s at his wife's side, 1nches from
out-of-his mind with distress.
WASH
Come on, baby. Stay with me. You're
strong. Strongest person 1've ever
met. You can do this.
JAYNE

She gonna make 1t?

STIMON
Please. need To work.

Mal appears at the door.

MAT,
Wash.

Wash won't look away from his wife.

MAL (cont'd)
Wash, I need vou on the bridge.

WASH
Zoe's hurt.

MAL
And the doctor's gonna do evervything
he can. Meantime, I gotta have vou

on that bridge. We need to know how
bad 1t 1is.

pr—

Wash laughs grimly to himself, under his breath.

CONT
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20

WASH
(turning on him)
How bad? It's bad, okay, "sir?" My
wlife may be dving, here. So my
feeling 1s 1t's pretty damn bad.

MAT,
Wash. ..

WASH

I'm not leaving her, Mal. Don't ask
me agailn.

MATL
(no joy 1n this)
I wasn't askin'. I was tellin'.

WASH

(without looking back)
<Screw you.> [Chur ni-duh.]

Mal sighs. Reaches 1n, Jgrabs Wash by the shirt, swings him
around, shoves him up against a wall. For all the
physicallity of that, Mal 1s calm, cool.

MAL
You're gonna get to the bridge and

get us on our feet, because 1f we
can't do for Zoe here, vou're gonna

have to be the one that saves her.

Well, vyveah there's tension right about now. Simon continues
to minilister to Zoe. No one else says a word. Mal eases off
Wash's back 1s now to the infirmary door. A beat.

He goes, just totally fucking torn up 1nside. Mal looks back
to the faces looking back at him, then he exits, too.

21 INT. SERENITY - BRIDGE 21
We're looking at Wash's pillot's chair. Empty at the moment.
CAMERA moves off that to find... Wash on his back, examining
the cockpit 1nnards. His face 1s somewhat obscured from us.

CONTINUE.
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D: 21

L]

21 CONTINU.

He's speaklng to someone who 1s 0.s., also he seems much

calmer Tthan he did moments before.

WASH
Oh, veah. This 1s all very do-able.
Wash slides out -- and the first thing we notice 1s the big,
bushy moustache. He stands and now WE SEE, outside the
cockpit windows, BLUE SKY. We're parked someplace 1n the day
agaln.

WASH (cont'd)
shouldn't be a problem at all. A few

modifications, get some real
maneuverability out of this boat.

You'd be surprised.

Mal and Zoe stand at the cockpit door as Wash looks the
vessel over.

MA T,
So vou'll take the job, then?

As Wash sits 1nto the pilot's chair, gives 1t a little swivel.

WASH
Might do, migh-
startin' to ge

do. Think I'm
a feel here.

¢ ¢

MAL
Good. Well, take all the time vou
need. Make yourself to home. Fiddle

wlth them dials. We'll be nearby.

Wash swivels away from them. Fiddles with dials.

MAL AND ZOL

Moving away from the cockpit, down the foredeck, toward the

dining area as they confer --

MAL (cont'd)
He's great, ain't he?

/ QOF,
don't like him.
MA L
(Laken aback)
What?
/ QOF.
Ssomething about him bothers me.
CONT
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21 CONTINUED:

L]
_/
[NO

21

MAL

(Losing patience)
What? What about him bothers vou?

L]

70!
Not sure. Just... somethiling.

MAL
Well, vour "somethin'" comes up
agalnst a list of recommendations
long as my leg. Tanaka raved about
the guy. Renshaw's been trvyving to
get him on his crew for a month. And
we need us a pilot.

L]

7.0
I understand, sir. He bothers me.

MAL
Look, we finally got ourselves a
genius mechanic, now 1t's about time
we hilired someone to flyv the damn

thing.
A BUFFED, SURFER-ISH DUDE, BESTER, passes through frame.
BRESTER
(nodding "excellent!")
"Genius." No one's ever called me
that before. Shiny.
/0e doesn't even reglster that Bester passed by. She's

musing on Wash 1n the distance.

/1 OF,
(musing on Wash)
Just bothers me.

TimMinear.net
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22 INT. SER

L]

NITY

Starts to RBREEP AN AT,

Gas™"

(GREEN REVISIONS)

— INFIRMARY - H.

Nnow . S1mon reacts.

S

L RT .

HART MONITOR

IMON

Her heart's stopped...

INARA, BOOK AND JAYNE

Looking on, helpless.

Nervous.

BOOK

10/11/02

Maybe someone should get her husband
down here...

NO.

They see Mal has appeared.
Simon's racing around the 1n:

MA L

MAL

"lrmary,

(cont'

ad)

What do vou need, doc?

As Si1mon chooses a vial of somethiling

Mal pulls 1t open.

S

pr—

IMON

(po1lnting)
Top cabilnet -—-

S

Sees a large hypo.

That's the 6ne.

IMON (cont'd)

He hands 1t to Simon who doses 1t up.

INARA
What 1s 1t?

ST
Pure adrena.

MON

1lne —-—

Silmon readles himself, polses
heart. Ready for the Pulp Fiction moment?

always funny.

Inara turns away.

Simon plunges the needle 1n.

TimMinear.net

/Z0e's body C

T

He moves 1nto the infirmary.
grabbing things.

fTrom several —-

Bi1g needle.

the needle right over Zoe's

'cause that's

OLTS and we

A

R

D CUT TO:

19.

22

Zzoe's hooked up to the equlpment
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NITY — INFIRMARY 23

L]

23 INT. SER

MAL, HOWLS 1n pain. He's alone in the infilirmary, sittling on

pr—

the edge of the examination table, wrapplng a bandage around

his midsection, 1t's quickly filling with blood. He breathes
hard, then tries to rise. He nearly passes out merely from
that.

He manages to steady himself, moves to the counter, rummages
around 1n some of Simon's supplies —- comes up wlith the big
ass needle that we saw Simon shoot up Zoe with. He 1njects
himself. Has violent reaction.

CLOSE - MAL

His eyes wide, wlde awake. He blinks, fueled with the stu
Now he moves to the englne part that we saw him dragging.
It's near the door. He picks 1t up, but looks toward the
infirmary door, as:

KAYLEE (O.S.)

cap?

NITY — INFIRMARY 24

L™

24 INT. SER

—-— earlier that day. Mal turns away from the table where Zoe

lies. Now the medical monitor beeps a constant, steady
rhythm. The crisls seems past. Mal moves to Kaylee at the
infirmary door. She looks pale, worried. Bad news a'comin'

They step 1nto —-

COMMON AREA

KAYLEE
/0e gonna be okavy?

MAL
You let the doctor worry about Zoe.
Tell me what you know.

KAYLEE
Catalyzer on the port compression
coll blew. That's where the trouble

started.

MAL
I need that i1n Captain Dummy talk,
Kavlee.

KAYLEE

We'lre dead 1n The water.

CONTINUE.
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24 CONTINUED: 24
MAL
Can you fix 1t?
KAYLEE
could trv...
MAL
Just get us to limpin'. That's all
I need.
She looks at him. Nearly staring. Nods. He senses more...
MAL (cont'd)
What? What 1s 1t?
KAYLEE
Well. It's worse'n just the coil.
MAL
How can 1t be worse?
KAYLEE
Maln life-support's down on account

pr—

of the engine being dead.

MAL
Right. But we got auxiliary --

KAY LEE
No. We don't. It ain't even on.
Exploslion musta knocked 1t out.

MAT
SO what are we breathin'?

KAY LEE
Whatever got pumped 1nto the atmo

before the explosion shut 1t all
down.

Jayne has overheard part of this, jolns them.

JAYNE
Mosta that oxygen got ate up by the
fire when 1t went out the door.

KAY LB E
Whatever's left 1s what we got.

Mal takes a beat, weighing his very slim options -—--

MAT,
How long?

CONT
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24 CONTINUED:

L]
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24

KAY LEE
Couplea hours, mavbe.

Now Simon appears, emerging from the infirmarvy.

S IMON
She's stabilized. I tThink she's out

pr—

of the woods.

Off Mal, Kaylee and Jayne, not dgquite ready to celebrate —-

BLACK OUT.

2
=z

D OF ACT ON.

L]
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ACT TWO

NITY - AFTDECK/ENGINE ROOM 25

L~

25 INT. SER

LJ.

Stillness for a beat, then... the ENGINE PART (which we will]
soon come to know as the catalyzer) 1s slammed down before
Mal.

pr—

He's forcing himself up the stalrs and around the corner 1nto

the aftdeck corridor.

INJURED MAL moves 1nto the engine room, PAST LENS. We HOLD
FRAME,, looking (from the englne room POV) down the empty
arftdeck. A beat, then...

L]

. . .MAL APPEARS advancing from the dining area, comlng down
the aftdeck toward the engine room. He's uninjured Mal.

MA L
Bester!
And WE ARE
20 INT. SERENITY - ENGINE ROOM 20
-— 1n a different time. Mal's looking for his mechanic (the

handsome mechanic we saw earlier.)

MA T,
What's this I been hearin' 'bout vet
another delavy?

As Mal moves closer to the engine room, we can make out
BESTER'S ARMY BOOTS sticking out from under the engiline.
Presumably doing hils grease monkey thing.

MAL (cont'd)
You were supposed to have that engine
fixed and us up and...
(as he sees:)
What 1n the name of <all that's
proper..?> [suo-vyo duh doh shr-dang]

Bester's shorts are... well, down around his army boots.
He's having the sex with an unseen FEMALE. There 1s
energetic humpage. Mal's a bit scandalized. Casts his

glance away from the action. Might clear his throat.

MAL (cont'd)

BestTer.

Much with the dirty humping. Mal gives 1t a beat.

CONT
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26 CONTINUED: 26
MAL (cont'd)
Bester.
They seem to be, uh, finishing.
MAL (cont'd)
RESTER !
Bester climbs out, mostly still naked, vanking up his shorts.
BEoTER
What?
Bester jJjust looks to Mal. nnocently i1ngquisitive. There 1s
some dead pan staring on Mal's part. O0Oh, yes there 1s. Then:
MAL

You do reallze we been parked on this
rock near a week longer'n we planned?

BESTER
Yeah, but... there's stuff to do.
MAL
As for example that jJob we got
waltin' for us on Pagquin. When we

landed here you said you just needed
a few days before we were space
worthy again and 1s there somethin'
wrong wilith your bunk?

SEoTER

What?

More 1mpatilient staring, then Bester gets 1t finally: right.

The nake

TimMinear.net

d girl behind the englne. Bester laughs.

RESTER (cont'd)

Oh! No. Cap!
(leans forward
"confidentially")

She li1ke engilnes. They make her hot.

MAL
Bester. Get your pralrle harpy O
my boat and put us back 1n the air.

" .

RESTER
'kay. But... can't.

MAL
Whaddya mean "can't.”

CONTINUE.
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26 CONTINUED: (2) 26
BESTER
No can do, cap. Secondary Jgrav

boot's shot.

KAYLEE (O.S.)
No 1t ain't.

Kavlee pops up, getting dressed. The men look at her.

KAYLEE
Ain't nothling wrong wilith your grav
boot. Grav boot's jJust fine.
(to Mal)

Hello.

pr—

She drops down again, out of view. Mal glances at Bester.
Bester's a bit flustered.

BEoTER
(to Mal)
She don't... that's not...
(to Kavlee)
No 1t ain't!
KAYLEE
(reappearing)
Sure 1t 1s. Grav boot ain't vyour
trouble. I seen the trouble plain as
day when I's down there on my back.

Your reg couple's bad.

RESTER
(clueless)
The... The what?

KAY LEE
Reg couple. Right here. See?

RESTER

NO.

KAY LEE

This.
(Bester 1s still of
the blank expression)

I'm pointin' right at 1it.

1

She rolls her evyes, sighs, reaches 1n, breaks o a part otf

the engine.

[T
py

SEST.

Hevy!

CONT
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260 CONTINUED: (3) 20
KAY LEE
Here.
She plunks the part 1n Bester's hand. She reaches back 1n,
tinkers.

KAYLEE (cont'd)

Don't really serve much of a purpose,
anyway. Just tends to gum up the
works when 1t gets tacked.

(re: a nearby wrench)
Hand me that, will vya?

(he does)
So I figure, why even have 1t?
Better to just plug your g-—-line
straight into the port-pin-lock and
that should...

She's done. WHIRRR tThe turbine starts to turn.

KAYLEE (cont'd)

There.

She shoves 1t 1n Bester's hand. Fiddles with the engine.

BESTER
What'd you do?

MATL,
She fixed 1t.

KAYLEE
Well, 1t wasn't really broke.

Bester looks at the part 1in his hand.

MAL
Where'd vou learn to do that, miss?

KAY LEE
(shrugs)
Just do 1t, that's all. My daddy
Savys got a natural talent.
MAL

I'd say you do at that.

SESTER
(re: the part)
We don't need this?

KAY LEE
Not 'specilally.

TimMinear.net
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260 CONTINUED:

L]

She pulls her hastily assembled wardrobe about her,
and a stunned Bester.

past Ma.

Mal watches Kaylee go, tickled. Bester just blinks,

TimMinear.net
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MAL
You work for your daddy, do vyou?

KAY LEE
When he's got work. Which lately
aln't been too often.

MAL

And have vyou had much experience on
a vessel like this?

KAY LEE
Never even been up 1n one before.

MA T
You never been... how'd you like to?

KAYLEE
(polnts skyward)
You mean...?

MAT,
sure.

KAY LLEE
For how long?

MAL

Long as you like. Long as you can
keep her 1n the sky.

KAYLEE
(gettling 1t now)
You offering me a job?

RESTER

What?

MAL
Believe I just did.

KAY LEE
Just gotta ask my folks!

KAYLEE (cont'd)

Don't leave without me!

20

pushes

TONS) 10/11/02 23D.

stunned.

CONT

NUE.
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26 CONTINUED: (5) 26
BEoTER
Mal. Whaddyva need two mechanics for?
MAL
really don't. Pack your things.
(Then)

She got a name?

TimMinear.net
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27 INT. SERENITY - ENGINE ROOM 2]
MAL
Kaylee!
Mal has entered the engilne room. He looks off screen, a

li1ttle annoyed to see —-

-— Kavylee 1s just sitting there. Forlorn. She's holding the
same plece of equipment that Mal was dragging 1n here. But
the one she's got 1s twlisted and melted and screwed up. She

stares at 1t.

MAL (cont'd)
Kavylee, what are vou dolng?

KAY LEE
I'm sorry, Captain. 'm real sorry.

pr—

shoulda kept better care of her.

CONTINUE.
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KAYLEE (cont'd)
Usually she lets me know when
something's wrong. Mavybe she did and
I wasn't paying attention.

MA L
(patiently)
I cannot be having this from vou
right now. We got work to do.
<Understand?> [Dong-ma-? ]

KAY LEE
(re: the warped
englne part)

Catalyzer's broke. Gonna need a new
one.

MAL
There 1s no new one. You gotta make

do with what vyou got.

KAY LEER
It's broke.

She jJust si1ts there. He gently makes her stand up.

MAL
Come on. This the part?
(she nods)
Well that don't hardly seem 1like
nothing at all. Where does 1t go?

She shows him the spot 1n the engine.

KAY LEER
Here. But 1t won't fit no more.

He tries to i1nstall 1t, no Jgo.

MAL

Then vou gotta figure a way to make
1t fit.

KAYLEER
Tried. Sometimes a thing gets broke,
can't be fixed.

MA L
Fngine don't turn without this?

She shakes her head "no."

TimMinear.net
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2/ CONTINUED:

D (2) 2]
MAL (cont'd)
Fngine don't turn, life support won't
function, we don't breathe. You want
to keep breathin', don't you?
She nods.
MAL (cont'd)
So do 1.
(Then)
Will vou try again?®
She looks at him. Doesn't want to disappoint. Nods. He
smiles. Puts his hand on the back of her neck. Off this

moment —-—

28 INT. SERENITY - COMMON AREA/INFIRMARY 2 8
S1mon checks the still unconscious Zoe's wvitals. ITnara

appears at the i1infirmary door.

INARA
How 1s she?

CONTINUE.
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CONTINUED: 28
STMON
Sti1ll unconscilious. But her vitals
are strong. She won't know 1t, but
as long as her condition remains like
this... she'll outlive us all.
(Then)
She's using less oxvygen.
He moves 1nto the common area. Sits. She jolns him.
SIMON (cont'd)
always thought the name "Serenl,y"
had a vaguely funereal sound to 1t.
INARA
love this ship. I have from the
first moment saw 1t.
o> IMON
Just don't want to die on 1t.
INARA
don't want to die at all.
STMON
Suffocation's not exactly the most
dignified way to go. The human body
will involuntarily —-
INARA
Please, I don't really require a
clinical description right now.
o> IMON
I'm sorry. I just..
(after a beat)
It was my birthday.
He smiles wistfully. She smiles back. Puts her hand over
his. Off this moment.
INT. SERENITY - BOOK'S QUARTERS 29
Book si1its at his little table. We can see he's scared.
Reading from the Psalms. Tryving to find comfort 1in those

anclient words.

He looks up,

TimMinear.net

RIVER (0.S5S.)

Don't be afraid.

CONT

a blit startled to see River haunting his doorway.

NUE.
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29 CONTINUED: 29
RIVER
(re: his Bible)
That's what 1t says. Don't be afraid.
BOOK
Yes.
RIVER
But vou are afraid.
BOOK
Yes.
RIVER
You're afraid we're going to run out
of air. That we'll die gasping.
(Then)
But we won't. That's not going to
happen.
He looks at her. Taken by her utter certainty. He finds a
kind of comfort there. Well, that 1s until:
RIVER (cont'd)
(flatly)
We'll freeze to death first.
cuT TO:
30

L]

NITY — BRIDG.

L]

30 INT. SER

Wash 1s at the helm. He's torn up wilith worry and anger.
He's seethling a bit. Mal enters. Wash doesn't even turn.

MAL
You get that beacon sent?

WASH
(much with the
resentment)

Yeah, 1t's sent.

MATL,
Good.
WASH
(under hilis breath)
Polntless.
MAT,

What was that?
CONT
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30 CONTINUED:
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30

WASH

Nothlng, sir. It's a brilliant plan,
'm sure we'll all be saved.

MA L
Getting a little weary of this
attitude, Wash.

WASH
Are you? Well I'm very sorry about
that, sir. I guess the news that

we're all gonna be purple and bloated
and fetal 1n a few hours has made me
little snippy.

MATL
It's possible someone might pick up
the signal.
WASH
(plssed)

No, Mal. It's not possible.
Nobodvy's gonna pick up the damn

signal. You wanted us "flying under
the radar," remember? Well, tThat's
where we are: out of range of anvyone

or anything.

MA L
Then make 1t go further.

WASH
What?

MAL
Make the si1gnal go further.

WASH
Can't make 1t go further.

MAL
Not 1f all you're gonna do 1s sit
here and whine about 1t, no.

pr—

WASH
What do you expect me to do, Mal?

MAL
(building)
Whatever you have to. And 1f vyou

can't do 1t from here, then vyou put

on a sult and get out on the side o:
the boat and...

1

CONT
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WASH
(Volce rising)
And what? Wave my arms around?

MAL
Wave vour arms around, Jjump up and
down. Dilvert the nav sats to the
transmitter. Whatever.

WASH
Divert the...? Right. Because

teenage pranks are fun when vou're
about to die!

MA L
Gl1ve the beacon a boost, wouldn't 1t?

WASH
Yes, Mal. It'd boost the signal, but
even 1f some passerby did happen to
recelve, all 1t'd do 1s muck up their
navigation!

MA L
Could be that's true.

WASH
Damn right 1t's true! They'd be
forced to stop and dig out our signal
before they could go anyplace!

A beat as Wash let's what he just said sink 1n.

Javne has appeared,

TimMinear.net

WASH (cont'd)
Well, mavbe I should do that, then!

MAL
(snapping back)
Maybe you should!

WASH
Okav!

MAT
Good!

WASH
FF1ne!

JAYNE,
HEY!

pr—

TONS) 10/11/02

He

forces himself between the two O:

32.

30

snaps:

them.

CONT

NUE.
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30 CONTINUED: (3) 30
JAYNE (cont'd)

What the <hell> L guay]| do you two

think you're doilng?! Fightin' at a

time 1li1ke this.

A moral lecture from Jayne.

They both ease ©

JAYNE (cont'd)
(as he turns and goes)
You'll use up all the air!

WAAA! WAAA! WAAA! A KLAXON

31 INT. SER

L~

LJ.

Where the ALARM origilnated.
ship warning him that:

SER.
Life support
levels at once.

H [T

Then the same ALERT repeats

SR RENLT

<Ll1fe support fai.

SOUNDS and W.

[]
-
i~
]

Cool down.

NITY - ENGINE ROOM

Mal, gut-shot,

NITY (V.O.)
"allure.

IN CHINESEH.

L]

Y (cont'd; V.O.

levels at once.>

31

listens to the

Check oxvygen

ure. Check oxygen
Jeo—-shung vong-

Jur

goo—-jang. Jilien-cha yong-chil gong

vin. ]

Mal's bleary-eyed, fumbling with the ship part, trying to

the falled compression coil. But
he's having a fuck of a time.

install the catalyzer 1into

pr—

He wipes sweat from his brow with the back of hilis hand —--

pr—

leaving an ugly smear of Dbl
his eyes. Shit.

ood. He blinks

The KLAXON continues to sound. The ship's

Fnglish agailn.

Mal nearly has the part ins

He can't believe that just happened.

to sound —-

=
Z,

Co the engilne.

D O ACT TWO
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1T back. ITt's 1n

message repeats 1n

talled... but 1t slips from his
bloody fingers and drops 1in-

Lost Lo him.

And the alert contlnues

BLACK OUT.
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ACT THREER
32 EXT. SPACE 32
Dead Serenity just hanging there.
33 INT. SERENITY - COMMON AREA/INFIRMARY 33
FEvervone sits huddled together. Thev're wearing coats and
blankets. t's cold. Mal stands before the assembled, grim.

He's a bit distracted, tries to keep focused. A combination
of the situation and the thinning of the ailr.

MA T
Well. As you're all keenly aware. ..
seems we, uh, run into a... b1t of a
situation. Engilne's down Life

support's on the fritz. And got
nine people here all wanting to

breathe.
(tries to be light)
Could take turns, I suppose.
(thud)

But that doesn't really appear to be
an option. Truth 1s... aln't got a
whole lot of optlons at this juncture.

A beat. They all look back at him. Watch him as he casts a
glance up at Serenity. Runs his hand along a bulkhead or
wall. Then gilives 1t an affectilionate pat. Contlnues -—-

MAL (cont'd)
SO now 1nstead of focusing on what we
don't got —-- time to talk about what
1t 1s we do. And what we got are two
shuttles. Short range. Won't go
far. But they each got heat, and
they each got alr. Last longer than
what's left 1n Serenity.

STMON
Long enough to reach someplace?

MAL
No.
BOOK
SO... where will we go, then?

CONT
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33 CONTINU

L]
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That hangs there for a moment. Nobody believes that's going

to happen.
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MAL

Far as you can get. We send both
shuttles off 1n exact opposite
directlons —-—- betters the chance of
somebody being seen, mavbe getting
picked up.

(Then)
Shepherd Book, Kavlee and Jayne'll
ride with Inara 1n her shuttle. Docg,
vou and your sister will go with Wash
and Zoe —- seein' as Zoe still needs
some doctorin'.

B

KAYLEE
What about vou?

MAT
Four people to a shuttle. That's the
arrangement. Even's the odds.
(Then)
I'm stayling with Serenity.

KAY LEE

Cap'n —-

MAL
We sent out a beacon. Even managed
to boost 1t a little. Now, 1f by
some chance we do get a response,
there's gotta be someone here to

allsSwelr .

MAL (cont'd)
Let's get those shuttles prepped.

30.

33

Wash stands, starts moving to the stairs near the in:

Mal nods.

TimMinear.net

“lrmary.

MAL (cont'd)
Wash —-- shuttles are that way.

WASH
I know. But like you sald —-- someone
might answer the beacon. And when
theyv do, want to make sure vou're
able to call us all back. Won't take
me a minute.

Wash moves off.

CONT

NUE.
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D: (2)

Gas” (GREEN REVISIONS)

MAL

Javne, get shuttle two ready.
see to Inara's.

TimMinear.net
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33

CONT INUE.
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MAL (cont'd)

(Lo evervone else)
Let's get

moving.

(as he goes)
Take only what vou need.

p— pp—

Mal moves off. Evervone's a bit stunned.

follow Mal.

0/11/02 30.

33

Inara moves TO

34 INT. SERENITY - CARGO BAY/CATWALKS 34
Mal heads up the catwalks, moving toward Inara's shuttle.
She appears, followlng.

INARA
Mal...

MAL
You fly smart, don't push too hard,
shuttle life support should last you
a good long while.

INARA
Mal, this 1sn't the ancient sea. You
don't have to go down with your ship.

MAL
She ain't going down. She ain't
golng anvywhere.

(Then)

Jayne'll be worth something 1f vou
run 1nto trouble. But don't trust
him, and don't let him take over.
You're pald up through the month.
It's sti1ill vour ship.

INARA
Mal...

MAL
But so far as your securility deposit
goes... that think might have to
owe Vou.

He enters her shuttle. She follows —--
30 INT. INARA'S SHUTTLE 30

TimMinear.net

Inara Steps through first. She's wearing di:
Mal steps 1n behind her.
dressed differently.

pr—

Mal's showing her the "property."

CONT

erent clothing.
The shuttle 1s either empty or

NUE.
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35 CONTINU

MAL,
Well, here she 1s.

She glides 1n, takes 1n the space for the first time.

MAL (cont'd)
Nice, aln't she?

INARA
Smallish. ..

MAL
Not overly. How much space you
really need for what vou do, anywavy?

She 1gnores that, still considering the shuttle. She moves

— F

1into the cockpit. Blue sky outside the windows. Mal follows.

MAL (cont'd)
Got a surveyor and his wife
lnterested 1n renting 1t. They're
Just walting to hear back.

INARA
What's her range?

MAL
Standard short. She'll break atmo
from a wide orbit. Get you where vyou
need to go, bring you back home again.

INARA
This shuttle ——- 1T seems newer than

the rest of the ship.

MAL
My understanding 1s this ailrlock was
added some years back. Certailn
modlfications and 1mprovements been

pr—

made over the course of the vears.

INARA

Mmmm .

MAL
But she's space worthy. Like the

rest of Serenity.

INARA
No need to sound so defensive,

Captain.

(more)

CONT

TimMinear.net

NUE.

L]




FIREFLY "Out of Gas” (GREEN R.

35 CONTINUED:

L]

He watches her as she moves 1nto the main chamber,

L]
=
N

INARA (cont'd)
(sliding past him)
I prefer something with a few milles
on 1t.

over. Looking her over...

Mal blinks at all that for a beat, letting 1t register,

TimMinear.net

INARA (cont'd)
Were we to enter 1nto this
arrangement, Captain Reynolds, there

are a few things would requlre from
vou. The foremost being complete
autonomy. This shuttle would be my
home. No crew member, 1ncluding

pr—

vourself, would be allowed entrance
wlthout my express 1nvitation.

MAL
You'd get your privacy.

INARA
Good. And just so we're clear, under
no clrcumstances will I be serviciling

vOou Or anyone who 1s under vour
emplov.

MA L
I'"1ll post a sign.

INARA
That won't be necessary. The other
thing I would 1nsist upon 1s some
measure of assurance that when I make
an appolintment with a client I'm 1n
a position to keep that appolntment.
SO far as such assurances are

pr—

possible on a vessel of this type.

MAT,
That's an awful lot of caveats and
addendums there, miss.

INARA
As I stated, Just want to be clear.

MA L,
Well. IT'1l1l be sure and take all otf
that 1nto consideration when review
the applications.

TONS) 10/11/02 38.
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looking 1t

CONT

then:
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35 CONTINUED: (3) 35

INARA
Don't be ridiculous. You're golng to
rent this shuttle to me.

MAL
Am 17

INARA
Yes. And for one guarter less than
vour asking price.

MAL

(l1ke hell)

That a fact?

INARA

T 1s

MAL
And vou figure vyou'll be getting this
discount... why exactly?

INARA
You want me. You want me on your
ship.

MAL
Do 17

INARA
Yes. Because I can bring something
that your "surveyor" or any of the
other fish you might have on line
can't ——- a certaln respectability.

MAL
Respecta —-

INARA
And based on what little I've seen ot
vour... operation... suspect that's
something you could use.

MAL
F'ine. Let me ask vyvou this: 1f
vou're so "respectable," why are vyou
even here? 1 mean, I heard tell of
fancy ladies such as yourself
shilpping out with the blg luxury
liners and the like. But a
reglstered Companion on a boat 1like
this? What are vou running from?

CONT
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35 CONTINUED:
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o

INARA
I'm not "running" from anvthing.

He looks at her. Doesn't belleve her.

MA L
1t's Alliance trouble vou got, you
might want to consider another ship.
some on board here fought for the
Independents.

pr—

INARA
The Alliance has no gquarrel with me.
In fact I supported Unification.

MAL
Didja? Well, I don't suppose you're
the only whore that did.

She looks at him. Smiles, won't let this guy rankle he

INARA
Oh —-- one further addendum. That's
the last time you get to call me a
"whore."

She walks past him.

MAL
Absolutely. Never agailn.

30 INT. INARA'S SHUTTL.

L]

40.

32

rl

30

Mal moves about the cockpit, checkiling gages, dials, etc.

MAT,
Keep everything set as low as
possible. Don't waste what you got.

She pushes him out of the way, takes over.

INARA
Let me do that. You never could
operate this thing.

He lets her take over. Gazes down at her. Now she looks at

him. So much to say. He sees that. Feels similarly.

TimMinear.net
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CONT I

SOUN.

INT.

Gut-shot Mal

"Out of

L]

NU.

pr—

) OT

SR,

Works to
but he does 1t.

L]

N1

And try not to talk.

alr.

Mal. ..

Can't.

Four.

Gas™"

(GREE

MAL

2
L+]
=
%

TONS) 10/11/02 47 .

30

Talkin' uses up

There ain't no need for 1t.

INA.
come wlth us.

MAL

INA

RA

RA

One more person.

make a di

MAL

INA

fference.

RA

Four to a shuttle, Inara.

You know 1t can't

NOT now.

I'm not leaving Serenity.

Mal —-- you don't have to die alone.

'Y — APFT

MAL

DECK/E

NG

N

Fvervbody dies alone.

WE hold on their look to each other, we PRE-LAP the horrible
the KLAXON SOUNDI

NG —-

CUT TO:

B ROOM 37/

LJ.

fishes out the part to the compression coill.
fit 1t 1nto the damaged engilne.

It takes some work,

He fires 1t all up - the turbines start to spin. It works.
The BLARING ALERT stops. Power restored. Life support
functioning again. He starts dragging himself toward the
bridge —-
INT. SERENITY - BRIDGE 38
We're 1n Mal's POV, moving toward the seemingly empty
bridge —-- but Wash appears 1n the doorway.
WASH
Everyvthing's set and ready.

REVEAL - MAL (uninjured-Mal) moving toward the bridge.

CONT

NUE.
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36

MAL
Good.

WASH

I linked the nav systems of both
shuttles 1nto the helm, here.

Wash points out a LARGE, DISTINCTIV.
control panels.

L™

BUTTON on the navigation

WASH (cont'd)
When vyour miracle gets here, vou just

pound this button once. t'1ll call
back both shuttles.

Mal nods. Wash wants to say something. Everything's all
fucked up. He's about to speak, but before he can:
MAL

pr—

GO see to vour wilife.

Wash takes a beat. Then exits.

39 INT. SERENITY - CARGO BAY 39

Mal walks with Jayne. Jayne has a du
over hils shoulder.

"le and some guns slung

JAYNE
I went ahead and closed off all below
deck wvents. Diverted what there 1s

to the bridge. It ain't much. So my
advice, seal off evervthing tight
behind you when you go back up.

Might buy you some time.

Mal nods. He's looking up to —-

MAL'S POV

Of the upper catwalks. To the left, Wash and Simon carry a

stretcher with unconscious Zoe 1nto the second shuttle.
River follows.

Mal looks to his right —--

-— Book and Kaylee enter Inara's shuttle. nara stands at
the doorway, looking down at him.

CONTINUE.
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JAYNE (cont'd)

And I prepped a sult for you. It's
hanging 1n the foredeck. When the
tlme comes, you can just...

MAL
(cuts him off, though
not angrily)
I won't be needing 1t, but thanks.

42A.

39

CONT
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(2) 39
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39 CONTINU

JAYN.
Okavy. Well.

L™

p—— p—

Jayne takes a beat. Then he moves off, heading up the
catwalk stairs.

WASH

AT The door to shuttle two. He slides the door shut.

JAYNE

Reaches the top of the catwalk. Motions for Inara to go
inside. A beat. He eves on Mal. Then she disappears
inside. Jayne follows, shuts the door. Mal stands alone 1n

the big, empty cargo bay, as...

40 EXT. SPACE 40
The two shuttles detach from Serenity, go thelr separate
ways, off 1nto space.

41 INT. SERENITY - CARGO BAY 41

Mal moves through the door leading to the i1nfirmary, shuts up
the door behilind him.

NITY - UPPER DECK 472

L]

42 INT. SER

Mal closes off the door to the aftdeck. Moves through the
dining area, moves 1nto the foredeck, slides that door shut

behind him.

43

L™

NITY — BRIDG.

L™

43 INT. SER.

Mal closes off the bridge. He sits 1nto the pilot's seat.
Si1ghs. And WE SEE his FROZEN BREATH misting. He sits alone.

pr—

Staring out 1nto the empty vastness of space.

The alr 1s thin and he starts to get drowsy. FEach breath 1is
COLD MIST. The MIST getting thinner and thinner. He shivers.

His eyes start to close —-

44 EXT. SPACE 44

LJ.

Serenity. Silent. Alone. Not moving.
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45 INT. SERENITY - BRIDGE 45
Some time has passed. Mal looking half frozen and
unconscious 1n the pilot's chair. He doesn't react to the

SOUND of a SIGNAL as 1t starts come through on the console...

CLOSE - MONITOR (INSERT)

L]

THE SIGNAL on the console. A FUZZY IMAGE. A MAN'S FAC.
through the mostly STATIC. Barely discernible.

CAPTAIN (V.O.)
(fi1ltered)
Firefly Serenity... This 1s the
private salvage S.S. Walden.
Recelving your dilstress beacon, do
vou read?

We're only getting about a third of that as 1t's trying to

II]II]

break 1n on Serenitvy's wounded half-powered system. It
continues to repeat and CRACKLE.

Mal si1ts motionless. Not hearing 1t. Mavybe dead.

More STATICY SIGNAL. More CRACKLING. But now Mal starts

stir slightly. A few more WORDS of the DISTRESS REPLY
crackle through...

Mal forces his heavy-lidded eyes open just as... The
transmission ends. No more signal.

Mal tries to orient himself. Did he hear something? His
head lolls as he looks to the now silent monilitors. Could
have been a dream. His bleary eves shift up to the window —-

ANOTHER SHIP

[T]
py

THE SIZE OF SERENITY Rilses up there, right the fuck 1in
f the window. Which 1s as good a place as any for —--

BLACK OUT.

D OF ACT THRRKE

[*]
=
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40 EXT. SPAC.

The S.S.

47 INT. SER.

Mal on the bridge. WE SEE the IMAGE of the CAPTA:
Walden on the vid monitor.
funny. Mal does his best to keep up, but lack o:

L™

L]

L]
=
N

ACT FOUR

TONS) 10/11/02 45.

40

Walden nose—-to-nose with the smaller Serenity.

NI

L™

'Y — BRI1IDG.

the extreme cold aren't helpiling.

TimMinear.net

CAPTAIN
I'm sorry for vour troubles, Captain.
They sound many. But you do
understand I can't i1nvite you on
board my vessel. I got folks here to
consider. They depend on me to make

the right choices. And I don't know
vou.

MAL
I'd do the same myself, were the
situation reversed. 'course, one ot
my 1diot crew'd probably talk me 1nto
changlng my mind... you got i1diots?
CAPTAIN
NoO.
MAL
Well I'm not looking for a ride,

Captaln. Just a little push 1s all.

CAPTAIN
Right. Your mechanical trouble.
Compression coll, vou say?

MAL
It was the catalyzer.

CAPTAIN
Not even the coi1il? Catalyzer's a
nothing part, Captain.

MAL
It's nothing 'ti1l you don't got one.
Then 1t appears to be evervthing.

pr—

47

‘N of the

A serious sort; Mal without the

oxXxvygen and

CONT

NUE.
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4/ CONTINU

CAPTAIN
It 1s possible we might have
something that'd do you. We just
come from a big salvage Job o Ita
Moon. Picked the bones'a half a dozen
Junk heaps not unlike the one you're

sittin' 1n.

MA T,
Mmmm .

CAPTAIN
I suppose we could dock, take a look
around, see 1f there ain't some way
we might come to terms. That's 1f we

have the part --

Captalin looks off screen, presumably at some unseen person
speaking to him.

CAPTAIN (cont'd)
I'm told we do.

MA T,
. would appreciate 1t.

CAPTAIN
Trouble 1s... how can I know for
certaln your storvy's true? Ambush
could be walting for me and my people
on the other side.

MAL
You can plainly see both my shuttles
been launched, just like sald. And
'm sure by now you scanned me. You
know got no life support.
CAPTAIN

(muses, Then)
I don't expect To see any weapons
when we board.

MAL
And I do expect to see that engilne
part before I open the door.

CAPTAIN
(smlles)
feel like mavbe we can do busilness.

Fz2272T. The Captaln's face disappears from the monitor.
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40 EXT. SPAC.

L]

46

As the S.S. Walden's airlock attaches to that of Serenity...

L]

49 INT. SERENITY - CARGO BAY 49

Mal, breathing vervy shallow, walts near the standing airlock
door controls.

The Captaln appears at the airlock doors. He holds up the
catalyzer at the window. Mal activates the airlocks doors.

As the doors open, there 1s a tremendous RUSH OF AIR from

other side —-- blessed oxygen. Mal nearly passes out from the
drinking 1n of 1t. He closes hils evyes for a beat, just
sucking down as much as he can. When he opens his evyes

agaln —-

—-— The Captain and his FOUR PEEPS have their guns raised and
almed at him. Mal's hands go up 1nstinctively.

CAPTAIN
Check him.

pr—

One of Captain's crew moves 1n, frisks Mal as —--

CAPTAIN (cont'd)
(to another flunky)
Search the ship. Start 1n the
cockpit, work vour way down.

MAL
This what vou meant by "ambush?"

CAPTAIN
(smiles)
We're just verifying vour story.
(Lo flunkilies)
You find anvone on board not supposed
to be —-—- vou shoot 'Tem.

The Captain was hoping that last bit would elicit a reaction
from Mal. t doesn't. As the lackeys go -—-

MAT,
Thought we were gonna be reasonable
about this?

MARCO

Reason’?

No, that wasn't a typo, because suddenly we are:

TimMinear.net
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pr—
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NITY - RAMP/CARGO BAY - DAY

10/11/02

o0

40.

On the open ramp of Serenity and 1t's Mal and Zoe 1n an armed

pr—

stand o

another gang -- THREE PRICKLY BANDI
fellow called MARCO thelr leader.

MARCO
(to his partner)

TOS, a grizzly

He's gonna talk to us about "reason, "

NOW .
JAYNE
Yeah. That's a joke.
Oh, yveah —-- Jayne's one of the members of the rival gang.
MAL AND ZOE —-- a brief, sotto exchange:

L

MA L
Which one you figure tracked us?

7.0
The ugly one, sir.

L™

MAL
(long beat)
Could you be more specific?

THE OTHER GANG

TimMinear.net

MARCO
Do we look "reasonable™ to vyou?

MAL
Well. Looks can be deceiving.
JAYNE
Not as decelving as a low down
dirty... deceiver!
MAL

Well said. Wasn't that well said,

/0e’?

Z,OF
Had a kind poetry to 1t, sir.

JAYNE
You want should shoot 'em now,
Marco??

MARCO

Walt until they tell us where they

put the stuff.

CONT

NUE.
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50 CONTINUED: 50
JAYNE
That's a good 1dea. A good 1dea.
Tell us where the stuff's at so 1 can
shoot va.
MA T,
Point of 1nterest? Offering to shoot
us, don't work so well as an
lncentive as you might 1magline.
Anyway, we've hidden 1t. So 1f vyou
kill us, you'll never find 1it.
JAYNE
Found vou easy enough.
MAL
Yeah. Yeah you did, actually.
(Then)
How much they paving you?
JAYNE
Wubba —-- huh?
MA T,
I mean, let's say you did kill us.
Or didn't. There could be torture.
Whatever. But somehow vou found the
goods. What would yvour cut be?
JAYNE
Seven per cent, straight off the top.
MAL
Seven? Huh.
Mal makes a "wow, that's pathetic" grimace. Jayne sqgulints.
JAYNE
What?
MAL
Mmm? Nothing. Not a thing. Just...
(To Zoe)
That seem low to you?
/O
It does, sir.
JAYNE
It ain't low...
CONT
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"Out of Gas™ (GR
D: (2)
MARCO
Stop 1t.
JAYNE

Seven per cent,

MAT,
Who told you th
(re: Mar
Him?
(Then)
Okavy. Zoe,
JAYNE
Why? What does
MARCO

Knock 1t off.

MAT
forget

Look,

=]
<
N

TONS)

that's standard.

at??
CO)

she

sald

sure vou're treated

get the perks.

GoLT

(off Jayne's

NoO~

JAYNE,
(re:
With that one.

MATL
Really.

MARCO
Jayne, this ailn

JAYNE
Yeah,

MAL

You move on over to this side, we'll
not only show vou where N
at —— we'll see vou get
Not no sad

deserve.

JAYN.
Private room?

L]

MARCO

Javne'!

I'm paying vou too much.

get?

anything. I'm
very well. You

vOour Oown roomn. ..

reaction)

You share a bunk?

the other guy)

't funny.

I ain't laughin'.

ar

the stu

"seven."

10/11/02

the share vyou

o0

o0.
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50 CONTINUED: (3) 50
MAT,
Your oOwn room. Full run of the

kitchen. Whole shot.

MARCO
Javne. I ain't askin —-

POW! Javne shoots Marco 1n the leg and i1nstantly drops the
other bandito (who was just barely starting to turn on Jayne)
wlithout really lookiling.

JAYN.

L]

shut up.
(to Mal)
How blg a room?

Off that --

o1 INT. SER.

L™

NITY - CARGO BAY ol

The Captalin with hilis gun trained on Mal. Now the others
start to return to the cargo bay.

LACKEY #1
Ship's clear, Captain.

CAPTAIN
You check the engine room?

LACKEY 1
(nods)

It's like he said. Catalyzer's
blown. That's all he needs.

MA L
Now anything that's worth anything's
really right here 1n this cargo bay.
You take a look around, decide what
vou think's fair.

CAPTAIN
Already decided.

BOOM. The Captailin shoots Mal i1n the gut. t happens
suddenly and wlthout passion.

CAPTAIN (cont'd)
We're takling your ship.

Mal's eyves go wlde and he sinks to hilis knees. Topples onto
his back. The Captaln coolly 1nstructs hilis crew. Tosses the
catalyvzer to one of his men.

CONTINUE.
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51 CONTINUED: 51
CAPTAIN (cont'd)

Billy, get this plugged 1in. Jesse,

call Stern over here. You and him'll

pllot this pile of <crap> [go se] out

of here.

MAL'S POV

Looking up under Jayne's work out bench where there 1s a gun

tapped to the underbelly.

L]

RESUM.

CAPTAI

We'll get 1t as

He stops short as he hears the sound of a GUN being COCK

CAPTAIN'S POV

N (cont'd)
far as —-

L]
\_/
I
I

pr—

Looking down the barrel of Mal's gun.

MAL
(eves on

Captaln)

Jesse, don't call Stern. 3111y,

leave the catalvyzer.

CAPTAL

(nervous,
Do as he says.

N
nods)

The lackey with the catalyzer sets 1t on the cargo bay floor.

MAL

(to Captain)
Take vour people and dJo.

CAPTAIL

N

You would have done the same.

MAL

We can already see I haven't.

(Then)

Now get the hell off my ship.

And now the Captain and all his men back away to the ailr lock

doors. Mal, through sheer force o:

pr—

- wlll, rises to his feet,

keepling the gun on them, moves to the air lock door controls.

Closes hits the button as

they step through. The doors shut.

And Mal collapses on the cargo bay floor. Exactly where we

first found him.
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o7

L]

oz EXT. SPAC.

As the larger salvage shilp detaches from Serenity and heads
SEF

NITY = VARIOUS o3

L]

o3 INT. SER

The cargo bay floor, blood there.

The common area, 1nfirmary, and the trail of blood left
behind by the wounded Mal.

The Englne room, the turblnes turning with the restored part.

pr—

The aft and fore deck corridors, the trappings of the

interrupted party... and the tell-tale trail of blood.

54 INT. SERENITY - BRIDGE b4
We find Mal. He's dragging himself to the bridge. He
reaches for the button to call back the shuttles. But before
he can touch 1t... he passes out.

BLACKNESS.
UP FROM RLACKNESS
VOICES. Familiar volces. Growlng more present as Mal wakes
1n —-

00 INT. SERENITY - INFIRMARY 09
Mal blinks as he sees —-

-— Simon, Book, Inara, Jayne... then River, then Wash, and

finally even Zoe, who's sitting up nearby. No one (save
mavbe Zoe) 1s directly facing him. Various backs to him.
Thev're 1n conversation, though since we're 1n Mal's POV we
can't guite make out what thev're saying. Zoe's the first to
notice that Mal's come 1nto conscliousness.

L]

7O
Welcome back, sir.

The others follow her look, see he's wakiling up.

MAT,
(disoriented)
go someplace?

BOOK
Very nearly.

CONTINUE.
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25 CONTINUED:

L]

INARA
We thought we'd lost vou.

MAL

(disconnected)
Been right here.

Mal notes Wash hooked up to an IV -- he's giving Mal a
transfusion. Mal, 1n his out-of-i1it—-ness doesn't guite
understand that.

MAL (cont'd)
Wash, vyou okavy?

WASH

(amused)
Yeah, Mal. I'm fine.

MAL
Got a thing 1n va.

WASH
Yeah.

S TMON

(to Mal)

Try not to speak. You're heavily
medicated and you've lost a lot of
blood.

MAL
Oh.

(then, realizing)
Thought I ordered va'll off the ship?

The others exchange looks. Jayne glares at Inara.
JAYNE
(under his breath,
accusatorvy)
Told va.
(polnts to Wash)
It was them! They come back first!

TimMinear.net

Their shuttle was already here when
we docked.

MAL
(to Wash, trying to
remember)
call vou back?

WASH
No, Mal. You didn't.

O3A.
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7. OF
take full responsibility, captain.

o> IMON
That decision saved your life.

QL.
It'll never happen agailn, sSir.

MAL
(Lo Zoe)
Good. And thank vyou. I'm grateful.
JAYNE
(huh?)
YOUu are?
Z0e smlles, nods.
7, OF

My pleasure, sir.

They hold the look between them. The oriliginal two.

speclal connection. Jayne observes that exchange.
JAYNE
Hey! That ain't... We'da been here
first! But there's somethlng wrong
wlth '"nmara's shuttle! She done
somethin' to 1t, Mal. Smells funny.
INARA
(heard this all day)
I've told yvou —-- that's 1ncense.
JAYNE
Whatever.
Kaylee enters. See's Mal's awake.
KAY LB E
(brightlvy)

Captain! You fixed the ship!
(then, a serious
professional
assessment)

Good work.

MAT,
Thanks.

TimMinear.net
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S TMON
Alright. I have to 1nsist. The

captaln needs to rest.

Yeah.

MA T
(nodding off)

about tﬂa:. Just for a few...

You're all gonna be here when I

up’

pr—

(forces himself not

to drift)

BOOK

We'll be here.

pr—

Mal allows himself to close his eves.

TimMinear.net

Good.

MA L
(eyes closed,
That's good...

smiles)

10/11/02

think maybe doc's not wrong

wake

o3C.
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As we PUSH IN closer to his face, which, 1f I can say,
exhibits a kind of serenity, we start to HEAR what HE

HEARS. .. VOICRES IN HIS HEAD:

CONT
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SALESMAN (V.O.)
Yep. A real beauty, ain't she?
Yesslir. A right smart purchase, this
vessel.
oo EXT. USED SPACE SHIP LOT - DAY 00

o ALESMAN
Tell vou what, you buy this ship,
treat her proper, she'll be wilith va

pr—

for the rest of vour life.

The Used Ship SALESMAN giving Mal the hard sell.

pr—

Now WE SEE that they're standing in front of a totally
different ship. Not Serenity at all.

SALESMAN (cont'd)
oon? Hey, sonv

The Salesman notices that Mal doesn't seem to be paving a bit

pr—

of attention.

SALESMAN (cont'd)
You hear a word I been savyvin'?

He hasn't, really. Because he's looking across the lot at
somethling else...

MAL'S POV

Across the lot sits Serenity, dirty, a bit broken down... and
silently speaking to Mal. Off that —--

BLACK OUT.
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