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INT. CFPICERS' EUT - NIGHT. They are all aslesp, CAVERL

1 on Colonel Nicholson. He is sl
::;I;;:ﬂull ; o 48 Bleeplng calsly

INT. SAITO'S OPFICE - NIGHT. Baito is sloze, sil

ragingly drunk. He finighes the glass htrﬁrllhil,‘::iih::;
for the bottle, seen 1t 1o empty. He Lis about to throw it
through a window, when be thinks better of it and ingtead
throws it into a corner. He rises and weaves to a locked
gupbosrd,, fumbles with bis keys, opens it, and reveals a finms
horde of assorted spirites. Select a bottle, be locks the
gupboard carefully, and moves unsteadily back to the tabls,

ening the bottle; he pours, stops, pours again, £i
- iz il el 'h:l-j,:,i f i Ag L] U.in.s ths

DISSCLVE: T0:

EXIT. PARATE GROUND - EWAI CAMP - DAWN. A British Bugler

is bl assembly. In response to the call, Prigoners in
working tsrzgglnitu ezerge Irom the barracks. Thesy are
unghaven, B¢ Zy=iocoking, akinny. The morn alr 1 14
and thl?.flﬂl AN Drric;rs ezerge froxz th.ignguta. 1: S

uniform. Colonel Nicholson, followed by Hughes azd Eeaves
come out of their hut.

IRT. HOSPITAL - Clipton, slesepy-eyed and with his look of
chronle worry, is moving down the aisle betwean the two long
Platforme on which the hospital petients lie. He i3 accom-
penied by his Medical Orderly, WEAVER. Both platfcras are
crowded with men lying close to each other, soms covered with
thin blankets, others expoged to the chill air. 411 the zen
look 1n=rudihli thin, Some arse fitfully aslesp, others ATe
awaks but unwilling to atir. Cutside the bospital, the =8l
in the parads ground can be meez, and the VOICES of the noo-
commissioned officers can be beard, falling the mez in. There

is the BOUND of trucks approaching the bospital, and Cliptonm
Surzos curiously to leook our.

Eﬁiiquftﬂlyl GEDEEEA Effii;r’ I:n E:nt;:i zow ::hl:#lnting;
y locking the sction ol L ETULKS -
From the Japansss cozpound, & scors of Ja :EEE: lﬂ%ﬂﬂ'l with
t Buns are approaching at a trot, followed by two work

GROUP- SBOT. Colosel Nicholson, standing before bis OZficezs,
watches, puszlsd.

EXT. PARADE GROUNMD. The oms Japansse scldiers trot
into the enclosure asd come o a balT. They saintain their
rifles at the resdy. The two trucks coce into the anclosure.

The cab doors opsn, and several officers emerge froa each. .‘
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W,
211 : You stay here, nobody know., Okay?
(cont. i
Oy,
Shears and Joyce are locking curiously at the old woman,
SHEARS
Hi, Ma?

Knowing he is addressing her, she flicks hi= a look, but goes
on chewing in silent contempt.

Tal turns now, goea to a corner of the roo® and, with great
aglility 2 apparently climbas straight up the wall, i:}.ug of

bazboo have been fixed to the bamboo of the walls themsalves

ard these, almost invisible and camouflaged by their background
form a series of footholds that lead up to the low 1:v.::l.:l,:l_mgl:l:l:|I -

Reaching the celling, he shoves againat it, and a s=zall section

of it in the cormer gives way. He snekes through the cpsn trap,
and disappears,

Shears, Warden and Joyce have besn watching him,

From the open t—ap, A rope ladder comes down. Yai's head
appears in the opening, and he motions thez up.

The three men look at esach other, then move toward the ladder.

Sheara goes up first, pausing uni:.r to touch and admire the lower
cleats in the wall,

232, INT. LOFT = NIGHT. [Between the false ceil and the "““"J't
sloping roof a large room has been formed. it is bare ﬂ':?m
for three sleeping mats, and dark now except for the light
below, Yal gives Shears a helping hand, and he comes TArough,
Stooping at iirut under the sloping roof, he moves toward ;::dlﬂ
centre of the rocm, whers he can ltﬂif“"“* E"H}m .'r.-h{li arcund
and Joyce come up through the trap. hey join hi=m, loo .
Yai s anxiously, walting for their reaction.

WARDEN
You smuggle a litzles bit, now and then?
YAL

L:I.t.tl.i ﬁt,lﬂtﬂi bit.as

iz, Thare
aumwmuth-hnﬁnjlupw-uﬂinEME
ia the S0UND OF VOICES apansss, fro= gutaide .
cne freezes, In the quick lnnk!’-f-dmﬂsmlﬂ mrnm

= there 1a sudd af ersachery., Jovos 1 sd, Tal
. . movea :::_I.m;:n.:!ﬁﬁ-“ﬁnh in the gﬂ‘.‘. DL-r m

2, - NIGHT. A platoon of Jep 3oldiers, led by &
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 Stunia i |

the Lrush Iﬂ“ﬂﬂ“ the

=" |

‘men on the ground, Joyce hesitates, fo. hiz.

~ EXT. BRUSH. Shears moves carefully into the brush, ssarehing
for the wounded Jap, He sees a drop of blood in the tall grass,
whﬂﬂn another, follows the trail warily, Has disappears into the

362, EXIT, BANK, Yal, the Old Man and the Boy are staring down at
the bodies of the Japs, Warden turns away, noda to Joyes, and
I atarts back the trail, Joyee hurries after him,
with reaction., The CAMERA goes with theam, They go into the

Warden and Joyce search for Shears., They come
.m:lnuhi-h-nnu?;mr body of the
ap soldler, his inife out of its sgatbard, His hand
and then the blade flashes down.

344, CLOSE SHOT - JOYCE - ataring at Shears, o,s., Thers is a
Y - ed bb an, then silsnce. Joyce looks on
i‘uﬂuﬂ&mﬂ nﬂ%ﬁ. : l J( -

+ BRUSH. Shears rises, reaches for some lsaves, starta %@
o bt e B
a'a% Kardeh, A thon Mee v aettTne 5 Their Liok
























































































































549,

Salto recovers himsglf, shakes his head,

SAIT0 (sericualy) :
good care cof your Colonel, sh?

lnﬂ.fﬂ?;
That hoppens to be =y job,
He salutes, turns and goes cut.

Tou

Saito bursts into

reminiscent la again, He frightens the returni

birds again, once more they flutter away noisily, i
UT 0:

EXT. JUNGLE - DAY = CLOSE ON bright-pl birds,

‘sareeching rauccusly in the treesa, As Ily away
is moving slowl i::d aril l;:.'l.t‘m : h'i“ihirlﬂd Man

3 we the tral
in the lead, "rrr tired, ﬂ'l.y'l'.l'l Tﬁw; then Warden and Sheara,
ﬂlﬂlLﬂII"l’Tlhl a atretcher betwsen tham on their shouldsrs.
J on the stretcher, The reat of the party is strung
out behind them, I

'MED. CLOSE TRUCK SHOT - on Joyece, unconscious on the

Atretcher, face flushed and wet with fever, I






- tar » ~1 15
sl nes 1,-—-‘--u'h 'J""‘I':rl 1o
. :.- F"-'*"il.-'-"“\" .# R
“laugh, n stares at ui.

{tlm:-tﬂl: his laughtor, an.ﬂ
I'n y Freddie, honest, I just can't

fhiy e L R SR e e gnate.

.fnr this 4ob ...
Teeth uhn.uﬂ.t; Warden is looking at hin duldlr. ‘Shears

is gosp laughter, Still lau » he starts to walk
in a ecircle, :I.- espread and wob in'tzitation of bent
:, n].d age, suppe in; himself on an Ary cane,
DISSQLVE TO:

553, EXT, BRUSH - JUNGLE - DAY, Shoars and the Boy are hidden
Y in tﬂ. brush, 'l:lh'.l.muhl. The B::-I i3 bl Egmi baaboo
whis ay vo obviously been at 1t a long time,
Hnr'hlm again, Thay wuitf i

5§54, EXT, JUNGLE - from .
35k . i 7 their point of view, There is nothing

555. EIT, BRUSH, Tho Boy Nothing happens.
: Shoars gives it up, H.-putﬁm '

. SHEARS
Ah, coBe on ==

L R A S
'men“ he sita there with mkﬂm in his
sars pulls mu rogether. '

(il
g

P ke

= Or.
ek
J
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- ﬁthuthﬂw'nhnmthrﬂ
' m.htndnfbu.ju:l.n t-hntmrynm
- and every hour counts. Tell them how
: SERR. . and that inyenine Tios 4ol m e
| t an dn no matte
: “how mu.'l.l will ba a great 1p 5 i

They listen,

565.  INT. CLIPTON'S SURGERY. NICHOLSON AND CLIPTON.

. NICHOLSON (contd)
Tell them - well, just let thex know
I'm counting on 'l:l'u:m will you?

CLIPTON
188, 1 will ...

Good MHIEH% I could depend

show. aw I co 8 on .
(ho atarts to go) pes
Come down to the bridge when you're [rae,

CLIFTON
y Colonel ... Colomel, I couldn't persuad:
m.“lﬂ back to bed, could I7 I don't .
way you Iu-nk.

Rox. l“l:rg m“"'
S 1 I-I;II “-min' ﬁ.lu mﬂ' m

0 F';.;..:
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DISSOLVE 10:

EXT. STEEP HILLSIOE - DAY. The party is st :
toward the brow of the hill, skl ica

EXT, RIDGE = which will be known heroafter as
Observeticn Point, or O.P, e

Shears crawls up onto
B e et e ey oo, Nedwn kol v cthues
a are ara
tired to move. Then, gradually. th v e oA

: becomo conacious of
ml“grﬂﬂﬂﬁ of flowing water and the distsant clattor of nEn

Realization and disbelief come almest together,
T force thomselvos to thoir feet, and go furwu-g to
ldfu of the ridge, Thoy look out and down, and
then, like prospoctors who have at long last found El
ﬂurlﬂ:i their faces are frozen into p::jl.mlﬂuﬁ of surprise,
recognition, incredulity and triumph.

ﬁ?u LONG SHOT - EXT. XWAI RIVER - from their point of

Below thom, dominating the shot, the bridge proudly

Er- the river {rom bank to bank, Obvicusly it is all

tha
«» Eloams in the ght. Mmm,
: the diatance, arc vor the L.z, ord
thoy aro 1 : o3 Al track and spplying

finishod
""E: i {umtﬂn?;m“ of paintthat coyers it except

PEEs

EXT, 0.P. - GROUP SHOT. Everyone is staring down at the
mhMMMtﬁ;;ilpmﬂ -;mri'mml over




77. EXT, O,P. Shoars, Joyce, firaen and TaYlere at the edge

of the ﬂmluhng down toward the river, Boside

tﬁl,thl mortar has becn set up, and mortar bombs
1aid out, In the b.g. we sce that camp has been made,
end the Siamcse are res . The sound of the river
&nd tho Prisoners working bolow can bo heard, and will be
heard throughout the scene,

WARDEN

It's not going to be saay.
SHEARS

Nothing's beon easy since we started,
Why should it bo difforent now?

WARDEN

Trus ... If only cur train crossed at night,
there'd be noﬂ:in: to it, We could uae .
an sutomatic switch, and be miles away
ﬁn the balecon E‘i:; upE But ltm ﬂ

morning - an oro's bound
inspoction = we hove a problem of concealzent
plus timing,

Th AR enius i he It
is guy could be a us wasn't
too mwluan‘hr .



1 Y iC 1 5
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Everyone in the p is working on the raft,
equipment and explesives are stacked nearby,

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT, PARADE GROUND - NIGHT - near the hospital, The
Priscners have mode a makeshift stage, and the aros bafore
it is crowded with men and officers, sitting on atools,

boxes, crates or on the ground, Colonel Nicholscn and
the other Officers are at the front, near the stage,

Hot far away, olsc at the front, are the ambulatory sick
and wounded, On atage, Two Priscners, made up as a
somewhat unlikely female song and dance team, are

o the concertina accompaniment of another Priscner,

Cne of the Dancers preterds o trip, and they both fall,
It gets a big laugh,

LIT. SAIT2'S OFFICE - NIGHT. He is hos 8 dinner
perLy :ﬂ hia Officers, including Miura, they ore all

DISSOLVE T0 I



GROUP SHOT - the four men, watching the othors leave,

EXT. JUNGIE - from thnir point of wiew, With tha 0ld Man
in the lead, tha EI away toward the thicker brush,
Ladda turna u.rd ack.

m. CLCSE SHOT - JOICE - as he seas her.

ﬂ!. MED. LONG SHOT. Ladda turns and goes on with the othars.
- They disappear into the brush.

33#3'- ‘GROUP SHOT = the fouwr men. The othors have not been
unaware of the last exchange between Joyce and Ladda.
Htg.n::f:lw anything. They turn and start back toward

B0L, EXT. RIVER BANE. The men lift the heavy raft and carry
1t to the edge of the bank,

EXT, RIVER, It roces turbulently past the steep bank.

VR CRANE, - a5 thu nan atAES o e)ink domy
the They llh '# descent with mm




617/ SERIES OF SHOTS - -4 the piles,
9 It must hie ‘t.h-:l.mnrm !u.' -river,

'mm-ﬁn-tmtth&" its crooked branches
seeming to reach out feor the raft. s

THE RAFT - as the men seo the tree-trunk
o i ahead, and ere

EXT. RIVER - as the current pulls the trunk from the
undergrowth just beforas ;m f-..rt collides wi:hﬂ t. The

huge tree floats away. A cross-current carries the raft
gradually towerd the opposite bank.

FULL SHOT - EXT. RIVER. The raft i3 be carried
awiftly downstream. In the fore undmluit-‘ht

“‘“"“"'ﬁ.ﬁ““ of the original rid;t. The river races.

EXT, RIVER - on the ﬂ.ftmgpmmﬂl toward the
h:. The ﬁutm:h:urnn :h-::dmnu sh::i': at the
coOrnears, soe a3 & pars ¥
'n'-r £ make the ﬂfth an- and Yai, meeing

wha ™ d realize what is happening. They
Hn,twmlhh ’ﬂ.i:tﬂ-r. h

H

:r oy d =t h. a0l .||
f-m*aw;;  to_clist ento the raft, S
printrorin Jputec™ '1--1:-. =k ) _""".'l.l' 2 e b H|.|.-_u_'1'l o bl i
wﬂmrﬁ -'q.l —.'.: Tl -.-.-.l.." L3 L .
" |






He pauses, at 1;:::1‘&;:3“;
The men look up at him, waiting,
NICHOLSON

I do thank you.
pleco ﬁrm'k.

The men are listening to him,

Tou've done a magnificent

Clipton is looking up toward him sardonically,

NICHOLSON
And now that it's over, I imagine that

zany of you must bae Iul:.n,g sooewhat
&ﬂt down

i
Tfa a8 RAtUTRl rédseion . o, ool standatle.

Loomis and Grogan are listening., C1 I
Hughos u“m"ﬂ ng ipton, Aeev s and

Baker and Barnett are listening intently.

‘m-::{ﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬁﬂ

y and sincerely)

Sut some day -- t-nnnrr-:m or the after,
nrt.hutdwmn willing we ell return
to our homes

]n:lu'n :u.i'.n; to feel wvery

wl of what ll. :i.uhlﬁhlrlin
gﬁ: face of :r::g ' Cooaed

have done should h-l ln:! Tmhl -
&n e xample to every one of uur

soldier and civilian alike. rmurxm#ﬂﬂi"- |
it now, but here in the wildernes

e h::hm -
m-tﬁtm.vm And I congra |










62, EIT, ERIDGE. The other Japanese Soldiers are pretending
% ﬂ the Man on the Rail into the water. They ars weak with
a's

to

|

'ZEE;-'IH. THDERSIDE OF BRIDGE. GShears is still E;-ﬂnd. with
665, de te weakness t the piling, Now Futs bis bapd
; To ais face, trying to sguseze bis jaw muscles izto coatrel
with bis fingers. There is the SOUND of the Jap ¢z the rail
Ll.:lgﬂ.n: back ocnto the b:-:.dgﬁ eper, more laughter and shouts
= Apaness, and then the mﬁ
-]

of Iootsteps turning back townrdd
a=p side. Warden, Joyce and Yal wait it out. Scms of
Them can see Shears. The footsteps stop suddenly. They react.

666, EIT. BERIDGE. The Pour Japs are leaning over the rail, spitting
i0to the water. They run out of saliva and tire of the SAZB.
RC o2 Toward the bank on the cazp sids.

: 48 the footsteps and voices of the
Japansse grow fainter uﬁ_ﬂnﬂﬂrrm in the distance, Wardan,
Joyce and Yai »elax from their sirained positicns acd go Dagk
rensad m&hﬂﬂ:l' E.I-I'I'Fll bave stopped chattering, but



&77. I GE - Joyce and Warde sy
il A o IE.IH nﬁmnﬂm post. Ee is w i'lm:.&lni

m-‘ OBSERVATION POST = uthﬂumtuih They st
startlsd as they ses something c.s. op suddenly,

E'H'. EED,. CLOEE EHOT = LADDA - sltting on the ground.

680, MED. SHOT - JOYCE, SHEARS AND WARDEN - as Joyce acd Warden
| react, tThen continus forward with Shears. CANERA GUOES with

thee. They put Shears down gently. Wardeno tries to =zake binm
comfortable. Joyce turns %o get scme blanketas.

ANOTEER ANGIE - as Joyce starts to collect blankets from the
Pile of pecks. Ladda comes silently forward to bhalp bhim.

CB2. SEEARS AND 'ﬂ.‘EI!E'. Shears cpens his eyes, focuses oo Warden.
He manages & tired grin.

Tha geniuses wers right, after nll----
I loused :I.J..' up, P

WARDEN
Doz't be silly. We coulln't have go%
bl:lﬂhﬁﬁﬁﬁm.




€83, EXT. ERUSE - as Warden and Jq;ru rmh it )
qﬂﬂlﬂtlﬁhﬂﬂl.thu sappears aft Fﬁmhﬂgi? H

€84, EXT. OBSERVATION FCST. Tedda is loo after Joyce. She t
and 8 toward Shears. He is lying withkls

a apen
and defeated. She kneels beside him and ﬂ.-'l'::‘ﬂﬂ' 'l'.l.:;mIr his

face. Ee 8 to raise his arm in a gesture of = ection,
for sven her ulilﬂliﬂ‘ultnhn“ 2 "

DISSCLVE DO:

885, EXT. RIVER - 4T ERIDGE - FIGET. The charges bave all been

Jo ﬂ m.uﬂl;;'n :::ﬁ;dﬁ Eﬂag- tE ﬂiﬁhﬁ.
Jce ETLY out the we
3 In“l.:l. thguszi the hlwai“::n: ! :*:g the ul'll:l.‘flﬂl- _
CAXTY [ T= B WAtAr=pro
: u'-u. ;ﬂuﬁmnwmlﬁﬂ-m
it, and come out of the water. ﬂmm l:d -'.!:,;1: ﬁa
-ﬂﬂuthi:wtﬁmdth-udﬂ-
sand and tangled brush,

ICERS' EUT. The Colomel, Clipton, Beeves aad Hughes
8P

mrﬂm Ilulrinannmmum;rwq
MII lesp.
1 o i et

- POBT - m BEOT - SHEARS - l ing = .;..-_.-':-.-.'-..5_-‘,-:3
.'.- '. 3 k_ |

el e
L] a1







elose, Gradually, Shears' trembling
to subeide. Ee sleeps.

€58. HIGH MED. LONG BHOT - TEE BRIDGE - stret

43 theonshout the might, the SOUND of theiitlotiaig it
=} H} ] ] 1] =7
can be heard over the lﬂut. ORADGITLINE

DISSO0LVE TOC:

699. HIGH MED. LOBG BHOT - DAWN - THE BRIDGE. The rising sun is
nﬁg:r' - on the surface of the water. Ths siver is calm.

st time, the sound of its passage is gone. The Timer
i8 silent, placid, almost sluggish.

EIT. RIVER BANE - WATER'S EDGE - on the observaticn post side.
Ihe river laps gently at the bank, azd it ig obvious that it

‘bas fallen st lsest a foot d the =, CAMERA FARS away
from the bank and across the su-face of the

tly flowing Tiver
toward the bridge, and then MOVES close to the pﬂu_- The fall
cf the river can be plainly sesn by the water-sarkings oo the
les, -mmﬂ-mmﬁg 8 to the centre of the

can be
surfsce, the mﬂ o8
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g01. EXT. ISIAND. The Huhtl alive wi :m
3. 'ﬂﬁ* !nntutthu mum%ﬂ

to's

away, ﬂtlﬂn
'EEIEII and qu,“m bleeding, toward m
Two Soldiers are in the water up to thl:,r hun, "
holding and peering at the wire,

MED, CLOSE SHOT - NICHOLSON, Elesding. d sk,
he ia struggling to his Taet, lesitogy flie 5

EXT, ISLAND. Two Soldiers are tracing the wire through
the brush toward the hidden plunger box,

EXT, EMBANEMENT - as the train, flags and stressers
whipping the wind, roars down to the bridge.

EXT. ISLAND, Joyce and Warden are being dragged toward
the bank,

CLOSE SHOT - JAPANESE SOLDIER. He launches himself
forward with his bayonet,

'CLOSE SHOT - ANOTHER JAPANESE SOLDIER - lunging with
Hihmw













