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THX 1138
BLACK

Barely audi ble, an organ plays a haunting thene. The title credits
appear. They are sinple green lettering on a bl ack background.

BLACK
T.V. MONITOR

Point of view frominside a snall nedicine cabinet. The door is
opened creating a | ow hum and throwi ng light on THX 1138, a man
about thirty-five years old. He has a closely shaved head:

whi ch nmakes hi m appear bald. The inmage is distorted as seen over
a TV nonitor.

MALE VO CE
What's wrong?

THX takes a bottle of blue pills out of the cabinet and tal ks
directly into the canera

THX
Not hi ng. . . .. nothing really.
just feel kind of lousy. | need

sonet hi ng stronger.

MALE VA CE
If you have a problem don't
hesitate to ask for assistance.

CALL 348-853

THX
Yes..... Thank you, 1'll be al
right. I'mall right.

He takes two of the pills and returns the bottle the cabinet.



FEMALE VO CE
For more rapid results use your new
D code on your Mercicontrol card.
Thank you.

THX cl oses the cabi net.

2. BLACK
T.V. MONI TOR
The door to the cabinet begins to open - hesitates - then cl oses.

MALE VO CE
What's wrong?

The door opens revealing LUH 3417, a 20 year old woman, also with
a closely shaved head. She is nervous and struggle to maintain
her conposure.

MALE VO CE
What's wrong?

LUH takes the bottle of pills THX has just consuned and becones
frightened.

LUH
....never mnd. 1'Il replace
these | ater.

She sl ans the door cl osed.

3. BLACK
HOLOGRAM RCOM

CLCSE ANGLE

A bald man dressed in white, huddles in a bare, dimy lit room
Two | arge | eather clad policenen beat the man with | ong chrome
ni ght sticks, making a dull thuddi ng sound.

4. BATHROOM

LUH al so dressed in white stands in the corner of a very snal
bathroom It is very nodern, with many fixtures not in an ordi nary
bat hr oom out standing of these is a small nedicine cabinet with a
smal | sign on the face which reads: OSEDATI ON SP9, USE WHEN
NECESSARYOQ.

CLCSE ANGLE
She stands facing the wall. She is crying. The thuddi ng sound of
the policemen can be heard in the background.

MED ANGLE



LUH stops crying, drys her eyes and |l ooks into the mrror. She
regai ns her conposure and pores the pills down the toilet. The
canmera TRACKS with her as she wal ks into the mainroom She
passes by the Hol ogram room where the thuddi ng sounds of the
pol i cenmen are origi nating.

MAI NROOM

LUH enters the small, white, plastic |ooking room One wall is
filled with small conpartments. She opens one of the cabinets
and pushes a series of buttons; which |ight up.

CLCSE ANGLE

LUH sits for a nonent havi ng now regai ned control of herself. She
takes a cel | ophane packet of pills out of one of the conpartnents
and carefully renoves the pills and replaces themwith pills from
her pocket. She puts the packet back into the conmpartnent. She
beconmes aware of the sounds of the policenen in the Hol ogram room

HOLOGRAM RCOM

FULL ANGLE

The room contains two over-stuffed reclining chairs, with contro
panels on the arms. THX is sitting in one of the chairs watching
the policenmen beat the huddl ed man. LUH enters and stands by the
doorway, slightly repul sed by the beating. THX is aware of her
presence, but neither speak.

CLCSE ANGLE
Upon cl oser inspection, we see the policenen have snooth chrone
faces and are actually robots.

MED ANGLE

THX reaches for the volume knob and twists it up one notch. Another
robot appears beating the man. LUH wal ks over and sits in the
vacant chair. She fidgets nervously.

LUH
You ought to eat.

THX | ooks over to her, but does not respond. LUH reaches for the
vol ume knob, and turns it down, one of the policenen disappears.

LUH
| started your dinner for you
It's probably ready by now

THX
' mnot hungry.

LUH

Vell it's fixed, so you'll have
to eat it.

LUH becones angry.



LUH
No, your going to eat it, or it
will go to waste.

THX
What's the matter with you?

LUH turns back to watching the policemen. THX sits quietly, and
after a few nmonents, he gets up and | eaves the room LUH i mediately
flips the switch on the armof the chair.

An intense flash of light fills the roomand gives way to a naked
negro femal e mannequin, with no genitals, dancing exotically to
driving, sensual afro-electronic nmusic. She flips the switch again,
and the flash fades into a newscaster confortably seated in a chair
directly across fromher. He is dressed in white, and his head is
cl osely shaven; as are all of the people in this society.

NEWSCASTER
....in the constant striving for
perfection in the Al A PB348's which
have been built this year. Five
fel ons have been caught fl eeing
rehabilitation center dd2. Al five
have been undergoing treatnent for
drug offenses, two of the felons were
products of the sex act, the other three...

LUH
What ?

NEWSCASTER
Two of the felons are products of the sex
act, the other three are from reproduction
clinic nineteen. The quintet escaped from
conpound 545 and were all subsequently
destroyed. Reports indicate...

THX returns to his chair carrying his dinner on a tray. The food
| ooks Iike nulti-col ored foam rubber

THX
What's this? Wy did you change it?

LUH
You' ve seen enough

THX
You know | don't feel well.

LUH
Eat your dinner.

LUH flips the switch revealing a drama involving two mal e negro
mannequi ns standing next to a low, sleek car with a nassive,
conplicated jet engine on the back

MANNEQUI N ONE
....and then ny request for new arns



and legs finally canme through.

MANNEQUI N TWD
Vel|l that's great then.

MANNEQUI N ONE
No. It's terrible. | ordered two
arnms and a new |l eg, and they sent
me two | egs and a new arm

Raucous canned | aughter is inserted as the two mannequin get into
the autojet.

CLCSE ANGLE
THX i s expressionl ess.

THX
That was very funny.

LUH
What ?

OBSERVATI ON CELL

W view THX in an OPERATING ROOMvia a TV nonitor. He is working

at an electronic control panel in a small glass boot. He manipul ates
two mechani cal hands working on the di sassenbl ed body of a chrone

pol i cenmen.

The CAMERA PULLS BACK, to reveal several nonitors which scan ot her
operating roonms. In another row are sedation cabinets, nostly black
because the boxes are cl osed.

FULL ANGLE

W& now see many rows of TV nonitors, surrounded by gages, dials,
and switches. Two workers are sitting at the control board facing
the monitors. W recognize LUH as one of the workers. A man, SEN
5241, is the other operator

MED ANGLE

This is an observation cell, where all phases of |ife are under
continual surveillance. LUH operates the controls at her pane

and types what she observes into a conputer. On one of the
nmonitors is a man in a bathroomal cove sinmlar to the one we saw in
THX s hone.

VA CE
What's wrong?

The man is hysterical and screans at the nonitor

VA CE
What's wrong?

The man takes the pills out of the cabinet and begins to eat thema



hand full at a tine.

CLCSE ANGLE
LUH is tense and pre-occupi ed. She reacts by pushing a button which
prograns a new recording.

VA CE
Take four red capsules, in ten
m nutes take two nore. Help is on the..

LUH reports the incident into the conputer. The inmage on the nonitor
observi ng one of the operating roonms is shaken, and turns white as
though there has been an explosion. THX continues his work and is
oblivious to what has happened

MED ANGLE

LUH has slipped into a daydream SEN notices the accident and
studies LUH for a few nonents. Suddenly a voice cackles over the
i ntercom

| NTERCOM VA CE

Concourse 5..... Cross 3..... Moni t or
concourse 5..... 3417 are you there?
Rel ate....relate.....

LUH awakens from her trance, and funbles, to discover what has
happened. She presses buttons that spread the acci dent anong five
noni tors.

CLCSE ANGLE

LUH reaches for a container of yellow pills, she thinks for a nmonent,
then returns the pills to the container. On the nonitors there is
much confusion in the destroyed passageway. People nove along the
corridor to get a better look at the accident. LUH pushes a button
and a tape activates.

TAPE VO CE
Do not enter this area w thout consum ng
j23. This is a traumatic area. Do not
enter this area without....

Pol i cenen are seen carrying parts of bodies out of a destroyed
operating room

| NTERCOM VA CE
Radi ati on suppress. Seal chanber 5G
seal chanber 5G  Exterm nate occupant.

On the nmonitors, LUH watches a man bang on the door to his work
cell. Slowy he fades, collapses, and dies. As she watches the

di saster scene, tears come to her eyes. She dries them quickly and
glances at SENto see if he has noticed her. He is busy typing a
report. A voice brings her back to the nonitors.

MALE VO CE
What's wrong?

A man froman industrial section is on one of the TV nmonitors,
scream ng hysterically. There are flames and snoke in the back-
gr ound.



MAN
Fire in sub-station 35k, comrmand
13, we've got 73 nen down here..

LUH qui ckly punches a button on the tape respond panel

VA CE
You are a true believer, blessings
of State, blessings of the masses
Thou art a subject of....

LUH is taken by surprise, and funbles for the retract button.
There is a monent before the correct tape is heard, SEN | ooks
up at LUH, who is unaware she is being wat ched.

VA CE
Stay calm correct procedure is
essential. Do not fail to renove

auxiliary command circuit before
evacuation. Vacuumdetail and
suppression units for your area have
been notified and are on their \Way.

LUH fini shes typing her report and becones aware that SEN i s wat ching
her. She |ooks up at him and he quickly goes back to work.

8. PRAYER BOOTH

THX sits in a small cube which features a desk facing a | arge
phot ograph of the prophet OV The image is simlar to a renai ssance
pai nti ng of Jesus.

VA CE
My time is yours, go ahead.

THX nunbl es a short prayer; which is cut short by the recorded
Voi ce.

VA CE
Very good, proceed.

THX i s uneasy, and funbles for the right words.

THX
Vell.... | slipped on a T5 transfer
this nmorning. 1It's never happened before.

I wasn't concentrating enough. Things
haven't been.....

VA CE
Yes.

THX
....going well. How could I be so
wrong. (pause) SCO 1202 cross
wired a 904. He's been receiving
extra credit. He offered ne sone.



But you nust al ready know about
that.... Wiy do | bother you with

VA CE
Yes

THX
I did not accept any. (pause) I...
| wanted... to. But | didn't.
You know | didn't. Don't you?

There is a pause as THX waits for an answer.

VA CE
Yes.

THX
My mate has been acting very strange.
| can't explainit..... but. | haven't
been feeling very well nyself. |
don't know, maybe it's me. | needed
an SP9 last night. | feel as if
sonet hi ng odd were happening to ne.
Sonet hi ng. . .

VA CE
Yes.

THX

I can't understand. The sedatives....
THX pauses, and trys to think of what he wants to say.

THX
....I'"mtaking SP5, but it doesn't seem
strong enough. | have a hard tine
concentrating. Please forgive ne, |
slipped on....

VA CE
You are a true believer. Blessings of
the state, blessings of the nasses. Thou
art a subject of the divine. Created in
the i mage of man, by the nmasses, for the
masses. Let us be thankful we have an

occupation to fill. Wrk hard; increase
production; prevent accidents, and be
happy.

THX sl unps, exhausted by the effort of communicating with OwWM

SCHEDULI NG OFFI CE

THX is in a large hall, crossing over to a bank of small boxes
along the wall. He attenpts to open one of the boxes with a
pl asti c badge fromhis |apel, and struggles for a nonment
before finally getting it open. He pushes sone buttons inside



the box, then closes it. He is very tired; alnost unable to
cope with the trivia of daily life.

MED ANGLE

THX turns around to | eave and is confronted by LUH who has
been standing directly behind him She is holding a punch
card.

THX

LUH stares at himw t hout answeri ng.

THX
(d ancing at the card)
What did you get?

LUH
I have to see SEN. ['ve
just been given a shift
change.

THX
When?

LUH
Now.

THX
Now?

LUH
He wants ne to conme to his
quarters.

THX
(d ancing at the boxes and
poi nti ng)

A shift change shoul d cone
t hrough the scheduling office.
Why shoul d he want to see you?

LUH
| don't know.

THX
Don't go.

LUH

| have to... he's a G 34

THX
You don't have to...
don't trust him You ought
to file a report.

LUH
No, don't nmake trouble. It's
not hi ng.



THX i s becom ng confused and exasper at ed.

THX
Then why did you bring it up?

LUH
| didn"t. You asked ne about
the card. (pause) You' re going
to get us into trouble.

LUH starts to nove off.

THX
I haven't done anyt hi ng.

LUH
Don't be so sure.

LUH qui ckly di sappears into the crowmd. THX rests against the
wal | ; the noise and the crowdi ng people are al nost too nuch
for him

A chrone robot and a man, both dressed in bright yellow, pass
by engaged in conversation. A nonent later, a man drops his
conputer card and is tranmpled trying to retrieve it.

THX is seen on a TV monitor. He is unable to withstand the
crowd and noves of f screen down the passageway.

10. REST PLAZA

THX noves to a large door with a sign reading OREST PLAZAO. He
opens the door and enters a small roomlined with benches and
filled with old people sitting and staring at one another. As
THX enters, they all turn and stare at him

CLCSE ANGLE
THX searches for a vacant bench and begins to feel very uncom
fortable. Finally, he turns and | eaves.

11. HOLOGRAM ROOM  THX' S QUARTERS

The faint sound of a heartbeat grows |ouder as a pul sating,
round, red blurr slowy appears in the center of the room THX
is sitting alone in the overstuffed chair.

The red ball descends fromthe ceiling and surrounds THX s
abdonmen as he takes two capsul es out of a conpartnment in the
armof the chair and swall ows them

THX flips a switch on the armof the chair; an intense flash
of light fills the roomand gives way to a naked negro fenal e
mannequi n maki ng erotic novenments to the beat of a driving
afro-el ectroni c song.

THX under goes t he physical novenents of a sexual experience.
After he reaches his clinmax, he relaxes, breathing deeply,
resting for a noment as the mannequin continues to gyrate and



the red ball fades away.

THX flips the switch several tines. A series of inmages flashes
through the room a chrone policeman beating a man to death; a
newscaster; a matronly woman di scussi ng drugs; a mal e nmannequi n;
and finally two nmen sitting behind a long table. Only one nan
speaks, the other listens attentively, occasionally | ooking
fromTHX to the speaker

MAN
....to stinmulate the arithnetica
and | ogi cal processes as an extention
of the 5141. Never before have we
been so contented, never before has
life been so satisfying..

there is a junp in the man's nmovenent - a remnder that he is
only a hol ogram

MAN
...so satisfying. A referendumof bliss,
a fabrication of gratification sustained
by the benevol ence of authority..

THX
What ?

The man di sappears for a nonent, then pops back

MAN
a referendum of bliss, a fabrication
of gratification sustained by the
benevol ence of authority..

THX
That's not what | neant.

MAN
...the inadequaci es of the human
personality are rapidly being over-
cone by the social processes of
advanci ng technol ogy. Conponent
| owness, a sophisticated stimulation
is the answer. The humanity of
authority is proudly contenporary.
Control through compani onshi p,
conbi ned with econom ¢ advant ages of
the mating structure far surpasses
any di sadvant ages in increased
perversions. A final...

THX hears sonmething in the other part of the house. He junps
up, standing in the mddle of the silent man.

THX
LUH?

MAN
...an infinite translate in mathematics of
tol erance and charity among artifici al



menory devices is ultimately binary.
Stimul ating...

THX flips off the hologramand the two men fade away, | eaving
the roomdark and enpty.

THX
LUH? is that you?

THX wal ks into the main room then into the bedroom

THX
LUH?

He stands al one, disappointed and puzzled. He ponders the
events of the day, makes a decision, and | eaves.

12. SEN S QUARTERS

A group of men are loading multi-col ored boxes containing
personal effects onto a cart. THX stops at the doorway,
hesitant to go inside.

The roomis in a state of confusion as the effects are
checked against a master list by an extrenely manni sh
wormman. THX finally noves past themand into the residence,
| ooki ng for SEN

WOVAN
seal ed personal effects: 3 styrenes;
an occupational syntax; a red magna
base - old style; a box of neons; a
variation; 23 hunter portapods.

SENis in his section of the bedroom noticeably annoyed at the
intrusion. THX enters and stands just inside the entry, staring
at SEN. SEN becones aware of THX and begins to stare back. THX
becones nore and nore unconfortable.

SEN
Vel | ?

THX says not hing. SEN suddenly recogni zes hi mand stands up

SEN
It's you, cone in, cone in...you know,
this is really odd. | was just

t hi nki ng about you. What in the world
are you doi ng here?

THX does not answer. SEN studies himfor a nonent.

SEN
(pointing to the other room
For the nmoment, | thought you were one

of the others. You | ook nuch..
different - in person.



SEN sits down. THX renai ns standing, staring expressionless at
SEN. There is another pause.

SEN | ooks at THX

SEN
Sit down, why don't you?....(THX does
not sit) Anyway... | nust apol ogi ze

for all this chaos. They materialized
this nmorning and it's been going on
all day. Well, it's cross | have to
bear - the roommate was destroyed, you
know.

but sees no reaction

SEN
No...l guess you wouldn't.
Terrible inconveni ence. |
coul d never understand why
it all nmust be created and
filed if it's going to be
destroyed anyway. Wen |

pass on, | certainly don't
want anyone goi ng through
my things.... It's a strange
life.

(Pause)

I really cannot understand
why you don't sit down.

SEN goes into the bathroom al cove and takes a pill. THX sits
on the edge of the bed.

SEN
(of f-screen)
You never answered ny question

SEN returns to the bed and sits down on the other end from THX

SEN
Well, at least you' re sitting down..
You nust excuse ny going on like
that.... with ONA gone | feel as if

I have no one to talk to. You're
perspiring, aren't you? M
goodness, it's not very hot in here.
Are you sick?

SEN backs off a bit.

SEN
I"'msure it's warner in her than
out si de, though. | haven't been

out yet, but it usually is...the
control is foul ed..
(Pause)

THX
Wiere is LUH?

SEN



What ?
The woran taking the inventory interrupts their conversation

WOVAN
Count concl uded.

SEN hands her the plastic badge on his lapel. She slips it into
a small box and returns it, with a slip of paper

WOVAN
You nust keep this.

SEN
(taking the slip)
Yes, of course.

The woman | eaves.
SEN
They really snell. It's
di sgusting. Did you
notice it?

THX gl ares silently at SEN

THX
Way did you have LUH come here?
SEN
Why are you so concerned?
THX
What ' s goi ng on?
SEN
I want you for ny roonmate.
THX
Wiere's LUH?
SEN
It will be good for both of
us. I've got it all arranged.

THX is having difficulty dealing with this turn of events.

THX
I don't understand. Living....selection
is conputed. You can't... Wat have you
done to LUH? She was here.

SEN
W had a long talk and she agreed that
it would be a good idea for you to
switch. She felt that you had not
been accurately mated to her in the
first place... You' re upsetting
yoursel f. Wbuld you |ike sonethi ng?



THX
You're in violation

SEN
Don't say that. You | ook..
You' re not well.

THX i s confused and preoccupi ed.

SEN (Cont .)
I know what you're thinking..
Program shifting isn't that
major a crine is it?

(pause)
LUHis a problemfor you. |I've
wat ched her during work. She's
been acting very strange.

THX stands up and starts for the door.

SEN
I won't have another mate |ike
ONA.  You rate very high in
sanitation. |[|'ve checked. In
fact, | amsurprised that you
were ever matched with LUH
Her ratings are very erratic -
you know what | nean. W'l
be happy.

THX
| don't feel well.

THX | eaves.

13. PRAYER BOOTH

THX is in a city plaza prayer booth. The face of Jesus stares
down at him

THX
....with ne? What aml to
her or she to ne? Not hing.
She's an ordi nary roomat e.
I..1 share...

VA CE
Yes. ..

THX
...roonms with her. CQur relation-
ship is normal, conformng. W
share not hi ng but space. What is
she doing to..

VA CE
Yes. ..



14.

15.

THX
...tonme. | think I'mdying.

THX i s experiencing extrene stonmach cranps

VA CE

You are a true believer. Blessings
of the state. Blessings of the
masses. Thou art a subject of the
divine. Created in the inmage of
man, by man, for man. Let us be

t hankful we have conmerce. Buy
more. Buy nore now. Buy nore and
be happy.

THX throws up on the floor of the booth and seens to feel better
for it. The Mercicontrol card appears, and the concl udi ng voice
is heard as THX feebly gets up and | eaves the booth, all ow ng
anot her nman to enter.

COWERC AL PLAZA

THX is in a store. He buys a bright colored three-di nensi ona
hexagon, pays for it with his | egal badge placed in a nachine.
In the next stall man is banging on the credit card nachine.
THX pays no attention

MAN
I di ot machi ne! Soneone ought
to fix this machine!

A chrone policenen cones and takes the man away. THX is suddenly
hit by another wave of nausea, and | eaves the plaza quickly.

S QUARTERS
THX enters, holding the hexagon in one hand. The roons are dark

THX
LUH?

He turns on the lights and pauses, waiting for an answer, then
continues in and pl aces the box on the kitchen table.

THX enters the bathroom and cl oses hinsel f inside a rectangul ar
gl ass box. Air rushes in through a series of nozzles, and he
is dry-cleaned, clothing and all

MED ANGLE
THX enters the kitchen, notices the hexagon, and places it
i nside the product consuner - small, oven-Ilike appliance

that destroys it instantly. He noves slowy, trying to

keep from beconi ng sicker. He opens one of the kitchen

cabi nets, presses sone buttons inside, and sits down at

the table. He is shivering uncontrollably and breathing
har d.



THX
(to himnself)
I need hel p.

He stunbles out of his chair and feebly makes his way into the
bat hroom al cove. As he passes the hol ogramroom we see a
figure standing in the shadows.

THX is extrenely ill and on the verge of |o0sing consciousness.
He reaches for the sedation cabinet, but collapses just as he
opens it.
TV | MAGE

The bat hr oom al cove appears enpty.

VA CE
What's wrong?

LUH appears on the screen

LUH
Not hing. | was | ooking for ny
tenser. |'msorry.

VA CE

If you have a problem. ..

CLCSE ANGLE
LUH cl oses the sedation cabinet and drags the unconsci ous THX
into the bedroom and puts himon the bed.

She sits, quietly, looking at him Cautiously, she brings his
hand to her cheek. A slight smle crosses her face.

16. MAIN ROOM THX S QUARTERS

THX is |l aughing hysterically. As soon as he starts to gain
control of hinmself, he breaks out |aughing again.

LUH has taken a spherical piece of food fromher tray and is
bouncing it on the table. She is |aughing, herself, but stil
trying to keep control of the ball.

THX
(l1aughi ng very hard)
Violation...violation...You re
bouncing in...violation..

Thi s makes them | augh even harder and LUH | oses the ball. They
both dive for it and wind up face to face under the table.
Eventual | y, they stop | aughing.

THX
I've never been under the table
bef or e.



LUH
(pointing at the underside of the
tabl e)
Look, dirt!

THX

(mocki ng)
That's not dirt...Can't be dirt..
Drt is a violation

LUH
Looks like dirt

THX picks up the red food ball and holds it up at LUH

THX
Look, food!

LUH
That's not food. Can't be
f ood.

THX

Looks |i ke food.
THX takes a bite out of it and grinaces.

THX
Tastes |i ke food.

He scranbles out fromunderneath the table and tosses it in the
product consumer. |t disappears instantly.

THX
Produced to be consuned

LUH goes over to the table and scoops up the rest of the food.
She begins tossing it into the product consuner.

THX
Hey! Wit a mnute. Not al
of it. 1'mhungry.

She begins to break out |aughing, throwing the food into the
consuner as fast as she can. THX starts for her and she begins
throwing the food at him

THX catches her by the foot and pulls her to the floor. They
roll around playfully, laughing hysterically all the tinmne.
Slowmy and subtly, their play beconmes nore violent and

sadi stic, although they keep on | aughing.

LUH
(1 aughi ng)
The pain, no...the pain, | can't

stand it.

LUH turns on THX, pinning himto the floor. She sits astride
him holding his arns.



They are both out of breath and panting heavily, confused by a
slow y increasi ng awareness of each others sexuality. LUH
slowy releases THX s arns and sits up. She gives a last, em
barrassed giggle and then falls silent. They stare at each

ot her.

THX
Wy ?

LUH sits silently, showi ng no response.

THX
Way did you do it? It's wong....
we're wong. W're felons now.
You know it can't last very |ong;
they will discover us, and they
will destroy us.

LUH is hurt and begins to cry.

THX
Now...now, |I'msorry...don't -
don't....please. It's just...

I was happy. Wy get ne involved?
You told SEN that you weren't
satisfied with ne.

LUH
Wiat?...GCh, no, THX  That's not
true.
(she enbraces him
Not satisfied? THX | need you so
much.

THX attenpts to confort her. He is awkward and unconfortabl e.

LUH
| was so scared...|l didn't know
what woul d happen with you...once
| started. | alnost let you go
on so many tines. It will be
worth it, together. Wen | was
al one, | knew.

THX
But it's so hopeless...you' re so

beauti ful .

LUH smles and sniffles. They kiss: an awkward first kiss.

THX
Wiat tine is it?

LUH
What ?

THX

| said what tinme is it? How
long was | out?



17.

LUH
It's 3+27 hundred

THX
Three! 1'mgoing to be |late
for ny shift.
LUH
(holding him
No!  Don't go.
THX
(getting up)
They' Il cone for me right away
if I"'mnot there. | have to
go.
LUH
Don't take anyt hi ng.
THX
"1l try.
LUH

Prom se...pl ease don't

THX | eaves the room

PASSACEVAY

LUH is frightened as she hurries down the endless white

hal  ways. When
room she stops.
A group of nmen,

operating room

to her.

THX notions her

she reaches the corridor exit for THX s operating
She feel s conspicuous waiting in the hallway.

carrying little white boxes, are |leaving the

THX is in the group. He sees LUH and goes over

THX
What are you doing here? 1Is
anyt hi ng wrong?

LUH
No. ...l though (pause)
I'"mafraid.

THX
You' re not cleared for this
precinct. Let's cross over
first.

down the hallway, and he falls in step a few

paces behind her. LUH speaks to her wi thout turning around.

LUH
You slipped on a T297 transfer just
before lunch, didn't you?



THX
(not wanting to tal k)
What ?

LUH
On the cervix transfer, you al nost
| ost the T297.

Sone nen in colored uniforns pass themwal king in the other
direction. THX is silent until they are gone. THX and LUH pass
through a series of doors and into another precinct. THX

is angry.

THX
What do you think you' re doing?
You' re going to get us arrested.

LUH
But...you...

She falls silent as they wal k through the enpty cold hall ways
THX
I can't work this way. | need
sonmething. |'mlosing control

LUH struggles to remain calm

THX
I can't go on like this. | can't....
I don't just sit around and watch
people. If | nake a mistake, it's

all over. You see it every day.
(Pause) Do you want to see me taken
away in pieces?

LUH
| don't want to | ose you

BLACK
18. CATHEDRAL

A yel l ow ei ght burns through the bl ackness. A low voice is
heard performng a ritual

VA CE
....and it all happened so slowy
that nost nmen failed to realize
t hat anything had happened at all

The interior of a cathedral is slowy reveal ed. Many people
are kneeling before the eight, and a nonk in white robes is
performing arite.

VO CE (cont.)
They had never known what all know
within, that to knowis not to



know, not to know is to be known.
To change is to circle w thout end.

THX and LUH are kneeling, solemly involved in the service.

VO CE (cont.)
To remain still is to flowwth
the will of OMM The breath of OW
isinfinitely slow, yet he breathes.
Avail thyselves! OW noves! OW
flows!....Let us pray.

CLCSE ANGLE
The voice recites a chant, and the congregation repeats it.
THX wat ches LUH as she repeats the chant. He is noved.

VO CE/ CONGREGATI ON
Before OM was OVW after QWM wi | |
be OW within OWis OW w t hout
OWMis Ow OW is one. W are
one, Mass is one, Al are one....

THX | eans over and whi spers in LUH S ear.

THX
| don't want to | ose you.

LUH turns and smiles, taking his hand. There are tears in her
eyes. He smles back, and she cannot stifle a rather |oud
giggle. They are both enbarrassed.

FULL ANGLE
No one in the cathedral seens to notice.

VA CE
Unity of mnds, unity of thought,
unity of occupations, unity of QW
A man. Blessings of the state.
Bl essings of the masses, Thou art
subj ects of the divine.

VWen the cerenony is over, THX goes over to a chair in the
corner and flips a switch on it's arm The cathedral, nonks,
and congregation all fade away, |eaving LUH kneeling in the
enpty HOLOGRAM ROOM

THX
What are you doi ng?

LUH
I don't know.

She rises, wal ks over and sits in the second hol ogram chair.
They are both strangely contenpl ative, and sit quietly in the
dar kened room for a |ong while.

THX
What am | going to do?

There is a | ong pause.



LUH

(quietly)
If you....if you go back on
sedation, you won't feel the
sanme way about nme. You'll
report me for drug evasion.

THX
I'"ve got a slip nmovenent to
install on ny next shift. 1'1lI
never make it the way I am now.
There have been three expl osions
already this....

H's argunent is nore to hinself then to LUH He | ooks to LUH
who is on the verge of tears. He realizes his logic is of no
hel p, and he goes over to her.

There is a pause

THX
I couldn't turn you in, not now.
I....1 know | wouldn't!

LUH
You don't know. You don't....
THX
If I take sonething, you suffer.
If I don't, | stuff....
LUH

(with growi ng excitenent)
I know you can do it wi thout sedation,
You can, | know you can.

THX
Then what? It can't go on forever.
You know it can't.

LUH
We could |l eave, and live in the
superstructure. ...

as THX ponders this.

LUH
....My series is over, you only
have one shift left, don't you?
We coul d be gone before our
next series started.

THX is sitting on the floor, holding his head in his hands.
LUH goes over to him and begins to caress his neck. She

is crying.

THX
It's allright now, shhhh it's
all right.

LUH



Don't let them separate us.

Their | oveplay slowy becones nore and nore passionate. They
are awkward and unsure as they begin to di srobe one another

LUH i s enbarrassed, and she begins to giggle, then |augh
uncontrol abl y.

CLCSE ANGLE

They are like children experimenting for the first time..There
is sonething lyrical and new as they make |love. There is a
nmonment of fear for THX as LUH achi eves orgasm somnething
nei t her has experienced w th anot her person before.

THX
Are you allright?

LUH
AH UGH

She smles at himand they enbrace, and rest. THX is asleep
when LUH wakes himwith a start.

LUH
They know. They' ve been wat chi ng
us. | can feel it.

THX

They don't know.

LUH
They' re wat chi ng us now.

THX
No one can see us now we're al one.

THX nonmentary glances into the canmera, seemngly at the theatre
audi ence.

19. PREOPERATI NG CHAMBER

THX enters a preoperating chanber. He nervous, but trys to
appear matter of fact. He is cleansed, and follows a religious
preoperating ritual. An intercomvoice is heard softly in the
backgr ound.

VA CE
..... This is a rem nder of the
preci sion which nust be taken at
this stage. Three operating
cells have already been destroyed
inthis shift. Mercicontrol is
supervising all operations during
this phase. Prevent accidents,
and be happy..... This is a
rem nder of.....

A door to the chanber opens, and SEN enters. THX is sonewhat



shaken by this.

THX
What are you doing here? You're not
cleared for this area

SEN
You know | have a way with the
conputers. | can clear nyself for
any area..... al nost .

THX
"Il report you. It's...

SEN
Listen to ne....You have no need to

distrust me. W're going....

THX
CGet out of here, Leave ne al one.

THX starts for the operating room

SEN
|'ve taken care of LUH. ....

THX stops short in fear

SEN
....1"ve progranmed her to | eve
5450. Her transfer should go
t hrough by the next series. You're
going to need a new roonmat e.
Everything.....

A buzzer sounds. THX is forced to | eave the preoperating
chanber. SEN stands al one.

20. OPERATI NG CELL CORRI DOR

As THX wal ks to his operating cell, He stops at a small red box
on the wall. Over the box is a sign which reads: OPERSONAL
VI OLATI ON REPORTSO

CLCSE ANGLE

THX takes a snmall card fromthe box and punches holes in the
marked areas which read: S, E N5, 2,4,1.

He runs down a list of violations and finally punches:
Ollegal programming.O He puts the card into a slot in the
box, and continues to his operating cell.

21. OPERATI NG CELL

THX slides into his control panel as the operation begins. A
conponent is picked up by the mechani cal hands. THX strains
as the hands begin to nove toward the half assenbl ed chronme man



FULL ANGLE

In another cell of the operation chanber is a supervisor. He
sits in front of a conputer readout, TV nonitors, and many

el ectroni c graphs and gages.

SUPERVI SOR
1138 retract. SB4 tal nbd contract,
retract to 220.

Buttons are clicking, lights flashing, and gages near their
war ni ng mar ks as THX struggl es to mani pul ate the nechani cal hands.
Sweat forns on his forehead. THX noves the hands back and nakes
anot her attenpt at placing the conmponent.

22. CONTROL CENTER

A control officer, dressed in yellow, sits in a large roomfilled
with ten nen, various radar scopes, TV nonitors, and |large clear
pl astic maps. The control officer is receiving all forms of
reports as two observers, below and in front of himwatch TV
nmonitors. An observer reports to the control officer

OBSERVER
W are receiving an extrene
respiratory count froma
Magnum Mani pul ator in operating
cell 94107. FErratic visua
behavi or.

CONTROL COFFI CER
Transfer control information.

Instantly, information on THX is flashed on a | arge screen in
front of the control officer. Photos flash on and off the screen
They are taken fromall possible angles, including various types
of X-rays, etc.

OBSERVER
1138 files a violation report on
SEN 5241 imediately prior to.....

CONTRCOL OFFI CER
Violation type?

OBSERVER
Il egal programm ng.

CONTRCOL OFFI CER
Check into it. (pause) Current brain
wave confirmation on 1138. Adrena
off point 74 or minus 6. No doubt of
severe sedation depletion...... I nform
Magnum super vi sor 9410 of procedure
to mndl ock and arrest. (pause)
Request M NDLOCK for operating cel
94107; subject 1138 prefix THX



One of the observers rel eases a special safety lock on his contro
panel. The switch under the | ock reads: M NDLOCK, danger
PRI ORI TY 3AA

23. OPERATI NG CELL

THX successfully survives several minor crisis. The
stress and effort show on his face. The Supervisor receives
a report.

CONTRCL VO CE
Magnum Mani pul at or 1138 prefix THX
operating cell 94107, suffering
severe drug violation. Extent
pendi ng. 1138 subject to
i medi ate arrest. M NDLOCK pendi ng.
M NDLOCK pendi ng.

The supervisor is greatly alarmed by this information

SUPERVI SCR
Priority shift, repeat, priority
shift. The situation here is
critical. 1138 involved in
critical mass maneuver. DELAY
M NDLOCK, DELAY M NDLOCK
situation white, repeat, situation
white. HOLD...HOD.....

A high whining Anthem|like piece of nusic is heard in THX s
operating cell. The sound staggers him, and he freezes at the
controls of his panel. The component THX was gui di ng, continues
to creep slowy closer to the chrone nman

CLCSE ANGLE
The supervisor slans s series of relays in disgust, and reports
into the conputer

SUPERVI SOR
Who permitted this priority??? This
shoul dn't happen. (pause) |Immedi ate
transfer of disaster responsibility
to control officer 626, as of tine
mark: 12/32/581. Repeat; officia
obligation of responsibility.....

He reaches for nore sedatives in a bottle near his panel

MED ANGLE

The critical nass component enters the open skull of the chrone
man. Sparks fly, and the gages are now i n the danger zone.

The intercomvoice is alive with panicked dial ogue.

VA CE
Clear....Oear....4444, 4445,
4446. ... EJECT. .. EJECT. .. EJECT. ..



24.

25.

26.

Al of the men in the operating room evacuat e;
frozen at the controls. THX is aware of the si

| eavi ng THX al one,
tuation, and

struggl es to break the power of the mndlock and stop the com

ponent .

VA CE

Near destruct....Near destruct.

CONTROL CENTER

The observers are switching relays as the control officer trues

to get the situation under control

CONTROL OFFI CER

..... M NDLOCK! rel ease M NDLOCK!
rel apse to command nonitor. Rel ease
M NDLOCK. Transfer obligation for

responsibility to central noni
898. This center received no
eval uation of stasis. Contro

626 holds no responsibility..

tor

center

The M NDLOCK Anthemis replaced by the voice of QW

CPERATI NG ROCOM

The conponent is at the point of destruction as THX is rel eased

fromthe m ndl ock.

ow
Everything is going to be all right.
You are in ny hands. | wll protect

you. Everything is going to be al

right. Cooperate, stay calm

I am

here to hel p you. (pause) Everything

is going to be......

THX carefully operates the controls, and returns the critica

mass to it's container

CONTROL VA CE

Rel ax your controls. Relax your con-
trols. Report to Con 5 i nmediately.

Rel ax your controls.....

The voice of OMM and controller blend in an hypnotic double

talk. THX sits quietly in shock as the voices
die off.

G TY PASSACEVWAY

on the intercom

The supervisor, and all the other workers from THX s unit are
standi ng around in the passageway. A door opens and THX



27.

28.

29.

enmer ges acconpani ed by a Chrone policeman. They pass silently
through the crowd of workers, who watch them di sappear down
the corridor. The workers start to file back into the
operating cell

I NTERI OR TRAM

The interior of the tramlooks nuch like the interior of a very
nodern jet liner. There are about 50 people sitting in high
backed seats. A few are talking to thenselves. THX is seated
next to the policeman, still in shock

CLCSE ANGLE
Slowmy THX begins to trenbl e and then suddenly stops.

THX
LUH!

He | ooks wildly around the tram and at the policeman. No one
is paying any attention to him He junps up and runs for the
enmergency door at the end of the aisle. The policeman slowy
get ups and wal ks down the aisle to THX trappi ng hi magai nst the
door .

FULL ANGLE

THX suddenly sl ans open the escape hatch. The tramis noving at
supersoni ¢ speeds through a vacuumtube. THX is sucked out into
the tube. The open escape hatch seals itself imediately.

CLCSE ANGLE

THX is caught in a loud rush of sound and air as he floats in
free fall through the vacuumgravity-free tube. He begins to
sl ow down. As he does, anber lights on the side of the tube
beconme nore visible. Suddenly THX is sucked into a smnaller

t ube.

OBSERVATI ON CELL

A control observer is nmonitoring the interior of the tram People
are confused, hysterical. A chrome-policeman tries to calmthem
The policeman reports the situation, which is typed by a
conputer. Mre information appears on the readout, and is

rel ayed by the observer

OBSERVER
1138 prefix THX on warrant. Drug
evasion. Fled tramin transit.
Sur m se destroyed

DEBRI S RECEPTACLE 444

TV nmonitors light up roons filled with scrap nmetal and ot her
waste product fromthe tramtube. The nonitor scans room



444, then noves on, leaving the roomlit only by a few bl ue

guide lights.

CLCSE ANGLE

THX | i es unconsci ous under a pile of scrap waste. He slowy
pi cks hinsel f up, nakes his way toward the wall. A low humis

heard and THX drops into the waste as the nonitors |ight
up the room

FULL ANGLE
Wen it is dark again, THX follows the wall until he sees a
hat chway high up the wall. He junps for the hatch..but m sses

it and falls to the floor. He groans, rolls over, revealing a
bl eedi ng back. Again there is a |low humand the roomlights

up.

30. OBSERVATI ON CELL

Debris receptacle 444 is seen on a nonitor. The screen goes
bl ack, then another room appears, 562. A control observer
wat ches the nonitor.

CLCSE ANGLE

As the observer makes adjustnments on the control panel, he
sees sonething, flips on another nonitor for a closer view
He switches over to heat transm ssion

FULL ANGLE
The observer sees a noving hot spot on the screen, marks it,
blasts it with a |laser beam A |loud screech is heard.

MED ANGLE

The control observer swi tches back to Iight transm ssion, sees
a dead animal the size of a large dog. He continues his
scanni ng. Another roomlights up, goes dark

31. DEBRI S RECEPTACLE 4444

THX gets up fromthe rubble, begins building a pile of scrap
metal up to the hatch. Waste continues to be sucked into the
roomwi th a great rush of noise.

CLCSE ANGLE

As THX di sl odges a large piece of twisted netal, a trapped ani mal
like the one killed by the observer, is released and attacks THX
They fight rolling through the debris.

MED ANGLE

THX strangl es the beast. The humof the nonitor is heard as THX
tightens his grip on the animals neck. The light goes on. THX
freezes, clutching the now quiet beast.



32. OBSERVATI ON CELL

The observer scans the room thinks he sees sonething..swtches
to a closer shot, then to heat transm ssion. But he spots
not hi ng novi ng.

33. DEBRI S RECEPTACLE 444

The |light goes out. THX rel axes, rel eases the dead aninal. He
pl aces a final piece of junk on the pile and attenpts to clinb
to the hatch.

CLCSE ANGLE

THX i s exhausted. He can't turn the wheel on the hatch. He
clinmbs down and finds a long bar in the rubble. The TV |ight
goes on. THX freezes. The light goes out and he clinbs up the
hatch, putting the bar between the spokes of the wheel

FULL ANGLE

THX hangs on the bar, rotating the wheel as the hatch slowy opens
A muffled buzz is heard as THX clinbs out and closes the hatch

The TV |light nonitor goes on

34. OBSERVATI ON CELL

Debris receptacle 444 is seen on the TV nonitor and the buzz
beconmes | ouder. The observer flips to a closeup nonitor and scans
the room The buzz is now very |oud, becom ng an al arm system

OBSERVER
Seal break. VAC debris receptacle 444.
Entrance on con 65. Investigation in

process.

35. G TY SUPERSTRUCTURE

THX stunbl es through the concrete superstructure, obviously in pain.
He reaches a door, opens it, revealing an individual nodual express
tube. Low, sleek, auto-jets whiz by at incredible speeds. They
appear out of the bl ackness, shoot past THX and di sappear

FULL ANGLE

THX rests in the express tube doorway. He is seen on a TV nonitor
as faint intercomconversations are heard. He waits, trying to
get the courage to cross the tube as the auto-jets flash past him

CLCSE ANGLE

THX takes a breath, sees his chance, races across the roadway. He
is on the verge of unconsci ousness. An auto-jet can be heard
approaching. He barely makes the other side as the jet rushes



36.

37.

by. He drops into unconsciousness at the side of the roadway.

OBSERVATI ON CELL

A control observer is nmonitoring the expressway.

OBSERVER
Mai nt ai ned visual contact with THX 1138
until 5.34. Lost contact at express tube
929. Surm sed destroyed.

The observer continues to scan he area with no results.

KITCHEN - THX' S QUARTERS

The kitchen table is covered with a large pile of food. LUHIis

operating several of the food cabinets, pushing buttons in soneg,
taking food out of the others. Sone of the colored food spheres
fall off the table, and bounce across the floor. She picks them
up, humm ng tunel essly to herself.

CLCSE ANGLE
She hears sonething in one of the other roons, but continues
piling up the food.

LUH
I'"'min the kitchen, cone and see

There is no answer, and after a nmonent, she stops and |listens.

LUH
THX?

She steps into the MAINROOM and sees that the front door is open
She is inmediately frightened.

LUH
THX, Pl ease.....

Very timdly, she steps over to the bedroom and | ooks in.

LUH
....answer.

A figure steps out of the shadow in the foreground. LUH turns
around and sees him She screans and becomes hysterical. It is
THX, clothes torn, bleeding, and so distorted he resenbles a

wi | d beast.

THX
No...no...LUH help nme....help....

LUH faints. THX is barely able to stand, but he goes to her.

THX
LUH ...Help us..OwW OW hel p us.



He pulls her into his arns and rocks her. He is crying.

THX
OW forgive us for our sins. Save
us. W are one, nass is one, OW
is one. OW Help us.....

FULL ANGLE
The front door opens, and two chrone policenen enter the room
POLI CEMAN
(voice of QW
I amhere to help you. Relax. You
have nothing to fear. | amhere
The policeman pull themapart. THX s hands are taped behind his

back. (Fade out)

CUT I N
38. PRI SON CHAMBER
SI LENCE
A small bl ack dot appears on a white background. It is THX huddl ed

inawhite linbo prison chanber. He is fresh and clean. Al of
his cuts and sores are gone.

CLCSE ANGLE
THX is in a state of extreme terror. Suddenly he flinches, shrinks
further into a ball, and peers out into the white void. Slowy he

rel axes, then tenses again as he thinks he sees sonet hing.

CLOSER ANGLE
THX has not slept in a great while; which shows in his eyes..He
slowy drifts into a light sleep

FULL ANGLE

THX wakes with a start as he hears footsteps. Panicked, he | ooks
inall directions trying to discover where the sound is com ng
from The footsteps becone |ouder, and |ouder. THX rises in
trenbling horror.

OVERHEAD ANGLE

THX runs around in circles. He stops short as a chrone policenman
appears holding a long electronic pole. THX continues to run in
circles as two nore policenen appear with poles, and surround him
They slowy close in on him occasionally prodding himw th the

| ong poles; which make an el ectroni c sound, causing THX extremne

pai n.

MED ANGLE

The policenen close on THX until he is again a huddl ed, quivering
ball. They stand over him prodding himevery few nonments, unti

he begins to weep in desperation

FULL ANGLE



39.

T. V.

Monentarily the prison chanber goes blue, and the policenen
return into the white void. THX sits alone, cowering in fear

| MAGE

The screen is filled with a TV nonitors |ong shot of THX in the
white linbo prison. He is sitting with his feet spread out in
front of him W hear an off screen voice speaking quietly with
clinical authority and disinterest.

Cs VA CE
I ncr ease.

The i mage changes instantly to an extrenme long shot. THX is nerely
a dot in the center of the screen

OS VA CE
No... here... hold this down.

The i mage changes instantly to a close shot of THX. He is in
shock staring into the white linbo. He is talking quietly to
hi nsel f. W cannot hear what he is saying.

S VA CE
Audi o. .

2ND Vvd CE
Audi o is al ready on.

THX continues to speak soundl essly.

2ND VA CE
| can't hear him

1ST VA CE
Cortex bonding....possible tenporary.
Bef ore you report a possibl e equi prent
mal functi on, you check the subjects....?

2ND VA CE
Stress category.

1ST VA CE
Correct. (pause) Oigin?

2ND VA CE
Birth born.... UMW .. Sexact.

1ST VA CE
Vi ol ati on?

The nunbers 3278-927. 333tjj appear on the bottom of the screen

2ND Vd CE
Drug evasion with....

1ST VA CE
triple three, triple three! easy.....



2ND Vvd CE
Drug evasion with assorted perversions

1ST VA CE
Correct. Now secure a sinex drop
readi ng.

We hear a | ow throbbi ng sound, but THX shows no reaction. The word
psyni x -4675 appears on the bottom of the screen

1ST VA CE
A sinex drop reading of less then
2000 degrees with an acconpanyi ng
| oss of greater then 350 degrees

since adnission may indicate....?
2ND VA CE
Per mant cortex bond.
1ST VA CE
Correct.
THX is still talking silently to hinself.
1ST VA CE

This really isn't a very good

subj ect because with a cortex
bond, we're restricted to about

a quarter of the boards potential.
..... Al'l this over here is wasted
on him See, we could run a
systemH. . ... Wat ch.

A pause, and then a high frequency sound is heard. THX begins to
twitch uncontroll ably, becom ng nore and nore viol ent, slanm ng
up and down against the floor. He looks terrified, but there is
not hi ng he can do about it.

1ST VA CE
Normal |y, there would be no
vi sual evidence of a system
H W' re not even getting a
readi ng.

The numbers on the bottom of the screen read 0000. The sound
changes pitch, and THX i mredi ately huddl es up in a ball

1ST VA CE
HUMVMM . . ..

2ND Vvd CE
What happened?

1ST VA CE
See if you can get a reading on
tactal retention. Try to estimate
it without a neter reading.

The nunbers di sappear fromthe screen, and we switch to a cl oser



shot of THX. There is a pause

1ST VA CE
Be careful, now. ...

THX i mredi ately slans to the floor, paralyzed. H's face turns
bright red, and he appears to be in extrene pain.

2ND VA CE
UMW . Let ne see.....

THX opens his mobuth to scream but makes no sound

1ST VA CE
Hurry up.

2ND VA CE
4732...7°

1ST VA CE
Too | ow.

The nunmber 6949 appears on the screen

2ND VA CE
Control ON.

1ST VA CE
No, evidently you reversed the
polarity on his |obal travel
Secure anot her sinex drop.

THX col | apses into a heap, and starts to quiver. The word psyniXx
appears, but the degree rating is rapidly clinbing upward,
appr oachi ng 4000.

1ST VA CE
4000 degrees is usually the point of....?

2ND Vvd CE
Vocasity

1ST VA CE
No, Tetanty.

THX begins to scream soon after the nunbers pass 4000. The
nunbers keep noving steadily until they stop; oscillating
bet ween 7980 and 8040.

1ST VA CE
It's very rare to see a nurl bond
di ssolve like that.

The nunbers stabilize at 8020. THX is contorted into a very odd
position on the floor. He is released, and he crunples into a
heap. . (trenbling, and scream ng.)

1ST VA CE
He's back to normal now.



40. CRGANALYSI S THEATRE

THX is strapped and clanmped to an anal ysis table, mounted on ginbles,
simlar to an operating table. He |ooks dazed, but fearful, and is
extrenely clean and well scrubbed; alnost raw. H s head has been
freshly shaved.

What we can see of the roomaround himis full of nechanical and
nmedi cal apparatus - chrone and white enanmel. W are in the m dst
of an exam nation, although no other people are seen

MED ANGLE
A mechanical armtipped with a cotton pad is rubbed in THX s
arnpit. It retracts, and another arm descends, injecting a

needle into his arnpit. Sinultaneously, blood sanmples are being
obtained fromthe finger tips, and forearm The arnpit needl e
has obtained a sanple of clear linph fluid, and is retracted into
the ceiling.

Al'l these nmovenents are acconpani ed by the small, whirring,
nmosqui to-1i ke sound of tiny torque notors.

CLCSE ANGLE

The arnms descend again and fasten two strips of cellophane to THX s
bi ceps. Then a clear plastic tube is inserted into one of his
nostrils, and his nouth is sealed shut with a | arge black plastic
clamp. THX s breathing beconmes very difficult and he tries to
resist, but is powerless. W hear the sound of a punp and a

pink fluid is punped through the tube and into THX

CLOSER ANGLE

Tiny clanps are placed around THXOs eyes and his eyelids are
retracted. Two cups on long stens of colored wires are | owered
and placed on his eyeballs. There is a slight pause and then
the cups begin to vibrate. They stop then vibrate again.

STILL CLOSER ANGLE

The punmp stops, and THX's other nostril is sealed. W hear the
punp again, only this tine air is sent through the tube. THXOs
chest begins to distend, and keeps distending until it seens his

| ungs can hold no nore.

The punp stops, and THX exhal es with one huge sigh. The cups on
his eyes also stop vibrating, and retract into the ceiling. The

punp starts up again filling his lungs with air. This tine the
punp passes the where it stopped before, and begins to
strain.

Finally it stops and lets THX exhale. The tube is retracted
and his nouth is unclanped. H's |lips are quivering.

EXTREMELY CLOSE SHOT

Two wires are placed deep into THX s chest, and his heart begins

to beat very fast. An armwith an extrenely sharp stylus starts

to scrape a strange pattern on the inside of THX s forearm Little
beads of bl ood appear where the line was traced. A long flat

needl e descends and penetrates THX s solar plexus. Wen fully in,

it rotates in eccentric circles for a few nonents, and then retracts,



42.

| eaving only a small drop of blood where it has been

CLCSE SHOT

Another armwi th a razor-sharp scal pel nmoves to THX s forearm and
delicately incises an al nond shaped pattern on the skin. H's
heart, which has been beating rapidly, suddenly slows to al nost
not hi ng.

The scal pel noves beneath the skin and frees the al nond shaped
section, lifting it into a small vile, and lifting it away. The
two wires in THXOs chest retract and his heartbeat returns to
nor mal .

MED ANGLE

The entire process has been continually typed into a conputer
At this point, a read out activates; which reads: 1138thx

Di ognosi s-conpatable. Rate: Excellent. Exceptions: Left
ki dney. (See detailed index 24-921)

PRI SON CHAMBER

THX lies sl eeping. The sound of footsteps wakes him and he junps
up, crouching, staring into the white |inbo.

As THX stares, a figure slowy appears out of the whiteness. It
is LUH Wen she sees THX, she stops wal king and stares at him
They watch one another for a long while; finally THX stands.

THX

Are you...are you real?
LUH?. . . LUH?

She rushes into his arnms and they spin in an enbrace. They kiss.

THX
Are you all right?

LUH | ooks at him frightened and unable to answer.

THX
What did they do to you?

There is a | ong pause.

LUH
I'"mgoing to have a child.

THX i s al ar ned.

THX
no...no, no.

LUH
Ch, THX... hold ne, hold ne,

THX hol ds her tightly, tears in his eyes. They kiss, and LUH
hi des her head in THX s chest.



THX
It's the end.

LUH
I'"'mnot afraid...|'mnot
afraid.

THX

It's wong; so wong, what
we' ve done. ...

He drops to the floor, clinging to her legs. He is crying.

THX
| didn't want this. How did
it happen? Don't |eave ne...
stay here with ne.

She goes down to him enbracing and conforting him

LUH
You have to be strong.
(pause)
(softly)
You' re going to have a son

They both sit silently. She is rocking himin her arns.

EXTREME LONG SHOT
They lie huddl ed together in the vastness of the white |inbo.

LONG sHOT
They ki ss

MED ANGLE
They becone passionate and begin to take off each others clothes.

CLCSE ANGLE
They begin to make | ove.

CLCSER ANGLE
They make | ove.

The sane i nage appears over a TV nonitor

VA CE
Neron activity has risen to +942
Carbon rating +22.3. Tri-base
off .732. Contrast.....

The image returns to the white |inbo.

THX and LUH are sl eeping, cuddl ed next to one another. Faint
footsteps are heard, slowy getting louder. LUH wakes with a
start. Miffled voices are heard. LUH shakes THX awake.

A man dressed in yell ow appears with two chrone policenen. THX
and LUH freeze in terror, still half asleep. The robot grab
themand pull themto their feet.



MAN
No person held to service in
one section under the | awns
t hereof, escapi ng into anot her,
shall, in consequence of any
| aw or regul ation therein, be
di scharged from such servi ce,
but shall be delivered up on
claimof the party to whom such
service may be due

LUH is held as THX i s taken away.

LUH
(crying out)
THX!
THX
(screamn ng)
No!...No!..

He is struggling as he disappears into the whiteness.

43. COURTRCOM

THX is escorted by two chrone policemen down a hallway and into
a courtroom It is rather dimand small - the twenty or so
people in the roomare lit with narrow beans of |ight.

THX is seated in a |large, highbacked chair. The Proctor reads
the charge in a ritualistic, sing-song voice which is only
occasi onal | y under st andabl e.

PROCTOR
1138 prefix THX charged with
viol ation index 3278.927, appendi x
445 to 613. Drug evasion, malicious
sexual perversion, unconditiona
response and transgression. Justice
proceed. Pontifex 606 presiding.

The Pontifex is sitting behind a high dais, with a large portrait
of OW in the background. He makes a ritualistic gesture.

PROCTOR
Begi n.

PRCSECUTOR
Merci control respectfully places
its evidence before you

He places four rolls of conputer tape before the Pontifex.

PRCSECUTOR
9198, 5116, and 1447. These
negati ve docunents are certified
by AN-QOT.QO and registered at
files, tonb 34.



The Defense, sitting in front of THX, junps up and blurts out
qgui ck sentence of partially inaudible phrases.

THX sits quietly,

DEFENSE
. hondrug, nondrug total excuse.
1138 is unstabl e condition...not
responsi ble for acts. Nondr ug,
asylum . ..asyl um

wi th his head hung | ow.

PRCSECUTOR
Merci control respectfully submts a
5254, immedi ate destruction, on the
basis of an ECO TR-X 314; totally
i ncurabl e chemi cal inbalance with
socially deteriorati ng consequences.

DEFENSE
Reject, reject. Inefficient unwarranted
destruction. Mist be saved...mass is one..
can be productive. Nane of econom cs; cure
this soul...malignant cure. There is a
heritage of good and economnic efficiency...
net gain.

PROSECUTOR
| nsane.

PONTI FEX
G ant ed.

PROSECUTOR

| mredi ate destruction is the only
efficiency. The crimes are of
secondary inportance. The issue is
one of genetic inferiority. This
man i s of wonb.

There is slight pause as a murmur goes through the courtroom

PRCSECUTOR
He is the product of an illega
sexual perversion and shoul d have
been destroyed at the nonment of
conception. What is in question
here is a concept in economc
efficiency and procedure that has
al |l oned these erotics to exist and
dilute this great society.

DEFENSE
| nane. . .inane..

PONTI FEX
Rej ect ed.

PROSECUTOR

The services perforned by these

a



erotics nust be automated. |If
sexual perversion is to be stanped
out, the products of this perversion

nust . ..

DEFENSE
Reject...reject...reject... Wiat is
the prosecution doing? This is not
a race issue....not here. Renenber

sanctity of the individual regardless

of race. A nonresponsible act...sinple case.
Birthborn citizens are physically

conpatible with clinic types and mnust

be consuned, not destroyed. Econ equilibrium
status 542 through 691 apply to case.

Def endant used, not destroyed. Case rest.

He takes three conputer cards and places them before the Pontifex.

PROSECUTOR
The perversions commtted by this
obsol ete race have a definite corrosive
effect on our society. If he is not
destroyed, his deviate characteristics
will be transmtted to others. W nust
not continue to consume these erotics.
W nust externinate the source of sin.
Econom cs nust not dictate situations
whi ch are obviously religious.

PONTI FEX
Concl ude.

PRCSECUTOR
If 1138 is consumed and not destroyed,
this perversion will spread. He nust
be destroyed. It is the only | ogical
efficient, and righteous verdict which
can be reached.

The defense says nothing, only shakes his head in dissent. The
Pontifex scans the room then gives the Proctor a nod.

PROCTOR
Concl uded.

PONTI FEX
Pr oceed.

The Proctor types the last bit of information into the conputer.
Monents | ater, the conputer readout activates. The Proctor
tears off the sheet and hands it to the Pontifex. The Pontifex
silently reads the verdict and then stands.

PONTI FEX
(sol emml y)
OW be praised. Al are One.
Prai se be to the masses.

The Pontifex hands the verdict to the Proctor as two chrone



pol i cemen drag THX before the Pontifex. He nakes a sign over
THX and munbl es a prayer, then | ooks at the Proctor, who reads
the verdict.

PROCTOR
1138 prefix THX stands convicted of
i ndex 3278.927 appendi x 445 through 613.
Drug evasion 321, 399, and malicious
sexual perversion

Everyone in the courtroomis unnmoved and unconcerned. THX sits
in a trance-1ike shock.

PROCTOR
...1138-THX i s pronounced inval uabl e.
The subject shall be consumed as
econom cs dictate.

The defense gives the prosecutor a triunphant glance. Two
chronme policenmen take THX out of the courtroom. As he

| eaves, LUH is escorted into the roomby another door. They
do not see one anot her.

44. PRI SON CHAMBER

THX is escorted through a white Iinbo area by a chrone policeman
with a long electronic pole. Shortly, they reach a group of nine
other felons. The area is defined by ten blue beds - each bed

is actually a rectangul ar box equipped to provide all the
necessities for human existence. Sone felons are asleep, others
are sitting on their bed nodul es, and a few are grouped

together in a discussion

The policeman take THX to an enpty bed nodul e and pounds his
long pole on the floor three tinmes. A few of the prisoners turn
and | ook.

PCLI CEMAN
THX 1138.

The policeman turns and wal ks into the whiteness, |eaving THX
sitting on his bed. The other nine nmen are: SEN 5241, PTO
0340; NIN 1969; TWA 7070; DWY 1519; NCH 0066; | MM 9472; JOT
1288; and TRG 3442.

PTO - a withered old man - wal ks over to THX and puts his hand on
THX' s shoul der

PTO
It's all right...you' re safe now

THX is totally depressed and conpletely ignores PTO who goes
back to his bed after a nonment. THX watches the other felons.

NCH i s doi ng exercises on his bed nmodule. |IMM a retarded woman,
sits huddled in a trance, munbling incoherent phrases. Her
clothes are torn to shreds and she is al nost naked. A thin,
delicate-1ooking man is slightly renoved fromthe group, painting



| arge, red designs on the floor; he is JOI. TRG an inbecile, sits
on his bed nodul e and every few nonents breaks out with a hysterical
ear - pi erci ng | augh.

As THX scans the group, he notices SEN asleep on one of the
nmodul es. THX turns in disgust and tries to sleep

DI SSALVE TO

PTO is involved in a discussion with two of the other prisoners.
One is NNN, a mddl e-aged nman who is trying to organi ze the rest
of the felons in an escape. The other man in DW - sad,
nervous, and about the same age as NI N

PTO
Then why are they hol ding us here?
Why don't they destroy us right
away? Economically, it's not

sound at all. Very much unlike...
NI N

I've said many tinmes before, and

I guess I'Il have to repeat it

again for your...

DWY
They're mad. .. mad. ..

PTO
It is incalculably nore destructive
for you to believe you are about
to be destroyed then if you actually
were destroyed. W' ve got nany
residents on the verge of hysterial

It's got to stop....your unpleasant...
DWy

We're just waiting to diel
NI N

Cal m down! Not hi ng can be acconpli shed

in an...

Suddenly, a screamis heard, and the group turns to see NCH
huddl ed over IMM TRG and DWY both start over to rescue | MV but
TRG reaches her first. NCH backs off a short distance, making
huffing noises. TRGis laughing triunmphantly at DW, who goes
back to his bed and sits down. TRG takes IMMin his arnms and
tries to cal mher.

PTO
You al ways nmanage to avoid the
i ssue: What's wong w th our
present condition? W're
COVFORTABLE and we have plenty
of food...|l feel absolutely no
threat because there is no threat.
Way incite trouble? You should
exam ne your enotions. It is
sensel ess. .



NN
What are you tal king about?
When did you sleep last? Do
you know what your trouble is?
You're blind. You' ve been here
so long you can't see what is
happeni ng. W nust unite. W
need unity. W need action
(pause) W have cone to a tinme
when we nust. ...

TWA, a rather fat man in his thirties, is pacing around the area,
nmeasuring the distance between the bed nodules. Wth no warning
noi se a policeman appears out of the whiteness, wal ks over to
TRG picks himup by the scruff of the neck and takes hi maway.
TRG i s | aughing as he disappears into the distant white.

THX has fallen asl eep; DW goes over and attenpts to confort
IMM NN and PTO are still engaged in their argunent.

DI SSOLVE TO

JOT is on his hands and knees, pushing a red, doughy |unp around
the floor. It leaves a sneary trail behind it, and JOT has

wor ked theses red snears into a baroque design. The bal
occasionally sticks to the floor, and JOT is having a difficult
time with all the effort invol ved.

Suddenl y, someone wal ks into frane and stands on the design
cl ose enough to JOT so that he has to stop working. Al we can
see are this person's feet and legs. JOT is exasperated and

angry.

Jor
Pl ease. .
There is a pause.
VA CE
H , buddy.
Jor

Look, will you please get off.
You' re standing on ny worKk.

Anot her pause. The person nudges JOT with his knees.

VA CE
H , buddy.

JOT sighs, resigned and disgruntl ed.

Jor
Hello....



Buddy.

The person gets down on one knee and puts his arm around JOT.
squeezing himhard. It is NCH

NCH
| want to | earn about what you're
doi ng, huh? Tell me sonething nice
about what you're doing.

JOT wi nces and struggles, but is caught even tighter in NCH s grasp
He begins to be afraid.

Yeah, what you're doing, you know
The t hing about you perverts is,
you' re al ways runni ng around doi ng
things. | want to hear something
really nice

Jor

I'"mdoing....working....a space..
viable....

NCH bends JOT's arm behind himand gives it a tw st.
NCH
Naa...that's not nice. You know
that's not nice.

He slanms JOT against the floor and falls on top of him whispering
harshly in his ear

NCH
Tell me sonet hi ng nice.

JOT is terrified now, and he is finding it difficult to breath.

Pervert!

He pronounces this sweetly, with a great deal of pleasure, but also
a certain anount of nenace. He becones increasingly excited.

NCH
Dam i nsidi ous malicious pervert!

JOT barely manages a gasp:

Jor
Hel p!

NCH
Pervert. Pervert. Pervert.



NCH starts tearing off JOT's cl ot hes.

DW is sharpening a small spoon with |oving and tender care.

He is trying to conceal it fromeveryone else. NCH and JOT can
be seen struggling in the background and we can still hear NCH
munbl i ng.

NCH
Pervert! Pervert! Pervert!

Suddenly JOT screans, and DW | ooks up. A chrone policenan appears,
leading a well-built, intelligent-looking youth of 14. He stops,
strikes his pole on the ground three times and announces:

PCLI CEMAN
CAM 5424.

He turns and | eaves. CAM I ooks around. Everyone is silent except
for JOT and NCH who are still fighting.

DI SSALVE TO

THX i s awakened by a figure standing over him it is SEN
SEN
You' re real! \Were did you cone
fron®
There is a pause and THX doesn't answer.

SEN
I know you turned ne in

THX is sitting, expressionless.

SEN
I'"mdoing quite well here anyway.
(pause)
What's wong with you?...Don't be
i ke that.
(pause)

You're a stupid man

THX is sullen and annoyed at SEN s presence. They sit silently
for along while. Finally, SENreturns to his bed nodul e.

NN and the new arrival, CAM are engaged in conversation. NN
istrying to get CAMto sign a petition. IMMis sitting slapping
her hands on the floor. NCH is asleep and snoring very |oudly.
DWr has been watching JOT pai nt chases away. DWW

goes over to confort I MM

TWA has constructed a crude sextant, and is looking with it into
the vast whiteness. SEN sits on his bed counting stacks of foam
rubber food and nulti-colored capsules. THX goes back to sleep

Dl SSOLVE TO



PTO, TWA, and CAM are engaged in discussion. PTO and TWA | ook
the sane as before, but CAM has begun to grow a stubble of hair.
THX is sitting on his bed nodule not far away, listening. He is
also still conpletely bald. JOT is working off in one corner -
hi s design has begun to encircle the group of bed nodul es, and he
qui ckly works his way off screen

CAM is speaking excitedly, as if he were naking a series of denmands.

CAM
..... wi t hout pity!

There is a pause, and TWA shrugs his shoul ders and | ooks away.
PTO rubs his head.

PTO
But.....

CAM
Wt hout pity!

He lies on his bed, as if to conclude the di scussion

Suddenly, TWA notices something off screen and whi ps up the sextant
that had been lying beside him He holds it out and tries to get
a fix. Everyone turns to see except PTO

TWA
Too fast! If only I could
see a fixed point.

He puts the sextant down and exchanges a disgruntled glance with
PTO

A chrone policeman wal ks into the area and goes off screen

There is a pause and then the policeman returns, |eading JOT
away. JOT is silent, but turns a number of times and | ooks back
as he is taken into the distance. TWA has taken up the sextant
again and is followi ng themas they di sappear. NCH has woken up

PTO
Uum....

He waves, trying to catch CAMs attention

PTO
...y friend?
Your point of view...

CAMis still looking out after JOT and PTO finally | eans forward
and tugs his sleeve. He turns to PTO

PTO
(remenberi ng CAM s nane)
Yes, CAM That's it....Your point
is well taken...CAM but it |acks
t he bal ance that a broader and a deeper
range of experience can lend it. Wen
| first arrived here, | saw things as



you do now. | was confused and anxi ous

about ny predicanent. | longed to thrash
out, to tear down, to destroy and annihil ate;
to ravage, weak havoc, and plunder. Being
basically | evel - headed, however, | realized
that ny first goal should be to study this

pl ace, where what seened blind circunstance
had placed ne. To follow the train of

events and the ever-changi ng di splay of
characters that | saw before ne - of which

I amof course a part - and to try to discern
a pattern within the confusion.

TWA puts down his sextant and listens, although it seenms he has
heard this speech many times before. CAMis gradually fascinated
by the old man - nore by his air if cal massurance and the rhythm
of his |l anguage than by anything he is actually saying.

In the background, THX has begun to shave his head. DWW goes over
and tries to help but THX turns hi m away.

NCH has noved over to the sleeping | M and, w thout waking her,
renoves her |ast piece of clothing and | ays her down on the fl oor.
He quietly lies down beside her and starts moving rhythmncally.

PTO ( Cont' d)
I set forth on a program of study which
continues up to this very day and whi ch has

afforded me a few glinpses - if not actua
insights - into the nature of the world
around us. | never regretted nmy youthfu

passion - quite the contrary, it provided

me with the original spark which has

since settled down to a conforting and
enduring glow. But | would caution you

that spark - if uncontrolled - may

leap into flames of sensel ess and di sastrous
action and consune what you are endeavoring
to conserve

He has addressed this last bit of advice to NIN as well as CAM
PTO ( Cont' d)
Listen to the nmunblings of an old
man and bank those flanmes w th earnest
i nqui ry and honest observation
NI N suddenly breaks in.

NI N
Munblings is right!

He turns to CAM
NN ( Cont' d)
Do you know how many tinmes we've
had to listen to that speech?

He junps up, excited and at a | oss for words.



49.

NIN ( Cont' d)
Do you know how many tinmes? ....W've
had to listen to that speech? He
t hi nks everyone's as stupid as he is.
(turning to PTO
You know what you are? You make mne
sick. If we all thought like you
they could cone in here and...and..
do what ever they want ed!

PTO smil es and shakes his head. NN stonmps off in a rage, turning
and yelling at PTO

NI N
Sooner or later, you'll be taken
away and destroyed just like the

ot hers.

He sits down on his bed and sulks. PTO continues with his speech
conpletely ignoring NIN s interruption

PTO
In the years to cone you will be
grateful for what may now seemlike
sensel ess sacrifices. Wth a passion
such as yours, | don't think it would
be foolish to say that you mght see
further and deeper than any of us, right to
the heart of Truth herself!

PTO enphasi zes his point by placing his hand on CAM s knee.

There is a |l oud screech, and everybody turns to see IMMsitting

on the floor howing like a twd-year old. NCH who had been |ying
beside her, is slightly enbarrassed and tries to cover this up
with bluster. He gives IMMa shove and struts over to his bed

he begins his exercises. DW gets up fromhis bed and goes over
to confort | MW

DI SSALVE TO

IMM still conpletely naked, wal ks out into the whiteness accomnpani ed
by a chrone policenman

The prison chanber nonentarily goes blue, and food trays appear
at the base of the bed nodules. The nmen go to their food and
begin to eat. SEN goes over to TWA, and DW goes over and sits
next to THX. THX is not eating his food.

DWY

You' re frightened. You're frightened
that at any noment you'll be taken away.
I know, |I've felt that way. | couldn't
eat. | still have trouble. It goes
right through, all the tinme. | know
all right, but I'mbetter now | can
more or |less regulate it.

(pause)

I don't think you can understand



..... Terrible, terrible, terrible....
' ve been thinking about you

DW waits for a reaction, but THX continues to pick at his food,
payi ng no attention to him

DWY ( Cont'd)
You seemalone. | know [|'ve felt
that way. At work...they told ne I
was a first class transport regul ator.
Yes, a trampilot. Wat do you think?
Bet ween | evel 3472 and | evel 3500,
modul e center 55 - the big one. A

toilet: it's atoilet. Still, bad air
is better than no air. And the time-
tables. Shall | tell you?

TWA has given SEN part of his meal, and SEN returns to his bed
with it. DW watches himas he passes them then turns back to THX

DWY ( Cont' d)

What ?

(referring to SEN)
He's not very friendly, is he? He
said you were roonmates. Was he
al ways so...strange? Al he does is
save his food. He eats a little...
very little. He may die.

(pause)
O course, he may change. Things do
change. |'mthe sane...

(DWY offers THX sone

of his food)
Have ny plycron...what do you want
me to say?

(He sits, watching THX eat)
Coul d we be friends?

(whi speri ng)
We could | eave together. | have a
plan. See this?

(He takes a spoon out of

hi s shoe)
I"'mmaking it sharp. We'll dig.

A chrone policenman arrives with another felon and DW hastily

hi des the spoon in his pants. He seens to feel that THX had
something to do with the appearance of the policeman and he wat ches
THX suspi ci ousl y.

PCLI CEMAN
QUE 6662.

The policenman | eaves OUE standing with a totally bl ank expression
on his face, saliva dribbing fromhis nouth. He is in a deep
catatonic trance. THX lies on his bed and turns his back to DW

DWY
| should have known...You're with
them You want. ..



DWY gets up and goes over to OQUE, who is still standing where the
policeman left him He sits himon a bed and begins to talk to
him Mst of the other felons are asl eep.

DI SSOLVE TO

THX is sitting on his bed, looking as if he just awdke froma

deep sleep. PTO and CAM are in the mddle of a history | esson

and CAMis reciting frommenory with a certain amount of difficulty.
H s hair is now noderately | ong.

CAM
Then SLE and RNH, who cane bet ween
PRT and M\H, but not before ALF, FRG
and MLK. ALF, FRG and MK went
before SAM RNG NUR and KLM Then
RRG STK, QUN, and FLT. And after
them cane....cane....

PTO
Four quick fel ons prepare the bed
nodul es to be cl eaned.

CAM i s perpl exed by what PTO has just said.

CAM
Huh?

PTO repeats, enphasizing each word carefully and separately.

PTO
Four quick fel ons prepare the bed
modul es to be cleaned. Four: F;
Quick: @ Felons: F.....

He | ooks delightedly at CAM who repeats the sentence to hinself.

CAM
Four....quick....felons prepare.
(under st andi ng)
FRK, QUM FLN, PSK, and TEL;
BG, MT, TRN, BRK, and CLS.

THX | ooks up and watches NIN, who has begun to stride around.

PTO
Yes, fine! You see, history is
not only inportant, it can be fun as
wel | .

NI N suddenly bursts in.

NI N
| can't believe it!
(mocki ng)
MRK CRK TRK SRK BRK. .. ..
What do you think happened to
MRK and CRK and TRK? Were
are they now? 1'Il tell you



where....no where.
NCH wakes up.

NIN ( Cont' d)
You know what | want? |deas...
One idea, One idea could get
us out of here if it was the right
i dea. You know what | nean?
Not a bunch of facts. Wo even
knows if they' re facts? He probably
makes themup in his sleep. The
time has come to act.

THX gets up and starts to wander aimnlessly about. No one notices him

NN ( Cont' d)
We've just got to be sure it's the
right idea. But we'll find it. We'lIl
know it when we see it. I'll knowit
when | see it. Cear and straight
forward and plain as the nose on your
face.

NCH wal ks over and punches NIN in the face. NN falls down,
hol ding his nose in pain. NCH returns to his bed nodul e and
uses the toilet.

THX is slowy moving further away fromthe group

PTO

(to CAM
O course it is true that no one
has ever returned once they were
taken away, history tells us that,
but it is idle to specul ate about
t he reasons why and absurd to torture
onesel f over an idle specul ation as
NIN is doing. NN has in fact destroyed
hi nsel f many times over with worry.
LOO 3122, who has taken away not | ong
before you arrived, believed that he was
going to a wonderful place where he woul d
be happy, and in so believing he created
a veritable paradise for hinmself right
here. Unfortunately, not all of us
can have the positive conviction of LOQ
but thankfully not all of us are burdened
wi th the om nous forebodings of NIN. |
nmysel f have found that concentrating..

PTO st ops speaking as a chrome policeman appears out of the white.

The policeman wal ks past THX, who has wandered quite a distance
away, and heads for the group. He stops at NCH s bed nodul e and
takes NCH by the arm

NCH suddenly gi ves the policeman a crunpling bl ow and knocks him
to the floor. He then junps gleefully on his head, partially caving
it in. Wen he finishes, he returns to his bed and watches the



i mobi | e body. Another policeman appears al nost instantly and takes
NCH by the arm leading himquietly away. NCH grins triunphantly
as he passes THX

NN
That's what | mean by the w ong
i dea.

PTO and CAM resune the discussion, unconcerned by the presence
of the policeman's body. THX listens for a while.

PTO
I amnot going to try to prove the
useful ness of history, it is genuinely
too obvious to need proof. W see before us
i nnurrer abl e scenes, |ike what we just
Wi t nessed, that succeed each other in
endl ess repetition. Were we see the
sanme faults followed regularly by the sane
m sfortunes, we may reasonably. ..

He pauses and points at CAMs | ong head of hair.

PTO ( Cont' d)
Don't you think you could do something
about that? It's very distracting.

CAMis a little enbarrassed and runs his hand through his hair.

PTO ( Cont' d)
...we may reasonably think that if
we coul d have known the first we could
have avoi ded the second. The past should
enlighten us on the future, know edge of
history is no nore than an antici pated
experi ence.

SEN, with great effort, has dragged the body of the policeman out
to the edge of the beds and left it there.

THX has ventured further and further away fromthe group. The
voi ces have been becoming |l ess and | ess audible until we hear only
fragments:

NI N
(shouti ng)

You' re wong! They're going
to destroy hini

And then we hear nothing at all

A chrone policeman enters the group of beds fromthe opposite side
and takes the body of the first policenman away.

THX is puzzled that there is no device stopping himfrom goi ng
further. He becones increasingly frightened but decides to continue
The group of beds is only a small dot in the distance.

DI SSALVE TO
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NN and TWA are standing | ooking off into the distance.

NI N
I can just barely see him | think
he' s | eavi ng.

TVWA
| mpossi bl e!

PTO cones over and peers into the whiteness.

PTO
I don't see anything.

DW and CAM join the gathering at the edge of the group of beds.

PTO
| can't see himat all. He's been
destroyed.

TWA

No, | ook! Three degrees fromthe
central azimuth

NI N
He's freel Can't you see:
he's freel

CAM

I can see him He's com ng back

PTO
Wiere? Oh...there he is. He nust
have been stopped.
(to NIN, sarcastically)
Don't you think?

DWY
He was stopped. He was stopped.
Now what are we going to do?

NI N
He's com ng back for the rest of
us. He can't nake it al one.

TVWA
I wonder how far he went. He's
gat hered inval uabl e information out
t here.

PTO
The reckless fool. |'mnot
responsi bl e.

THX appr oaches the group

NI N
What happened?



DWY
What st opped you?

TVWA
How far did you go? Was it col d?
PTO
You have nothing to fear. You're safe

agai n.

THX wal ks past the group, ignoring them and lies down on his bed.
They all start for him

NI N
VWi t! "Il talk to him

TWA
Ask hi mabout the air. He | ooks
out of breath.

NI N goes over and sits on the edge of THX s bed. THX does not
acknowl edge his presence. The other felons return to their beds.

NI N
Can you speak? Can you hear ne?

THX lies quietly, trying to sleep
NIN ( Cont' d)

I want to help you. You can
hel p us. Here, take a biscuit.

THX gi ves hi m an annoyed | ook.

NN ( Cont' d)
You understand ne, can you speak?

DWY conmes up to the bed.

DWY
I think he's deficient.

NI N
I don't think so. Wy don't you
go find sonething el se to do?

DWY
Then why doesn't he speak? Can't
he hear? | don't think he knows.

Loud yelling is heard and DAY and NIN turn to see SEN and CAM
struggling on the floor. They roll against QOUE s bed, knocking
himon the floor, where he lies notionless. TWA pulls CAM away
and SEN scranbl es back to his bed.

CAM
He took ny food. He stole it.

TWA
Now, now.



DWr goes over and lifts QUE back onto his bed. NN turns back
to THX

SEN
(yelling at CAM
| thought you were through with
it!

NI N

We cannot stay here and all ow oursel ves
to be destroyed. You can work with us.
An organi zed pl an of escape nust be
devised first. Could you see anything?

(pause)
You want to |leave. You're not |ike
them You must have | eft sonething,
or someone.

THX wi nces at the question.

NIN ( Cont' d)
Aplan..... an organization. | wll
see to it that we all get out of here
safely. As soon as you give us a
detail ed description of the barrier,

we can begin. Information is the key.
W nust concentrate on gaining information.
You're with us, I know. | have a contract..

He takes a piece of paper out of his shirt. THX lies silently,
apparently asl eep.

NN ( Cont' d)
All it says is: you're with us.
We can only make it together. W
must convi nce the others.
(pause)
Vell, later, then.

NI N | eaves. THX opens his eyes and ponders the incident.

DI SSOLVE TO

SEN is busy cleaning his bed area. CAMis helping TWA build a
crude tel escope on the edge of the bed area. DW is sharpening
his spoon. THX is sitting on his bed with his head in his hands..
NN and PTO are involved in discussion. PTOs mind is wandering
as he trys to follow NIN s train of thought.

NI N
Wthout nmost of us realizing it, a
"new al i gnnent" has been forned...
and it is an exciting, healthy devel opnent..
this alignnent is already a new mgjority;
it will effect the future of us all for
generations to cone. W need a new unity,
but not a unity which discourages dissent.
VW Need di ssent.



He touches PTO to enphasize the point. There is a pause.

NIN ( Cont' d)
But we need a creative dissent. CQur
voi ces are not joined in any harnoni ous
chorus, but the differences are differences
of enphasis, not of fundanentals. Now, the
new al i gnment's greatest need is to
conmuni cate with all its elenents,
rather than march along in parallel
line that never converge. Tonorrow
as we focus the new novenent nore
clearly, we will gain a new unity.

PTO
What ?

A policeman appears out of the white with a three foot high, hunch
backed, |ong-haired freak. The policeman pounds his staff three
times. Al the felons are dunmb-founded at the sight of the freak

POLI CEMAN
A nondescri pt: 364-1399284

The policeman exits; the freak stands hel pl ess and fri ght ened.

SEN
Wiat is it?

NI N
CGood Lord!

PTO

(proud of his know edge)
A shell dweller. They live in the
outer shell of the city. Quite unique,
there have been two here before. They
smel | .

TWA
Interesting....

TWA cautiously goes over to it to get a closer |Iook. Wen he gets
cl ose enough he pokes it. The freak lets out a shrill screech and
hobbl es as fast as it can away from  TWA. It junps up and | ands on
DW's lap. DW is paralyzed with fear as the freak clutches to
himwith all his strength.

The freak | ooks at DAW with sad, hel pl ess eyes. DW cones out of
hi s shock and throws the freak onto the fl oor

DWy
Cet....get away, get, get, get,
get away. ..

The freak hobbles off to an enpty bed and huddles in a ball at its
base, quaking with fear. TWA starts for it again

CAM



Leave it....for a while.

CAM and TWA go back to the telescope. NN and PTOreturn to
their conversation. THX lies quietly on his bed. SEN continues
to clean his area. DW sits on his bed. He is crying.

DI SSOLVE TO

CAMis at the telescope, aimng it into the whiteness, in an
apparently futile search for sonme concrete object. TWA is at
hi s si de.

TWA
Ther e!

TWA points and CAM noves the tel escope in that direction

CAM
No, not hi ng.
TWA poi nts agai n.
TVWA
Ther e!
CAM
Not hi ng.

THX is al so standing at the edge of the linbo, not far sway, staring
out at nothing. TWA and CAM concl ude their search after a few nore
fruitless attenpts at sighting sonething.

NN and PTO are havi ng anot her di scussion

NI N
I think that a | eader mnust, whenever
he possibly can, nake the decision for nore
know edge rat her than | ess, but he nust
al so have the wisdomto limt freedom so
as to insure freedom That is what wll
keep us strong and give us direction.

TWA and CAM come over and sit down.

PTO
Vel | ?

TWA
Qut of a random sel ection of 150 | ocations
wi th 150 possible sightings, there were
146 absol ute negatives and four conditionals,
nmost of which occurred in the early
famliarization stages of the experinment
and can be largely discounted.

PTO
Not very encouragi ng.



TVWA
On the contrary! It absolutely
proves what | have always felt. W
are located in an apparently uniform space
with no visible limts. W are just now
begi nning to push back the cl ouds of
i gnorance and perceive the truth. W nust
continue the search.

NI N
I have always tended to believe that
this kind of know edge is all well and
good in its place, but anything can be
taken too far, and when you' ve got every-
one | ooking off into tel escopes and not
tending to business right here, then, |
bel i eve, we have gone too far

THX has noticed a policeman approaching the group. He turns and
goes back to his bed nodul e.

TWA
The sighting of a fixed point beyond
our confines is fundanental to al
other problens and issues. It would
instantly determ ne whether we are,
whether this world is, in fact, moving
or standing still.

The policeman enters the area and wal ks over to DW, who has
been sitting quietly on his bed. TWA | eans over and whispers to
CAM and as the policeman | eads DW quietly away, they return to
the tel escope.

NI N
I have been thinking seriously recently
about the role we are expected to play
as individuals and as a unit within the
broader outlines of society.

He addresses hinself to the whol e group

NIN ( Cont' d)
Each of us, of course, feels very
strongly as an individual, but I
think we could all agree that there
is sonething here that binds us all
together. 1In this way, we are a whole
made up of different parts. But in the
way that each of us relates to al
of us together, all of us together are
but a part of society as a whole.

No one is really listening to him

NIN ( Cont' d)
Now | come to ny point: each one of us
can be in unity with the rest only if there
is a leader who can the unifying. When
Posterity judges our actions here it wll



54.

per haps see us not as unwilling prisoners,

but as nmen who, when faced with the choice,
preferred, for whatever reason, to remnain

as non-contributing individuals on the

fringe of society. W mnust not let this
happen, gentlenen. The choice is there, make

no m stake about it!
NI N | ooks around, trying to elicit a response.

NI N ( Cont' d)

W nmust first choose a |l eader to unite
us together, and then venture out and
return once nore as contributing and
vital nmenbers of the greater organi sm of

soci ety.

NI N s speech has been increasingly passionate,

and ends on a note

of triunphant exhortation. The freak begins to cry; everyone el se

is silent.

TWA, who has not been listening to the speech
through the tel escope.

TWA
Aha!

is still sighting

DI SSOLVE TO

CAMis shaving his head while PTOis giving hima history | esson

The Freak is crouched in the background.

PTO

...... because of the great pressure
and bad air, they never attain a height
greater than four feet although sonme of
them are ferocious fighters and show
great courage and skill. \ether they
are descendants of those who |ost them

selves in the superstructure,

or whet her

they are actually a separate race, no one
can tell. They depend on their strange

appear ance and peculiar snell

to fend

of f any intruders, and they make the
city shell a nost unpleasant place in
which to be lost. The authorities
tol erate a noderate anmount of them at
any one tinme, but they nust be kept

under control wi th occasi ona

sweep

canpai gns, which is probably where

this one came from

CAM
(repeating the I esson)

Because of the great pressure and bad

air, they never attain..

TWA, who has been busy maki ng cal cul ati ons, suddenly bursts in:



TVWA
I'"ve got it! Astounding!

PTO
What ?

TVWA
No one coul d have i magi ned anythi ng
one-thousandth as fantastic as the
sober facts uncovered by patient
inquiry. This world is in a state of
static-nmobility: we are at the sane
time nmoving and standing still.

NI N
That's the nost ridiculous thing I've
ever heard.

TWA
It may seemridicul ous to the untrained
mnd, but if you were able to interpret
the cal cul ati ons you woul d see that an
apparent paradox is actually a perfect
and el egant systemin concept and design

A pol i ceman approaches the group.

TWA ( Cont' d)
However, for nyself there is a great
deal nore that | would |like to know
Way is this world as it is and not
sonething else. Wy is this world here
at all. It is true that at present |
have no clue to the answers to questions
such as these, but....

The policeman enters the group and wal ks over to CAM |eads him
away wi thout a word.

NI N
(to PTO
There goes anot her of your disciples.
PTO
It seens | amdestined to endure many
frustrations....but at the sane tine

I am secure in the know edge that the

thrust of ny studies has been in the

right direction, and that even if it remains
i nconpl ete, ny search has not been in vain

PTO wat ches CAM being |l ed off by the policeman

PTO
Qur life is brief and powerless. On al
of us, the slow, sure doomfalls pitiless
and dark. Blind to good and evil, reckless
of destruction, ommipotent authority rolls
on its relentless way. Condemmed today
to |l ose our friends, tonmorrow ourselves
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to pass through the gate of darkness, it
remains only for us to cherish, before the
blow falls, the lofty thoughts that ennoble
this little day; disdaining the coward
terrors of the slave of fate, to worship at
the shrine that our own hands have built;
undi smayed by the enpire of chance, to
preserve a mnd free fromthe wanton
tyranny that rules our outward life;
proudly defiant of the irresistible forces
that tolerate, for a nmoment, out know edge
and our condemmation, to sustain al one,
weary but unyielding, the world that our
own i deal s have fashi oned despite the
tranpling march of unconsci ous power.

THX | ooks into the void. There are tears in his eyes.

D SSALVE TO

The bl ue meal buzzer goes off and the nen eat. DW tries wthout
any results to get OQUE to eat sonething. The Freak is very pro-
tective of his food, and is very sloppy when he eats. SEN eats
only a small portion of his food, and puts the rest in his bed
nodul e. He then goes over and sits with THX

SEN
What is the Freak doi ng? He chews,
but he doesn't seemto eat. The longer it
stays, the greater the ness. Nobody lifts

a finger. 1Isn't anybody going to get rid
of the damm thi ng?
(pause)

Al of its leavings are piling up

THX is eating, unconcerned with SEN s probl ens.

SEN ( Cont' d)
I can't do a good job. As soon as
get things cleaned up....it's hopel ess,

a hopel ess task.

(pointing to the others)
I"'mgoing to tell theml've had it
They don't know any better. Countl ess
di versions. Deciding where we are.
Argui ng about leaving. Trying to
determ ne the future. Ridiculous.
What about keeping things |ivable here?
Now?

(pause)
I can't hide anything. | can't put any-
thing aside. Nothing can be saved,
not hi ng....can be hidden. They're beginning
to go into nmy corner and | ook for things.
Their things. They're ny things.....
They're going to take it all. | know
what they're planning. After all my saving,
Starving...there nust be something el se.



Don't you agree? You're calculating...
SEN i s stopped by the banging of a policenman's staff.

PCLI CEMAN
LUH 9998

THX is startled by the felon's prefix.

THX
(quietly, alnmost involuntarily)

He turns to see an ol der, quiet-looking man. The policenman | eaves
and THX sl unps in depression.

SEN
(casual ly interested)
What happened to her? Do you
know where she is? Wy isn't
she here. ..
(pause)
What are you thinki ng?

THX i s obviously thinking about sonething inportant. He seens
to have nade a deci sion.

NIN is sitting with QUE, trying o get himto sign his petition.

THX
' m | eaving.

SEN
What ?

THX turns to SEN with a very determ ned | ook.

THX
' m | eaving.

SEN
Wien?. . ... How?

THX
Ri ght now.

SEN
But you can't...you.

THX starts to wal k out of the area and into the whiteness.

SEN
Wait, I'mcomng too.

SEN runs over to his bed and starts stuffing surplus food into
his shirt. NN cones over to him pointing out at THX

NI N
(agitated)
What's going on....what are you



doi ng?

SEN
W' re | eaving

NN
What ?

SEN
W' re | eaving

NI N
Who? Who's | eaving?

SEN
THX and ne.

NI N

But you can't. W nust escape.
The new alignnent. The plan
The organi zati on.

SEN s shirt is bulging with food. He has wapped nore food up
in a piece of cloth. As he starts to go after THX, NIN grabs his
armand tries to restrain him

NI N
Wait....sit dowmn, let's talk
about it. You can't just do this
on your own. W nust present a
united front...gather nore pertinent
information... plans have to be nade.

SEN breaks away fromhim and sone of the food spills out of his
shirt, bouncing across the floor. He runs after THX

NI N
Thi nk of the new alignnent. Wat
are you doi ng?
(yel l'ing)
You can't do thisl!

PTO, TWA, and LUH join NIN on the edge of the white |linbo. They
wat ch SEN and THX wal ki ng of f.

NI N
W nust escape. We have plans. W
can |l eave. W nust wait until...

TWA
I ncr edi bl e!

NIN s yelling fades as SEN and THX venture further fromthe group

of nmodul es. Eventually, the beds di sappear conpletely. THX and
SEN are alone in the white.

56. VWH TE LI MBO



EXTREME LONG SHOT
THX wal ks briskly through the white. SEN follows a short
di stance behi nd, occasionally dropping a cube of food.

LONG sHOT
THX and SEN are sitting, resting in the vast void. SEN
is eating. THX is thinking.

IVED SHOT
They are wal king. SEN seens to be having a difficult tine.
SEN
The air is getting thinner
(pause)
O the pressure is getting
greater. It's the pressure.

How do you feel ?
THX is not listening to SEN
SEN ( Cont' d)
My ears feel funny....are you sure
this is the right direction?

They wal k until SEN drops on the floor, out of breath.

SEN
It's the air. It's closing in.
| can't stand it any longer. There's
no room No air.

THX goes over to him
THX
I haven't got time. You can stay
here if you Ilike.
THX starts off into the white.

SEN
No!

SEN gets up and follows after THX

SEN
It shouldn't be this far

They wal k on. Suddenly THX stops short.

SEN
What ?

THX
Look!

He points to a black dot in the distance.

SEN
Ch No!



They stand for a nmonent, watching the dot.

THX
It doesn't seemto be moving.

They start walking in the direction of the dot.
SEN
Look, he's waving...It's a
man. He's wavi ng.
Soon, they are close enough to see the man is a negro mannequi n,
SRT 5555. He begins to walk toward THX and SEN. They are
frightened, and stop wal king. SRT approaches them

SRT
Hello...hello. Were did you cone fronf

Both THX and SEN are speechl ess.

SRT
Well, it doesn't make any difference,
| guess.
He notices SEN s food.
SRT

What's that? Food? Good
I"'mstarving. Do you m nd?

He takes a piece of food from SEN s shirt. SENis frozen with
fear. SRT begins to eat.

THX
What are you doi ng here?

SRT
I was | ost.

THX
...and you're not | ost now?

SRT
(mouth full)
No, I...

SEN
You know the way out ?!

SRT
(chewi ng)
Um hnm . .

THX
Whi ch way?

SRT
(swal | owi ng)
That way.



He points in the direction fromwhi ch THX and SRT have just cone.

SEN
That's where we were.

SRT
Maybe you were traveling in
circles. That's the way out.

THX
How do you know?

SRT
Look nore cl osely.

Qut of the whiteness a row of faint beacons flash. The nen
start off in that direction

As the beacons becone nore distinct, the men break into a trot,
then into a run. SENtrips and falls, sending food bouncing in
all directions.

SEN
Wait, help.

SRT stops to help himup. THX waits until they catch up. The
three of themrun out of the white linbo into a dark side area.
They stop to catch their breath.

SEN
There was not hi ng t here.

SRT | ooks at THX and smiles. They wal k al ong the edge of the white
until they reach a door.

SRT
It could | ead anywhere..

THX puts his ear to the door. He hears not hing.

SEN
No...Let's not...

SRT opens the door, revealing an extrenely crowded hal lway. The
roar is deafening.

57. G TY NMAI NVAY

The nen stand | ooking into the river of people. THX points to a
red door on the opposite side.

THX
(shout i ng)
Let's head for that door.

The three nen are engul fed by the noving people. Fearful of
bei ng noticed, they are tense as TV caneras scan the crowd.



They struggle to fight the swift current. SEN begins to panic
as he becones separated from THX and SRT. The shuffle of feet
is so loud that SEN s crys are not heard.

THX sees SEN drifting further and further away, but he is
hel pl ess to do anything. THX yells at SRT who is directly
ahead of himin the stream of people.

THX
W' ve | ost SEN
SRT
What ?
THX
Lost SENl' He'll never find us.
SRT
Too late....stay close.

THX and SRT nmeke it to the opposite side of the hallway. They nove
along the wall until they reach the door which reads: "Reproduction
Center 35 No Entrance"” SEN hel plessly di sappears in the distance.
He screans, but cannot be heard as he floats through the hallways.
THX and SRT enter the reproduction center

58. CONTROL CENTER

A row of observers sit at their nonitors, as a control officer
ELC 3433 (dressed in yellow), enters the room He walks over to
one of the observers and is handed a stack of report tapes. He
take the reports to his desk and begins to listen to them The
control center seens relatively calm

59. REPRCDUCTI ON CENTER

SRT and THX are sitting in a large roomillum nated by blue lights
and filled with large jars. The jars contain human enbryos.

SRT
...it doesn't matter. The
rest of it just didn't happen

THX
What are you tal ki ng about.
How do you know? | need her
(to himnself)
I need her. She needs nme. |'ve
got to get to her.

SRT
Maternity ward, huhh!

THX
W' || never make it through that



mai nway. ..l wonder what happened
to SEN
(pause)

I"mcrazy! This whole thing is
crazy...Wat am| doing? W
mnd is full of so many things
I can't think of anything,
anynore.

(annoyed, to SRT)
Who are you?

SRT
Wio? Me?...1 don't know.

THX
Wiat kind of answer is that?

SRT
| don't know.

THX (very fast)
You have to!....I'm 1138 THX
Magnum mani pul at or 347 cell 94107
Preci nct 3 Residence: Level 6421
Conpl ex 12 Ranp 5. Roonmate

3417 LU...H
SRT

Ch, That! |'m 5555 SRT Entron.
THX
(angry)

| don't care.
SRT gets up and | ooks around the enbryo room He takes one of the
jars and renoves it fromthe shelf.

THX
It's all her fault!...She
put orinase in ny sedation

SRT | ooks at THX and puts the jar back in its niche.

THX
How can | | ove her?

SRT goes over to a control panel and begins to inspect it. He
di scovers a mmi ntenance entrance to the conputer. A small sign
on the door reads" "Reproduction control conputer maintenance.
No entrance. Use no el ectrodevices beyond this point."

SRT
Look!

THX goes over to the conputer. SRT pulls the door open

THX
No!

An al arm goes off, and a recorded voice is heard.



VA CE
You are engaged in an unauthori zed
procedure. Check cybernetic nanual
F-45. If you do no have an F-45,
you are in violation. This is a
double A restricted precinct. Remain
where you are. Authorities will
arrive shortly.

THX
You shoul d know better than that!

THX | ooks up at a TV canera. The two felons are seen on a TV nonitor.

60. CATHEDRAL

The Cathedral is a vast, dark, and enpty hall. D nly perceivable
are strange-l ooking caneras on large dollies; cables are strewn
across the floor. At one end is the portrait of OV and the
huge figure eight.

A door open slowy at the far end of the hall and lets in a
shaft of light. The air is filled with dust.

SEN enters through the door, nmarked "SAG - 68Y Personnel only."
H s bag of food hangs linply and he is exhausted. Slowy and
cautiously he noves down the rows of strange shadowy devi ces.
From t he dark background there is occasionally a glint of
pol i shed netal or glass. Anber safety lights are spaced evenly
al ong the unseen walls. Every sound he nmakes echoes t hroughout
the enpty space.

He stands for a long while in front of the portrait of OW In
the background, only dimy seen, are huge cards reading: "Before
OW was OW After OMwill be OW Wthin OW' etc.. He tosses
the bag of food on the floor; one red sphere rolls out and cones
to a stop. He looks at it and smles wyly.

SEN
They took everything...and then
they were going to take ny food.

He says this as a matter of fact, not trying to excuse anything.
SEN (cont.)
My food....l was afraid and |
ran away.

The portrait of OVMM I ooks down silently.

SEN (cont.)
I know it was wong, OW | want
to go back...l want to do the
right thing. | want to go back.

The sound of footsteps is heard, and SEN turns in panic to see
who it is.



61. COVPUTER | NTERI OR

THX and SRT run through the labyrinth of electronic circuit
panels. THX begins to show signs of exhaustion as they run
through the rows of el ectrodes.

CLCSE ANGLE

THX stops to catch his breath. SRT di sappears around a corner
THX runs to catch up, but when he reaches the corner, he

di scovers SRT has di sappeared. He goes al one.

62. CONTRCOL CENTER
In the control center ELC receives a report.

VA CE
..... and two i nmates have fled
detention block R habot 92.
They have been m ssing for
approxi mately 3:32.16 hours.

The report is sinultaneously typed into a conputer

VO CE (cont.)
1138 THX and 5241 SEN. Rel ay
current position.

ELC appears cal m and unconcerned as he speaks over the intercom

ELC
W have a U65 on a K8. Transfer
al |l unauthorized contacts in
precient 688 CONNGto this center.
Mode 7.

Instantly, the conputer readout activates. ELC reports into an
i ntercom

ELC
Request two PB848's: officers 1999
and 2187. Proceed with recovery
operation of felons 1138t hx and
5241sen. Current position
reproduction center 35, precient
688, CONG Report when felons are
in custody, revised position: HOD....
Fel ons have entered nmaintance area of
reproduction control conputer 35-B4.
Transfer.

ELC turns to watch an assenbly acci dent on one of the nonitors.

63. CATHEDRAL



SEN is peering into the shadows. Just barely visible, standing
on the other side of the cathedral, is a white robed figure.

VA CE
(echoi ng through the hall)
This is not the place for prayer.

SEN shows no surprise and says not hi ng.
VO CE (cont.)

If you want to speak wi th OW you
must go to a UNI CHURCH, you know

t hat .
SEN
(to hinsel f)
Yes. . ..
VA CE
What?....Are you in any trouble?
SEN
No...No...I"mall right. 1I'm
goi ng now.

SEN picks up his bag and starts for the door. The white robed
figure, which we can now see is a nonk, stops him

MONK
Are you SAG?....Wat is your
nunber and prefix? [|'m going
to have to put this in your
record.

SEN
No...l'Il just |eave.

MONK

(hol di ng him

I"msorry, | have to report all
intruders..... Where i s your
identification badge?

SEN

(1 ooking at his |apel)

I lost it.

MONK
You' re in violation. |'m going

to notify the authorities. This
is beyond ny jurisdiction.

The nonk turns to | eave, and SEN grabs him knocking himto the
floor.

SEN
No! Gve....Gve ne tine.

SEN begi ns to beat the unconsci ous body of the nonk. Slowy,
he stops and then slunps, holding his face in his hands.



SEN
oW .. OW What have | done?

He takes the body in his arns, and then goes through the nonks
pockets. He finds sone pills and takes them

64. COVPUTER | NTERI OR

THX is standing at the intersection of three conputer hallways:
puzzled. He turns to see a chrone policeman cone around the
corner at the other end of the hallway.

MED ANGLE

THX runs down a corridor away fromthe policeman. Exhausted
and trapped, he discovers an openi ng between two el ectronic
panel s, and squeezes into the cranped hiding place.

FULL SHOT
The robots stop a short distance fromwhere THX i s hiding.
Anot her policeman joins him

POLI CEMAN
W need assi st ance. El ectroscan
i npossi ble. Mist rely on visua
sighting. Request three
addi tional officers.

ELC
Assi stance priority request filed.
Conti nue with operation

The policeman nmove off down the hallway. Wen their footsteps fade,
THX pokes his head out of his cubbyhol e.

MED ANGLE

THX runs through the electronic hallways. He stops at an exit; a
hole high in the ceiling with a ladder in it. Suddenly he hears
someone comng. He junps for the | adder and m sses, |anding on

a heap on the fl oor

CLCSE ANGLE
He is about to nake anot her |eap when someone grabs himfromthe
rear. THX faints and coll apses on the fl oor

65. CONTROL CENTER

Photos and file histories of THX and SEN are projected on the |arge
screen. ELC is speaking into a dictaphone, and his request is
i nstant aneously typed into the conputer and onto the screen

ELC
....and both felons were | ocated
in reproduction center 34.
Appr ehensi on pending. Priority
shift for 3 additional officers



del ayed. Subjects will be
returned to.....

He breaks off his dictating as a report cones through on his
headset .

VA CE
Priority shift granted. Oficers
5254, 9696 and 1970 di spatched to
Con G

ELC
It's about time (into intercom
Three additional officers enroute
to assist in operation. Advise
at time of apprehension.

66. TRAM STATI ON

SENis riding in an alnost enpty tram There is only one other
passenger - a man asl eep about four rows behind him The tram
cones to a stop and an announcenent i s made over the PA system

ANNOUNCER
Term nati on of exurban |ink-DD NECK 08.
This tramwill return to central web
in five mnutes.

There is a soft hiss and then silence. The man in back of SEN
wakes up, |ooks around, then falls asleep again. SEN gets up
and cautiously |l eaves the tram

FULL SHOT

Qutside, the tramstation is deserted and only partially conpleted.
There are corridors leading fromthe station, but these too, are
unfinished. The stationis lit only by dimwork lights. The
sound of running water is heard.

CLCSE SHOT

SEN very timdly begins to explore one of the corridors. The walls
are solid, uneven rock, covered with plastic sheeting. Mny tubes
and wires are lying on the floor, leading off into the distance.
Cccasionally there is a strange-looking tool dropped against the wall

MED SHOT

SEN comes to a section of rock that is steaming. There is a
strong draft bl owi ng past himtoward the tramstation. As he
rounds a corner a strange vol canic sound conmes fromthe depths
of the unfinished corridor. Suddenly a large rat scanpers
past himand into the unconpl eted shaft.

CLCSE SHOT

SENis terrified and at the same tine intrigued by what he is
seeing. He stops and listens. He hears the sound of the trans
pressure val ves cl osi ng up.

FULL SHOT
He | ooks back, he cannot see the tramand he is instantly



67.

68.

overcome with fear. He runs nadly around the corner and down

the corridor.

The tramis till there. He reaches the tram

just as the door begins to close.

CONTROL CENTER

One of the observers reports to ELC. On his TV nonitor two
chrome policeman fuss over the body of the slain nonk.

OBSERVER
I have an unusual report - a
non-acci dental death. Are
there any felons reported in
section 692 CON F?

ELC
No, the closest thing | have
isin CONG they couldn't
have done it. Relay to
anal ysi s.

He thinks to hinself for a m nute.

ELC
(to the observer)...Let ne recheck
....(he typed into conputer)..
Backl og on case 6178821150.

The conputer readout activates

ELC
I have an unexpl ai ned di screpancy.
A description of one of the felons
trapped in reproduction center 35
doesn't match his Harris profile.
Transfer any unauthorized contact
for a radius of 30 sections. Relay.

The conputer readout activates

NARROW PASSAGEVWAY

THX |i es unconsci ous on the floor of a hallway,
and tubes. SRT is |ooking down through the | adder hol e wat chi ng

a policeman pass under him
THX begins to regai n consci ousness.

SRT
I"'msorry...l didn't nean to
frighten you.

THX | ooks around and realizes he has been noved out of the

conput er.

THX
How did you get me up here?..

filled with pipes



It is very hot and sweat forns on THX' s forehead. There is a
| arge runbl e and the entire passageway vi brates.

SRT
What was that....

THX
Mist be an expressway. ...
You don't have to stay
here, you know. ...

SRT

What have you done, Cut your hand?
THX

I"mall right

THX rises and they begin to wal k al ong the passageway. At the
end of the hall is a small metal door, a sign read "Level
842CON G Division of Plastic, Vendable nanufacturing stations”
the door is jammed and it is difficult to open. Finally the

| atch snaps and the door sw ngs open.

69. SCHOOL PLAZA

SEN is sitting with his head in his hands. Along one wall is a
school with windows facing the plaza. Children are playing
various ganmes in the center of the plaza. One group fornms a
human | abyrinth and tow children play tag init. Two children
are standing apart fromthe others, one is adjusting a strange
device of the other's arm After a few nonents one child

appr oached SEN.

CH LD
My inducer fell off.

SEN
(Looks up)
What . .. ?

The child holds out his armto SEN. A snall blue plastic
pouch has detached fromthe underside of his arm He points at
the other child standing in the background.

CH LD
3114 knocked it off.
SEN
( Conf used)
Ch?. ...
CH LD

He didn't nean to.

SEN t akes the pouch. Printed on it are the words "Advanced
primary economcs 5867H" It is filled with a creany fluid
which is dripping slowy out of the plastic tube.



CH LD
Look out!

He grabs the pouch from SEN and pi nches the tube shut.

CH LD

(Angry) _
What's the matter with you?

The other child has cone over and is watching.

SEN
I"msorry...let me see it again.

The child reluctantly gives himthe pouch and SEN is careful to
keep it upright. Sticking out of the child's armis a smal

pl astic receptor tube. SEN fits the pouch's tube into it. The
child | ooks at SEN.

CH LD
What are you doi ng here? Were's
your badge?

SEN
(Busy with the pouch)
I'"'man escaped felon.

The two children | ook at each other w de-eyed. The second backs
off alittle.

FI RST CH LD
You are not! Wy aren't you
arrested?

SEN | ooks up and smles and notions the other child closer
agai n.

SEN
I"'mwaiting to be picked up
Here, hold this..

He hands the second child the first's pouch and tears a strip
of cloth fromhis shirt. He ties it around the arm hol di ng
the pouch secure.

SEN
Ther e!

The two children are fascinated, know ng whether to
bel i eve SEN or not.

SECOND CHI LD
What' s your name?

SEN
SEN 5241

SECOND CHI LD

I'm 3114 and he's 1112



SEN
Hello....(looking at the pouch)
How is that? Any good...

FI RST CH LD
(Shrugs) OK

SEN
Wien | was in school it was al
different. W had to lie in bed
all the tine. ADVANCED PRI MARY
ECONOM CS was a bottl e about

this big.... (he indicates a
football sized object) It took
a week.

CH LDREN
Vow!

70. PLASTI C FACTORY

THX and SRT pass by | arge stacks of the three di nmensi onal hexagons
that are sold in the commercial plazas. Eventually, they enter a
cold, blue-lit roomfilled with dead bodies |ying on netal sl abs.
The eyes and torsos of many of the bodies are covered with a

blue plastic film

MED ANGLE

THX sits quietly on one of the enpty slabs. SRT wanders through
the dead bodi es, occasionally lifting the covers and | ooking
underneath. THX takes a cube of food out of his shirt. He
considers the possibility of not offering any to SRT.

THX
Wul d you Iike part of this?
....1t"s not much.

SRT
(referring to the bodies)
Al'l the insides are gone!

THX Begins to eat.
SRT
D d you know all the insides are
gone from these peopl e?

THX continues to eat, not responding to SRT

CLCSE ANGLE
On one of the slabs is a body with a particulary |arge head
SRT
Thi s one nust have been a

geni us!

SRT i nspects the head.



SRT
...Yes, definitely smarter then
the rest.

He noves al ong to anot her body which we recogni ze as DW. He
has no cloth over his eyes.

SRT
Thi s one has eyes. (sardonic) Wy
did they | eave your eyes? Could

you ever. ..
THX
(recogni zi ng DAY)
No!. ..
THX goes over to DW.
THX
( Saddened)
I knew him
SRT
Soon he'll be a plastic cube.
THX
(angry)

Shut up.

SRT goes over and lies down on one of the slabs. THX renains
with DW' s body, pondering his fate

Your a fool..... If you continue
after LUH, you'll end up here.
Forget her. You can't go back

THX wearly clinbs onto a slab, just as a door opens and a figure
enters. Both THX and SRT freeze in terror

MED ANGLE

The figure begins to staple plastic tags on the ears of the
bodi es, checking a list as he goes. As he works, two nore
figures enter with a cart and lift the tagged bodies into it.

71. CONTROL CENTER
A TV nonitor focuses on SEN sitting in the school plaza.

ELC
W' ve | ost contact with 1138.
An unidentified felon is traveling
wth him WII transfer further
i nf ormati on when avail abl e.

OBSERVER



Vi sual contact with 5241SEN.
.... Habot 25 CON-H, PS947.

ELC switches to another intercom

ELC
Request PB3848: officer 1088
proceed with recovery of felon
5241SEN. Current position
Habot 25, CON-H, PS947.

OBSERVER
Negative sweep of CON-J, section
H.
ELC
Try closer to the reproduction
center.
72. SCHOOL PLAZA
SENis still sitting with the two children. He listens to them
attentively.
2ND CH LD
(correcting)
No. ..inpresses on each of us.
1ST CH LD
That's not how it goes.
2ND CH LD
Yes it is....
SEN
Go on.
1ST CH LD

..... There are no other rational
alternatives in this way. W
elimnate the econom ¢ function
generated by the contrast of
separate but conpati bl e energies.

2ND CHI LD
El enents! Conpatibl e el enents.

1ST CH LD
Ener gi es.

As the children argue, SEN notices a policeman approaching them
He stands up, and the children stop arguing and | ook on in
wonder ment .

CLCSE ANGLE
The policeman tapes SEN s hands behind his back. SEN | ooks at
the first child....



SEN
You' re right.

1ST CH LD
(to second child)
See!

2ND CH LD
He doesn't know.

The policeman tapes SEN s nmouth and eyes and | eads himoff. The
children continue to argue about the word.

73. PLASTI C FACTORY

CLCSE ANGLE
The figure with the staple gun approaches the slab on which SRT

is lying.

A death tag is stapled to his ear. He doesn't even flinch
The figure continues along the row of bodies, nearing THX

FULL ANGLE
The figure staples a tag on THX s ear. His body jerks with
pain, the figure junps back with a yelp.

FI GURE W TH CART
What's wrong?

THX and SRT junmp up and run to a side door making a quick exit...
The figures stand in shock..

MED ANGLE
THX and SRT run furiously down a long hallway; there are two doors
at the end, one of which is | ocked.

CLCSE ANGLE

Four or five men enter fromthe end of the hallway, THX tries the
second door, which opens and they rush inside, closing and | ocking
the door behind them

74. OBSERVATI ON CELL
They are in a small cranped observation cell.

THX
W' re trapped.

SRT takes a tool fromone of the control panels and snashes a
TV nmoni toring eye whi ch has been observing t hem

CLCSE ANGLE
THX is funbling desperately at the controls of the master
board.



A series of images flash rapidly across the TV screen: trans
intransit, people eating, factories, hallways.

FULL SHOT
SRT is feeling along the walls for a renmpvabl e panel

SRT
That's a waste of tine.

THX conti nues pushing buttons, and a nedi cal operation appears on
the screen.

THX
(To hinsel f)
That's not it.

SRT
(Unconcer ned)
No?

THX adj usts some dials and nore inmages appear on screen

He locks in a wide angle view of a maternity ward and starts
swi tching cl ose shots to cl ose shot, searching.

SRT
Cone here and hel p ne, we have

SRT is unscrewi ng one of the small panels. He manages to get it
off and | ooks inside, (a mass of wires and circuit boards.)

obvi ously not an escape route. Staring back fromthe circuiting
is apair of small red eyes. A hiss and scuffling sound is heard
as the eyes disappear. SRT turns to THX, but THX is conpletely
absorbed in the nonitors.

SRT gets up and continues to prow about the small room
exam ni ng things, pushing an occasional button
unscrewi ng various controls.

SRT
The only way out seens to be the
way we cane in.

SRT pushes anot her button and the voice of OW is heard

ow
This is OW Everything is fine.
You are in ny hands. | wll
protect you. Co-operate with
Mercicontrol. They only want to
hel p you. Everything is going to
be all right.

SRT manages half a smle and shakes his head. THX finishes
hi s exam nation and slunps back in his chair, dazed.



THX
She's not there

SRT
No...... (Long pause)
She's dead THX. .......
THX
(shouti ng)

You don't know that!

SRT
Al right...

SRT goes over to panel and | ooks at the controls.

SRT
Get up for a second....

THX gets up, not knowing what SRT is up to. SRT pushes sone
buttons and dials in an inmage.

SRT
There. ..
The immage on the screen is a bottled human enbryo about three
months old. It is alive moving slightly. THX is speechl ess.
SRT

Renenber this...?

THX
Where's LUH?

SRT
Look nore cl osely.

On the bottle we can see printed: 8888 Sexact. Maternal:
LUH 3417. Paternal: (surm sed) THX 1138.

SRT
That's all that's left of
her besi des sonething like
what's in the next room

There's a | ong pause. The enbryo turns its head..

THX
(Qui et but intense)
No...no you're w ong.

SRT
I"'monly trying to hel p you.

THX junmps up, pushing SRT across the roomand into a panel of
monitors. There are tears in THX s eyes....

THX
(shout s)
You' re w ong.



THX slunps into his chair. SRT get sup and goes over to him

The enmbryo is still on the nonitor
SRT
I"msorry.
THX

What do you want ?

SRT
Save yourself....

SRT retracts the nonitor to a full w de angle view of the
reproduction center. THX s son is |ost anong thousands of enbryo
bottl es.

SRT
...life seens very natural, once
you have been born, but, for the
unborn it is a frightening
mystery. It is not easy to choose
life if you have never |ived.

75. CONTROL CENTER
ELC receives a report over the intercom..

VA CE
Cbservation booth 649, D vision
of plastic, CONH

He flips to another channel

ELC
Request 2 PB848's: Oficers
4242 and.. ..

He checks his conputer readout.....

...2284. Proceed with recovery
of felon 1138 Prefix THX and

uni dentified conpanion. Current
position: Vendabl e manufacturing
Center 92. (bservation booth 694.
Precinct 331. CON H Report
when felons are in custody.....

OBSERVER
No vi sual contact in OB 649
ELC
That's allright. They're not going

anywher e.

He speaks into his dictating machine..



...research into advanced rel ay
systens nmust be given nore attention
if any.......

76. OBSERVATI ON CELL

Vari ous human dramas play thensel ves out over the TV nmonitors.
On one of the screens, and operation is in process.

VA CE
Heart 6G |ungs 350R, |iver
defective, kidney-right-641A. ..

On another nonitor we see a small crowd of people standing in the
nor gue.

SRT
Just | ook at all those people.

THX
I thought of sonething.....

They are interrupted by an intercomvoice.

POLI CEMAN VO CE
Gent | enren, you have not hi ng
to fear, everything will be
all right....

FULL ANGLE

W see two policenen outside the observation cell talking into
a small intercomon the door. A group of about five or six
peopl e are gathering at the end of the hallway to observe the
scene.

POLI CEMAN
Stay calm the door seens to be
janmed or | ocked; please check the
| ock on your side. W are not
going to hurt you. Everything
will be all right.

The policenen try the door again, but it does not open. One
pol i ceman takes a pen-sized tool and begins to burn a hole
around the | atch

POLI CEMAN
Stay calm.......
CLCSE ANGLE
THX madly typing into the conputer, he speaks into an
intercom. ..
THX
repeat..fire in observation
649 ..... all systens...

He turns to SRT; they smile at each other.



THX
Get ready..

SRT goes over to the door and grabs the |lock. Over the intercom
a recorded voice is heard.

VA CE
Di scontinue all operations....

The robots stops and | ook at one anot her puzzl ed.

VA CE
Repeat . . di sconti nue all operations.
Correct procedure is essential..
Stay clam.evacuate this conpl ex. .

The onl ookers begin to panic. SRT yanks the door open and one
of the policenmen tunbles into the booth SRT and THX run head-1| ong

into the other policeman, pinning himagainst the wall; he
falls to the floor, dazed fromthe jolt.

77. CONTROL CENTER
A row of lights on ELC s panel light up

ELC
Report !

POLI CEMAN S VA CE
Fel ons now fl eei ng secti on.

ELC
Hold....(to an observer) m ndl ock
Preci nct 331 CON H general area..

78. PLASTI C FACTORY

As THX and SRT run toward the onl ookers, the crowd starts to

di sperse, panicked.

The hi gh whi nning score is heard and suddenly everyone freezes in
nmotion, THX and SRT continue running, slowing slightly, but they
are not affected by the m ndl ock.

FULL SHOT
One of the policenen is helping the other to his feet and
reporting to ELC ...

POLI CEMAN
M ndl ock stabilized, felons
unaf fected. Pursuit instructions.
We have been inforned to di sconti nue
operations, is this correct..confirm.



79. CONTRCL ROOM
A man places nore reports on ELC s desk

ELC
(to policeman)
Conti nue pursuit, disregard
previous instructions, proceed.

ELC flips to another channel.

ELC
M ndl ock i nmpossi ble. Subjects
suffering...total chem ca
i ntbal ance. M ndl ock conpletely
di srupted. Request destruction
cl earance. Stand by.

The conputer readout activates

ELC
(to policeman)
Proceed to dispersal center 21
Projected route of flight wll
be transferred.

80. MCDUAL DI SPERSAL CENTER

THX and SRT nmeke their way into a | arge, cavernous room It is
a transport center at peak hour, and many people are pouring
into the area

CLCSE ANGLE

THX and SRT thread through the crowded di spersing center as
the policenmen struggle to locate them The felons are swept
toward the tramsystem SRT signals to THX

SRT
Thi s way!

They fight their way through the crowd, away fromthe tram and
toward the individual autojets. TV nonitors scan the center

CLCSE ANGLE

THX and SRT becone separated in the pushing crowd. |[Individually,
they reach a row of the nassive jet-powered vehicles. A
pol i ceman begins to nove toward the autojet area.

FULL ANGLE

THX gets into an Autojet. SRT is at the other end of the parking
area and a policenman is between himand THX.  SRT clinbs into

an autojet, careful not to be noticed by the policenman

VED ANGLE

THX starts his car with an ear- deafing roar. He turns the car
out of its parking space and begins to coast out of the center
past SRT's car.



CLCSE ANGLE

SRT is having difficulty starting his car. On the dashboard,
aredlight flashes: ENGAGED. He is slightly comc as he
tries to deal with the incredible array of sw tches and
but t ons.

FULL ANGLE

The policeman is approaching as SRT continues his struggle to
start the car. Suddenly, the powerful jets star and the

car uncontrollably lurches forward at great speed, crashing
head-on into a wall. The car begins to snoke.

CLCSE ANGLE
THX has been watching in his rear view mrror. He put on
his breaks and turns to | ook back.

FULL ANGLE
SRT cannot be seen in the snmoking car. The car lights go on
and then off. The car explodes into a ball of flanes.

CLCSE ANGLE
THX buries his head in his hands.

81. EXPRESS TUNNEL

THX s autojet roars through an express tunnel. Two policenen
on sleek, exotic jethikes round a corner with beautifu
precision. Calmy, relentlessly, they pursue THX

MED ANGLE

Over his headset, THX listens for police reports. The

nmessages on the channel are routine. THX nust constantly

fight to maintain control of his car. He can see the two policenen
follow ng on his radar scope.

CLCSE ANGLE
THX hears a strange noise comng fromhis car. He tries to
find the source of the sound, and nonentarily | oses contro
of the car.

FULL ANGLE
The car swerves and scrapes the wall of the tunnel

CLCSE ANGLE

THX sees the policenen gaining on his radar scope and pushes
his car even faster, nmaking it even nore difficult to control
The policenen nmonentarily drop back. The loud noise in his
car begins to get worse, and he checks his gauges. The
policenmen slowy begin to gain on THX

FULL ANGLE

The car bobbles as THX has nore and nore difficulty keeping
it under control. A part flies off, causing one of the jet-
bi kes to swerve. The policeman | ose control of his bike,
tunbl es across the roadway and bounces off the wall, parts
flying in all directions.



82.

CLCSE ANGLE

As THX s speed increases, the engine heats up, noving the

i ndicator into the danger zone. THX | ooks for a switch to
cool the engine. He is now experiencing serious mechanica
trouble. One of the engines is making a very |oud screeching
sound. Finally THX flips the right switch, and the
tenperature needl e noves out of the danger zone.

The struggle for THX to maintain control of the machi ne al nost
becones nore terrifying and i nportant then the pursuing
pol i ceman.

FULL ANGLE

Tension builds as the jet car and the jet bikes race at incredible
speeds through the naze of tunnels. As the car passes |eve
markers, we realize THX is rising up through the city. Finally

he reaches | evel 10.

CLCSE ANGLE

THX pi cks up a new object on his radar scope conmng fromthe
opposite direction, heading directly toward him Suddenly a
control voice breaks in over radio head set.

VA CE
Stop your vehicle. Oficers are
appr oaching fromboth directions.
Stop your vehicle. You have
nothing to fear.

ow
Everything will be all right, you
are in ny hands. You have nowhere

to go. | amhere to protect you
You have nowhere to go. You have
nowhere. ..

THX conti nues ahead, as the dots on the radar scope begin to
cl ose.

FULL ANGLE
THX rounds a corner and sees a faint |light ahead of him Hs
autoj et continues to blast along the tunnel roadway.

CLCSE ANGLE
THX begins to panic as he watches the dots ahead of him and
behi nd hi mcl ose on the scope.

CONTRCOL CENTER
ELC wat ches his radar scope as the dots converge.

ELC
I don't understand. He's not
st oppi ng.
(i nto another intercon
I s scope 621 giving an accurate
readi ng?....fine. Just checking
Oficer 3333, Abort....Abort....Abort..



83. EXPRESS TUNNEL

The policeman gets his new orders too late and THX s autoj et
collides with the on com ng bike. The jet bike is thrown over
the top of the car. THX loses control of his car and skids to a
stop against one of the walls of the tunnel

CLCSE ANGLE
THX i s shaken, but no hurt.

FULL ANGLE
The jet bike which was following THX hits the weckage of the
first bike and tunbles end over end through the tunnel

CLCSE ANGLE

THX gets out of the car and runs down the roadway. Lights

appear in the distance. THX presses against the wall as an autojet
rockets past him He begins to run again as a crash is heard in
the di stance.

FULL ANGLE
Two policenen pass the weckage on their jet bikes. THX finds
a door on the side of the tunnel and enters.

84. G TY SUPERSTRUCTURE

THX runs through the concrete superstructure. One of the

pol i cenmen stops at the entrance of the superstructure and the

ot her one continues through the express tunnel. The policenman enters
the superstructure and begins to search for THX

CLCSE ANGLE

THX i s becom ng weary as the policeman nethodically searches for
hi m using a thernovi ewer heat detector. THX stops to rest for
a nonent. He is cold, shaking. He hears sonething.

FULL ANGLE

Qut of no where, sonething junps on THX s back and knocks hi m

to the pavenent. It is a long-haired dwarf freak, simlar to the
one in the prison chanber.

MED ANGLE

They fight violently and THX eventual |y gets the freak by the
neck and begins beating his head on the concrete until it is dead.
THX i s exhausted, and lies on the pavenent trying to catch his

br eat h.

CLCSE ANGLE

THX is lying next to the carcass of the freak. He hears a sound
and | ooks up to see nore freaks approaching, staring at hi mthrough
the darkness with firey eyes. THX scranbles to his feet and runs
as fast as he can. The freaks attack the carcass he has kill ed.

FULL ANGLE
The policeman is joined by another and they methodically search



through the superstructure. THX runs until he reaches a neta
| adder which works its way up into the city shell. He begins
to clinb, each footstep echoing as his foot hits the metal rungs.

CLCSE ANGLE

The policenen hear THX and inmediately get a fix on him They

head for the |ladder. THX reaches the top of the |adder and is

stopped by a large netal hatchway. He struggles to get it open

FULL ANGLE
The policenen begin to clinb the |adder, their feet resounding
t hr oughout the superstructure.

85. CONTROL CENTER
ELC reads a conputer readout.

ELC
Oficers 9641 and 2242 di sconti nue
operation. Report to Therna
station 62. Present operation
conputed to be econom cal ly unfeasibl e.
It is predicted that 1138 THX will self-
destroy. Repeat: Abandon present
operation. Dispatch to Level 56 CONR
thermal station 62, investigate toxic
chem cal | eak.

One of the nobnitors shows an industrial accident.
ELC becones invol ved i n anot her case.

86. G TY SHELL

The policenen are stopped at the head of the |ladder. They | ook
at THX, who has opened the hatch, and they acknow edge the nessage.
He wat ches them di sappear, their footsteps echoing in the distance.

CLCSE ANGLE

THX goes through the open hatch and continues on until he reaches

a small chanber with a circular door, slightly ajar. An unnaturally
bright light floods through the crack in the door.

MED ANGLE

THX is obviously afraid of what |ies beyond the door. There is
a nonent when it looks as if he may turn back. Eventually, he
makes a deci sion and throws the hatch open

FULL ANGLE

He stands bew | dered, virtually buried in sunlight.

THX clinbs out of the hatchway and stands shielding his
eyes fromthe sun.

END CREDI TS

FADE QUT



