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JOUE NANTEL i1s worlting at the deslc in his stody.

L

; ts Linsd with Books, o2 cluttered, oboozsive oo with o low

e
cailing and +thic litter of a cedicated ming, Tho =sun slhTeamd
briphtly througli the narrov windows, disturking the dusty 4

. —
et F i )}"-.'.l'u:.,_.—_l;.a.n_u,“.__ i

tomas and illuminating tlie darkzssv corners of the 1room,

f
The CAMEDRA TRACKS IXN on JOHIN wlhie iz pesring at a colour [
traasparency of & stained glass window, Idis desak is covewrad
K with pleces of stained glass and he mowves the nleces lilie
bits of a Jjipgsaw puzsle, checkiling them egainst the ransparcon
He is wholly avsorbzd in his work when quite sudadenl) and 1o
no apparent reagon e =tiffons and laocits un, l
He stauds slowliy, leoclking ahout,; as if trouvbled Yy sonc f
fialf=recalied mepory of unpleasant things. |
He walks to the door, '
. \
2. WT. PASSAGE OF COTPAGT, 0AY,
JOUN wellks down the stone-~Tlagged passageway, his pace |
LICTHOLIIT. - :
]
3 3. Irc, LWIPCHDH OF COTTAGE, DAY. ?
i

LATRS TAXNTER is prepearing a meal, washing vepgetpihlss, She
locks up, smiling, as JOIN enters aud crosses the roam

makking for the back door.

LAURA

What's the matter, darling?

JOHN

oKt imlamictyy ,  FIEENT TR
Hn#htuul

The scveen dooxy slams behind hiw,’

B it o
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BXTLARION, FATNWAT BTHYIT COTTAETE, A,

bl
-

JOIN 1s running now asd Duuning hozd. Tha path leada

dowunhill through o green Jforvzct of terags. Thoe sunlight

dapples the dry earth. JUHE's footizteps and his breathiag

are the only sounds until a swilden prust of wino wmalies . the

treesg stir and sigh, aud over thoi sousnd comes the ery of

a boy, "'."hq I:'qn’.:unt V';ll.u 0\ wl-'\'lq "H-.G u;dd .

Tt R S

The sharvp fear in the cehild's voler is clegor. JOHN ruus

even faster, pgaaping for hreath, atuchiing over a ruod,

righting himself and TUNNLAS 0T,

JOUKHE®, his som, appears funiing up tha path ftovards hin,
Ll

3 " ! E
JOHRNIE e sobbing, He s Sayond wordt et ‘-nf{? woaed, Witk

=L
fr— = :

b 0t By Ll v

I:u?:u u‘ .

JOHN daoesn't even hesitate by the bor but runs on, straining

againzst the limits of hiz body,

EXT, LANE SHORE V'Y COLTAGE, DAY,

JOI reunds a bend in the path and dashss down to the velbnly

shore of the lake,. e stumbles onto the little uLrolen woodon

jetiy, the certaianty of tiragedy ecaught 1o his eyes.

JOIIN'e P.O.V. The CAMBRA ZGOMS slowiy Lo a figure in the

whter about thirty vards from the jetty. It is the body of

a ehild. She is meltionless in the water, Toace coun,

rod waterwings, now doflated, make a red stain agaiust ke

Briget

dark water of the lake, They move faintly with the Dipples

to give theo impression of the wings of a bird or of an angel.

HIGH ANGLE, JOHN has plunged inte tie water and awins

towards the tiny broltan figure. Nut thae distance sccems
enormous, the elfort dis vtiexly INuuile, Tho two Tigurns

ara tlrg cnly freatures onr the darlr Lereclkpround of wator,

Tihve

t
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CUHILD a tipy bundle of white slkin and rad plastie watcrn.ng¢.
Tha father shrouded in the vhite foam of waler os he Tloils
towards hiz degd doauslitsr,

SLOUY DISS0LVE TO;
PLrLES SEOTINCE,
A8 TITLES IZHD

DISSCLYE TO:

DXT, TORCZLLO, VWENTCE, TIAY,

LAURA i at an ocutside table in a cheasrful Venetian
regtaurant, She 15 with JOM, her husband and {riend,
Tho scars of tragody are, still wigille in the taubtness of
hor smile, iut at lesst tha effort is genuine, The
muffled wvaguengss that is a corsaquence ol emoltional shocl
5till clourds LaURA’s demeanour, 3But st least her huat

has manaﬁed to pencetrate thoe vall.

JOHNY is good leoking and slishily older thony LAaURA,  Ilis

E

eves smile g great deel and tliey axe laughineg ness,

JOHHN
Don't look now. Tuat welra

boing ORISR wﬁ‘JT'c"ne..é. .
LAURA locks about to right and refd,

JOHM
Ho, Dehind yeou,., A couple of
old women., X think they're

trying to hypnotizo ma.

LAUTZA drops her napkin and undexr the prretext of piclkdng it wp

she looks,

EEZR P.0.¥., Two fweedy BISTERS sit at a far faslo. Thovw
lool prepostercously masculine in their neatlily bulttened aniry
and tie sets, severe tweed Jjaclkets and short haircuts. The
SHORTED of the twe is staring directly at thom wiith pale blus
BYLS, The TALLTK one luoks away, says somephing and the

short oo averts o ayvas.
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SET . PORCETLG, RNV, DAY, conto.

LAURA szuppvassays a giggle as she turns back Lo JOIN,

LATUDRA
Thevtre noet old womon at all,

heylsa mal rrobhers i 1x .
Tihieya ia Lrother n Jdre

LAURA laughs and JOHN joins her, his hand snealing out

to touch her axmn,

JCHN
They'ire criminals doing lurobe.
Thoey chﬁnge clothes and sex &t
each stop to throw Interpol offl
the track, Today Venice and they'm%:;:
ladies,., Tomorrow I'loremnpo and thayﬂﬂ?f
* man again., | -

LAURA is lauvghing openly now, JOHK alffecis concern.

CJOITH
Shouldutt you at least pretend
to choke?

Then he nlays the stand-up conic.

JOIIH
I've heard about sex changes,
but put 1t thils way...and then
put it that wav...and then put

it this wayY afaillee. .

JONN walches hér happily, kindly. ke waits fer lier
laughtesr to subside.
T JOIN
It's good to hear you laugh again,
LATIMA ¢losaes dovia,.

You sece? Tou recaliy foxgrol for

o wminute there, And noyw yeu want
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T, TCRCELLOD . MPLRTES, DAY, oooua,

JOIIN (contﬁ)
to feel puilty &+ having

forpotten.

LATTRA
~ Change the subject John.
JOHN waves helplossly.
JOI

Let yoursaelf go, Laura,

LAURA forces a change in thie subject, bLuf the mood han

bean broken altogether.
LATRUA

You Iknmotwr what I think ithey aref
Retired schwoolmistreusss {rom
Augtralia. They inherited a hgaugy
Sy little sum from sister Lil -
thet ran a hotel 1n Adelezide.
Thay're doiny Surene in thrze
menkths including e day trip Lo old
dad's grave 1n Zradford; then baclk

to =EE™ Creek in gocd ald Australia
Kaugav oo

JOHN is dmpreassed by his wifets feat,

JOIN
ALl éand. Tut it still deesn't

enswer tle questiocn,
LAURA looks up sharply a2t him.

JOITT
ATe they yoman? Or do they hizve
27% Fewer cavities®
LATRIA reloxes.
LATRA

Ko may he aLeut teo find owuil.
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ST TGATHLI0, NOMENS, BAY. gonvd.

N
[y

I ¥, C,¥. The two SFSTEIRS have sitnod up and a HATTIR is
1
pointing oul the foileis to thwam, Thae STISTIRS startk

wending tlizir woy haftween Lhe tabilaes,

LAURA
Woateh closels, If they
putomaztically make for the
men's room and then remamber
thay're in disgulse — we'll
]cnnw;
THEIR P.0.V, The SBSISTIRS move suddenly fowarda their table,

apnraaching slowly witih measurad trend. Therw come nearnmo

to the canmera never biinlking, never altering pace, They boih

rausas as they pass JOIN and LATRAt's table,

LAURA shiftz her echalr to permit thow passage. One oi' {ie

SYZTERS, the tall one, pivas a gracious little swile of thaniis

but the other starss dowuy with huge, hypnofic blue syes Cthet
neyver Liind, Then they wove on.
LAURA dleans Torward, Suppregsing 1 grin.

LAURA

It can't e real,

JOHN
What can’t?
TAULA, .
Tha hair, T¢ must be wigs,
JOREN

I didu't reazlly notice, I

wag looling at thowe eyes, Did you...
Lata

0lx: Jolin vou're lripminias w3 a ‘i‘aﬁ'k.ﬂ

dotective, They bLoth hod

moustaches and wigs, And oll

you sow were tlie ayeS.a.

She gives n prunt ol satisTaciion,

f

!
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X6, TORCELLO. VTos, Day. canid,

LAURA
Ahat
LAURA stands up.
' _ JOHN
What nire you doeing?
LAURA
I'm roing to invaostizate

Turther ny deaxr Watson,
She turns to him consplraterially,

'bdﬁvrufwaig%¢

I sowiung pormiw, thatfs all.

Then she iz gonoa. JOIIN leans bacl:, taking cul a cigaretie
angd wateches her felloywy the SISTIRS inte the ladies room,.

Ha - -speak%s <o himnsell witl a certain fapvour,

JOHN

Oh ves youw must,

IWT., DROTCTTS SURCEERY. DAY,

Whiteness of the clinical room, Through the wilndowr LATURA,
dark and tunehed, waiting in ihe cer, GShe stares ahead,
transfixed and eopby, her face pale and drained, JOHW turns
awey from the window teo the DOCTOR wi:ie is sitting at his
desk, hls hecad bowed over somdo papers,

With lids head gtill howed the DOCTOR takes off hiis glascses,
puts them in his top pocket, rubs his eyes and loeks up. MNis

ayas ara pale Llue and rhownye

DOCTOR
Give ler time, pive her time.
Soon slhie'll turn to you or yvour
S0t Jolmmurds is AL T
JOIIM twme slowly o Look back at LAUZA.  She hwasn'd moved.

$4311 hvached, withdirowa.
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Y IRE, DOGACRNS CUNGENY,  NAY. conid.
e
' f% BOOTGR,
I _ You'll neove other chiidyen., Shae'll
?ﬁ ' flng the streagth from seowmouwborne,
% - Yiuman nature's stilld the Tinest
Jﬁ i medicine of $ham all, And tima
A . ' ’
'ﬁ the gyeat hoaler.
Ry !
= CUT HACK T3¢
T
Eh G, NI, TOrRCLLLD RIESTALRIAYE , W ICE, AT,
AN AT

4
R

JOMN is swidenly aware of $tha WALTER howvooing.

TS are 1

JOIRN
4 . ' Let's vou and me arroapge a Iittle
A surprise, IDave you ot the winc

1list7?
The WATITER offers it.

9. INT, VOIS VABHACOM, RAY.

The room is rather larze -~ yather pretentious Tor iis
funetion. iirrors above weashbasins run dovn one wall,

f There are four of them.

ekt o r/] s
“

FALALY
£

An old CHONE sitn on a chair guarding her tips and dgoordng
flre small octivity 1n the room,

v at the fayx

LAURA washes Iier hands, watching the THO WOk
btesin, “The tallsr of the dwo ia ~very corefully putting
lipsticlk on {thoe short ono's lips, It is like a child hweing
tended Ly ifEs mother, Lz tho opurptian ends the $£all 3I5TST
sees LAUIA, stunables maomenvarily and murmars something o
her SISTER, The SISTON's proat blue syes swivel towvards
LAURA = who leocks away quickly, LAIMNGL hastily drias hear
hawds on the lit<le towsl Drovided, Sha cheoks her wmalio--ug

.

and 15 about to leave when sie ds sinrtled by the wedes of

E‘J
?

b e b e D, ettt L Bt L i el el e Ei

e taller STATSNR, now sinnd oorieht next to heow,
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I hope vou won's thinle us sode,.,, ..

Lauits
I'm serry, I didn't mean to
StATE,
The SISTEH'E accent is heavily Scottish with the

lugubrious heaviness of the East Coast,

WEN DY
My sister iz Llind, You don't
. mind if she talks to yout
LATUNA movea fractionally backdards as the'shorter SGISPER,
HEATHER, stretches a gnarled hand out and fouvclhes LAURA's
sloave,
LATURA
Ne, IT...0f ¢oursze net,
Hella. |
HEATHER malaes ne response, Mt hier hand Loves shawliy up
LAURABS 21m.  Like o spidey on thie inove. Thore is an
uncanny stillrness about her. LAURA has to force Dherseld
not to react by retircating, When DEZATHER spa2aks, guita
suddanly. her volce is lov end conbtrolled.
HEATIIER
You'xre sad,-yuu‘ra so sad and
thare's no need £o ba.
WENDY
My sister iIs poyechice.
LaUuRA
-I'm sorry’T
WENDY
Sho =208 thingsS:ess

LAURA instictivaely looks at the staring, blue, blind eyes.

When Ged tool: ter sight,...



‘
1
:
4

3

1o,

. ORI YE WATSITRCOM, Y, mendd,

WANDY (cowmid. )

he gave lhexr a enl socound oight,

TZATHER
She wants vou to know., I nave
groun her and aha wants you to
know,..s511e is happy.

LAURA is suddenly trapped, appalled and a little vrighitoencd,

TAMURA
What?

HEATIER
I aaw your livtle givl, 3Sitting
between you and your bushand., Hhe
was laughing. Yes! She is wiil

¥OUu,,.with yoiz, my daar and laughing!
*

HIATHER suddenly secws to stare at a polnt on the wall aboul
three foet from LAURL,

Therge i1s neothing thers but cracks on the tiled wall, Fut
there fs a S50UMND which grows: Tihe sound of a wind and aleve
the sound of the wind, is the SIUND of o CHILL laugiing....
hoappy, contented, inner~directed laughter, It rizes and
swells and echoes emptily away again and in a momeut 1t is
gone,

LAURA has heard nothing. The CRONE has heard nothing.

WENDY Iras heard nothing.

Buf HEATHIR i1s beaming at the phantcm émptiness.

HEATIIER
Shels ﬁaaring a little blue dress.

With a paisley pattern,

LAURA (gasps)
Christine!

HEATICR
Ol but she's loughdngs, laughing.

Hoppyr as can he.
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LHT, wOnMHn fn WASTURIOM, DAY onnmhd,

LAURA's eyes watexr lile twin {foantains, quite suddanly aad
without any crving rTespciicon. Tears just sitroean.
WENDY draws heir STSTER hack a poncs.
WEHDT
Be still Hzather, Let her sit
dowa a while,
WENDY fussecs in hel handbag and produces a handlierchiiof

wlhiich shte oftfoers LAURA,

HEATREN

Is she...i5 Christino....d=ad?
LAURA nods and whispers "yes®, HEATHIR sichs.

HiZ AT T
Y Teda,.sX tThought so,..Dut zho wants
you te lmow, te lmew thait she is
happy. Not to grieve auy longer.
DATEER Loeks back a2l e ampdy gnaee of theo oall, jut

there fa nothing tlara., She nuts out a hand te comfort

LAURA,

HIDATIIIN

LAURA dabs at her eyes, trying to regain control, trying

to understand what's happened.

LAURA

ftho are you? ‘Who are you?
CUT TO:
10, BXT, TOUCELLA AEOSTAONANT., DAY.

JOHM watehnes o Lhe WAllMSR arrivos widlh: an ice-bucket and

&L

half-magaur o1 Asti Spumante, JUHW gestures the ilce=buclet

to be put directly in Tront ol LAURA's place, Then he itakes

+the small wase of rosas and puts thom in the ice=buclkos.,

Itlta a Jittle surprisa girft,
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The YATTIR bows avd retwosnts, JOHN leooks yawvozds tha
lavatory dvor in {adint dxritoticon, If's $#nlidng a Jouag time.

The ice 1i theo fce-buckest plistons,

r nIr e s L TITII :
ITHT, WOHDNTS VaSitnoop, LAY,

Tho CRONE L1s now intarestod in the styanme trdio and
watches without embarrzssment,

LAURA 12 standing with her bhaclk araiziat the {$1ilzd wall,
her eywes hell closed il Lhe pallor of illnesy on hexr Vace.
VENDY 1s administexing smelling saits kindly, MHIATHIR's

hands mova gently avsr LAUDA's Tonca,

HEATHSR
Oh youfre tvery lilke har, e

forehead., v+t CYESL .00

Is that Wetter?
She removoes the amaliing solds, LAURA nods slowly,

HEA D wallis nowoss to the JROWNE azd now preduces @ cain
wlhiich she holds up.
HZAaTHER
Ts this too stuch?
WITDY poers
| WRMDY
That's all right
HIATHER
X can't tell with this forelgn
mongy.,
The two S5T75TERS start to leawe, LAWIA ramains standing
agaiast tho wall
WEWDTY
Well - goodbys Mro... Hrs...?
LATUlA

Hnxiter, Lawry Doxtoer,

I
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TR, WAL R WARITOONE, Y. condd,
 ——— —— —— i r——

looits wi the SISTDAS, her vodlco

I
ar
a2
o

She tuvrns her It _
strangely wemite almest disintermsted, yob seelting
confirmatian,
LAURA
You faally saw har?

HEATHIR stares bhaele 1n a long pruse before replying.

aromyr r-\

She wags REL J?J.‘Sht wal ‘ﬁigw‘e .

the ﬁq'bluﬁLm;q. b-{‘- luw H..d.aum L aLhnt"i‘ dei, Lw;‘_i '*Wtem
BXT, TORCILLO ®asTiIinuorr, 0ay, 1

The ice in the Jlee-~bDucket nhas turned to woater and the roses
float limply on tho surface. Timz has passed end JOHN is
now really agitated, e half rises Trom his ebair, hud

]

sinks book az he seeons the itwe SISTERS come cut of the
washroony; pay tha bill at the desk, and wallt out of the
restaurant, '

The WAITER conres up and hovers questioningly. ‘The DAMERA
FOVES WABT I and TRACIS TN OFTNT BLOVEY mowess i
restavwrant te LAURA whe has just ceme ocui of the vwashroom
door, She paunses by the door, matheriuny stiengil: perhaps.
Tut her face is a masi. Thon she sels out acress $He Iwon.

Ehe sits at the Table without seeing the gift in the 1lce-

bucket,
JOHN
They were wemen afcer all, right?
LAURA
Whatt
JOIN

Your Australian school-uistresses,
They just lefd
JOUN realises thare is ﬁcmathing.quita diffarent abousy his
wifa,
JOHN {contd)
Are vou all »ipgi:t? I Dourht van

a prosoent. Some sahd.,
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T I AT Ll ARELNU IS N B M I )
i Lo 1, l."'zc SLEQ RS ARTLL T, ,.\”_1’{" Lol

Laa starts to stand up.
LATTLL
I have 10 s5tand wite . . -Johilee s

John '

1
The sound of wind howling eud a child's veicoe laughing,
lJaughing, Juilding to a creccewdoe as LATLY siaggers and

starts to Tall, JOHN lunges across the tul:les &p catch

“her as she does so, The SO0UTRR stops abrupiiy,

LAURA i= sprawled unconscicus on the Tleoer of the

restaurant,

gXr, CUTSTDT DESTAURANT AT TLROZLLEO . DAY,

A small clustzr of incurious and curicus TOTURISTS walech
es LAUNA is carried on a stiretelier dmto the waiting
anbulance hoat. The white and red plaszic of the ambulance

boat's cover isc like a stnin on the Lenulty of thae scene,

JOIT iy lhalyoed oove the beoat Yeslisds his wife. In moranhs
the amqalance boat pulls ecuv, a strange hipgh=pitchod vhineg
that is its siren bleats out across the2 water as The baoot

spacsds towards Venice,

INT. AMPULANCE BQAT, DIAY.

LAUTAYas face: is nshen gref; JOHM sits on ors side of har,
touching her Tace with his hand.

On the other side of her sits the ambulance OLNIALY in a
white coat., He hes ona hand on LAURA's pulss, the other

helds his watch. His head is want down in conceatration.

JOHE woatchas, intencly,

Finally the OADERLY slips the watch back in his rocket and
lowers LAaUla's hwend hack to her side, With his hesd still
bowed tho ONDERLY takes off his glosses, puls them in hiis
top weecket, zTubs his eyas and lacks up. His eves aro pale
and rhoumny.

JOMY sterts at the fractionol moment of doja vua.
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ORDEREY
Il peolso non e forte.
JOHN looks up, suddenly fearful,
JOHN
What?
The OQRDERLY touchec his heart,
ORDERLY
I1 polsac,

But JOHN coesn't understand., The ORDERLY shakes his head, ]
not worth the effort. The ever-present wall of non-communicaticn.

e
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INT. HOTFLIPAL SATTING DOOM, NAY.

Benclizs run along the walls, JOCHUN sits witn ene or twe
others waiting, Thwe suddon silonco iz a Sctyrong colltrast
te the rear of the boats engines,
Rapid footsteps frum thae corrider ocutsids. A domenr heads
look up expecituuatly,
The door opens and z RIRSE leolks in.
NUNLST

Signor Bexter?

JNW gpats to his feet, stubbing out his cigareviao.

INT, HOSTITAL JARD, DAY,

Aa the NUREZ holds the cdoeor open lfoxr him to go In, JOUNW
stares akout the ward in surnprise,

ApreY TALTYTRLY Lt
[ NS PRI e

AT T beds Lo can sl o ooouyiad by
loughier aad chatier and noise of their gunes diss away

as JOIN walks down the ceatre of the ward towards thie only
Led with screons round it.

By tho time they reach 3it, thoe ward is in silence,

Tne CHILD in tlhe next hed stares at, JOIW with hwge
unblinking eves.

The HUIRSE gives a smile of enceuvragensnt and pulls ane ef
the sereans to cono side so that JOUW can onter.

LAURA 13 lying on her hacel, but 1s awvalle., She smiles when

JOIW cowes 1in,

Lalgia

Theyre's rnothing et children out thero,
JOIHN

T Linosre, i s hos;;lita.l wras the

noarast, . ..
LATIA

Ttyra Lezen listenine o whien.
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L, HOSTITAL 7VadD, DAY, CIeD,

C-JEHIE taltes LAULLY's hand goaily, They arez very plad o see
each oither. They do not speaak, Hospiial neises clattor

in the baclizrovnd, e

Finally JOIN spoaks soltly,.
JOIN
How are you feollng, EREEREAY
LAURA seems to be considering her apswver carsifuliy, as i7°
she had to estimate her condlivion wefore renorting i1t.
LAUTIA
Wondoarful, Just fiac,

I fael just wonderful,
JOUXN patently disbelicves her,
JOTIN
I talked with £ha doetor.

o ki fm s

He said veu Just.,..collapsed,

LAURA
- , Johri, ¢4
She takes his hand, helding his nttention,

LATRA
Christine.,...ls still with wus,
C.U. JOHN holds himself in c¢heclc. Ha was prepared for har
mind to he confused.
JOHN

Ho, darling, Christinge is depd

LAURA [shales her head)
T know, I lnow thas:, I mesn...

those twe old sistors, the

roason thev Lept staring at us
is they counld snp Christine,

i Al s owos lowvshing.
i
i
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JOMT ds silent becausz he deocsntt linos
LAUTIA
The hlind one = she's tho
one wio saw — avan descrilaed
Christinéd's 2iivtle Gluc dreoss,
Thae paisley pattzrn....

1)
JOHIY ecleses his eyes to shut il all out, Lﬂ‘é“ﬁ vtﬂg‘;’_g_s

ﬁ“ﬁ- -T-lh h;h.

T

ettt pelicve me, dos yo

Pl'o malidng i

}IO. I;lly*_ ;
T You ¢collag#Ged, d

mihpak., L donfg
)

YOUu, 2t

yvou'lve

wia b

Ty

L WoMman Sa
Amraheisy

gy For the first time in all
esa woelts, Suwldenly it's
lirted. I don't need pills, bl
syapathy, And I'm net going crazy.
She is radiant with sincerity and hnappiness. There is
noe denying the spoed or elficacy of her recovery,
JOMH
I know you're not. I didn't say

You vrelre,
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LT, HOSETPLY AR, NAY, enntd,

LALTA
Koo JTwt you were veiaring
the same Ree vou weor for ﬁhq.n?
ey old aunt Builyve.
JOHN grins suddealy.

JOIN
And Tf11 put 14 on again Tow
LV T Y . )
thoso ERRUY cold sistexs if T

san 1hom,

There 1s o calm intensity to her vords.
LADZA

The #hnle thing's over; Jolin,

And X feeld ruch betlier. Tentt

that sonethiug te be rlad for?
JOIIW loaks af hor,
FLASH &§uGT¢ LAURA helding the daad child by the lalweside,
She is grey and shattered,

JOHH's T'ace melts in a smile of rocal Toljief.

~JOIIN

Semething tc be very gled for,

They Iock at each other for u mement, Then LAUTA {throws

Marsell inteo hig aras,., She jis radiant,

EXT,. GIAYTD CANAL, TAY.

That special pial light of evening is starting %o paint
the tops of tho bLuildings. Tihe water 1s darlier with the
setting dun.

The lights strung acress the resteurants are on, hut not
vyebt coupeting with the sedting suun. The usual chugpring,
gliding, thumping, chulfing eof the differect Lboats Cilis

the alir.

-



Eal, CRANG CAVAL.DWY . eantd,

A vapureiko,

JOUN and LATHA sif in The open part of thse vaporetso,

JOHN 1s watching her carefully.
’ LATRA

I faintad., Yeoplzs do 1t all
———C
the time,
JOIL?
Hm.
LAURA
I'm fine,

To prove if, she gots up and doubles round the tiny decl,

gswii g hoer oamns 1dke o windmiil, Thoe othor nascengers

ﬁ{ gtare a2t haoer s if she 1s insarne,
i JOHN
E Oh al) right sit dewn, .I bLelieve
é - you. |
? ) -8he sits down heside him and kissaes him on tlie cheek,
-; He can‘t resist smiling.
'j " JOIN
3 Just be careful who you go to the SO
) == with in futurse, -
!  LAURaA
4 ' I wiil.
JOHN turns te see whore ithey ara.
1 ' JoHN
1 Loék, T wanted yoﬁ tn S5ee thatisera

F o cemmehirde miemc
'
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DRT. CRALTY CAVAL., DAY, gantd,

“8She olts back in triumpl.

He peints Lo a beautitTully ragitoroed palowxse, its covlours
glistaning, the waritkdo calovmns zleoming, as il they had
Irean put up vesterday, The mooring olns are painted in
brilliant gold and hluo. ¢ stands in svtark coatrasi fo
the building on either side, '
> - Jouy
There, YTou sse it ecan Theo dono,
HMike Leverelv did that with a
crant from the Ford YToundation,
Thera is a'pauBE.
LATEA

Jolm = can we go into 3t. Maerk's?

JOHK -

What for? TYoulwve zeen it.

LAUTA
I want to savy a praver, yon
hivatiien Lastard,
He grins. Tt 1s obviously en oid arguneni,
JOH
Vhat's the wnntiter with here?

You alvways say God is everyuwiloxrd,

TAURA

boat.

InSe r‘ﬁ"—-—- K 204

INT, ST. MARK'S CATHIEDRAT., DAY,

It is a-quiet, cool and dark place, Wt the bright
sunlight cutsilde throws patches of vivid colgur frowm tho
stain ¢loss windows outo the mesaics which cover nmuch ol
slia walls.

JOHN stauds BLeside a mosailc studying 1t with intent

professional instercest. With the baclk of o pen he tapds

at one oF the colouvroed mosaie stonos, I an inmtanf'unu
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L EXT. BACK STREET, VEWICE. DAY.

- JOHN and LAURA turn a corner to find the litile street is roped
off, Three uniformed POLICE stand on duty outside a dingy

house half way dowvn the street. 4 small cluster of QHLOOHERS
atand by the rope where ancther POLICEMAK is on duty. Two pelice

boats ride at the meooring vhere a narrow canal abuta tlie straet

i o Pl o i Vs 2 s e

s at the far end. Forensic experts are dusting doors and windocws
l? with fingerprint powder.

JCHN

Naw what,

They look et tha scene and approach the FOLICEWHAW slowly., Thae
-é POLICEMAN waves his hands indiceting 'mo entrv,!

1 JOHN

; ¥hat!s the matter?

The POLICEMAN ntters a fow words in Italian which mean nothing {a
JOHN or LAUKA, but the POLICEMAN isn't going to amplify for any

foreignoerns.,

E LATTHA looics at fihie cluster of onlookers.,
LAURA
What did we say?

LD MAN —
CI < 5%-:‘-. © el L !.

‘!__'b win hpmoicidhio . Frinds,

s 2 - - e e T,
s, | Guella casa la.
LAURA {gesturing a kililng)
Homicidig
The O0LD MAN nods and looks back at the scene of the c¢rime.

Two CHILDREN are copying LAURA's extravagant wiming of murder and

Jthey laugh together,

_IHEDHN takes her arm and they retreat bacikc the way thoy came.
JOIIN

Hﬂmicidﬁé we can got in New Yorl:, Come

on,

LAURA majies a face and they wallkk on round the corner,

§ Cod's g T3 - 20
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; of the UNIFOINED GULRDS hoas pounced ouod JOUH sheeplshly
A
T tucles hiis peaedil away and moves on,

LAURA is standing in the mdddle of the nave staring up av
the cupela, Her face is caolw and radiant as s5iie looks &t
the heauty surrounding her. She iz smiling 4in sikeer doldighv.
JAINT rejoinz her and they wove on slowlv,
JOHN
I just got arre#tcd in Ctha course
of vy duty.
LAUVZRA smiles,
LAURA
I theought you were reslboring
' _ San Gregporio, This is 3t., Marceo,

in case you hiadn't noticed.

JONK
' Seen one medicval mossic ond
vou'tfye ssen 'em all,
-~ They stop at a 1ittle side chepel partitionaed off Prom
';j the maiir Dody of Lhe elinrch by exquisitve griileworl: in
E - diron, Tliers are not many Lourisbs in this side chiapel,

only cne or itwo Itelian WOMEN at prayer., One is lighting
g vobtive candle to the Virgin. LAURA reads tho sign
pioned te the entrance of the side cﬁnpel: "THITS CITAPEYL
IS RESERVIR FOR THOSZ WEO UANT TO PRAY.!" It 1s in lwo

. otlier lanpuages hesides,

5 : LAURA,

Avful, disnt't it. VWhen tliey have

toe put up a reserved Ter prayern
sign like thal, Whatv do they thinlk

the rest of a clhwreh is forfT

JOHN bars thse enitrance to hwer,
JOHN

Execuss m2, madam, but de you have

& rresavvation?

£ U e R Al I 2,
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LAUIA
Several,
She goes past him, turning to speal as she anbters t
chapel.
LAURA
Give me some change.
JOIH )
T theupht God was meant to ba frce.
LAURA
Cheap, maybe -~ but frca he's
not, It's for a candle,

JOHN aiphs, digging inte his pocket and producing a

haondful of small bills anrd changse. LAURA talien the Coinsg.

LAURA, .
I'm going to light a caundle for
har, ®o = I'm going to lighit seven,
She starts towards the votive candles,

JOHY lzans against the grillewvork, watching lhor.

LAURA is abserbzad in lighting her candles. Shae lights

hao

one Ior every yeor of tha child'!s life: seven iu «lil,

Bohind JOHMN, as he watchea, a party ol TOURISETS is btaing

chapel,
GUIDZ

sv+egrillevorl: dasigned Ly
AlTredo Pagninl and instzlled

at the height of the rapublic

in 1581, tota thea flowers woven
innto the motif. All ara emblena
of fawmous fomilies, who rrobably

countributod to tha cost....

usherad rounrd by a GUIDDZ, He stops belhiind JOUHM mt the

i
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204,
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The CANEZRA is VIIY WTCHT CF JOlW. iz attesntioan is rivetzd
on LAVREA Gin front of him. As the GUIOD svarts wo wove away

affseraen JOII turns to ioolc, e woeolils in shiocls,

HIATHER's face ia inehes from hic, staring with sightiess
? by )
ayes through thez grillewvork, her hands moeving over fhe

tracery llks a spider patrolling ites web,
JOM draws Dboelk, leooking about fon WEHDY,

He sees her, loolking fov her sister, about twenty-Live

yarde away down the nave,

JOHN drops down fnto a hassocl and buxries his h1zod in
nravar, '
Eehind him can ke heard WIHDY s feootsteps, o muthered
conversation in rolling Seots acecents and tien sllence,
JOHW lkeers Nhis eves tight shue., An ostrich. A hand
teouwches him, L
Tt is LAUL, smiling,

LATRIA

Hypoﬁritn, S R g -
lie stares un inve her face, Looks Lack over lhiis shoulder,
The SISTERS have gona, _
JOIN looks baclt up at LAULL and Llioks,
CQUT TOt

EXT, PIAZZA SAN MANCO, DAY,

The passeggiata 1s in full swing. Under tis Dolonﬁadeﬂ
and around the =square people are strolliing, mzeting, gresviug
ang moving, : .
CAMERA ZOOMS IN to JOMN and LAURA who coms wrunrdng oub of
St, Mark's, JOHN!'s face is Dblack as thunder, LATRA ids
laughing helplessly, .
cUl TO:
BT, VAPORUTTO LANTIING STAGEH, DAY,

JoOIN brushes aside tite OFFICIAY, and Ieaps abeard closoly

follewed Ly LAURA as the vavoretto vulls out antoe the canal,
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21, IZXP', VADRGISTND, DAY
o AN A N

JORN looks at lids watclk again.,
JGEI
e weuldan't ewon Lz in Venice
1T it wasn't for this joba.....

and I format him!

LAURA
Darling = he needs you more

than you need him, Me'll wait.

JOHH

50 much you knew. Therae ars
at least two people in the world wio
could do the restoration as well os
ma.

| <) pacoeg up and down.

JOHN

) My anw e,
None ara &s cheon, mﬂzzmﬂﬁla

He paces some more,
' JOLN
And Leverett and me are the
only vnes who supsrvise the
sub-coutracting,
Ila paces sopta wmovTa,
- JOHN
And Leverettl!s in hospital
with a strake,
He 1s grimning. LAURA raises his arm above lis heand,
LAUMA
The winner,
JOHN scowla,
JOMH
I'm =till late -~ & hour iate -

and thauv'ts r=ude.
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JOIN

Loal: = vou westore clurelas,
might?  Tell uim vou were
praving, XNeeping the managensnt
happy with a 1itile brown-noaing
is frood business proactice,

grins at hor,

He'd negvar helieve ma,

SXT.

LAUDING STAGE,

As JOHEW and LAURL
steps towards thhAfir hoiel
scuttling acy

‘ong salls

oI

Ty
id I

5. Dne & : ;;}{5 cheansark gl;
pAnnauts, apf twe se notliingg ¢

L

mCily

Wwla, sii;?f? * 51 i?ﬂ
arco, Dogptts Falsce, Pesilican...? s
a ‘ s

y
ind hastops wur 2 - T

&

funblis

5 baclhsuaovn the

-a~a o siraight

frto hariéyg
s

LnU \-J'!L d
X5 a 1L*g;e girl kﬁff

logXs ag; iy h1V¢;F'thDughfﬁ L uaq{ﬁy
¥

o, ian LAURA

Lhe U'Fj,ﬂli [ Ll*nr‘,k.nln ar 1“r11,:1.1e cdia by the girl wileeps

-'
] ja*é&ﬂor xodpn 1o

A

. P
ae JLALAA gunftl s A the Jagjf anct inte the hotel,
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TXT. LAYDING STAGE BY SAN GHIGCOIC. DAY.

Az JOEN and LAURA leap off the vaporeftﬂ and start up the =tens
towards the chureh, threse little URCHINS come scutilling around
them, One seli= chesep dark glasses, dne sells pennants and one
sells nothing at all, But he smiles a lot.

LAURA (to JOHN)

Biuff it out, Apologizse for being

' a few minutes early.
A UONFIAN 1s loceking the main deer of the church as they reach
it, The WORMMAN puts the keoy inta his funic and starts awar,
turning tc¢ watch dumbly as LAURA and JOHKN try the door t¢ confirm '

[ TR

it is locltad,
JOHN
Thieretszs a sjide door.

They start té movae round thie walls of ¢z church,.

N s L e it ek PP ]

i I've ot & legitimata excuse for belng
‘ late.
l__ LAVLEA pavoiles s acm sudiondy dad veudmsnciyr.
LAURA
No, John,
: . He looks at her, puzzled.
: 3 LAURA

? I don't want him to know.
é JOHN

{ Why the hell nat?

;. LAURA

ki

2 T just dom't.

: A wvoice ¢alls out angd threy loogk to the sguare at the side of
the church. Striding acreoss is a tall, thin priest. e is
Count ALDERTO RUSSQ = or, indeed, Father Alherto Dusso - amd e

.; is aboeut forty, hleek dark eves and the patTieian sneer of his

clasz has not been dulled by his wvocation.,

.E LAURA holds out her hand and ALSERTC DLows aver it perfunctorily

as they meet in the middle of the squars.

e emerem g cem . - . - . PR e R e s . - S e A e e mmEe em = ammem e =
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EEREZRIE
LAURA
Alberto, I'm so sorry. It was ail my
fault,
The other thing ALBERTO qida't pet with his wvocation was the
virtus of patience. He is iragecible and males no attempt to
conceal it.
ALDERTO
Well 4%t die all too late new, The church
is cloged.
JOHE
I ferl terrible, Alberte, pleaswe acceph
my apoleogies. . .
ALBERTO
' Your apologies are ot needed, Vo want
only your opiniuh.
ALDERTO loocks at his watch.
Well, Tomoryrow then. You will hawve o
come back tomorrow, ITfm afraid I pust
depart now = 2 dinner = hava ycu a boat?
ALBERTO is walking towards the lending stage. JOHN and LATRA
alincst have to run to Keep up withh hin,
JQHN
Welll taka the vaporetto bncl, DBy ithe
way I had thes sample of mastic you sent
me analysad, Ti's really Jjust a primitivé

cerent witih some china elay added, T fhink

this may be vour preoblem., The acidifty in tie

air is breaking dovwn the structure which in
turn leads vo lass of adhosion,
They stumblo onto the landing stage as ALODERTO turns round quite
abruptly.
ALDBERTO
What time would be couvenient to you

tomorrow?
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ST
' ';W JOEN apd LAURA exchange a fast glance aa ALBEDTC turns o sumaon
his private launch, JOHN mekes a fages 'sonofabiteh' and. LAUR
. : makes a fag¢e: 'screw him,’
' | JOHN
: Well T hadnit realized the cupcla was

windewad on the Tast and West sides,
ALBERTC glances up at the church's dome to confirm this,

Yhat I'd realiy like is to examine the

mosaics when the firat light is strilkdiag

it agz;éé;zkﬁngles. That way you can

spot irrogularities withiout weing a laterel

theeodolite.

ALBRRTO

Yhat time, then?

JOHN pauses.
JOHN
Six a.,m, I guwess unot later than $.15.

Lo AL DTG tuvins uw sande daricer.
? I'm sorry, But if the bishop really wants. .
HLBERTO shrugs &5 if the metter were of no cunsequence.
ALRERTO
Very well, G&ix &.m,
He shales hends briefly witl: LAURA, Nods to JOHN and steps conto

his hoat,

O T

‘SHiAURh aid JOHIN stand on the landing stage and wave goodbye, Thair
wave 15 given the briefest acknowledgement.
LAURA {forcing smile, still)

Now there's a men wvho didn't go to the

BRI B P

Vetican ¢hatm sclhiool,

. JOHN
; Wou!
LAURA
I thought he was a friend,
JOHN

Well at least T got the sonofabitch up at
dawn fomorrow,

S ab Ak A e LR Lo amaa .o . . . . ' - a - [ e et iraae
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LAURA (smiles)
That waes a goodia, Dur don't they all get
up at five and savy mass or semnething?
XXEJONN
Alberto savse mass when he feals 1ike ZG.
Which is about every third shursday i=z
March, In a leap year.
Lalna
Vondar why he hecame a nriest,
JOITEN
Probably an o0ld family tredition, Sanded
down from fathexr to son.
LAURA laugns and they step ferward as the vaporettc pulls in at

the landing stage.

FNE A
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he hefgame s prdigat,

colliary ou¢u“
/ oitlgT
he elavator doorw clofes #n them,

hersalf e JOHEY with a warm liss.
T A
24, INT. DEDRCOMH. DAY '
rﬂl}ﬂ& -g Fuu“'u% Ly Y \j '(\J ih., AL[ b*’a\j\". Pl
AR Tk, LAURA dis

Tho L T T e L T PP

shrugring cut of her dress and JOMHW 1s tryvingy fto =zpongro
soma horror from his suif Jackat,
: LabnA
Leave 1t, darling., I'11 de it
in the morning.
He thiows it down, smiling.
JOLG

All right. Slhower or bath?
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AW, CErORoGN, Y, gontd,

Laliia
Lhover,
JOHN
Toss wyou for it,
He tekes a coin From his trouser poclies and spins.
JGIN
Call,
LAURA
Tails, )
IIe looks ai the coln, It is hoads,
| - JON
Teils it 1s.
She comes up to him and puts har arms round his nscli.
' LATURA
That was o lovely davy.
JOHN
; It still is. . Painting the
town, remembder?
_ LAULLA
I just =wvant you ta Inow.
(rause}
$till got your paint brusin?
S¥o gpoes away frono ﬁim and goes inte thae bathroem. e

watches her smiling.

In an instant, there iz the sound of a showver curtain being
drawn, The sound of her humning comesa to him, as he picks

up a towsl from tha bed and Lfellows lhar,

INT. BATHROOM, DAY,
AMQL Lﬂuvn ,m.-t'. i~ +L.;_ bﬂ"{‘a "‘l‘a c"HuM '
JOIY et rieg) , iy M . Thoir volces

do neot blond that well, but they are having 8 lovely tiimmo

onn some old ftime welody.

There is & knocit on the bedroom door, They stop singing,
LAUGA
The the hell's that?
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TIIWT, TATHRCOM DAY, contd,

Anotherlkncck,
TLAURA
I lmow, I¢'s the Goddarmned
martinis. weshroasimaidey ell,
you pgo,
The showor 1s turned ofT, Silénca.
. JOIIH '
e must have a key, for CL;._{t
ey snica., .
{he calls
Coeme in!
Jnother knoclk, ‘
JOIN
Co:nz _in!
And another,
©JOHN
Hell.

Iz gets out of Ehe Lath, o

heads foar the door,

INT, ETDHOCHM. DAY. LAY
Jaihaa cusfiag Hnt hqu\unm ‘raumr:is e doov tulrwne ‘Mf s
ottt P Ay

o ———
Wwee b mamaf bu s dew o,_:e.-r e fers W€ Qes
prrotty »u'LID anters with the _IE.I‘t"Ill.:;.q' ‘“ l'\? A d A

JOHN alﬂnches# qun‘.s n'\' A b &ig#-—&, "l'n fDﬂHﬁL Ln.a Hﬁ-“. AH?F‘ .

diwiai

&= puts fthewm down on the tavle HFemxoeiEG

Y e —pr
o tip. nr-l.ult"\'ud-“-‘- She (4 “l\r&qﬂ' Q’.K‘%A

JOHY
. Um, . Ol o
He goes to iis trouscrs and hwunts for change. Jfe {inds
some a3 LAURA's VOTICE cemesa from the boathroom,
LAURA (0.8.)
What's golug on?
JOHN
It's all right, 1t's JUET.c4+4

e hands tho IWID & couple of coins az LATNMA emsoges.

T3iae
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THT. UIUUON, DAY, contd.

L

clves 2 Xdtvile yeolp as sbhe saos JOHY tzrying ¢ eap nis

dipgnity and pert wiith his elhange.
Tho M\ID lbobs and leaves,
JOIDY pours the drinks,
LAURA
She was prettvy.

She gomes and puts hoer arms round his nescl,

LAUZA

But not off duty. ITt's bLeen o

long timec.
JOHK

fHlave a drink.
LAUTLA

My, Lie down,. You're all wat.

She takes anobther towel and apreads it onn the bed, ia

leoolls at har for A woment, ithen stretclies out on

Sho talies s towel =nd starts drying nim.

thie he

a.

Shie dries his earvs, his throat, his ghest, It 15 a vory

SEeNEUOUS PTOCResS,
She drops her own towel, and lies baeside

running through lis hair,

e lceks at her.

She kiszes Iiim slowly.

He slides over on teop of har.
LATTIA

Welcome home.

Tho mertini jug is emply.
Thiey Llie side by side, smwmeking guielly.
JOIm
We roally ouxht to give it
LAUDY stares at him.
LAUTRA

. ' You'xre joking,

nim, her fingers

PADE O

D
" Ll

R

*
*
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e, DENDGOo. Y, sconid,

JOIN

T wean zaoling.
LAA
Oh., '
JOTR rolls over to face her,
JOHI
Yhat do vou want to do, Hunﬁry?
Wy dontt we Just vcat dovmstairs

ei1d - have an early night,

LAaura
dmueray. [ thouzht vou wanted to
raint the town.
JOHW
That was Defore you rapad me,
LAURA

Tou.,..

She taltes the pillow and heats him hard, Ho rolls
bed, hitting the floor,
JOHN
I'm serry, Il socrrcy.

IIe picks up his shixt avd starts dressing.

ou’

She 1olls ovar and plceckz up a puicde ook, She Thunios

{:‘hrough it, iLaf.ql‘ htv E'}fi}.‘ Al G S.I'A“’,?I A Q:ur.‘lr_u\

L

ol

*

Fag o EMME
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Tit, NEBRO0E LAY, cowbd.

She pilclks up angther,

LAUTA

bex ghassnliana

SO
Oh, honey. Let’s just got on
sona clothes and wall: wziil we
find somewhero.
8he s:ighs deaply,
LAURA
We'll get lost.

EXT, VEYICE STRIEEL, NIGHT.

They stand under a straet laﬁp, whiciy shteds inadequate

iight on the map over whieh iusy pore,
LAURA
Don't shout at me,.
JOH
I'm not shouting., Tut look,
Watx»o lhere, Velve just come

over it Lridos,
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BXT. V3UICE STRUAP, WICHT. goried,

LAURA
Tt could bave bean avy of
these bLridreos. Venldes is
full of them, in case ou todin't
noticed,
JOIN
Tui therets only one {Fraud
Canal. And wo crossed it
tlhoxe,
Ho gets out a penci:l. -
- JOHN
Loak = wa go down this alley,
gver That bridge, ford down thiat
elley and wa come out at the
Church off San Zacarinh.
. LAURA
Mavhe.

bl e i

T . 3. o . 1. . LI
e telkes howr Ly thsy o

28, EXT. ALLIYWAY TW VINICH. NIGIHE,

It i# darik, shadowy, ratiosr unpleasant. LAURA i3 vwailking
wall ohead of JOHN now and trving o talke the inditiative.
Their footslups eclhio.
LAURA mattzirs as shoe walls, head dovn,
' LAURA
Yolre pgodamw well lost. I
know 1f,
JOHi (from farther o

w

1ind }
) Wit 7
LAURA

You aro lost,

JON
Voenice is5 the size of & postago

stamp. You can't g2t Iast own

sowmathing thwet size,

. B R - .. T, .. - - - -
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LT, ALLEYUAY Tl Uisyror, MWIGHT, cantd,

P T \- - ¥ L

They wallt on, separated Ly ten yards, caclh wvagosly angyry
and amused by their predicamont. ' )

There seems to Ls mo one glse in tha world, Tha darkness
is hecavy, the houses high, cutting cut any light frum the
skKy. .

The canal baside them is dank, treaciy and smelly., Ahead
af them in the darkness is a TV juneition of ecarals, The
ﬁlléywa? can go either woy = one way moross a litéle fooh-
bridge, the other way dowlr an evewn unarrover darlter alley.
LAURA stops at the junction and waits for JCUN o catch
up., ‘#He Llooks either way, mreering fer a sirset sign cor

aven o decent light uwnder wioich te stddy hiz map.

LAURA
Yhy don't we lnoell on sorehodyls
door and aslk?
' JOUN (ignoring her)
I thinl: T con see 3+, lark':c
I'own there., Look,
She asquints inte the darkness,
LAWNEA
. It's too small for 3t. lark's.
JOITN .
Coms up.
As he steps forward down the Little =llsy his foot comes
into soggy conteet with a cardlLoard earton ol garhagc. 1t
1s wet and nasty.
JOITN
Oh Christ,
There is a squzalk and a scuttlae,
Three o four rats scuittlo across the alley, theinr horrible
eyes glinting., One swverves momonsarily towards Lhow, Then
all four divae into the canal, A suceossion of l1ittle pplops

aa thaey strilte fhe walor,

L4
-
:__1
1§

LAURA sorcaws, (amd,  JOONT geatha hez,  Lha's oo li

rattled Ttoo.
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BET, AVIEYYAY TIOVLITICHE, DITONT, eoed,

JOET
Ift's okav, Just some rats,
Venico dis full of fthen,
ie grins and holds her tightly againsi his sheunlder,
JOHN '
Don't tall the mayor & said so.
LaURS pulls away frem hiwm, a 1little xecovared,.
LATRA .
That's all T needed. lats,
She shivars at the spectacle of four rats swinming avay
across thoe limpid waters of the cancl.
LATUTA
Lead on, Marco Polo,
They mova on down the alleyway togetiiezr,
‘ CUT TC:
PXT, CAMAT TMIDGE, WIGHT,

JOUN swirls round at the sound of 2 door opaning belidnd
threm, 4 WOMAN =slops a Luclket Inte Lthe canal,
JOT

Excusa el

JOHN dashas forward,

The WOMAK sees him, gasps, and slamg $he door shut hafore
he can get eclese ancough.,
LAURA shaugs at the futiloe episcdo xad starts across the
tiny bridre,
LALRA LJH:J

I guess she pmpdzprisym Horvard ndn,
LAURA crossos to the far side of the canal ang studiers the
nese plate on the bridgo.

JOIIN is looking at the name plate ol :is end 6f the Lridoeo,

LAURA {calling across)
Tits cnlled 4tho TFPovte Siiretto,

JOIMT taken sut his sireet mon and sdosts Leolcing,  In theo

- BL.G,, LATLIA 43 mowivyr ionbe o Little piszzo ;it:tﬁ‘f:l\‘-e";."ﬂl‘lt't Lt

Trxdcdera.
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TN, CANAL MRTERN. TSI, aonitd,
Suddenly from tho Jirst fleor of anz of the dark piouses
Pehiad JOHE comesz o truly torrifyding scream. 5t ds a2
stranpled, muited, mementarily ehrill screas of nure forTor.
It stops guite suddenly,

A shutter slaums zliove JOBW, Then o door opens, throwing @
dim ligh+% across the alley which runs off ths hridpes at an
igla, Tt i3 completely obscrured te LAVIRAY: view, Dut

JONN ean seae down its enfire dim Leveil,
HIS F.0.V. Out of o doorwny comes a libttls GERL., Fuer
raspiﬁg, terrified bLreetlh: comca te i in dhe silownco,

ut thera is also

A oeric orv.

Lthe S0UND

of trind -

Yishonut glancing to the left or right

gdashes Leross
e landing stage.

two boats,

1+ scross {he canal o

the otier side,

loocsing tha

Witl

makoe a

the darluieso of Venico.

thae allewvyny and daown
ineredivie api

Loy palnter of

& coupls of

iiity she

bridors,

wviwey Cuiliy sceraoabrlos

oz

The 20UNY of her footsteps cchoe momenia

FLASH 3Ii0T:

the pathwvay to {hie lalke.
violently towards the dead Tody in
and the red plastic that strilies =

For the CHILD in Venice was wearing red.

fragmentary moment.

JOHN blinks as if in disbelief at his cown eyes,

thing is cver in a moment. Ife folds

Owvear this

purpesefully and turns to ecress the

waiting,
LAURA watches hinm

naving com2 baclk

intently as
LAUSA

up ithe

he jodinzm

Was that sereoning?

Whae?

JOFEN

Thie sound of JOHN's foowsiaps as he
5 ound

tha wataw.

Lo
Lridse where

aitlew.

tho thirxd

The inrstant

Ghe Llittle GITL

alel

it rud is goas

Tily ceore=zs Lho

TG

e CALSEA

It do only =

The

strest nan

har,

apod e child moaning,

svens to
bounds ovzr
shaving

it Ldts

into

cannl.

CoiTn

OGNS

cirord of mecognition,

wiralo

LAURL is
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oU0 . ATy, TULSGE, . JTIUIT, conid,

Laluli
I heard a secraun.
JOHN
Oh 1t woas jush...just an
cld druenic,
The incidont is panished., LAUIA gestures 43 the piasra
beyond,
Lalma
T think I'va found tho renl
world again. Look,
They Join hands aud stiride awvar Trom the bridge ftowards
the piazza, ]
Down & right hand turning, the bright idiszhts of a sauare
shine towards them bteckoningly,

They bhoth with a single sten head for 14,

XD, SHUANE, WIGIHT.

They arrive and he throws his arms wide witsh relicd,
JOE
Veila! Sav Zaccerin,
LATRA
By thie scenic ronte.
She glves an elatorate sight. U8 grins. The lights, the
reople are washing out the mamories alrezady,
' JOI
Come on. I think I'm zoing to
ot bombed tonight. This locks
. cleay,
They move to a restaurant.
INT, RuESTAULLST, NLGHT,

It s gay, nearly full,_candlus, coloured lights, Lhubbub,
perhaps a puistar,
They coms inm and gasp with the heat,

LAUVRA

wWurl. Tttt 's Lelttor,
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I, DESTATTAGP, KTOWP, eontd,

A WAITER compos wup, bowing. hustling, -
JOIIT
For two, And sticlt close.
I want c¢o vrder a d—ini,
The WAITZE smiles and puldes them to a table,

two hupe menrus as 10 by magic.

" They sit down.

JOHN
Two Yervy larso caupari seoda,
LAURA
I can have garlic now,
She pgrins. ‘
L o OIIN
What's thot meau?
* . LAUUA
' Well, wyou were never much

mora than a once-a-derr nan,

JOITH dis lipghis cnoborrssnad,
' JOHN
Pleasa.

He looks arosund, but ne one has heard,
LAURA leans across to hina,
LAUDIA
lilss me aud TY')L1 keepn it sccoret,
JOHHN laughs.
JOHMN '
Xiss mo and It1l disproﬁa ol
in public.
LA
That could Lbe fun,
JCIIN
Neo way.

They botlh take stock of th2 restawrant,

procdineing
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INT. ARSTAUIANT, MIGHT, contd.

J O
What's this place called anyway?
LAURA logks at the menu end siarts fo lawgh. She gipgzles
and laughs, barely alxle to econtain harself. JOHN piéka
up  the mernu and loaka, ’
LAURA

The Sagredo!

JOHHN tossca his menu down with a 'well Y111 be damned’® shrmiug

The VAITER arrives with thelir drinks. JOHN heolids his caunasr

up angd leoks at her through thae bhics of soda.

JOIMT

Here's to us.
He drinks without waiting for LAURA to join hiﬁ. His eves
stray to the deoerway of the reztaurzut.
HIS Y.0.¥, The two SISTERS have just ontered. They fTuos
with removing their Jjackets and being shown sadately .
Tabtweem tho kalles to & corner srot some five tasles cway
Prom JOHN and LAURATS.
JOHN's face tigntens.

LAURA ~
She must lhe very beautiiful,
JOHN N
What?
LAURL

Mhoever came din, s

Cotabviieicnrmeyotaane ., A 1rlondazs 1

BuppoHEe.
JOIRN forces himsell to relax,
JONN
No, No, & brunette.
LAURA
Can T look.
JUHN {nlarined )

ND‘I: }r‘:‘tr
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THT ., UEETANL T, NESITR ., aontddl.

LAURA disn't roaliy vhat infteroested and cozitinuves studving

the nmerua,
LAURA
This plzee iz exnensivae.
JOTGY
You may remsmber, thoss awe
the grouads on vhich we rejaciad
1t two Iiours ago.
o LaURA .
I could aat a horsa,
She looks up at him and sniles,
. LJJ'-\.‘L]?M!'A
Sex always malkes me haigry.
Do you remenbel WHEn Wa WETS, ...

She sees thet JUIN's eves are atill uron the cornsr table.

LAURA
Johmiewa s
Ho 1cpks back at Lier apolopgeiicecally. LAVAEL decides o oa
gamé. '
LAUTRA
I'm goiung to give her Lhe
Jealous wife stara, Watclh
thisg,

F

LAURA diraws hersceli up aad turns o Jive a frozen look
across the restaurant,

LAUGHA's face changess from £ momant of frozza hautour to
amaganient, tao delisght and nerplexity.

HoR T.0,.V.  The BISTERE are thomseldves storinp rowuad tiww

restaurant.

LAUZA fursas her bacl: onn thoem swiltly, wideoeidedd how to reacy,

LAURA

It's them! Theres wose ™3 awy bloada.
JOINY node wosirnedly,  Vateolhding for ey Teull resnvoaosc ond

-

now LAUIATS yvaske compolura aliers.



1
_ i
;
el INE, RSP AT, MICIC. conkd,
. - - LAURA,
: : Qh Ifve got te go and have a

word witly them,

She turnz round and waves towvards biuon,

i g :

i The sighted sistor, YENDY; sees her and waves back, then

1 turng ta HITATHER and wiisnewrs sametiving. The great sightless
1

v - blue eyes coma up and HEATLLR waves wacantly vowards her,

AULRA Jnlf=situnds in her seat,

LAUTNA

T won't he long, derling.

B k] R S

R P

%‘f : it ‘.'.-"..1.!\.'. . Lyl ¥

e e

il

e

e,
t FECTY

j Listen, Laura, they're going

i to drag vou into something.

! Those old people have & way of

5 pulling you into their noteses..

1

)

H ol Ly

: RO i i i bt i

I L A = Lt Con

: e et T a . —‘r-m b R L.
ES lavea hag Gameg befaes by tan -Qm:\-. .

e sinks back 1n his

chair, watehes a momant, then siaps his fingers irvitably
for the WAITIR, VWoile waiting, he r=achwes oul and dewns
X

Laura's dxinlt im onn galils.

Cue T
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TITL, RESTAUTNA L NIGHT, contd,

C.U, A gmnarled old hand clufching a smochh vouns hand,
It is JIZATHIQ eclinging € LATUA al the restaurant facla,

wvorking her happiness throush thae gnarled rones of her old

Tingors.
HIATITER
I romsitber her ladir, Light heir
and silky soft, She fos=ed it as
_ she laughed,’
LAURA nods Tainsly at the remembersd gasture,
Did she die suddexly.,
The question jolts LAURA out of her recolloctinn.
%) I'.".'L'_'D'ﬁp.'
Heather, vyou'tve ne richt $6....
LAURA
No, thatls all right.
YENDY subsides,

She was drowned, Johr z18d, s e

we had let them play in the water

LR B Y

4 F >4
WINDY
. Tragle, utterly tragiec for you lrs,

Daxter.
LAURA
Ttfs strange, you Huow, Juhn
. O

seemed to got A,.. . waTRiNnT, BE I+ war as I

Jnaew sometlhiing wasn sy, i ran

dowm to the loke, Rt it was too lato..san
HEATHER L1s smiling, '

HEANTHER

Yog,., OF course, O course, ho Res iho
rift, Thowls wiy the chitld was Lrying

to tall to biim,

i - el
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TIWT, NTUSTAURANT. HLGHT. contd,

fivjump
HEATARR
Ezcause = when T 5337 year little
daughter = between vou -~ it was
your husband she was laovghing nndd
talking o,
LAURA
And not me?
EEATIIVNR shakes her hsad,.
' . HEATHER
He has the pift, Even 45 he
doean't Imow it. UYwven Lf huv 1s

resisting it.

HIATHER senses LAURA's disappoiniment - almost Jjealousy,
oi JOHH, s can see thie daughtoer the™ have iost; sl
Caiuat, _
HEATHIR

Ch eliild = ditts 2 curse ns wall

as a gift,
There is a pause while HIZATHIR's handm reoam the table for
e wilne,

woam ) EAD Y
Tt comes and goes you seo,
LAULIA nods,
LAURA
You don't...you can't ever,,,
Eﬂﬁiﬂgﬁ.pauple cair you?
HZAPIER (sharply
No.
WIENTY
Wolro often asked, shets |
really guite fonous rown?t

Dlgin,
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Y. MUSTAYULNT, NIGTT. conthd,

HEATIIER
Tnoey olil want a lot of mumbo-— jumbo
with ecieoplasm and holding hands,
Second sight is a gift {frem the good
Lord wheo s2es5 all tuinmas., T consider
it an i1mpertinence to ©all his
crentures baclt from rest Ffor our
ontertainmnent,

LATURA

it wouldn't e for ny sutertainmant.
Silence, WLENDY fusses, UHUDATHER thinks.

HWEWDLY
Why mot come baeck for sofioat
After you've finished, Just fer

2 little while,

LAA
Ch thanlt you,
1ISATIER
I male no prﬁmiées.
LAUTA reaches over and balf hugs WEHLDY.
JOHN has lined up fiva gamparl glasses in Iront of his
plate as +the VATITIR dalivers two more. The WATTIH alse
removes his ewpty food plate and gives a look ar LATRIA

ad she taltes in tho import of the scems and zits dovwn.,

JOHN

Ttwa heen driunking your drine

ea wall as mine,
LAURA
) Good, Ddd it help?
NPNEN

2 D
! -~ T =t
R et deaetod gt R S ) LRI a A VT TR

I|.T__
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THET, RESTAUANT. HICGI. conid,.
JOIH
Dia thesy.
AU A
The wordp they usecd were '"he sceoms
not too plrased,' Thoy meant
peltulant] child, J
JOHN puts his driank on| tie tabie Mimmly.
QT8
Well, T'l2 eoten, I'm Teady
to go hiue,
' LAURA
Dut I h ven't,
< - JOIIM
We camdg here te 2at. Vhat
. you diqg with your exfing time
WS yopr novone,  LTEL leawve prou
gsomo choly if you lika. The scompi
is verny gsood.
LAUR
- . John'l Plonse!
JOIIN
Yall fviat do you expect me to do?
Sit hbre zrinning while I watell two
Gld rﬁﬂh?tlﬂ sranis prell yrou into
theiyd neurctic half~-m=d world of
mumbg= junbo,
LADRL smiles faintly.
LAURA
She gisanproves of muobo—junho too.
Theyfused the VEry.word.
JOHE‘sccms to havelrolented a litile, Ha sits bacl.
l LATTA
G"j.vcé me 4o drdnlk. i
e signals the VWaERZR for anotiier compaxi soeda.
e .- i
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TR, MUUEHMLIEIALCE, CINGIHT, oceid,

The WATYER puts down the drink and LAURMA sip

thirstily.

JOE
Vall, What did thor 211 -rou?
The nome of thz nerd Dozbr wimer?
Or did they asl for ricazy thris timed
LAUA
Thiey were just happyr fo imow we'ld
Thaen napy.
JOIN '
Who's wa®
LALTA
Oli Johneg ..
JOLIW
I lilke unothiuapsr betfer than a

wife wholld

dapression
is hrought o & staty of it rﬂnéuzsﬁ

by twe stargnmers. L1y man would

e oy wlilin Thlat.

oy o
oL

cd
A w

LATTRA
I fainted from sheeii. A1l »ight,
Put alter thalt — was +this afberncon

T madme 22 ?

He seys nothilng,

LAUA

Did I act liliz a denressive?

He says nothing,

LATRA
I imow I was cracking ap,
dorlinsg. Bven Illocton Jasas
said a mervous bhresohidodt was
possille,.  Tat ftlwat'™s all eover,
You =aw with your ounr eyves,
ook at @me nov. Chiriao ine ds

andd . She disatfd coming boaoik

>
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T i [aLd WiCAh i - =
INT, R[ESTAT2ANT, WIoNT. contd.

LAURA (econtd, )
any more. My dauvshiitsr is gone,
The ce¢hild I loved more than
myself is dzad, TYou sse? T
pcan say tixat and comproiend it...
and still not be upszet Wy ib.
Sho pauses, Tiec weight of hor avidence is gverviasining,
© LAURA | |
John—~darling—inose old cronas
as you call thoem have done nothing.

But X awm whole again., Thev deseawve

. your thanks, if you care abecut we
at all,
There 15 a long silencs JUHS Tusiies the menu acgross toe
her, L '
JULE

- I ecould eat another plate ol
seampi if wyou'd like scmathins,

LAURA watehes him a mouent, thou drops her head te the menu

in eonfusien, to ccver hor fears, and in gratitude. JOIN

touches her hair bLbrlefly and gmilas,
- . CUT 103
ENT, PTAZZA 3AN JACARTL, OUTSTINT RUSTATIANT. NIGHT.

‘It has started to rain, 4 fine drizzlio lkas given a silver

sheen Lo the square,. But the lights are bright and people
hurrty heve and thera, The rain gives a wmystic gqualitey
heightening the buildings, mauking them somzhew unreal,
JOIN ftuxns up hie cvat coller and gazes aboﬁt, vaiting for
LAURA to como oult ol thae restaurant,
She jeoins him, but as he sitarts off in one direction Lating
tugs at his sleave to go in another direction. JOUN leolks |
baflled, , '
LaUlty {(eaills thzrousd: she rain)
Colfient’

JOIIIT furns, siarding at hor.
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TET. PrAZZA SAY AACARTA, OGVTEENT 2iaeatizior, ¥, coled,.

JGIIN
Wiat?
LATIIA
Coffas,., Welre loviiad te hove
colfce.
JOIIN wulls her into a deoociray out ol thn roin,
LAURA loeoks awiward and emharTRSséﬂf likte a Iittle girl who
has to own up to Yrealking the ehian,
LATA
The sisters. They wanted to mact
vou. I soid we'd ge for coffoe...
we don't have to sihay lons,

JOINY starcs at lier in azmazoment,

JOHN
Altornatively, we dan'i have to
Zo at all,

LAURA

I'd lilka to.
As she spealis, shie steps out of the docruay dnbo the rain
again., JUHEN hesitates a mement., And iz that moment a
sudden bunch of sireef UNCIHING coma dashing up to LATIA,
surrounding her, and holding up a tatgerad wibrella tied
to a bamboo raele, They are lauvghing zud eajeling her,

holding out their hands Toxr money and pinching ber backside,

JOHN wades im te iotervene apd The URDHINHE rweleont oomoniliarilis

JOIN
Mova! Iley = get out of tlowro!
URCIITH

iluntire lira wrbrelilo, sisoop?

No ge' woi,

LAURAYS hezad iz down and purnose rasolvsd.

JO1
Loura, voulve Lo thorowmi a hewll

af a lot today. Jwits noed bnlte ary wloks.
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3 AUSTAURANT ., NIGHT, cgnid,

LAURA
Ti's not far, John. 2 necdn't
stay loﬁg.
He is walking lheside her now,
' JOIN
It's rainiiife...
AlAA
They offernsd you an umbrella,
On hearing tliz word the URCIINS surge forward apgaiii.
|  UHCHINS
UnDrella? Si sigmorina! Huntre
lira, please, )
JOIIN fundyies in his peoclzat and finds a coin, He Flinsgs it
deliberately as far away as possitle. Some of the UICUTES
dash avay te find it, Xut the umbreila URCHIU remﬁins with

tliew dogmedlyr,

= vyou lkncw

just £hiindy

Well dontt Hell me the-Yoe plain

Tollzs from hwoext

ety

LATRA ds peesing nt a piece or paper in her hand, hen
gahe loolis up at 4 stroet sigo and turas thic corsar,
LATIA

John = darliung ~ pleasce. I'n going

te see Them heppese they soicd ey

might trv and reoach. .. Snristine,
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corhel.

- - :
D N AL -T. srahylil .

JOIIN now leaps fovvard and crabs hox =sepinning er rousd,

Byen the unbrella URCHNTH locks fearfcel at ile sodden furwy

in his faca.
JOHN
Tor Curist's zalie!
words with them se
hospital.  Can yo
two lpouzs will de?

Ll

Half a dozon
s youwr ko

u-imaping wiay

How LAUIA is angry too., Shao breals avay from him and stards

to run, The TACHELIH ~unz with Lo
uneasily, JOHY satands woiching

¥, the umbrelia waving

until finally LAURA lopiks

up at a penzion betel and Tuns inte fhe sheltes of dis

daoorway.' 5She stands thexrs leok:
walls sleowly tovard:z hew,

IMT,  Dedtudy 0 PrerTed, STaiiT.,

-

e o s kot SR PR, ISR W R . R R R
Tl UISIIEN Lolds ous i Fightiny, SRLOGER LT

doorway,

doorwayw,

K il
JOFY 4ignores ham and steps up to e shelter of

ng bock miserasls,  JOMN

Ay = : A n
A5 whaiisN T

f,’.-‘-.UZL"
Yt oY ri—di, ATehy

et i e

e

widnt Zo wshe fie, fTo fielyf ngforcert

Fou frants f1a
- i Jodm
pE, cdon ¥t wWeoed Alreg

Wt

voygbrse £ pFt ifrvodfred,

~

oS Wonen

i

b S

Lalis

Tou'ye the one who

said let theo

clitldren swivw by themselves aren'y

you'?

Yoeulers tha o

e wWho Lol ne

yould give veur Lide in axciiuano

For Lers.

1-r€.111.p‘.|it|n Ltoo 1-'1-.5:'?
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T, DBOOTUAY O L2rsTor, EICOD, coaatd,

LaURA (contd, )
for that. ¥ut at leasit she's
trying to get in touch with vou,

Mavyhe fto fovrive,

JDHNis fury suddenly bturmns cold,
' JOMI

You're neot hpading for coafiee with
theso two, You're heading for a
nervous bLrealdown! A ccuple of cramy
wvomen tiving to malio ancilicr cyrazy
weman, Well = they ean lipve thelr
vigtin,

With a stifled sob, LAURA turns and runs jsntae ths pansion,

JOHN marches out of the doorway ounce mere, intve +izz rain,

1 P e S ST ea T WS

/LRI e v ath L RART N oI a " B '
S, DTDURLIULY CIYUDETre 1M ONNSEONT, A LEITD,

JOHN storms olff down the sircet, The UICIIN fcllowvs,
serambling to offer tho shelter of hia pathetic umbrello,

The roin engulfs ther,

INT, SESTERS! TOTE) RGTH, WIGHT,

LAT4A is sobbing, tryving fo contrel lierseli, Lut still
sohbing wiile [IFPATIICR comforts her with a mothexly arm,
WEZNDY pours a tot of whisky from an old fashioned travelllng
flask, She puts it in frent of LAURA's wose and LAURAL
pradually controels herself,
WENDY

Now vou just drink that sirsight

baglk. BGeotland's finest, Ialtd

whisly, o cheap alrolinls

jusf the pure grain ol malt

distiiled inte highland vhisky,

LAURA sips ot 1

o

You raw all the way haera, child.
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ITHT, STECRINY UOTDL 85°0M, WILH. cenld.

LAURA noda, Tt HDATHILZ con'ih seae.
HEATII S0
Did wou¥

AU

Yas,
IEATISR
Yes, .
LAURA sdips apgain,
HSATHER

You noddzd the first tims, id
you? .
HAATIIER -
Itfs easy to fé:get.
LAURA looks slowly round at HCATHER
Thera ara tears streaning from the sightlsszs Lluc
' LAUA
Gla LV samaey, T4 856 S0NTYeewn
WENDBY tut—tuts in the bacliground,.
WEWDY
She's o regular tap. She can
turn the watervorlts on ar ofl
at the dreop of a hat, - Self-
pity, that!s all it i=.
UEATHER wipes her oves.
ILSATHER _
My emetions wera stirred by this
child's condition. S=21if-pity had

nothing wvhatever to do with 4it,

T

LK
i
"

YIRS .

WENDY replenishes LAUIA's pglass, HEATHIRN holds owt her

own ampty gilass on heardng the souad of jouring.

WisNDY {to LAULL)

o
1§

This is tho inducargnit o 1
emotional condition,

She pours n tot,
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I
|
5€.
|
ST, BNETEAS' IOTOL LN HLUET, contd.
HEATHER
T dantt dvan likes thoe studil.
Tlut she drinks 1% as il she did,.
CUT TO:
Tal. VENTCE STTUNT. HNICHTE, .
In LOWSF 30T aill that can be SQEu'moving over a dilstant '
bridge 1z the brightiy coloured umbrsila, The rain atill .
ensiirouwds the city, JOFN iz wallking slover now, his angnso '
subsilding. Quite svddenly e stoewns in hiis traclkes.  The
URCHEIN hos te dash baclk two paces 4o reep hiim covered, h
JUHEN stares dovyn inte the bov's eyes, The URCHYXN orins i

beelz, puzzsled, .
JOr
I must be avecliutely out of my
hand,
TNEHTE
Siznor?
JOLUH
Leaving her with those...
JOIIN stayes inte the davknesa frem whenee he has sone, tThen
he locks down at e woy again, e reachas i hils pocket
and pulis ocut three notos, o starts fo toite one off— ond
then gives all three to thz boy in o sudden gesture ol
caompassion, Nolt walidng to He thanked JOIN dasbes Wwacl
onn his faotsteps, across ths bridre, lack ftowards the poansion
The UNCIIN loolks at Gl ~rast amount of meoney 1o his hands,
then he malies o gesture whiech 1s interncoticonal and rmeoans

simply 'vou must be off vour hezad'. That is thz cxtant of

iz gratiiwde.
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TN, SISTERGT Noost 71 BCTEL, @I, cooed,

u'd trv ark

WERDY is 1im

1 kY i s

!
The 3JT3TINSG do noit replyd

AT, CLUIMETRR HYSTomsSt HoTeLl, NTEIT,

JOHUK stares up at the shuottered windows. Tiien he stans
intg the doeorway and pushes tontatively at the Trent deor,
It opens inwards with & groean. JOEN enters gandiekly,

e, WALLWAY, SISTRAS' MOPRL, WTGHT.

Thers 45 a amall dosk with a light on, whiclh sexves Tor
receptiocn, Put the=re 45 notv 2 soul in the plaga, 7
1z a DPell which JOMW thunps. NMothing., He thuwmps 34 agsin,
Stil1l mofhing.

Ha pgaouss beliind the des’t and opawns the guest book, ruaning

his flogers down thoe list, There are no room numbers azainst
then. Anyway, e realises he doesn't kneoewr thedir nwnes.

He closes the pook again, and ftries the ball onco move,
Nathing. .

¥ith great hesitancy, he malios his way to the

Lottom of tlis

stairs and starts to climb.

INT, HODET, Coeaninci, HIOST,

The corridor is dimly lit aud the houso is in avsolufboe

silence. Thoe threadbars carpet smuflfles JOLW's footflfall=,

=
Cy
1
L
-
2
o

He reacsiies tlhie first door aud stops. e is alent

then realises the time, glanciay at bdis woalch, It is o
littls lato to o Lneoecking on the wrour door, '
Ilo hexdz down, wevings o look iwv tlhe wayhnle, It i

LR

type vou can 850 Fron’u, So e dries to lisden,
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INT. HOEBL CORTINOR, CIIGT. ooakd,

A man's wvoice from ehis dnside of the »cow, then & girvlish

Eiigla. Urong room, iie goes fe theo oext.

i

o listans. )
Swiddenly e door next aleng the corrildor burste onen and n
large MAM appears (rom the bathroem vearing a Jdwzssing gown,
JCILY straipghtens amd fumbles with his tie, movinn aweawr,

Tihe HMAN eowss to tha door at whideh 1z hazs Just aen liztazv:‘r.;"i{::
talkes aut a key and lests himseld in., Tut he doesn't cloce it
He Jjust stands thwre, storing aft JOIHN writh narrowad
suspiclous eves,

JOHN smiles and nods, Then moves of? dowa the corridor,

When he gets about tan yafds Suriher o, ha sfnps 21nd looks
haclc,

The MAT is still staring at hin.

JORY talkos a Lew paces more and dizcavers that there is
noevhere for him toe go, hut back past Lhie MAN,

Thre M4l tuelss ds Lead beecl inte the eos and oxalls o uoon,
Thares 1is a muttersd coeounszultatdion in Itelian and a2v sven

bigger AN appaars in pyjianas.

JOHN reaches the tep of theo steirs when a powerful vodice

calls out Dahind liim,
' VOICE
Hey!. Alto! Alto-lat! Ladro!
JOHN ﬁausas and loclis baglc.
JOIIY
T.v.T wes leooking for Sohl2oNe .. ..
Buit the two large 37 start down the stairs after him., They
mean business.,

JOIN taltes the hetizr part of valoer and dashes out the ddoor,

BT, OUDGINE SEGTENSY HOTEL, TG,

JUIN duelis inte au allevway, The two MHUN stund for & wmonany
on thie stens, then go pael into Lo ponsion,

JOHN leoelzs anout.

Oppesite tho deoor of Lhe pensieon iz a suall ar, still opmit.
Ila hoads lfor 1G.

. L
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Ya, IT. AR, LITOUT,

Only a few customars left., JOEET oerders a drianic and sidis

where ha can sae thz door of thz ponsicin,

5. INT, SISUERsSt HOrSL RooM, MICIHT,

The atmosphere 1s electrlc, MEATHIR is 1 a kiafd 6f

trance, Her knuelilss are white, gripuing the chair, her

breath comez in short moans, fer wh wle Lody tremniles

viclentiy.

LAURA sits ¢a the fleor in a half-lmecling pesition. Hor

cyes close for gecouds at a tine as 1F praying. Put wvhen

open she watchoas the old woman like & hawl,
WENMDY sits, alert and watenful in a straight cliair near
Lar sister,
HEATIIER
raaedolin. it is Johu!
LAUREA Beams to stop -reathing,

TS T
sacw Sl

O, . w0l o o 7256 0 s

YeS.sa¥lBauw!
It 1s ldlkte a elimpax. With a deop convulsive shuwidering

thie moaning stops end HIAT/IUR graduslly returns Lo hewx

conposure, Tiere is a long, leng silence,

 TPinally HISATHEDR getsz out of her chalr and starts te cros

the reom rovoards LiAUNA.
HEATHET
Laura?
LAURA
I1'm here,
CTIIRR crosszes wantil her fumbling hanas Gouch LalllAts
outstretehed fingers. HIATIIEN talkes yhURﬁ‘s arMs in @

sirong grip. Her pale staring oyes ave rumuning with tao

Whant,,.ci? she say?

ss

fi
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TET, STSTIRST o7y, 7oy, IEeT, ooosd,

HIATHED suddenly, convulsively, clutehes LAURA to Dher Losom,

LAURA 15 overwholmed by the suwddon and frightening strength

of this sfirange woman,
. LATRA

Wiiat did zhno saw?

Exr, nULSTHT STz i3t NoTEL, WIGHT,

JOHN Loalks out through the misted gliamss of the bhar window,
He sees LAUNA emerging freow the hoitel, M2 runs out.
LAURA stops as she saes JOHT seming across the streetl,
JOIUN stopa o fewy yvards Tfrom her, Tien LAURA runs to him,
falling dnto his arsis, '
Relief; uniom, forgiveness, They Lisa. JCHN wouches
hia wife with awed tendermess, LAURA drawa bhack, loocks
into his face, and smiles.

CUT TCi

e e Ay - T AT R A | T AT
It T I o A T T e S S PO

They both stand at the ond of the hed in the darkness.
Thef are engaged in a2 private ritual. First JOIH removes
an article of LAURA'Ms clothing. Tha:n she removes an aritials
of hls. The gawe is5 sensual and simple, The filtersa
moonlight through tihe open windowa gFives their sidins a
glow of warmnth., It iz still raining outside, They wall
softYy, without emphasis of any kind in their wvoieces; their
gentences tail off as Aif constricted by saxual auticipsticn.
JOLH
I got vory scaved for wyou,
LAURA
I was all right.
JOI
I'm overdrunlc.
LAURA
Ovarmdrunle?
JON :
‘Foag ruicn.

Fauvag,
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CTT MIRROOM, MIGITD, oongd,

LAULZA
Narling, the Hlind ome -
Meaiher = the ona who'!s psychice..
shz went into a troazmce whils I
was fthare,
SOOIy
Try to concoutrate,
LAURA
Jomm, try to listen to me,
JOIM
I'm concsntrating,
LAURA
She said zrour 1life was in
. danger. Here in Venice.
Johnmts lifte, John's Jife....

that's what she kept sayving.
Tiho wownds mre Thiowlly Seieizaviag a-od Levieg ailocy on

JCHN's aloohol-socoked braln,., LAURA movas

v

away aslizhtly
Lafors Iin gan rasove ler fiﬁal Larmonts,
LATRA
Wo'lve got to get ous of Venice,
Darling, plecse.... I'lecase liston
to lrer, TiHls a warninz,
JOHE groans arid fthrows himsslf on the Hed, The moad is
shattored, Lut LAURA dis Llasisteut, ceressing him, kissing
im, rying teoe force him to unflergtpnd thie danger.
| LAURA
Johunt T4 wes Christine again,

Trying to wars us, WVelye mat Lo

lenva,
JOHE suddenly sits upriohi, svzeping her oside

JOIIH
Godamm »ishitt, On the Tirst bond
RGO i

LAMA closes hor eves ia relisl
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INT, TaigIlt JIOTEL  SDReni, WIGHT . coentd,
' | JCIN |
It isn't my life that's in
donger, XTH's @y soodilfy. Tatll
lowve all risht, Thanks fer tho
vacation,

He flings himself undsy the bedcovers aud bariss his head

beneatlls the pillow.

LATRA renains en the end of the Led, staring iate the alpghs

aky, Listening to the rain paliing down,
BLOW DISSOLVID:
‘The Tain has stopped, A tolephone rings. And rings. Aand
rings. Tt scunds distant, but its very insistzice Tinclly
rouses JHIN rom 2 deep uncenciowsness. s Zand propos
1o DBedside and lifts the bedosover oil o cheipr, The
phone s underseath and it ds rTinginag thinly, '
LAULA valtes with o start,
LATLTA
Johnt
JOHY lias the phone.
JOHN
MHallof., «Hdallo?
LAURA looks v her waten,

LAGRA .
Wiiat is dt, John? o is
JOTTN

-
rl

Ttt's Unieoland,

LAVHRS 1is wide owolve now aod sitding uprist.

PRI
ha? Wihio o dn REY
: JO5I

3

Foconti mnowy fopr Oodls ginke!

AU valis nd o tha ritarrr ona 5imoanoe o sladte Lhg ot T
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iRl PCUEREN HOCOT. TUIOnCOM, ITLGHT. eornitd

PUERATON (distont)
YTour call to Venico, ..

JOHE
Hello?

_ OPERATCR (distort)
Just a nomsut pleaso.

JOMN ' ‘
Operator, where is this coll
from ploasea’?

 OPERATOR (distext)

Frem iugland, Just a wmoment
nlease.
" J OH?‘.

Whare in fogland,..?

The line goes dead, JCUN pouvrs o drink of water sand hands

1t nutomntieally o LATIA vho Trinles, wasasas Lh Deelr To him,

ifinally the phore eactivates,
HDAMMASTER {on plions)
Hello,..MNr. Iiaxter?
Joon
Tes.
HEALNASY
Anthony Dahbzge, hoadoesiar of
TForton Schcol,
JOIN

Yose.ss

LG, T, MOADNASTRNYE STUSY, 2OWTON Souool,, STeRT.

The HEARILETER, an urbare forty yoors oid man, holds up
his hand Ter guiet. Thoera is a sense of uwrgency about the
whole reoopt., Tweoe cenlor POLECEMEN supervise oporations,

A larze map 1o carcfully piupeiunted. Au Ammy HNAJOD ds An
confercihce on ancther pllione whlle his X/C oparates a '
walkis=inlliie modic, Ouisido; t]'trov_:'_;h the wiundoy, aan e
goan sovernd ool voehicles and o helicopter, bntpud RIS I AT

licht of temmorery Sloodlipshiing.
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Lool: fthere's ne immeriiate cause

Tfer alerm; HWr. Basifoer, but 1 Telst

you ouzghs to be dinforised at this

stagse.

JOHN's »aply from the othier end of the line is muffle-d.

The LIATEASTIA goes on
Iq—-.l'h jl-\S:‘ 1?.
Uhm, the thing ia that Ttm

efraid your son is one of three

boys uhim missing frem the school,

They appear to have soant the uight

. cul = theoy got senarated from &

sclicol expzdition = and there's a

full scale search goinyg on ad thils

vory ranent,  Yew theswrlsre onlyr rmaen

wmissingy & few Lours up to now bt

ultn we Telt you ousxht £0 ENoW.reeo

LT, WI-TICH TPy, BLDRI0N, NI,

LAURA gprabs the phone Crom JOHN,
AURA
I'm coming bLack, I'1l1l Le on the

first plones in the nmorning.

Then she tihirows tlhe recoiver Tacl: of JOHN ang lat=aches

Itersell un ta got droessad,

INT, UISADMASTEORNS STINCY, ronToN Serianl, SIsn,

Cups-of toa are beliny =orved,
" i SADMASTER
Hellnfrfnxter? Sorry. YWhat was
that?
SNy {dintort)

oY wWile,, sPlang,,.v E\'I:"E:LIJ.“.

The ITHUATRLAETED medtes a Toes: can't hedr a thdng,

Ty

SOTADNASINIR

Well, lecw, fthere it di= Mr, Taxtbtor.

G,
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IHT, JLZATRAS

""l‘! ] - [ e et ™ TR - LA RN
T oA LA [!. ;JQII.F'-JJJ'T .J‘J-EOI}I.'«

FUOIUT,

coilidd .

HEADMASTER (e

Sure everyihingtll turn oui

ontd}

rignt., But wou can bLe cep

that everyiliing noess

don@ at this vary monme

He listens as JOIIY seys something,

INT. VEITCHD

HIEADMASTIR

Ho,..,to0, 1ii's guiie m

iblie 3

o3 t.

iid .

The

-forecast is a spot of rain but

the helicaeptars can k

in almost anything she

HOTRL BEDNOOM, HIGIT,

LAURRA is half-dressed,

completas thwe phone call,

Ilo hangs up.

O resSpOIIsn,

A DPause,

He slamz tlio
to LAULA angd

LAURA i3 out

JLIN

gep searching

sesha’™ll e with rou tomorTow

MOTNing,s «¥es, . thot’s

oy

rt of fog.

wildly packing a suiteasoe as JOMNIT

wind. ..

thanls you ir. Babbaige...zZoodbvae,

Punps the recelwver up

J’DIHE

Gat e tha airport,

JOIN

ancd d&wn until he #ots

Well, when do they come on

phone down and stunblss out

tries o hold h=zr, colm

LAURA

Darling he said he's sur

aduty’?

ol

hor,

everyilidng will be all righ=.

Jehnaie can't =tav lo
lonm,

off control,

zt fer

Led,

Croscscs
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MiEr, VWITLOR WONITL BTN, MLOMNT, couitd,
Lallis

Ha said! =t may tura out ajll

cright for hiw! I‘;? ilost one

child in tizz last bw; moniths,.

T'm not molng to loge.,..to

1loS8es vs
She -burats inte racling solbs of tefrur mord nnsuinlhi.
JOHN grosses to heor Lzdside taidla and £90ds o tofttle

pills, e takes cut twoe and returns vich a g£lilnzs of

-

LAURA has repzined some control, She shodtes ber head

the proffcred pills.
JOUH
Ceme on, it'll help.
Sh» shakes he=y hiead again,
JOT
Dontt ba o w il
LAURA
No Jonn!

S5he smashes the glass out of his hond.

[
ks
Yy
el
o
o+

The shattoring of the glass seama o have the

a

giving LAUHL back her poise. 3She stares ol it
5

ﬂl-
o
)
ih
Lyl
| -
ey

The crystols of glass glind in the carpot!

Like a Lyvpunotic obicct.

iy

piie.

LATRA touches the glass with her bare fcot, ftouating it.

Then she looks at JOHIY guite calmly.
LAY,
I'm sorry.
JO
Clcay. Lere.

o gives her the pills,

I'11 get anothoer #lass.
He turps to the bathroom. LU dreps vhae pills
doliberately into thoe brrokoin hluzns, Iles sodoo 3o

contrall=-d nouv atd low,
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JITT, SRUNCE ECWUL TUDMCON, MTOETT, contd.

LATA

The ajirport's elosed I talile 1%,
Jolx {(off)}
They opezn in an .hour.
LATMLA
. T'11l o see thia hofel nanagyei.
Helll help,.
John (returning)
Laura, itts five a.m.
LAUTA
Our only child may Le dying.
JOHI! gives her the wvater, which she drinks swithout

roforence %o the pills,
]

+

bird?'s nesc a.fd. s ves

Latia
That was the warnrinz. You know
thait, donft you? Christine was
trying o waras us abouv Johnnie,
Not vou, That's wihyr we had Lo
leave Venice., She,,..ct0ldiessVBaaes
Tha words are lefv floatiag on the eirp, JOIN is decldeod
Dy somothing in LAURA's tone, Ia puis on 2 wrap el stoxts
for the door.
SO

Lrll walke The wionagemT. *
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LAURA crogsas the lobbhy coarrving a g:nll frovellins caze,

As shea Teachos the desls JOHUIHT furmns o Moy wHbly o smile of

ﬁ._..__-af

fonint encouragenant,

. __D*E’Ih

Fries

i of
e e T TP SRURER S L

Ju [ Rt e i e e Iy P aJ-f-"-:

L3 geTtoing crovded Witk

COTVENTIONLERS treparing ‘LD lezve, Thodir luggare in
wiles, tlheir wvoices shrill, Ilizir traveslling clothes lilke

nothiing less than party cloihnoes,
JOHN taikes LAVIAL's hiand,
Jlﬂ-
Five mimutes, <darling. IL*1L

2o all right.

axre Car oehind now,  Only
thhe dull flatness of woica spolion din wvhen there is nothing
morae that ecan e done.,
ia
Yonu'll driwve to “ilan
JOIW
Yes, Affor L'v: soen Llne sits, _
Silanve, Porhwaps reproach thas Dz stiould thinls of uasinrss
at o time like thils,
' JOM3T

Tl ot tie cor oo bhio Tradin
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LT, JNIOTTL §LO7

69,

IBY. DAY, contd,

LAURA turns, looks at itinm daeeitly.

LiUTA
You could always stoy hers,
Vaift until T led 301 HNowW....
what hanpens,

JORE

Yo, I'm loaviar,

Ha fouches his wallat, : )

- JOIN
I've paid the cheacl,

LAURA nods. Tiho reason for lecving isn't that »rosaic,

but tharet!s nothing to be added,

.

They wateh the nmilling CONVIENTIONEXEHS togother. Thew

lgolk forlorn,

izolasted and grey. The CAISRA TTHACHE AVWAY

nuntil they are lost in the swisrl of npeopls,

Zal. HOoMEL O

fra- I CAMAL,, DAY,

LAURA 43 loaliing round as JCIHN corries har cmses,

A spacial otorbeat wails, with a laughing crowd of tourist

An Englilsh CLI

TREYHAN comes up, ubbing his lands,
CLERGYMAY . .
M!  Haha! Qur lasft Lird of

passage, [ presuns,

Ho shakes handa with LAUZA.

CLERGYNAY
411 rather sad, of coursa,

The el of the holiday.

e loalks round, They don'i loeclk sad at all,

CLIRGY:IAY

Tut a happy houlecering,

JCEN ctrugzsless ubha

s b3

CLENGYILAN
It jnst ac smorry we hoven'id

eoom Uor your ittty on our charier,.

5
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BAT. BOTST, ON (AND (UL, TaAY.

Rl

conbd,

Ha leans forward censpiratorially.

CLIASTI AN

How de remeaber — if aiyonz asks -

you'lre to say voeu ape & full

nenlxar

of the Univergal Uruth Sccicthy,

AL
It's very kind of wvoud. .,
CLOTGTMAT
Mo anathosr werd, dear lady.
Re turns and ralses his roics, . .
| CLEAGYAN
All #ward, friends!
LATURA turna to JOHI,
LATURA
Geoodbye, darling. FPFhone me
woanipglit,
. JUTI
T owill,
She kisges him avd waves ac she Troards,

He watcues, Teeling ratihier leozt as the Loat

FXT., DPIICHTZ Tooim 1Y Gl G4 TAL, DaY,

The life of ¥Venice flows inte action across

7,

Pulls avaiy.

gy

TG

the co;als as

the sun rises highsr. It is going o ™e a ailiflinr hot

day, JGIN is on the phons and we can hear it

ringing, ringing Finally it is answered,

exchangod,. JOIUIN is clearly not satisfied.

a Ffew Ttimesa., JOIIN hangs up and stens ous of

wallis rapldly o a vaparosioteo sbtage

ERT

S SAL CAGETTO I.H.ﬂk'_""f— sr*.u' A

JOIM pays off » hout aud Lowsds ws the shens
chuireiy in the bBaciioround,

Hoa pets to vl freont door,

-l

Seore words

e hear

ringing,

1Gres

the haotlh.

Lowreds

the

oI

ool

)
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DT, GAU QHICONTA TADINE STAst, DAY, santd,

Huddlad, halfl

sl2an gzainst Lhe door sits ALLEIRTOD,

3 \

WORLHAY,
JOHH comas 15,

ALDE RTD stirs

xR

.

Allberte — I'n terrilly SolT™Voa.

and looks up. YMe loglks really rough,

L-.- }JR - G

Im? Whot? Ah,..Uf.,, what's

.

chae tima?

JOI plances ot his ateh,

JOI

Lid, 4 ;o111 rast SeTVED.

ALBEATO ruba hi=x face.,

NN
ALTERIDO

I've :een herea since a quarter

to s5ix.

Hilg Tage is thae pleture of injurad dignity.

TITE, SAM GUITOET TRAY,

The churceh is

colour and convtrasst, 4L greal dome towers over the central

TIATG .

The churehh bLins

Vonice! aud tharo is a cemant mixer, =zeveral nzaswveing

devices, laddo
a scafifolding

dOIEEG -

Az the front Joovr opzas and the footszteps aclio arc

.empty chiurch,

interivr,

anormous, illed with light ang siadow,

3
(]

an

o fealing of MHuild we must for a erunbling

s eve,. JIn the centre, oddly out eof ploce

structure reacnes on spindly leps into thie

rants ol sunlighit spwny ncross

chim dusaty

ungd the
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72,

T, 547 GRIGONTO, DAY, conid,

JOI, ALBERTO awnd the WONK!NAN eunter. Their womxds con just
be heard over the hooning scund of {he door opening and
closing behind thewm. |
' JOHN
«esna50 Laure Tlew Lacle thia
ﬁorning early, I'11 get {he
car on the train Terry tonight,
ALDINTO (-Pw: secupPlad }
of course, of course, I there's
anyihing I can do. . ek i
iﬁgﬁhﬂﬂ&g-m-i.
JOMY

Itm sure evaryiliing'll Le oliasr...
Theilr VOICZES fleoat on the eaptiness of ¢the groat church,

ALBIRTQ' {hm'ﬁ, Yo what ne .wi")

But vou will have timg €to give no

Altey : L anfem
o pure lind oy rc:ortz SARLESN N A ST ERL T,

. Féo vl Lige i “Fpas .
Thay satop at the foot of the scalffolding, underiwath ftue

doma. _
Ia LOYNG Sif0T they lool insdgnificantly small,
| JOMN |

Holl yes, that's whet I'a haoxo for.

They sterc upwards, _
JOIN

Itd hettax have & lool.
reol P,0,¥. HIGH TN 3CAPFCLDING. JOHH starts climbing tla
ladder. Tt sways in and cut with his weight, lowre or less
only his head and shoulders can be seen,

C.U. ALEEZRTU stares up. 'l calls out,

All rightt

JOIN's VOIST comes faint.,

JOTIN

Gura,
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55, TW0, FATEHI ON S0ATMLDING, DAY,

The WORIIAR and JGHE are svauding on a plank placviozn

whiat srems to be abouf a thonsand feet up,., O goursa

iz nothing 1iko this, but the proaxiwity of the wallas,

greet windows axd he chasm beieath thew gives that imp

The sun 5t11) siants seress the mosaic, whielh is
then. t lights 1t bHrilliantlsy, plolting out slia
brilliant veds.

JOUN smeems not to mind heishts in the least. Ile

and dowa the platform as 10 at central station,

He fturns to the YORKHMAN,

SO
. ¥We have to pet downm o bit.,

The WORLKMAY avpzars net tv understaud,
Ile poldnts deown to the moszeig,. .
Jorn N .
Down,. Peco vrofundo.
The WORKMAY's face lights in & suile.
] TOIGAAR
AkR!' 5i)
He meoves aloag the platform do the nmiddle pedint,

he gesturas,

JOMlts P,Q.¥., A& eradle, like thos2 used to wvaint

Just

1

Thaen

tail

T35

H
]
in
L
b‘n
b

bulldingzs, is slung below, An ablong, Loxlike struciture,

sustended on yopes which zun ever ualieys and urs then

secursly tied teo the gcaliolding.

JOIn
Okay, You wind wme down?

He mimes again.

e

Tha UORRKMAT nods, still showing & lot of testlh,

0
JOUN climos gingerly dnte thwe vox, 1t lias sides up to

about his waist.
He turns ond gives the thuasbs up =sipgn.
The WORNIAY moves To the pulloer swvaiom aswd lrawlds

The bax storts wo dencond, swoolns sUlosictly,

a1 4

A Loxpe ot stachs mavioage slovly up Ghe oullas wircol,

TOD
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TIXT, BTG OM S0LTTPCLDENT, LAY, contd,

A shout from below, _

ALBann

VYa bene?

THE OWRIIIAN leawns over and wavas,

WORTHAIY

5i, aignor,

The Inot reaches tle pullsy vieesl, and is Just net going
to pget aﬁer it, It slips, then the raopo comss off,
The hox,
Now only effectively lLeld by one ropo.
Ons end drops lilie = ston» abwout six Toot.
Wiith a wild moftion, JOIN Chrows hinmself towards the good
rope, Jjust reaching div. Iz clings on. Thors i1s nothing
wanealth him but bthe swinging, piroustting box.
JOUN's P.O.V. The cathiedial fleoor spinning aad vadrling
ils mad clroles Sur Lelew hing
ALBENTO's face, terrified,

The WORILLVII'S face, terrified.

- JOHIf, his eyes slwuat, helding on,

The WCORIGIAN leaps for the pulley ond etarts to haul,
Very carcefully indead,

The box starts To crealk upwards, But as it does so, zoll

the edditional weight novw oo one side only, the secaffolding

to whielh it is attached storts to sag alaraliagly.
JOIN's fingers cluitell the rope, a triekly of blood between
the krnucllzs, .

Tha entiro secaffeclding is sagging to ihe lefE,

A belt shiears off with a tzaring metallic SCUTL),

Tha bLox lurches. The howling SOUHD of wind ond sraraing.
The WORISEAN lashes tha pullsy to a cross=tis amdd ssoris

to move to the lavidar, zvay rom doaarsr.

JOIN launches ilmsoelf inte svace. Girashes intoe whe wadin

lLody of thz scoffoldlitrn, Thare is o ftarrills toorio s
craciciar SGNIN,  jars of sceaffolding »luongo po Giie rmvnungd,

Thie WOUENAIT iz scroamblineg to saseiy belor,
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Torir, TR GN ICATICLETIVG . TIAY, Contd,

JOHN stonddcs hinscld on iidbody nod mowes wvary singserly o
tho ladder odge. Thz scaffoelding aweyes unzasily. JCIET 4=
whiitae and shaking, shocked bajyrond responsa o hig -
tarrifving situation,
ALREERTOD seves fovward, impoitiut to help yet desperuie to
glve heln
JOMM hos reached tlhie ilnddering and movaad lilte a cat to
gase his weight off the eross bars and onte tle ladder,
Vary gradually'he eiiihers doﬁn to the Jirust platforn.
Mhan to the naxt plaitforn. “Then the peuawnltimate platform,
At each one the souffolding gives a 1ittle, Matal Lolis
shoar off and smash to tie gronnd. et fiaally, inersdil)y
JOMM reachas the pgrowad, ALDERTD {ugs his sonoulder snd
drags him te the aafety-cf tihiz anltrunce portico,
The unearthly S0UNE of the child and tho ﬁiﬁﬁ fode azg JOiT.
buries Lis iace 1a hiis hands, Pinally lhe loolis up again,
shalres liis head o Tfraae himseld from- the pamowy and aflecus
a grin at ALDORTO. -
JOTi
My life insurance compmany
Fot the fright of 1its . lifs up thero,
ALBERTO relaxes vigilbly, smiling and squeesming JOINI's
shoulder in affirmation of hiz lile,
ALBERTO
YTou noed a drinl,
STOITN
Tnbolievazla.
ALDIRTO wusbers him to the graat oain doors of the echurgh,
Jomn
Ttts really ridiculens = but last

nishit wy wife wvaoc = warned - I was

ALEZRTG shoores at JOIN with o studdzn reopact, o noviagcn do

foar.

Cire doors amro opocaad @d Gthey walln dnbeo blre bursiing oosli oo

outsile,

|
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56.EXT, GULSEDN SAT GUanonIo, DAY,

Once outsides they sitirt tho mnchinﬂry and start to haod
tovwards tne bridgeo. Mat JOIN pausos.
JOUE
Soerry. Ltd just like to sit
. down a mizute,
ALTLERTO is all soiiclitousness, JCHN sits on the low wall
facing tho canal and ALLIUTO joins hklm,
ALBZRTO
I will lhave the Liizhor sue the
contractor for avely peony,. He
will do no more westoration worl
ior us, e 3 : -

JOF gr.{ns a little,

JOI
It's ockav..s0lka¥eaeo
Suddonly e DMOGMHADT swefacas wATh o osploslhh in the sanal

beside them, Tiien anciher poPs_Lp.

i e - i e —-,-L—u-.—--ﬂ-: =

e 2L g Bey dorng 7

Fajppeyeiomrprisaiad. 0 M T A L L T AT WL L

s AT L T
P Y
- - 1 v . "l ™ H T il
brna . R L R R o o e ey o an ey S R S L e T e iy i el

A Umuﬂ'n Lﬂ-h lf\.s

Pulﬂ. sl
He steops and they wallk baclk,.
ALLRERTO

Those are rolice Trogman,
ils points to where a police launch rides at anchowr, wuuckoed
ﬁp gne of tue snaller conals. He raises his voice nod colliz
across to the police loaunceh in Luatian,
WLENTO (u... I'I"n-tm-m )
{(What are you logidng foxr?)

A snhouvltad arswer comas bacek To thent,



e

L

LR

T cam A ML e e . ke a0

N e T

[,

EAT. GUPSYIAT HA7 G ubonll, aY, coinbd,

ALLZUTO moaltes & face,. Is gplauvces aob JOHE.
ATDETTO

A body, A woman missing from

one of the houscz, They thinlk

it could bo the work o0f.cevss

He fumbles for a word.

ALBERTO
The cramy man. 1The,..zaniac.

JCHN
What maniac?

ALBERTO
There 1s a maniaec in Venice.
He has Lkilled many pecpls,

The whole eity is terrified,

prayding o dilviune

last woek — and

e KmﬁgvﬂTm 77/
N

1

A LTLREQ }g},
T am myy Iteldien first. A priost i
s S g o Tzl

JOON dis watehiing the wmud bubbles from the camal,

_ JORY
God = smell that mnud, _
ST PROCGHEY have vanlshed and now ane pops
vells <o the boatl.
ALIIERTO

They hoves fTowvnd hor.

up omado ool
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4 BLen_the sthota ettr—les—terprifiod,
ALBon?0 cont)

You do not read the papers?

JOHN answers wilith e touch of asperiiy.
JOHN

I've had qulite enough btad news

in my family recently. Without papers.
ALBosTU

0f course. Forgive me. Une forgets.
JOEN
Does one.
SR e wa dellng~the bubblos—eteT

(et o QS'f¥fLH
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57.

TXT. QUESIDE ST cR22G03Y0, 1Y

Ll * R

The FROGHAW vapishes.
JOd
Lét‘s oo,
Tut they both stand absgluively Lypnotised.
ALTER2TC
) fes. Come on,

But they both stand {thare,

TE

The water orupts with a swirl of mud. Then suddenly thore

is o body, filthy, lolling face up in the watewr,

is a red and broevn gash,

Thz

Then the PFROGHEN ere there with 1it, towing it towaxds

lsunch,
' JOIV
Jesus Christ.
The FROGMEN seent elated Ly thelr appalling find,
izush tozothar chioerilys,

TRT, BOTEI, -uDREQL, AT,

A MATD is bLusy cleaning amd chonging the sheetds.

comeEs in.,

The MATID looks up and spenls In halting_English.
HATD

IT'm sorfy...0Uut za2t Gés afteTe.s

midday.

) JOINT

Yag, I wou't bo a4 minute,

Iilsg auitcase stands opoer on the Tac!te

iIo goes to the cupboard, opens ift, 1I& is ampiy,

He scowls and loolkzs about, .

Tig clotlies have heen hicunpad on o chair.

He stuffs them without coxoniony intoe hvis case,

Then poes to the hathrocen,

Lihroeoat

tlie
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60,

61,

JHT. DATHROON, DAY,

IIn collaocis his rﬁzor kit and opeoins the cunboard hoeliind

the mirrer.

Te grins iroenically.

It is full of LAUNA's thinga = pewder, foco ocrman;
tocthpaste, nnil polisl:,

e takes his sponge Dag and scoops them all 4in,

He 1s about to go out, when he noftices thwe laundxry baslet,.
He opens it, The sace gxrin,

He roeashes 1n and talkea cuft a nightie and some uﬁderclothes,

L B

1=

Theia he faels sortething odd. Ile talkass i cut. It

-~ b

crumpled phoetoegraph, JHe wnscramhl::
it pently. It is a phoﬁograph of LARA, coumpled and
disterted Ly somoona’s attenpi ta deastroy i+, JONT

flattens it cut . sessmte

77, HoTRy, LoETY. D%Y. i \

JOIB waits woile a Yoy caxrribs his bans from ohe

olavator, The HAVAQ SR a:lcears go say geoodiye,
' MAT{AGUR

Soryy £0 53¢ you yo; tlr, Taxter.
They shalka handz,
FAJAGR

You axa talljing thdg t@aint
JOHN shakes hia head, .

s JoHT

:
The DPOITEN passos hip. iﬁth a 1&5t nod te The PLETAGEI

JOIIN follours. "

Yiy caxl's o the matalznd,

EXT, LASDING STARS P04 HOPST,. DAY,

The ICHTIER londs the bags saxpertly ento = weitdag vapolrstio.

JOMY vips i, thon finas o placse in tho bovs,

“The vaporettoe swings oway Trom the laadiag singe.

S WARRATPTL SN O0TATIY DA CTAT,, A,

— L p—

L3 o4 Lhe bous of ihe Tont Munchaod ovam lvis brioinn..

JCIT sd
and trying te scordille a Tew noteos. The papers blow uadew

]
i

L)
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LXT, WARGRIOTO QN CoATD cATIAL, BIAY, contd,.

his hands and he deren't Lift nis pan From ths page Sor
foar he'!ll lose the papew,

Tha wvaporztto is slmost ciepty in the aftsrnoon hoeat,
JOIIN finally decides to give up the unegurl siragogle auad
nocliets his pen carefully, Then ho folds the papers and
slips fhem into his briefcase; raraving the kayvs to his car
at th= sam= time. e chacls these ir his methodicnl mannst
and peckets ther. TFinally he has completed all the Little
exercises a2ad snaps his briefcase shut befors atanding up.
But Ira frezzes in mid-movemant;

Among the busy canal traffic is a rrivate hiro launch
heading towards hiwm and coming from the opposite direction.
In the hows of the launell stand three people. LAURA,
locking distraught; her hoir uvlowing in the wresze, And

the wwo old STISTZRSE on either side of her, Thay seen to o

taliiing cnrmortly o ter, prochicealls qripeine how Lulveoen
hrewm,

JOHN serasbles across tihe Lenches of the vaporeito ag the

T

tiwo boats pass, _
Aad there 4is no deubt., Xarely ten yvords frem wimy LAUDA
and the tweo SISTERS, staring emplily ahcad,
In a wmomant, JOHW is fighting his way bacle through the lody
cf tho traporetto to the starn,
e throws himsell against the stern rail violeanfly, Tho
vaporettos meve fast and although he can still sealLAURﬂ
and the S5ISTEIAS they are now =zome forty vards past,  JOIIT
cups his haonds, '

JOITH

Lauva! Laural!l

Tut the hont turias into o sida canagl and is lost frow sipgho,

o sits clown, lost in thousirt; puzzlemont, olmost angsre

erogsing ids foace. Wiiat dn hell dis she deling thzre.
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62,

63,
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ool WATORSLTO ON oRaiDy CAMAL, DAY, contd,

Tha vaperabtte turns into a guay,

In a second lie has decicded. e loaps up, fighbts iy woy
to tha luggage area and talkes his suitcaese, houdiang fom
the axlit.

EXT. LAVDING NTAGS. 1AY,

Ile thrusts his ticliat ot the colli~ctor, whe glaicoa at it
and frowns ,c‘-ﬁ-l..luol am‘t' =hy To’h.«u .

, COLLECTOR A
61 o, ViAL SCENUes8 meoun . E LA Fevasts
'J Ee 8B
Prorsima .
Mo.... JO3IN ("'-' 'L'"tNJi‘ w-idwanméa )

i
Hﬁ T
— s "--n_n--
————

Ed

e pushsa past the line whiting to get on,

Lugging Mis svitcase and his heriefeoase; ii2 sets olf at a

half walk, half shamblle back towvards the hotel,

I¥T, PoTei., DAY,

He errives asweating, hls jacket slung cver liis shouldews.

lIn goas Gte Lhe dealk, If iuv a differaat GL SN,

CLIRIL
Slgaor?
JOHH
My wil2., Has shic coms iu?
CLERN
[ Signor?
JOHN

tlr=z, Naxter, Have you seen Mrs,
Paxcor.,

The CLiIBR's Inpglish dis obviously atrictly limited,.

‘He turns to the rcception hook and scanz down thes uanes,

[

CLER]
DANECT s s o ANECT 0 s o o110, SiENOT, 40,
nn EBuxtolsseqes

JOH}!
Loolt, Wiaere's fthe wmanagar?

Gl

T Lihoe i, s e ety nes



o e Vi aam,

: INT, NOTSL, WY, ecorid,

Dut he shrugs and goes through thoe door al the bacl,
Theres 15 an intersineilie pausa., A Anerican WOHAN comes
up and thwnbs throuzlh scomz posteards on a racly, selecting
a few,

She walts; too. Smiling sielkly.

Silancsa,

e

Finnlly shoe pounds the Lell.

y

The MATAGHR appears,
WORALT
Ah, I want to Luy,.ss
MHAITAGER
M, Daxtexr!
' . WOLLAY
How muchi are theseu.s,..
The MHAHAGEIR turnse and gives the mest polished of swmiles,
MAMAGER '
Twenty five lira ench, signoca,,
In one fluid metien ho is beel fo JOI,
JOITH
Hy wife, Ilas she come in,
| HMANAGER -
Hras. FMaxtar?
JOIIN controls himself,
. - JOILY
Yes. .
MANAGER
gho did not talie ths planaf?
JOHN is constantly scauwning {he poople coming inte tue
hotel,
JOHN
Mo, T saw itoer o fow olnusss agfo,

HAMTAG:TG

Mubke sy shao left with the tour,.

I'm tirvwing Le tell you she did noi
' 1

folin the piloane, ohe did nolb l=ave

ot di s i i
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IRT, HOTEL. BAY. conid,

JOME {comntd, }
with the tour. Iave vou sesn Lher?
Tha HANAGSE shaokes his hoad,
HMADAGTR
She has net come in vet, silpgnor,
The WOMAYN looks up.
' WORLAY

How much is airmnndil to tho Sihabos?

JOBN ULreaks away from the desk and stands in the middle of
the lobby. Constantly e glahces av his vwnoteh, at the
people at the steirs. Suddenly he brealks back to the desks
JOIL |
Therxe's no other way lntoe this
place is there?
The MANAGER shakes his head.
FAMAGIT
TPepitops ohie pot lost o Lhe oy
bacly, signor, Vendee i5...0000
JOIE
She was on ths Grand Canel, So
is this hotoel,
Ha hesitatos, o
Look, my wife has been 111,
Aunything could have panpdenad,
JOHN goes haclt teo his pacing the lobby, The HMAHAGEIR
wvatches blm for a moment idn that special way Italianﬁ
resorve Tor crazy fereigners, Thea the HiNAGCR dsszues Drief
ingtructiens te the CLINK and soes dnte his livtle ofd:
lea?ing thz door open 50 e canl waten JOIN. e pic
the phone.
FAMACTT
. Il seropuerlio, por piacole., ..,
JOMN shands, letting the wowves of tourdets Toat over and
apound liim, Gnﬁc he thinlis he scos LAU&E and dashoey Foewwoard,

wWoliga twice LALIA'm olE,

o

calliinng hior name, Ml It A4S
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B, G AT, hAY, coentd,

He wallks te

rA

o miin deor asnd ﬁeers cout, walchiif the
passars=lvwy, Then He turns as Mo ssges the MAMAGDTY Laclioning
him,
He doashes bacl to the desic.
HAMAG TR
Simnor axticr - 1 have called the
aivpori. The .plone loft, but
unfortunately, they de not haove
Fassenger lists Lor tours. .
JOFIY finally dacides,
JOMH
WViiere's the aearesl police station?
MANAGER (scothing
Ferhans Iirsg, Dmuter paused to do
soma shopping, Venice iz famous for...
GO . n
end The vevge 2%
For crissabe! Hy wife 1/AS eeteoxdey
a nervous broalkdowin., Last nipght she
lesrnt her son was Josth, he'la
supposed te have gone oun thie plane
to help search for him - Lus this
morning T ses her with (wo crazy old

woman! VWhere's the goddam poilee siation?

The MANAGTE points Lo a map under thoe glasa oi the dosi,
MANAGEIR
Two mlnutos, signor. ¢ the right.
Foute Verdi,
flea looks up
I am vory serry, siguor,
JOHY hins pull-d a pod and pooell towards himsell and
starts to write.
JOFT
Cleay. How, Xf anybo...df she comes

1

An oor Loyihiing wou yaas o Tresch

For, Ihr with Fothor » Alberio — Lusto.a..



Iy

e A

Gl

8%,

TMT, HGTEL. DAY, conld.

Ha writes the name, then bas to soanrch throush his address
bhook for the telephuns nubel,
PLAGTAG S
Count lusse. Yes, signor,
ya have his numbar,
JOIIY stops, Lfooks up and then clesaes his address bLool.
JOLIT
I'1lL collect oy Lags.
The HANAGER bLows, JOHW turns on his heol ond sirides ous
of the hofel,
Tha WOHMHAN writdng her posteards loeolis alftoer him pitvingly,
then turns to fthe i-ianatgéro
WOMALL
That poor mait.  What a terrible
vacpvion he's having!

LR Y Bl e T L R BT L B e Wy S RF
K D S P P LI wooaeSLd g

The dnterior of the police staltion ir an enoralous,
undecorated hallway, A staiyease swoenps up asd awvay to

a baluatrade abowve, The place echoss and resonates with

the SOUWDSE of civil servants filling up thedixr $ime between

dawn and dusl. The walls ars green, perhnps to hide tha
verdipgris, high and shiny and uatterly devold ol decoration.
There arn two daslis inn the main hallwvasy, Thore are several
doors to upknowaile bacgl: roeoms and cerraders, There 15
ordered bustlie: PEOPLE coming and going, POLICEMEN $filding
reports, goiwg off duty, arriving on duty.

JOIN anproaches the desls, A& URIFORNED CFIPIOIAL looits up.

JOITH
Do wyou spoall Eaglisn?
The OTPIOIAL poinits o whe stoirs,
ORPICTAL (in Tialion)
(S5econd floor)

AT

Iz hends breik to his pepers and JCIRT turns to go up ihe
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65, TiT. DBCIAXTION OCOM. TAY,

A Lench Tuns along onc sideo ol Tho room, on which sit a

MAY and a WOMLALT, They look wvaery dozglish., 4¢ the ond ol
the DbDenclhh is a glass deor with letiering,
JOHN wonrders whot to do. Ile stands, Tho AT loolis up.
He smiloes.
A
Fight as well =it <own.
_ Prolably bz aged.
JOHN smileg and sits dowil.
MAN
' The wife haod her haudbeg whispad,
Incradibkla, Just puit it dew—: in
a raspectéhla shop, and pffc! Gons,
The YOMAYW leans over,
WOHAN
It waa tbhno salaspgirl., Y kncow
it wod.
A
Anvweay, dAt!s gpone. Anad veud
PLASH SIQT: LAUZA on tho motor launch bvetlireoun the two
SISTERS,
- JOHKR
Chestay briefease. Ilnd sons
rathar inportant neawvzrs.
The door opans and a youug POLICLEIAY stands beclkoning the
MAN and the WOH4M., They get up =ud go iz, '
JOIN sits wmilscrabkly for a mament or twe, than lights a
ciparatte., Then ke notices a colleo maendiae in the cormer.
He gets up to it, Teeling in luis pocket Lo chanie.
He studios the inctructions earsfully, Tw: they ore in
‘Ttalian and rather long. '

fim ftwists o dial to whnt he fokos o e soffge, hlocik wilh

sugar nond inserts his coln, othudag,
ile tamgs whe oacpine, 3061 aething,  Uoehkding 5 podngs

Tiont todsy ood LShils provas L,
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TH, HRBQRPETCHE OOk, DAY, condia,

Than e notices a Little xred Buitton, e Droesses Lt
The machine swihgs Into acticm. Iz the recess in the
middle of tho mochdine a jet of scalding coffese spunis
straizht dowvan inte neofthing, splasaiing cut 2ll cver hidm,
Ile feverishly grabs a bnaper cup from o Dila witich he
notlces rrather latxe, and sheves 1T vndar the storan.
If is net a vory good fint in the fivrst place zand some of
it goes cver nis hand, e wanls 1t fo safety, ewlitiing
e well., He liclis liis hand which is 2n ugly red from the
scalding llauld, e takes out his handizerchiefd and vrans
it round, Then talies ocut thz cupd. The boitom s just
dirty, With e sipgh he drops it into the wasto paper baslet
rubbing‘ﬂown the stain with Lis iajursd lwand in the
handlierchiof,
The door opens and ths AT and WIRAN are shoirn out, The
FAX pausszs tn wateh: JCLIW, asd helds up his ow. bzl
handaged hand,
AR

Got you too, did it7? g

8illy dago machinas, )
The POLICSHAN gives the man aun icy stare and ushers JCOHIW

into the office

THT. A FOLICS OUwEC3, DAY,

Under a bright spotliight a sketeh ariist is putting the
findshing touches Tto o sketeh of tha fwe SISTNS5. It is

a pood likeness.

JOUE i ushicered in by en IHIP2OTCR and shewn the slietch.
He nods his approval,

A POLICEIIAN cwosses and ¢ffers a pile oF reproducsd nhotiog
about 6" x 5Y, JCUN looks over the should of {he THSPROTON,
]

I+s loecks fussy and fointly anced

a='

The photo iz enlaxgod From A
| T

2 erumnled saapshiet of TAURA,
1a Nre mewesny oo ool

stranso and distorting.
Iooreoion

Kidnopping iz o wvery sceriouns chalsre,

GLLNGT .



vr e i e e &=

EECE PR

Paedaddee

BT L P P

R N T Uy O RV -

W

IiC, 4 TR0 OURPEas.ney,

centdy
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ATl zripght ida
Tut they =
some place,

that?

AL i)

It can Lz af

coflfoe,.. to

== 9

an. ot kidaappiing.
3 og nell heve e

Howr whabt do vou call

TOTOR
viliisng S a cup of

Fidnappiang. MHowevor.

The datails friave 0ll bhasn nobed,

You wust o

usual mannen

JOIY 15 st=amed up ncw. 
) JOITR

The ususl s

let us mprcoeosed i1 vho

aney isnty poed enourh.

eg o T have to say 147

How many tiT

‘hiaan Elﬁﬁsf'

outg!

The XUNSPIOCTCR 45 quite atg:
Lofowa,
IHNE

But the sifg

PR A i St el b
ra that this lhas Leen

LOTOR
or hos not_rually

explained 1y we should eonsider

JOPIE

then dan;e%oua.

Thoy claing thay can,..can talk

to the dea)
they ars! §7T
1y

A lot of 01d

antd, .oy o I JUust linow

hey're pvill

aSeron

ladies eajoy frying

sadfd Lo

Gaod doovn 1ol
ife!

anun thave I

N, BTN - - - da
Thv: OSSN 15 =ll =woot

Ty tho heeldldl dsa't soucono

poliing: for hont

reannn,

Irim
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A FOLICE ClCa, Y. aountad,

Thae TSP

LiTErECrTen
RBecause you haven't i:rocen alle to
givae us the address of their hotel,
sipnor.

JOUN
I told vou, A small cheap
hotel...it's opposiite & bDore..
down, 1t can't e more than five

minutes walk Trom Son Zoacecariah,

WOTOR throws cdown the panecil.

INSEICTOR
Haif of Venice is five minutes
wallk {rom San Zacecardialr, signoxr,
JOUM .
Well goddamit, I'1ll find their

hotol!

Ao ik
LHSPIOTOR |
Signor, Vanilce is iﬁ the wlddle of
g Tullscale man hunt, Ta case vou
had not heaird = we hove s nardeier

on thie loosze in our city, ey

L . _ ) e .

Tvery single btourist hios mislaid his
caclera, his wife or his passpovrt. The
usual TO robleries a day continue
unalmtad, Jfow. e wiil do everyvihing we
enil to Lind yeur wile. Your co-=orernition

will b preatly approciated, You find
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68,

A

INE, A& POLICT ORSTCD, DAY, econtd,

LH5r50TON (contd)
the hetal.,  Perhaps that will
end the enitire mystery. YWe will
do vwhat we cuan to locate these
voman, Ly the usual channels and

that takas

o
!.-. -

ime,
JOHN is exasnpneraved and storss o tho door,
JOIX
Goddamit L will, And $711 find ths
U.5. consul, |
THSPECTOR

Buon gierno.

JOIN goes oul, slamming the door. Thoe IHIFICTOR waite

ATar a mement, then roeaches for the felesliono,

NSFICTER
GianniT 1'Tontos va o
e shaics To issue ol Liisucucolon.

AT, CQUISIAR PeLTors SPATICI, DAY,

JOHN ¢omas running down thie ateps., He hesitates at the

botton,; then walks quickly ftowards <the vapoerottec jetty.

A titdn, tall POLTCIMNAN in plain elothes emerges from the

bullding too, la stands watthing, identifving JOBN, and the
vory aquietly followlng him to the jetiy.
TP/ 90T, VAPOIYITG, DAY,

JOHN steps on bosrd the vaporetve and moves to the Troniy.

The PCLICINAN waits discraegtly o the last minuvte, thon

Tlashes his identity card for the tell bLeoth and steps ento

the stern of the Doat as it pulls ecus inte the caual.

Tha TFOLICEMAY buri=zs his ead in o wevspaper. The headlinz

is lurid and conc2rne the maniac hiller.

JOHE puces up and dowa The fore deek, Mueh Lo the amnnoyanc:
.rar

af the fow TCURISTS alsc Terosathered there, Yut JHDT iz

fotally obliviouns of thov,

Cu T0:



3 A L uta

RTINS T

S -

LIEPESEPL AR

et

R e L

[P —

-1

o1,

Pttt R LA T SR o ~r AT
69 - 0T, O A d it \..[1“'..‘1. A P

70.

JOIN strides pagt the restawsont whare they dined the
previcng night, Jis hesitoetss,; poars in the windowrs,
HIS PO ¥V, TIMOQUCE WINIGNS., The restauvrant is ouowty
axcept for a PRIZSET and o NUR tuclkiing into & deliedicus

]

H-

mound of Lce crean,

JOIIN loolizs at the two streets ahead of Iidm and closss Wiz
eyes a moment, .

PLASH §uCT. fhe rain, the urchins, the wabhrells ond Lalils
wallting alead dowa the right hand strast,

JOIRT mowes on, talking the ripght hznd streat,

The fthin PILTCSNAN follows,

BAT, SemDET FOAN SAY ZACCARTAIE. ALY,

The shadows of thne huildings on cither side are darii z2ngd
deep, the street curdously sinister as 2 wind eddlus dous
it tassing & Tew leaves znd garbage aveund JGIN's Teet,
In <the distance & child's Lreathinag can e heord. JOTIT
slows el loolis prouad fuuffull?.
The Street behind him is eoapty.
The strzev ahaed is enmphy. UHo rans forvard coa dlooulse,
JOIEd

Christine? .
The wery fact of having coulled her nrame nalkss him stwabls
to & alit., HNe frowvms in solf-<disgusé. He has reacliod «
narraw bridgoe ovver a darl:, backwatesr canal, The patiway
stretchios ﬁway in several dirscticns aleng tha canal Lank,
over the Lridge, along the far side, and olfF 4in two furtiher
directicns o his left.
JOIN lomans agsodinst tie wall i wmementary reliel, Toenr 1ide
continuos nowsally nere. TOURISTS wounder witiy titedir
crnarps and suldehoolis, A Geondoln moves slowly ncross
the Loul water of the canasl. Laundyy drieg in the skalis
of sunlight that strllizc through tho nar
houses,
A JUIN rests o mowant e lools up o thae ripght whero,

acress Tho cunal, na allsyias ynos (o G Lrow ol anr Llasfilow
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This strzet s dirvoctly onto the eanal fvea wheee Mo oo

RNTL DN ET MIAR S AT SACD LA, AT. i,
And standine these is a CIILDY - the song T e sow

running over the Tosits the previcas nigh%, Tihe CITTLL)

13 silhousttod against shorp sualight, A howl of scund
swells and abhs awvay,

JOIUT hlinks and lzans fD“Wdrd,

He mowves to crosp tho bridgse,

Lut the CHILD 1s runuing. Sha TIOLETHACTO LIYVE swlies ho
CHYLDt!s steps appoar futile. Alithousu in a woument sho
turns the cormel aanc vanilshes, .

a

JCIN dis hall way acrass the Lridre, o
¥ 5

m

topn,; sholkes his
ead and stares dowan into tho cuunal waters,

FLASH S110T: At tha lakeside. JOUN carries the frazile,
Lroken ?Ddy of his daughter back up the pati. LAUIA ia
tonching tie child's hair., JODNTZ wallts behing lthem lilie

a pallbearer, Their feces are all gray, thoir movaments

_automatic.

The watar of the canal is broliea by & cucketdul ol siops
being tosascd from a balcony., JCHNTg roveries is Lrolasn,
Jle poes Lack over tho bPridzre 2ud wallils slowliy aloaug the

,. . . -, 1, P | . IS R s 7
canal bank,  Paering np 2t sirzets @iz e passes thew, 541l
searching Tor the old sisvera! hotel.
The thin FOLTCIMNAY fellows uncannily, vanishing into
cdloorways as JCOIIN hesmtates, turning his back as JUHN Loois
over his shoulder,

- o Y T e T il b e I el
Ay A S S RO | IH VLTINS, DAY,

JOHN turas up a streed, walining away Twom the canal, The
street is shoxrt, e turas down anether sircet.
IXT. ATQUTIIER QTR IBT TH VINYCr, DAY,

cinr 4

This, too, 15 short oud similor te zhe last, JCIN is

getting Gesperoto,., Me walks ud a third stireet.

[R— R e h e e v amm
b b o I,'l., EEM] ;.).1.1...4.'1,]:‘ o oy .-..LC.'; ..'.':\-l .
r——

o

JCINT slows aud gtopus,. Then Luvrng Iracts on his erachs AT
Fheo interssocidon vith $he lost tavio: nlreact ha almo

iato the VCLALEIAL vl e just routsiinog this coviion

ronehes it.  The TOLICTIIAN faecsunli wlivk, bult neves
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BT, TETD STAZLT L wEVMTOS, RAY. centho,
on in the diresctien e was going,
JOIE? leolis at him, frowming iv fedint racoznition, tliian
moves on to the streec roundl the corner.,
T, AMQTHER STREEST THOVERTCOI., DAY,
JOIIN looks in bpeotl directions on thisc streat, at there

is no Ffeature he might receg nime, i continuas down it
navertheloss, Aad os he wanllis he sloviy rcalizzas o is
staring at the bar whero he drank thx previcus nighs,
Aud opposite the baxr - is the sistors! hotel,

JNN storts to ruan, '

Tho POLICTIAY watches from the shadows of ow alleoyway.
JOITY rums dinto the nokel,

The POLICTHAY meowves Tast wow, siriding deown thie streel,
chaclting the hotal and goinyg into the bhar onposite wozrs
e cen wateh,

IUT, nAR OFPOIITIE STSTERSG'T JIOTHL, TAY,

TIROUGL ibn VLMD, dhe FOLICOIIATT Ao Giallisg ihe owones'sg
telephone.

TITL. LODTT OF STHTORT A00HL,. DAY,

AJ0IRT pives the BLell on the desk o good pumpiog, but 2till

ng one appears. The place is sllent as the grave. Il
thumps on the desico withh his {ist,

JOIN

Ansrbody hare?

A Qoo slams somavhors in the wacl.

A vheeming ahulile deown the passage amnd o very fat VOLIAR

er lhands covered in Tleour, shufifles in beliind the desi,
Do you spcealr Tnglish v

ller eyes narvow in concentratiaon, and sha slowly nods her

hondd,.

Right, I'm locking Tor two old

g apenlks wery clearnly ond distinetly, not Torgotoling The
old rule oot rodsing vour woldoo Whnn spaaling Lo

forairaars.,
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JREC, EOTRTOT 03 ST Tumal TR, UAY, ponted,

He covars hida cyes wislh ons haosd for a novielit.
Cna was bhlind, Sisfaoca.

He woints e the floox,
A faind Icel: of understandins crusass her face. She nodso,
WORAL
Al 511
She shambles out Trom Yehlnd D2 deslk ocd starks un the
aters, i follows hor in an ogony of suspense at hed
speed, wixich ip ebout one step avery five socondsz. o
way Ln, Sha Dzuses and tumnis o him o grinsing,  She suts
her haud over heyr eyes, Weoda.,
| HOFAL

"5i, Ciecam. Sl.

1
She flually malies it to the Lep of the stoirvg aszd méands is

front of +the dcor, She nods teo 1&.

o praiys the handls ond pushes., The deor opaeng,.

- P
IET, 00y, AT,

iz P.OWV., The ool 1s enpty. Adsolutely emmtiy. Tihc rads
are strippad, The cupboard 1s open aza bare., Jrawcrs 132
open and empty. ‘i reomn has been left ia o huvrrey,
JOHY throws open other drevers, Nothing. Tuz lucgodge
rack stands nalied,
JOHIT spins round, Tho WOMAN ds stil) nocding a:nd grinning
in the doarway, .

JOIOT

ez aza They?  Thev'we conal

Thaoare are the-w?

The WOHAYN's eyes narrow azain in concanitratlol,
Woray
Si.- Gone, YVer! unice room, ¥ou
tale ¥

JEETT

“Yhorma hawvs: Shey saue?
The VO snruss,
LA

This nmoraoiiny thoy go. oo oot
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IRT, MO0, DAY, oonted,

There ls a movament in the d&orway and standing beslde i
MAN ds the thin PCLICHIMAN ulio lwes %woen ft}llmring JeDl, Eh
WCMAY turns teo him as he ftouches her shouidesr., e flis o
wixllet open and showa har a b:éﬂe ifay eyos widan, Ila
speaits vaery rapidly to her in Tialian, and sha spealis
ropidly Laelk, Then the IOLICENAN shows his bLadge o JUMD,
POLICINIAT
Th#anl wou i, Faxgos, X oDin’z now
wa talte this most seriously.
JOHN
YWho are you? -
POLICZRAN

i)

Satbioni,

.ger.‘JruQ e ;w.h.;': ;;{. -

S Wpersaage, UT3or sgued,

JOIN holds onteo whe had hezd,

BIVE, WL ATTNATO s DALALAO. DAY,

JOV, in a Fuﬂinn inmpatienca, dis metiing ofT & urivate
notorbost at the small loudine stagoe,

Me stands up, getting cihange L{rom bis poeiet, dumping @t
11 the driwver’s himda, talies hls ecasa awnd leaps aszshors,

Vhat he tdeesn't realise is that one has Lo La wery caroiful

getting off motortonts anyvhere, and espeeially in Venice,

where all the steps are at hest web, and at worst sliumg.

Yla loaes his balence and ouly stays on the steps at the
sxpense of the lneas of fthe trowsers, and his suitcaso,
wiidch dis half immmzrsed dn the canal.

Tho DRIVER of the beoat Frins aznd pulls svay, hropliing inde
en aria, )

JOHHE starcs alter him, fTurious, tiwon goes up the steps to non
imposing old lroa siwddod door,

F¥e rglances ot the numlboer asid roaches out Lo the prrat irer

pell and pulls hard.

"He thon tyrios o Dubh soo of the elime of T hiis lmaean, Al

he does is spwoad 4t
Mis suitecnse comos dirty viater, wvidich ruws dn o s-all

siranm down Llie Svasg,.
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hang on the walls, Thera 15 an air of resignotion @

Q6.
EXT. AN ALVRETCNS PATALLG, NAY,
He reacheos wup and gives Chie Lzl sush another jgreas rasls,

.

lis astger bursting Torth In a fleond. He w2lls ps loud as
e can,
JOHN {yelling)
Coma on}i
Two entremely elzoant VJHD“TAHS,'a e and a womian, el
round the corner azd ztep, leeliins ov Ddn with suirizrizo,
They walit, stazring at Iiim,
SJOMHN
And juat what the wioody heil
de you want?
The MAN smilee, stens pasct JOIH and uses 2 zmall ioderny
ball push which had completely assecarpaed JEHTTg otice.
1
The deooy is spenad instaantly, Thse COUPLE sadle and pass
JOID, '
AN
Scusi, elipnor.
JCIDN is covered with confusion.
o OIIH
I'm tarribly 3o0Trv¥..es ) had no ddep
The door is albout fto eloseo, but he Fust gets in,
AT. HMALL. ALERDITAIS PaLAZIO0, DAY,

It 43 small, but extremsly olegant, with a marile gstaircass

climbing up te a windew eppeosite tha door. Faded ftapssisies

e

and damp whiclh ds =1l pervasive, bl seemns o we denisd Ty
the elnmmer of a drinlis party from tihe roop 0 thn pisht
The MAXD who epohed 4he door gives kink o curisus gmils, bhous
and points to a small eloalrcom on The lele, Ee'lochs i
dumirs his suilecase, sbill dripping «ad cressos e hall to
whera the sewd of conversatlion comns from (nin siubing reonl,

L T e T 4
LT, ST el TH OO, DAY,

The woom is suall, but slogaeis, with: a moarulad sinirocse
climeing wp to n windoew eoprosite 3.8 door, i fa Lo
honge on the walls, Taera iz oan ol of rposltontiom T oLanin”
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QOM. DAY, pomtd,

and dsaup winlelr is all-pervasive, tut sesus to e da2nled by

fthe clamor of

The prople ars

HOYLE in thie oo,

a curiocus Lunci: inde=d.

Y r g o ", " - o -
lm—r,_u.h_.., P s e — L Sy oy . gl i |JpIE.._.._'. e T whnt

are gathered

Turniture round ths room, and tLhe padl

the least, sug

o looll =t govermnl paintid

regstive,

dnidst all this and coutrolldiy i with oy n;uJ andd gévia

is the ¢ddly eleorical figura of ALLERTO,

g I S R DU L ey X R AR

JOIMNT seems orofoundly

to ¢contide 111,

1le gastures ac

[ B N - e L L T LT LT RN,

ALBHITO

any newsy

]

lievad., AL last Lhera ds zomaone

Clid

The twe £l1d sisTtaws Love wvrovishsd,

That Tinplle made the police start

taking h serlonoly.
LLBERTO
And you [:ill went %o call Bnagland, no? .
Ch whatla taryilblo day Jor vou.
the peprnle in ihe2 room.
T¥m so Horry abauit — this., 4
woung agttist, They implevo ma

to use oy influocuce. I hnove none,

I tellfslien, Coe Lnous a Tavw nweonls

who buy art. Lul this.ecose
of thy paintings diadainTullsy,
JOINT
Could the toleonhwone? L1a

SO s »

LN JroIrem
B e A

Of opurss, of courzoa...

i I ' -
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abes Loots bere iy 4 comleept

JGHﬁZfinally gets up next to ALBERTO and makes his presence
racognized, '
JOHN
Alberto. , .
ALBERTC {seeing hiim)
Ahvn“m lias the maid sfinwﬂ you
a Toom?
JOFHN

Wo, uh not vet, Loak I'm really embarassed

about this, . .
ALATRTO
Come., T will find the maid,.
He starts across the room. JOUN talks Ly way of explenaiion,
JOMN
At least I got the polilice {o take re gariousiv
iﬂ:ﬁgﬁb. The two old sisters have vauished.
That got them moving.
AUTTTUD Lz oaweeninag thransh the poom aclnowladoias o fesehn dfmMer-
et pacple as hoe goes,
ALRERTC
Eccol ¥a bene? Al Luigil! Ciao, sarissima.
Fue mogniridce,. Salute Marea! iz,
Tho warmth of his greetings to his friends is in markel contrast
TAT- MR omi . Ay
to lis attitude towards JUOHN. |Dut finnlly théy are into fhe
hallway of the palazzo and JOHN asees the telephone.
JOHN
Do yvou think I could call England? ITn

SOI“I.'Y; ™ .-

- ALBERTO nods, witheut spealking and piciks up the telephone. ie

dials a npumber, waites in silence. A pause. Then he asks, 1in

Itnlian, for the gverseas operater,
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ALZURTO sweoeps hidna thitough s soon ok towards the nallwayr,
As they pasyg various f TOT JLBIEHTG Giag his susve
impersonatign of an I .,..J.:L.'m Fount anjipying iz owm EIty.

ﬂ. IO F

Reca! Y benﬁ’?J Al Tuaigplt  Ciac,

Uorlesian, QLE‘ masnid e,  Salude
larco! atc, E

They get td the door ia::-.-:‘l ;‘-.5’.L‘ IRTC ush-.-J rs JOMT through,

- 1= =T I' 2 -
T, Hal.l s i. DAY,

The telephope 18 on o tatle Py the saironse. ALVERTO

picks 1t I.J:’L ancd dilalg a numl'{iar. Ha ;191::3, in Italian, for

thoe overscas aperatodf, %
ALIERTO

Tou Iiavwe tThe nuanlizsrey

JOIIN fumbles for the picce of paper in his peocliat, tlhon
takea +the phona {rom ALIZITD, '
JOI
The numtber 1a Pneland 464,000
Ho malkes 8 face to ALDNITO: dwupossible telenhones, e
must wait., ALLBRATO scaes a couple lzaving - the same
couple that arrived witha JOIIN ounly & moulent ago, lie
scampers across to them,
JOIOT turns Lds Lacls on tire hinllway
J
o47~2729-7861.

He ropoats J.t ipboariously in Izaliail,
mnlnéi"'ﬁ the Mits ﬁfa.thh.,ﬁm}!;

'.','J

HIF [ ato ;hone}

ALDBEIIT2 is M pve COTALE

predicanment,  He walls nesarer <o JOUY ds hie tells them,

e

godur lvim, starins in

JOIGT turns round o fiad tienm
sympatiy and Interasi at this poor nmon.
ATTHEATO
Amadeo nnd Laria) gl Terelili.
. &, plabiod o 1"9 4
T hove Loe! cesseee (0o oeeesces Thi

. A .
Unhitraaacente, OB Easy VAW '?'aud '?U!.Md'h‘. ‘E\ﬁ#% .
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INT, DATLIAAY. DAY, concd.
AMADED DY JOLRIZLLEL TDows sLifTly from the waise, JOIG]
cdoesn't qulite have a preopsry mestonse, And asyuay the
aperater is5 taliting on the phone.
JUTH
That? Uh ~ sousl...nomoato,. ..
IIa hands th=2 phene 4o ALLENTO {ex translation.
ALDZOTD
Fronta, _
The coperator repeats her instruetion, ALLRRTO ackncowlodoes
and hanss ur, -

o [l

They will call in a fow miautes.
AMADEC now holds oui his haomnd to ke formally intieduced
o JOMNN, i
ALLATED
‘Floase accent our sincers sympathizss.
HATITA
I Lope fhe police avre wanning eveoy
affort,
JO
I think they are,

satiorn Loy
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AMAD SO
I met the Shief of Pollce once.

A very vague men. I reslly can'i
undarstand how he got where he is.

Sp common.
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MARTA

Tour wiife and your son! Xt is

dieadful!

At that pregise monent the telephouns shiills.

te the receiver,

JOEW
Hello?

The TOALLLIS move away teo give him privacy.

—TF

At e

TGN LEIT ST, NAY,

MAS,

BANTAGTS is5 ot the phone.
s, RADDAGE
Oh Mr, Daxter = I'n so glad yvou
cailed, VYWoatve been vayving to
reach you, Tub didali oy WonaTs

you were,  ovoeryiboiaoests Sl

JOII

Thay woere shanlvosing fa o co¥lracs

alsves
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&5,

86,

G7.

ThG, TRALL,

..FL'.';.LTJ * Dx'.‘n_-f »

phons zaud spealis to

JOHE

ALGENM B

JOHE covers o

Thank God. Tirey e {found ho,

TAVAGGD s VOIOE conns

8.

MRS, quite clcarly.

{C.5.)

thwey lit a Cire

TH R
B AR T

.5 e thion and
a halicopnter saw Lhas anolo,
awrlLLEH ST, 5LV,

M5,

T

DADRTIAGE
Butiee
The CAMIRA STANTS PULLING BACIH.
MG . TALDBAGT
I expact vou want to spagk
o your wifae,

TWT, Wall., DALY,

. JOI
What?
le sity down slowlyy

NnT,. STURY. 2aY,

preping weidndg hin Ter a

ooy
CIterita

LAUAL vakes tiie mhone and bubblas inte &t lhappily.

LAURA

Darling - disn't 1t wonddorful?

Johnnio's just fine and proud
as punch because his piciura's
in the papar.

Thore is a pausa.

EAURA
Ara you alil right,
Where are you? Yeiiics
She sighs,
LaUia

You didntt go outid

o

and ge
simashed did weu?

DAY

-y
JUTIY

WMOeaedlo, The cuw's Tine.
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TIT,. MALYL., DAY, condd,

JH {(contad)

Hotlhing lilie fthat.
Ve 15 suddenly drained, exlausted.
Jonll
Kind o
Toll - 414! i

sigsters, Qun whe %9rand Ca=sal,

LAURA

Onh Johin = you've ot themt on the

brain, Moir listen, Johwnnie's
'

fine, It'n fine, I'12 Woeir hack-

on the nine s'cleckt planz, 1'11

Lo with you for a late dinner.
(a pouse)
Johnz ~ are yeu sure you'me all

|ri.:=_h EI.-"-. .rI_.'_,_. j.li.Y..

Yes, Iim all pisht,.

T

e is clearly not., e is white as a slheet.

B9, IWT, STUDY. DAY,

CLAUZA
Parling = wao'lll start agaia.
Ha'll driva down fto Pisa azdd
Florn:zee and Zomo auvd welll
stay ab thosoises
G0  AMT, HALYL, LY,

JOMHKH
You'lre ceoming bhacic here’
Ye'!'vo noivthere Lo stay, Tho
hotel dicdu'c Ttgvo A DCOMe .
Hals st31ll dooply nernlexaed,
. SOOI
Laura =~ Lhare arse you now?
LA (e )
Al fthe =erool, derling. How

1dstas.  TEIL Lo Aoy Ly elewil,

S
T thourht I saw you with Lhose Lwo

pmimgi 11227d to expladin, .,

a1,
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INT, NilL., DAY, covbd,

LAatma (0458, wo
all right? Stay at the hotel,,,
JCHI
At Albertets, I'm staying wich
Alberta,
LAURA (0.5
RuSSEFeses bDarlinz, sioy at
-Alberte's and IY11 Lo in vy alaven,
Clkeay? Johin? Is that niiny,
JOHM! nods dumbly et the phone
JCHK
T'ine, Yocs clavr,
LAUIA's gocdbyes'are lest in a tideal wave of static,
JOIEN replaces the receivor,
ALBXETO is nearby and considerato,
ALTERTO
She's condng bacls,
JCI mods.
. Lt f@";"-.rfi “}:Fz. L heve 44 I+ﬁ
“ia;.“ae' T
T M A RS I S G A i
JOMIT

I sayv her,

ALDZRTC tries vo shrug if all orff, )
ALDZRT0 , | 1
Vanlcoe is full of &ml-} 4-“#-.‘\5\_“;;
woﬁan. o « e prand caol dis gl LAl g v e
TRl | , o u-:.'.L .L-hua'"" ka 1¢ﬂ.“1 b-uK <4
JOI My "[“"rf'

L saw her! Curist, Alherte

I've been anrrizd te LueT fur tan

years, I kneow oy oz wile,
There is a hoavy pounding on the Iroznt door, AITENTO
gxcuses Nimzels’ asd coss to omeil it.  JUUEN ralawpses dinto

1

tlze chair by tho telephone tablo.



S LT T i A S PR G S

Sk gy e et

TR

[

el e

PRI S

2.

104,

ainiay ] TTr r b L3
e LY. Y. eoned,

ALTENTS apens the deor aund there are NI UNIFONEZD
FLILICEHET standing there,
JoIT2 T groans loudly, _ .
The TORELLIS apponr at hiis side and seoe tihe POLICE
arsudng vehemently with ALYRRYTS 4dn wapid Italian,
H&ATA TJTIJ“,LI touvches JONN's shoulder,
MARTA |
How whint'tas the mattery
JCEN stands un slowly.,
JOHE
'I.‘hé}r‘ve found then, Oh Thirist.,
Thaev'va found thaim,
Tire TOUSLLIS are uttorly hafifled,
ATADIG
You'lre not hapiy? Dat you said....
JOIY
No~lo~ mnot my toy. Lot my
wite, Two sldasters I wos looluing
fom,. |
Ha wallts 1o the door as the TORELLIES do & lang slowr meazction
Cuwr To:

T LATRTNG STANS W POTCOS STATICG:T, BYRYINT,

The lidghts off two police lzuncliecs Loy in the watzr
elongside tha hwlling shadow of the bullding. The water
iz spattered with reflectod lighta Trowm the iwmposing
building,

o, LHSRTOTORTS OTRICE, NIGERI.

Phre TIGYIECTCN sdits Delidnd his desl, JUMT siis opnosite hiiwm
leookins thorouphly coutrite,
LHEFICTOR
Sicneor Dantar - Lt wounld be foolish
to soy Lthat you have ot pedt s to o

Jot of Crounlo.eese

z
5
3
3

Tur in spica of luin 3, vz ds o Stolewmot undeprstandins

it nis velce,
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T, THITAOTONYES o os, UINIT, contd,

IESPECMOR [econid, )
Ve have wmore, ..
o reachcs for a word,
important things to look Tor
than a wife whoe is safe in
Enrland,
JOIN
I raally am doeply sorry,
Ho stands up.
T know the sirain vou're unwlor. ...
_ T can only apelogise ngain,
é The TNSPRCTOR smilcs.
ITNFPLCTon
We were mergly doing our joo.
If I were vou, i would savz your
apologics,.

He crosses o the deoor. Opens it,.

- . ' Foar where tuey ave wost nsoded,

JOHN tralits out.
| 9%, TIHT. #OLTCI STATION, NIGHT,
: : ¢.U. WEMDY, the sighted sister, is furious,
~ _ ' - WENDY

Me, Baxter-this has been an

oxtramnely yunpleasant exparisnce,

Four hours wa've hoen hare, Fahtel

franli:ly the humiliatien of Dbedling

dramezed from our hetel 1ilke comnmon

TUIOV 8. saas
The CAHSHRA AS PULLSD TACK te raveal that the {iwo SLITLLS
AND JOHN aro sitting in a squalilid interview room, Hany

empty texcups toesztify Lo the lo2ngih of the sisters' ginwv,
JCIDT is falting his punishiment as wvwell as he can,
J ORI

_ T oeclly Ofleusasa
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INT, POLICT STATTON, NISINT, contd,

Wiy

v e .and on tihim Lflaimsiast of
prevoxts, My Ttalian may not
be up to tha sorhistrizs of

Pirniwdello Lult I'mt ouite eslear
el gy . P

whan scruffy policemen mutter
accusatiolns ahout kEidaannpins at mo,

JOHT '

T Just thoughitt...tho polics assumsd. ..

when they found vyeou'ld left your hotol

sudidenly that...

' WEILY _

Ve cliahoed hotels, MNr. Dazxter,
After on dincident last night,

Soma snz2gzli thief oy pervert was

cought peering into hevyioles aud
pursucd....¥e 2re nef going to stay

(2

o hetel,

JGIW is silent a moment.
JGIIT '
IT'wm sorry, T can't tzll you how
embarrassed and...well, SorTy 4 A
TIZATITER spoaks for the Tlirst 4iwma.
| HUATHER
'Oh %f. Baxter, Wendy is &ﬂly gding
on at you lbacamusa she is/Lornm; hand-
rearcd, spoon~ied, gilt-edged nAag.
The blind eyes swivel townrds the cowed sister.

Few sften i+, Veady! wr, zxter

¥

has anologized, e can do wo mara,
1

WEMDT

Il can oacort the Loty of 11z oo,

STIDY loolks grumpdly at hesr sister Ledore spaaliinygr.
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A jet lends. ITits liehts Llinlding and refleceed over ih=
aharet of vater wefors the runwesy loowms up,

THT. YEIICT AIRPORT. MIGHT.

The place is not crowded, It's toeo late at night, The
CAMINRA piecia out ALEERTO, waiting at the aTrivals gate,
sconning the gray foces of the TOUILETE whao energe

e
PR

blinking in the bright artifdicial 1i;
LAURA is5 one of them. She sSsos A;“"G amstl suilas~ 4111
lopizing for JOHN, Tut vhen ALLERTO comas up to kor and
tal:es her bag, itz oxplains what has huppesned. Her saoille
relaxas. All 1s well, She 3s bacl,
oL, VACGRELTD 07 VIITECT CATTAL, YT,

-

HEATILZR az';d MINHDY sit 4da the almest enapty vaporetto as 4t
pulls away from the police station, JGOY sits hztuweoen them,
1Is is escorting Ghen home, Bait none of them talks,

VT _ATZZRTORS DPRIVALE TAWVICH, TG,

b

The bLboatb Wmoves awny Pvon tie wirhori teeads Lhe Doaullods

of Vonica DLy night, )

The ligiits of the city glint across thie water. The cily
itself aezms to Howvar like a cut-oud shiimmering on a distant
mlirage. .

e only add sight iz thait of a priest driving a fast

launch with a bheauviful woman.

wilar thew?




P e e st ol ok e e e 1 e

diem ai

O U -1

[ R

RPN VRPN PP

Y% Y

e —— - -

= = —

ioda.

» They drive in silence for & Fmsny stomenty,

LAURA
I'm so grateful to you for cellecting

Cle »

ALBERTO says nothingﬂm.fa« ST S R & U Lg.'.:-l L\.'.g, '1”_.-_:.1.“_(__‘_

ALDERTD haye i+ e
I had to szse someone off,

LATA,
oh,

ALBERTO

Your husband will Bbe at the police
station.,
LAUHA loolks up sharply.
LATRA
Whas?
ALBERTO
He bebaved stupidiy, Half the palice force
Wer? SeLlChiliy + 08 ¥ol. Wit thniin wmznian
in ¥Yenice tThey treat every missing person
most sericusly.

Oh Go pccp/yy
1LECT

o

cor police,
LaAURA thinlks suddenly.

LATRA
They won't do anything Lo him will they?

Qe Beam  shakes o Loy

e T LR IS v r by a ppa—
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THT. ALV LS RFREVA T NI, TN, coutd,
ALIGeT0

Ve dendnd on tourists, A

nuteey ol tihem are Lound To
e mad,

- - - - - - - e
T, LomolIisg STAGT 1.3 STSTURG triy FaMNgToNs, HLdi

The vaporetto pulls away inbo the dark night of the
r'\l t'\"'-|'l"' T e

canals Beyexnd, leaving JOUN, HEATUIZSR and VilllyY on zhne

landing =

JOHE amiles

Thnre sou

T bt
MCATIZR takes JOMW!'s arm and they stort to walle,

It's the best thing thal'ls
happened to koer all lolidav,
B My gpister had, .literery aspdiratlons,
IEIDY '
Now, Heatlier,..
HEATHER -
She will -~ nuch against her betfer
Judgement = deluws the parisih
magazine witly details of her houss
in o Venatian goal.
WY

Hontlierywewss
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She oncd suwimitited an axticle to

thoe Readerts Digest,

JOIN appasrs interssted.

She anifis,

"HEATIIST gnifls

JOis
Raplly?

| S T
Ak Tl e Al i

"Meg wmost unfergetialle
charactz2r I have ever met',
It was ma. Thoy rejected it,
. JOIN
Ohi, I'm sorry,
HBATHE

It was verv hadly written,

ool " T R | . - -
ol wlio smposied oo ""‘O.-—.'. [ =]

I::h

at the police station? "Samson
Agonistes in the dork Vezanevian
waltorS, e ua? '

. HBATHER
Samaon Agonistes was Dilind,
So am 1,

WENDY

And there, T would hLhawve thought,
the parzllal ends,

agnin. They have rcoached their nodest

e large double doors are closed, WENDY fumhles in oo

Lag for tlhie night key,

WIEIDY
Youfll come in, Hr. laxter® Just

Tor o Cew mionsnis,

Hig wriia wiill e aveiving ot iLhe
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WDy
Hia wife has not
station for fovr heours.
She looks at him triumphantly.
JOHN
Just a fow moments.
II‘I'.T_"._' HALLYAY OF POLITCS STATLCN. (IIEHT,

LA A ALRE
tha

LAUGRIA stares at tho

waive as

nighf desi,.

of the placo.

A tiny shiver,

270 tallks to 'thﬁl POL

cold green wells

— o g

”

weer in a npolice

(DRI A T
(RO

e I e, Tt M T areT TN
He lef’t filteen minuies ago,
To talie the 2rs nona.,

I havk The

lie holds up a piece

Let's
LLURA pudts out a ha

Alboxto - tixnlk
3 i

ro Iyd

o stops, perdlﬂ“ed

Itd 1

Jaolin

alornd
ALTELNTD neds, but i

hand to his lips ©
Wo 1k
Tha:ni

thernt ahe toras oond

Tooks after Ler
ity the oddiess o

qioiteat L

TATE .

oo

of pa:
ALY

’

£0.

el

1AL

youl

el . 3

Ty thq changd in he
LAUA
E.l:c: ta]ge thede on @
{smdling af him)
hnd L.

, wWould yvou

s0AvE I3

toe sipali.

o

Tou!ve Leen

tone.

14

o711 ILow,

stlonke hiing

LAURA
see yeu in e morning,
you oocvedything,

s atit o dhe weot

It ] rumnl
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rTloor,

on duty at

aul achbing enpihtiness

Ticenln
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ALBERTOC
He left fifteen minutes ego. To take
the two old sisters home. They'"emoved
ey bkl s
He glances at kls watch.
I really don't know if I have time to.

LAURA

Do you have their =ddregao?

. ALBERTO

Yea, but I have to get back . . .
LAURA

_ May I have 11?7
He hands her the wis of paper. She glanceg ot 1t.
~“Eravgewree | can manage.
ALBERTC looks ever 30 slightly ashaped for the fipat tige.
ALBERTO
I*1] er . . . have gorething cold
left sut for you.
LAURA ahakes her nead,
LAURA
No. There are =%ill plocyp open 4nd
we have 2 lot to ialk about,

'8ha smiles.

And I promlise we'll leave tomorrow.
We're geing on heliday.
Then she turns and runs down the steps of the vast haliway.
ALBERTO stares out after her.

pmi  um—,

- »
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LT, STHE72ARSY MOTAL NUO, TENT.

WMDY is busily searciing through the suilteass ond drawvers
for something, JORY stands tvneasily by the door,
HEATHER =sits in & cliadir.
WiuDy
They'!re here SomeWeI0..0 .
wee miniatures wo got on the
aeroplane .y s esas
JCIM
Well lool 4% dooasn't nmatter.
Iftve roally got to...;
WSHDY
Ah! Herse wa aref
EEATHIL saans to_he breathing slirphtly harder., She sits
Polt urelght in the ehadr, her chest heaving, her avegs
moving vacantly from side ta side, Vith o great affcrt af
will she spoalks.
HBATHES
Lot ¥r, Tnmwhor oo off7,
Hig YWife arrives at any moment
nhe told vou.

UENDY bustlea up with a handful of winjature whisiky

L

beotétles whiclh she prasses apon JGOHI,
WiNDY
Maow *then, fthat's just = little
token from twe old ladies whe'wve
no doulbt ruined your holidaVeieeas
JOIN
Thanl: you, that's very kind.....
Ha dreps one, scralizles to pick it up.
WENDY
I'1l get you a Lag. KT've one
somevhaere haipe,
HE&TJER sives a swlden groan, FWEIYDY spins reund and seoes

wiat is happening.
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107,
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THT. SISTURBY KUTIL oM

IV, coptd,

Toam is doibiling From HOATIIR's outli, Fer face is
1

contorted in pain, Gnee more therss iz the S0UHD of =2

chill wind wihdispering turousn $the oo, And al:.ovo the
a

z
wind the SC0UND of CIOLYS VOREY erving,
JCHIT deesn't want to Le involvad, iHa baelks to fthe door,
JOITN
Ttts 211 right., £ camn MAN&EZG....
coodbYaL ,eves
VENDY perctically igneres him hecause she hos moved Tound
bahind her sister amd isd holding her strangeliy arournd the
forchead and ihwe shoulders — az cone-misht preparve for an
eplleptie £it,
JONN hovers in the deorway. W2ILY leoks up brieflly and
smiles,
WaarDY
She'li Le fine agein =oon,
Goodlznme Iir, Daxter. _
And JOHW gooes owk, The SGWIED of the ehild cimyinyg swells
up aid bBlends Intoesiaas

sonlt,  CORMILG CUCEINT 2igfuRst 00N, FIGHD.

A BCHIAM of shweer ageny emanates from the sisterst room,
JOIOT clesas his eyes and dashes down the stalrcase a8

¥
quiclkly as ha can um,

AT . QUTSINE STETIEY 0T, TIGEE.

- - = A

JOIT comes ottt the vasi front deor and leoclis left and right
bofore startiiyr @ wallk away into the dark cunal streels
hesdlde tha hotel,

INT, STESTINRS' Hotgy, nor, LA,

CLO3E O HTAY IR, Har Taco iz racited with paini Leads of
sweat stand on her Lrow arnd tanrs course down lier ocheels.
IHer head iz tvermuling wieleatly,., Tiwe S0UNS of the wind and

tho cries of o child aro diom novw,. ITRATIIZEN As din o stalts of

drecdiul agicadion,




LR e’

e ik

rivr, SINEwngt oYL o, HTOVS. QOHTN

AT
Fetchh him back...! Ylecosal
Please! Leot it 1ol #20ies e
NOL H0aneaes
She suddeniy turns savagzaly o Irer sistar,
¥ gely
HT AT

Feteh him, wownan, foich

sa
-
1'"
i

Lack. (uiglilr!
WIWNY risaes and starts running from tha roam,
104, OXT. OUDSINT STST ST H0THL. TLGHT.

The little sguare iz empty as wiDY comes apitavedly oul
of the front door and leoks to left and rigzint, She uns
forward, her steps ochoing on the coblhlestonas.
WENDY
(ealling)

Mr, Baxter....:Hr. Dextert
Rut fhere is no ranly, Bxeent the S0 of Teolstens
anpraaching: sikort sharp foobtmtens that seem to be UL T .
WIHDY iz suldenly afraid, Site slixzks ack to  the notel
deorway = and psera out onece mnors,.
A3 LAUZA gomlze runndng inte the square.
LAURA 4is5 nappy - eleated = smxpzetant, Al 23 she sees
WEHDY hevexing in the doorway, seeling hol, runiling tovards
her, LAUILR's faco breals into a smile of sheaer happincss,
Bui WENDY's wiolant tug at her slceva and the bremulous
face give LAUNA a secondl's hesitaiion.

uRLbY

Come quickly.
LAUZA senses raal Tear,
Latis (masping)
Jolme,edls he still heraf
WY swals LAGRAYs arm and propels her almest violeinily

inko the lLiotel,.

WENDY -

L.

Guicklyl

..--.-.....,....-,-.-t--;-.--'-k
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It i2 all she savrg as the groat doey slems bLahind them,
105, EXT. VEMICE BACK STRERT. HIGHT.

Tho streats and canals are utterly doserccd, The shadows

sec; Lo move as JOHN wallls Lrisikly tovards a czzal Lridss,

He is slizghtly lost as can bo gathered Irem hig coastant

roference to tle pPocket map and cheeking umues ot shrorts

in the dirnoess of the nipht. Thoero is uo sousnag bHut hiz

footsteps, Yet semehov the very walls loci menacing.
106, IET. SISTURS! £0MgYTow: ReCH, WIGHT,

Ag TERDY and LAUDA dash inte tho Toom USATHER is stirusplinsg,

lashing in her chair,
LAURA

There 15 liaf

LalRAtsvoice acts instantanecusly upon HIATHSD srhe stons
21l ntovenznt guite suddealy and sionds wpight, her bLlind
ayes sharing,
HoATIIZR
“Meady T
WENDY
Atis lirs, BHaxter,.,.f counldnty
Tind lime. s
She explains {o LAURA,
VZHDY
Fe laft = Jjust lefi - I weat to
bring him Daclks I think id's..,..
HoATIN .
Christine, I sap Chiristdiore,
Warn Nims, «voe must Find b,
You mustaese!
LAURA Las dravn lead on the hand that ¢.ig hims hiad o hoy
mouth, She gosps with Iright ns she taites e Dleeding Lard
from her fece.
’ DYy
Sie fold you!  Sha told you!

. T m et e i P L.
MoFERtSe R - Tl I A 5 L T L&t 0w e e g
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W2iTY is woaning, [HATIHER shouting, In the hallway cutside
FZOPLE nave Yepuh €to nomplain, czlling out for silence,
Footstens to invesitimaste thn noises}
LATIA turas asid flecs.

IiT, CORRIDOT AT 5%

bl
[y

T8 O arraitonry, KIT,

LAURA runs LAindly away. Avway from thoe echwodng, resonating
warnings., |
LaUDA
JolNae. s
Is the only word sho utlers as she ruus to find him,

e TIIUTOT TLAST ST CTPOITEE
- . i H

S i st Ly Lo il o

A path runs parallel to a caral on both sides of the canal,
Tyo hundred yairds away there is a FoetLrdidge and IO wallss
towards this,

AT, VEWICE STRUET MIARN PIyeToin, SIonT,
2

LAURA dashes aeress bthe Llittle piazen, seayehing for hew

hushtand,
_———rry LR AL S s L LI L N Ty
[ S Y P D R - FI R | A LW Y

WIHDY throws open tie curtains and maoera out,

IEATAR stands dn the middle of the room, alery, tenzes,

4]

s if IListaening for somehhing.
i

BxXD, VIUTTCT BACK 3TREET, EEIIT,

JOHNY slows to a halt zs he hears the noise of a deor
slamming and th2 crash of broaking slass in the distance.
e leoks baclk, There dis the SCUIL) of = child, sobbing.
Hia E, . 0O,V, Across the cm:-:r:al and ruiring ftowards im o the
parallasl baak is tlhie CIITLD whom hea saw the night before.

The CriIlD is fleeing, A (IAMNTs VOICZE zliouits in the distance.

In a momnent JOIIN doeides. lie dashes forverd to the canal
odge waare & tont l:i.as mogTad, Fe pusihiea the Lows off into

thie centre of the canal to offer a bridge fox the CLELD

o
0

run over e the safety of his protection,
JQLW

lipro! Comz hnre!
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112,

115,
WIT, WETIC T TACSE STRIDT, DUMP, couhd,
"‘he littde CHILD Pascely pouses in hoer Clisghe - lzapineg outo
the proffered boat, Ffalling with a ory, sorambliing un and
throwing herse2l{ fowards JOEN's waltiap honds,
A HAXN has now appsarcd oa the far side of the caual aed is
catching up by running Devond the opposite vaak to eruss Ly

the bridoe,

[

As the CHILD Jumps onte the banls JXHED poln
Tayond Tho alley.
JOITH
Tu thers. Auicliiy!

{Ie dashias forward and fliqgﬁ opelr he iron gateway waic
lgads dovn a narrow passate, The CIIILD rushes ahead,
breath coming in raching paunts of tarrcer acsd sxhausiion
JOHUN slama the gate behind. He Throws ftwo imssive .olt
inte »iaco and clips the padloclk, then muns down tha
passaga ahind the CHILD, '

Zl., PASSAGE OFF CAMAL, MIGIUT,

~

At the ond of Thwe DpmssaEe Bhers Lo o Hhuwn Lot LT
Tida leads to o tiny oven courtyamrd olff whic
impencstraixle doors of two houses foruvld Turthesn Llight.
As JOET rounds tho cormer of the Dassase e stagoerws to
a hal®,.
The CIILD is huddlad 1u a dask cormer, like z trapned
aninmal, moaning,
JOmr
It's all right, I'm bera. .
Ttts all right. Yau.u'l'. FQ'E& Al O
JOHN sitrides up to the neterest door and raps loudly on
JOIDY
fello! jizllo!
The HAY wahao was pursuing the CLULLID stransles with thé

locked gate, It is impenetrablae.

JOIIN loelis waell at the poathetlc, siviveoving CHILD,

5 Lto o gatoway

¥t
her

&

i1,
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LXT, BPABSAGTE Ol CHlTAL.. WIGHT, gonid,

Velll get help — don'l werry.
Ile pushes at %t gpiast door, Jind it sags ipwards, with a
dreadful hollow groan,
The house is abandoned and derelict., The far walls are
broken rubizle, beoelking onts aunother canal,
The CIILD scuttles oast the astonished JCHN and <doshes
into the housc, And now there is the SOUND of wimed, amed
the CRILO'S VOICS crying, sobiding, calliing.
I3T, NEITLTOT HeUsz. »IcHT,

The corrider is dimly Lit by the ecanal overlisrhis beyond,
Thé_#alla drip green slime, The floorbwoards nre uttemiss

decayod. Tats lles at the intrudzrs® steps,

CJOIIN walks upeasily dowmn the hallwvay corridor dinto the

reomd vhere the CHILD disappesarsd. e calls out soitly,
soothingly.
JOFI
Itm a friend. I wen't hurs
You, Qe 0y Lidessaios

JWRT, ROo0CH O DRRTLICT HOUILL, FIGHT

As JOLN pusnss the dpoor geantly forvard and peers dinto the
rccm,'he sees the CHILD atanding stockstill, el taelt Go
him. JOMN reaeches cut a hand for comfort. The OEILD's
cry reaghes a crescendo, _ '

e C_HILD TS aund throwse Laci: her hood,

She is no child but a hideously misshapen dwarf. 4 WOLAN

with a2 great deform=zd head, dirty grey holr falling out

and poweriul shouldera, And slhie i1sn'i selhing, The sounds

are caused by her natural vreathiding through a twisted mouth

and disfigured neosno,
QUICK CUT TC:

EXT, CAlAL STRIST, IGHT,

0

LAURSA running, sovlbing. Alcad she ean sse a small elusiter

of IMCLICE JTanning owdé in an encirciing opoiation,

QULSHK CUr 0o
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THT, STt wmwRTai GO, CTTHHER,

IISATIIR gudvers in o trance ¢ficot:, her bvlue cyes stharings,

e, BGOL O Ao iSLEOT IOr s, DRI,

JoiM's face siwows horror, thon foax,
Tlie DUHARF slowly talies hor hawnd from her s.]'.szeve, she is
holding a preat Lutciaers Xnifle which glinﬁs as #ne raises
-'lt. Her face Treals in an appalling srdin of anticipation,
JOHET stunbiles haclowarvds, hiie hrod shalidas slowly dino
diswelilef,
The DWART leaps with a scereamn of vindiletive triuwph,.
Tha tutciiers knifo ds buriesd i JON's shwroat.

SJUICLE CUT T0:

LT, SIST NG .-.“':TT‘-T- OIS nROcH, DEaTT,

o o e . ey -

IFPATIIER aitine tihe most plercing and hormific serasur,  3he

e

can sea JOIN's deat
QUICE U TG

L7, ROOH GF DERITICT HOUSE, HTGHT,

oe—n e e e . R - s
Lovld, still scarchingy, seill ormnsnny osn aiae st

at The furlouz I'CLICS activity .averywhzre. When she apralis

it is a prayer.
LAUNA
John, ...derliig., .
cuT TO:

AT, GRAND CANTAT.. DAY,
2is

An identical BIICT G LAURA Tldiag on w vanoretto watwoon
the TY0O 3A5TIRE, It 1s fhe save sxact shot as JOHIT sosr,
IIOLD for a molent, ‘Then tho CAUISRA WOVIS QUL to roveal
that Tthe wvarorette is a funeral Iaunch. The cofifin wizh
JOHIN'a bedy is on a frestle, Xi¢ is heaped with (he soct
reautiful flowers.

LAUZA stw _1.,1:3..1 in her grdel.  HUEDY heolds nor gently,
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