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FADE IN:
L

INT. NEWS ROOM - DAY

1

A NEWSCASTER sits at a desk. Over his shoulder, we see VIDEO
of SOMEONE being violently washed down a channel (shot from
ground level). A chyron above the Newscaster reads: "Killer
• Rain."
NEWSCASTER
If you're just joining us, NBC President,
Warren Littlefield is being swept along
an irrigation channel near Bakersfield
after Southern California was devastated
by a quarter inch of rain.
CUT TO:
!

EXT. BANKS OF THE RIVER - CONTINUOUS

2

A REPORTER stands on the bank. Behind her, several RESCUE
WORKERS in orange jumpsuits stare at the camera, obviously
excited about being on TV.
REPORTER
No one knows why the man responsible for
such shows as "Friends," "E.R.," and the
new hit, "Just Shoot Me," ended up in
this channel.
CAMERA MAN (O.S.)
He's coming!
We see WARREN being swept past. Because the rescue workers
were distracted by the camera, they throw the rope too late,
missing Warren.
RESCUE WORKER
Back to the truck!
CUT TO:
3

"•{V'-s
i i

INT. MUCKEL MANOR - SAME TIME
Several RESIDENTS of Muckel Manor, a three-story Victorian
house, are gathered around their TV watching the story
unfold. In the background, we see DEWEY and MONICA
rehearsing a dance number. They stand in front of a backdrop
painted with an underwater scene and wear diving suits and
helmets, as they sing a sea-related song. Two of OLD MEN are
trying to create the effect of fish swimming by. They hold
sticks with rubber fish dangling from them.

3

Paul Reubens Unitled Show

First

Draft

3/31/98

(2.

Dewey gets annoyed at the TV being on and crosses over.
Monica follows. HECTOR, a thirty-year-old Hispanic man, and
his daughter, TATIANA, an eight-year-old Hispanic girl, watch
the TV.
DEWEY
(attitude)
Excuse me. Trying to rehearse, here.
TATIANA
Some man is being washed down the river —
he'll be coming right by our house!
HECTOR
He's going to get sucked into the power
plant intake. We have to help him.
DEWEY
He shouldn't have been playing in the
river to begin with. It's nature's way
of thinning the herd.
MONICA
Hey, isn't that the president of NBC,
Warren Littlefield? The man responsible
for such hit shows as... Dewey? Dewey?
y$SZ&\

Dewey has VANISHED. Monica looks at the television.
ON THE TV:
Dewey is running towards the river.
EXT. RIVERBANK - CONTINUOUS
Dewey runs past several signs that say "Danger - don't go in
the water," etc. He climbs out on the branch of a dead tree,
that hangs low over the raging water. Behind him is the
large whirlpool of the intake to the power plant - certain
death.
Warren washes by. Dewey reaches down and grabs Warren by the
hand. Warren looks up to see the odd sight of his rescuer
wearing a diving outfit.
WARREN
Thank God... you saved my life!
DEWEY
Uh... let's not get ahead of ourselves,
Warren. I can't help but notice that
your network doesn't have any variety
shows on the schedule.
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WARREN
Variety shows... dead.
please!

Pull me out,

DEWEY
See, what I was thinking, my wife and I
and our houseful of talented people put
on a variety show every weekend. I was
wondering if you might wanna give a
coupla crazy kids a break.
Uh... Uh

WARREN
I'll need time to think...
DEWEY

Okay.
Dewey lowers his hand, causing Warren's head to go under the
water. Beat. Dewey pulls him up.
DEWEY
Was that enough time?
The branch Dewey's on starts to break.
WARREN
Okay, I'll give you your own show!
Dewey pulls Warren to safety, just as the branch breaks off.
The branch gets sucked into the whirlpool, and disappears.
CUT TO:
EXT. RIVERBANK - LATER
The group is gathered around Warren, who shivers and looks to
be in shock. He has a blanket draped around him. Dewey
holds a sheet of paper in front of Warren.
DEWEY
The show's the main thing, but I need you
to sign off on a few things.
(reading)
"Full creative control, a soundstage
named after me, and a flying car as soon
as they come out — 'cuz they're gonna be
really expensive the first year.
Warren signs the contract.

5
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DEWEY (cont'd)
(calling off)
It's all right — let the paramedics
through!
Two PARAMEDICS rush in and start working on Warren.
DEWEY (cont'd)
(to Warren)
Oh, and if you could just initial right
here where it states that you'll take
care of relocation costs.
Warren nods.
CUT TO:
INT. CAB OF TRUCK

6

Dewey has his arm around Monica as he drives a big truck.
CUT WIDE:
EXT. TREE-LINED STREET - CONTINUOUS
/#&*\

7

They're pulling a flatbed trailer — on top of which rests
their three-story Victorian house. They clip parking meters
as they drive happily along. The parking meters explode,
showering the ground with change. KIDS run along after them,
gathering the money.
INT. MUCKEL MANOR - SAME TIME

8

People in the house act like they're on the subway, doing
everyday things while hanging onto something, as the house
sways. People read, play chess, pass out lemonade, etc.
INT. CAB OF TRUCK - CONTINUOUS
MONICA
Warren Littlefield must be the nicest man
in the world, to give a couple of
unknowns like us our own show!
Dewey smiles knowingly. Then:
DEWEY
Hey, we're here!
Dewey hits the brakes, stopping the truck in front of NBC
STUDIOS.

9
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10

We see people and furnishings flying forward.
CUT TO:
11

EXT. NBC STUDIOS - BURBANK - LATER

11

A large crane is positioned next to the house. A WORKER on
the roof of Muckel Manor takes the big hook on the end of the
crane's cable and hooks it to the weathervane on * top of the
house, then gives thumbs up. The crane lifts the enormous
house onto the roof of the NBC executive building. It hovers
about three feet off the roof. Dewey shouts up at the crane
operator.
DEWEY
Uh, a little to the right. Too far.
Just a little more to the left. Now,
maybe a smidgeon to the right. Perfect!
The house is dropped onto the roof with a THUD.
CUT TO MAIN TITLES.
FADE OUT.
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ACT ONE
FADE I N :

12

EXT. MUCKEL MANOR - MORNING

12

Establishing.
13

INT. MUCKEL MANOR - DEWEY AND MONICA'S BEDROOM - MORNING

13

Dewey and Monica lay in bed. Dewey wakes up but ds not able
to sit up because of the weight of his pneumatic hair
protector, which looks like the "Rocketeer" helmet. He kicks
his feet several times but still can't get up.
DEWEY
Honey?
Monica wakes up and smiles at him.
DEWEY (cont'd)
Little help?

/?««*\
{

She punches in a code into the keypad on the side of the
helmet. A little door on the helmet opens and she pulls out
a key. She then uses the key to open the helmet. We HEAR
the WHOOSH of the airlock as it opens, REVEALING Dewey's
perfectly preserved hair.
DEWEY
Thanks, honey, I love you.
MONICA
I love you, too, sweetheart.
DEWEY
What do you love about me?
MONICA
(sweet)
There are so many things about you I
love, I don't know where to start.
DEWEY
Pick anywhere. It's all good.
MONICA
I'm sorry, I've just gone blank.
DEWEY
What about my rugged good looks?
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MONICA
What about them?
DEWEY
Well, rugged good looks, that would be
one. Now you try.
MONICA
Uh... um... gosh...
DEWEY
A sparkling personality.
have that.

People say I

MONICA
What people?
DEWEY
All the people. Everyone's saying it.
Listen.
He cups his ear. Suddenly, she pounces on him and they
. . wrestle for a moment.
DEWEY (cont'd)
(realizing)
MY HAIR!!!
MONICA
Relax, honey, it looks fine.
With trepidation, Dewey leans over and looks in a mirror.
One hair is out of place.
DEWEY
Fine?! I don't even recognize myself.
You know I consider my hair my good luck
charm.
Dewey holds up a magnifying glass.
DEWEY (cont'd)
Well, look! There's nothing lucky about
this! Let's just forget about our dreams
of television stardom. We might as well
just pack up and go back to Bakers field.
MONICA
Honey, you're just experiencing your
usual pre-show jitters. Why don't you go
fix your hair — you'll feel better. We
all will.

(7,
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Dewey goes into the:
14

INT. DEWEY AND MONICA'S BATHROOM - CONTINUOUS
Here, we see every kind of hair-care product and arcane
treatment, plus a large assortment of blow dryers, hot combs,
curling irons, etc. Dewey flicks a switch and several
mirrors swing into position around him. One of them is an
extremely powerful magnifying mirror that reflects the one
out-of-place hair.
During the following, Dewey pours several bottles of
treatments into a blender, mixes it, then uses an atomizer to
spray the resulting formula onto his hair. But the loose
hair keeps popping back up. Finally, it holds.
MONICA
Oh, by the way, honey, remember that guy
who was crawling up the side of the
building yesterday?
DEWEY
No, he can't move in.

r

MONICA
Please? He's a budding daredevil, but he
never has time to work on his stunts,
because he works in the NBC mailroom.
DEWEY
Monica, don't you think it's getting a
little crowded in here?
MONICA
(fondly)
It was crowded when a
cream salesman showed
didn't turn him away.
blossomed into a fine
found true love along

certain young ice
up at the door. We
He stayed and
singer. And he
the way.

DEWEY
(smiling coyly)
Is this one of those stories that you
have to have a Ph.D. to understand?
'Cause you know I didn't go to college.
I was a lowly ice cream sales... wait a
minute! That story was about me, right?
Right.

MONICA
So can he stay?

14
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DEWEY
I'll think about it.
MONICA
Thanks, honey. I'll introduce you to Ron
when your hair's done.
She exits. Dewey looks in the mirror in horror.
DEWEY
(calling after)
It is done.
(he waits for a response)
Honey? My hair is done. Monica? What
made you think it wasn't done?
Dewey gets extremely close to the mirror, frantically looking
for any hair out of place.
CUT TO:
15

/0&*.t

INT. MUCKEL MANOR - LIVING ROOM - LATER

15

Dewey heads down the grand staircase, the centerpiece of the
house. He rides a stair lift that travels on a track. He
passes by several ELDERLY PEOPLE, who slowly make their way
down the stairs.
DEWEY
(to elderly man, brightly)
New hip lookin' good.
(to woman with cane)
Race ya!
Dewey's chair stops at the bottom of the stairs in the living
room, which is filled with people. MONICA'S MOTHER, wearing
a flying harness, descends spider-like from above him. She's
a vital, sassy woman with a million dollar smile.
MONICA'S MOTHER
Morning, Dewey. Look at me —
flying!

I'm

DEWEY
Hey, and without your broom.
(then, brightly)
Morning, mommy-in-law dearest.
MONICA'S MOTHER
I'm testing my daughter's flying harness
for the outer space number in this week's
show.
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Reveal a couple of GRIPS in the background who hold onto
ropes.
DEWEY
Who's testing mine?
A large, black hairball lowers into frame. It rotates to
reveal that it's the afro of MONICA'S STEP-FATHER, a sixtyish
African-American.
MONICA'S STEP-FATHER
I am, son. And I gotta warn ya, this
darn thing's crushin' my package.
MONICA'S MOTHER
(to grips)
Better take him down, boys. We might
want to have kids some day.
She kisses him, then the grips lower him to the ground. He
struggles to get out of his harness.
DEWEY
(dryly)
Just what my wife needs — a little
brother.
Dewey re-checks his image in a brass globe on the bottom post
of the stairs. Monica's mother hovers over him.
MONICA'S MOTHER
I can see your bald spot. Ha ha, just
kidding. Or am I?
Dewey pushes her so she spins head over heels.
MONICA'S MOTHER (cont'd)
Dewey, stop!
DEWEY
Ha ha! Just kidding. Or am I?
He gives her another push.
DEWEY (cont'd)
Still see my bald spot?
MONICA'S MOTHER
No. You have no bald spot. I've never
seen such a thick head of hair before.
Please help me down.
.$$***•
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Dewey gives the grips the thumbs up and Monica's Mother
disappears up and out of frame.
Dewey crosses to the DEL RUBIO SISTERS — identical twin
seniors. Hector lays in front of them on a wooden xylophone
wearing only a towel and a cop hat. The sisters strike his
back with mallets. We HEAR muffled music coming from the
strange configuration.
DEWEY
Morning, Del Rubio's. Morning Officer
Hector.
(beat)
Let me guess, Cop Rock?
DEL RUBIO #1
We're playing "Telestar," the song that
commemorates the first satellite launched
into space.
DEL RUBIO #2
And Hector wanted a massage. We decided
to combine the two.

/***•-

They continue playing. Tatiana approaches wearing a fancy,
outer space themed dress.
TATIANA
Look at my costume, Dad.

It lights up!

She turns the costume on to demonstrate.
HECTOR
Wow. That's beautiful, honey. Have you
shown it to everyone in the dining room?
TATIANA
I can't. The extension cord won't reach
that far.
ANGLE ON:
The CRONIES, a group of older men who are friends of Monica's
step-father. They are fiddling with a compressor and nail
gun.
CRONY #1
Here's some extra cord for ya, Tatiana.
He tosses one end of an extension cord to Tatiana, the other
end being attached to a large roll.
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TATIANA
Thanks, Dink.
Tatiana plugs herself in, then heads towards the kitchen.
The roll of extension cord unspools as she exits.
CRONY #1
Hey, ya finally got out of bed, huh,
Dewey? I've been up since eight.
CRONY #2
I got up at six.
CRONY #3
I never went to bed.
The Cronies let out deep, guttural laughs which turn into
hacking coughs.
DEWEY
Hah, hah. That's a gut buster, all
right. What're you guys doing?
CRONY #1
Some floorboards came loose during the
big move. We're nailin' *em back down.
Crony #1 holds up a loaded nailgun, nods to the other
cronies. He aims the nailgun at the floor.
CUT TO:
16

INT. NBC EXECUTIVE BUILDING - HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS
We meet a woman, ASPEN, and a man, JARROD, two rising, goodlooking, NBC executives. They're both Ivy League graduates,
smartly dressed and incredibly groomed. Jarrod hums happily.
ASPEN
Why are you in such a good mood this
morning?
JARROD
I fired a page, then yelled at that old
security guard for no reason. God, I've
never felt so alive.
Suddenly, above them, a nail explodes through the ceiling,
spraying them with bits of plaster. Aspen glares at the
ceiling in disgust.
'ASPEN
It's those... people on the roof.

16
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JARROD
Are you sure they're "people?"
They share an evil laugh. More nails explode through the
ceiling. They hold their trendy briefcases over their heads
for protection and dash down the hallway staying ahead of the
nails. They duck into an alcove then watch the popping nails
continue down the hallway.
17

INT. WARREN LITTLEFIELD'S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS
Aspen and Jarrod burst in. They look confused as they find
Warren sitting in a lotus position listening to whale sounds.
ASPEN
Warren! Those Muckels are disrupting
everything!
JARROD
It's bad enough they put their decrepit
old house on the roof, now they're
shooting things through the ceiling.

/*^

ASPEN
Something is leaking into my office. And
it smells. You know, Warren, it's not
too late to pull the plug on their show.
WARREN
(calmly)
Aspen. Jarrod. It's time for us to stop
pretending that we're creating bold,
innovative new programming. From now -on,
we're really going.to create bold,
innovative new programming.
JARROD
(sotto, to Aspen)
He's insane. • •
ASPEN
Warren, are you all right?
Warren puts a hand on each of their shoulders.

i/*'^-.

WARREN
(warmly)
I am now. I feel like a different person
since my near-death experience. It's
taught me that there are more important
things in life than just protecting our
own jobs in show business.

17
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Aspen starts to speak but Warren cuts her off with a gesture.
WARREN (cont'd)
Wait, I love this part.
He listens in bliss as the whale sounds continue.
CUT TO:
18

INT. MUCKEL MANOR - LIVING ROOM - SAME TIME

18

The nailgun is starting to get away from one of the cronies.
Nails are flying everywhere. People dive for cover behind
furniture, etc. Dewey looks up and sees a nail heading
straight for him. He runs out the front door.
19

EXT. MUCKEL MANOR - FRONT PORCH - CONTINUOUS

19

As Dewey runs out the front door, he catches his foot in a
coiled up garden hose. He falls over the edge of the roof.
20

INT. WARREN LITTLEFIELD'S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

20

Behind Warren, Dewey falls into view, bouncing upside down,
hanging from the garden hose in front of the window. Aspen
and Jarrod jump back, startled.

yflPfcy

WARREN
(oblivious)
Relax. I'm a changed man.
hit.

I no longer
CUT TO:

21

INT. MUCKEL MANOR - KITCHEN - SAME TIME
Monica enters. LYPSINKA is making breakfast. She has a
glamorous, retro, 1940's look. She is dressed to the nines
with a beautiful cocktail apron over her fantastic chiffon
dress.
MONICA
Good morning, Lypsinka. I didn't know it
was your turn to make breakfast.
LYPSINKA
I switched places with the Elephant Man.
He's in one of his "moods." No surprise
there — Mercury is in retrograde.
MONICA
Can I give you a hand?

21
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LYPSINKA
Yes. Be a dear and get the butter
sculpture out of the freezer.
As Monica crosses to the walk-in freezer, she sees her
sister, FRANKIE, a masculine handywoman who wears her hair
short and coveralls. She's been working under the sink.
MONICA
How's it going, sis?
FRANKIE
Awful. My back is killin' me and I'm out
of chew. Whoever installed these copper
pipes had no idea what they were doing.
LYPSINKA
You want me to help?
FRANKIE
(flirty)
No, no. I don't want you to dirty your
pretty little hands.

|

Monica pulls a three foot sculpture of Michelangelo's "David"
out of the freezer. TARZAN, a wrestler who dresses like the
Lord of the Apes, takes the tray of pancakes and the butter
sculpture and exits.

(

CUT TO:
22

INT. WARREN LITTLEFIELD'S OFFICE - SAME TIME
Outside the window, Dewey has managed to turn himself rightside up. He puts his feet on the glass. Aspen and Jarrod
talk to one side.
ASPEN
What an embarrassment. Where did these
people come from? The R. Crumb
documentary?
JARROD
Don't worry. I'll make sure the roof
people are back on their turnip truck to
Bakersfield by the end of the week.
With his feet, Dewey
obviously attempting
Bruce Willis in "Die
face pressed against

pushes himself out away from the window,
to swing back and crash through it like
Hard." Instead, he comes to a THUD, his
the glass. His hair bends out of shape.

22
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WARREN
(to Aspen and Jarrod)
How can you not laugh at that?
Aspen and Jarrod remain stone-faced. We HEAR a weird suction
cup sound. Then a MAN comes into frame using suction cups to
climb up the outside of the window. He is RON STAR, a young,
good-looking man who wears a colorful, Evel Knievel-type
jumpsuit and helmet.
23

EXT. NBC EXECUTIVE BUILDING - CONTINUOUS

23

RON STAR
Hang on. I'm here to rescue you, sir.
DEWEY
Who are you?
RON STAR
I'm a friend. Grab on.
Dewey climbs onto Ron Star's back. Ron continues to climb up
the side of the building, using his suction cups.
24

INT. WARREN LITTLEFIELD'S OFFICE - SAME TIME

24

yfl$*N

JARROD
Who was that masked man?
WARREN
Does it matter?
(saluting Ron)
Well done!
25

EXT. MUCKEL MANOR - FRONT PORCH - CONTINUOUS

25

Monica is waiting on the roof as Ron and Dewey climb back up.
MONICA
Thanks, Ron.
(to Dewey)
Honey, this is the guy I was telling you
about. Now can he stay?
DEWEY
Of course.

/sfFV

RON STAR
Gee, gosh. Thanks, Mr. Muckel! Oh,
here's one of my safety pamphlets - it's
on rooftop safety. You might want to
read through this, when you have a

y

chance.
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Ron Star walks away.
DEWEY (cont'd)
(whining)
Honey! Don't ask me if someone can live
with us when they're standing right in
front of me. How can I say no?
MONICA
Dewey, he did save your life.
«

DEWEY
So? What kind of self-centered
opportunist expects a reward for saving a
life...
(realizing)
Oh.
Dewey turns. Monica sees that Dewey's hair is messed up
horribly. She reacts with a start.
DEWEY (cont'd)
Something wrong, honey?
MONICA
No, no. Everything's fine.

/•**

CUT TO:
26

INT. MUCKEL MANOR - DINING ROOM - MOMENTS LATER
The centerpiece of the room is a huge, round table with a
three foot hole in the center. Around the hole is a Lazy
Susan. Everyone we've met before is present, as well as
ELEPHANT MAN, the PROFESSOR, GRANDMA, an EX-CONVICT, a NUDIST
(black bars cover her private parts), and SEVERAL OTHERS. The
Ex-Convict plays a baby grand piano.
Dewey and Monica enter. Everyone sees that Dewey's hair is
messed up and GASPS.
MONICA
(quickly, to group)
Ixnay on the air-hay, everyone.
DEWEY
I don't speak Pig-Latin, Monica.
MONICA
I know, dear.

•/*"**'••

Dewey stands at the head of the table as everyone gets
situated and seated.

26

Paul Reubens Unitled" Show

First

Draft

3/31/98

(18.

I.,,^ W * v
»

DEWEY
Good morning, everybody. I'd like you to
- meet our newest tenant, Ron Star. Maybe
you could all introduce yourselves.
Everybody SAYS their name at the same time.
DEWEY (cont'd)
Well, I don't mind telling everyone,
I'm pretty excited. First week of our
new NBC show. This is what they call the
"big time." But don't get the wrong
idea. First couple years of a new show,
nobody makes any money. So everybody
still pays for their own lunches.
Grandma, would you like to say Grace?
Grandma nods, "yes", then launches into a long-winded,
hacking cough. We notice she doesn't cover her mouth as she
coughs in the direction of the food. When she's done:
Amen.

DEWEY (cont'd)
Let's eat.

Grandma waves her hand.
yH(B*\

GRANDMA
Wait, I have an announcement I want to
make first. I'm getting married!
She smiles at Tarzan sitting next to her. Tarzan smiles
shyly. People around the table offer their congratulations,
except Dewey who looks concerned.
DEWEY
(to Monica)
Again?! He's just after the house. I
don't want some sweet-talkin' ape-man to
get it, not after I've spent the last
fifteen years kissin* up to her.
MONICA
Don't worry. She'll get bored and toss
him aside, like all the others.
PRODUCTION NUMBER ONE
TATIANA BEGINS SINGING "SWXNGXN' ON A STAR" ZN
SPANISH.
LYPSINKA STANDS ZN THE HOLE ZN THE MIDDLE
OF THE TABLE AND DZSHES OUT THE MEAL — SCOOPZNG FOOD
ONTO PLATES AND SLIDING THEM ACROSS THE TABLE.
THE
SERVING OF THE MEAL TAKES ON THE LOOK OF A BUSBY
BERKLEY DANCE NUMBER.
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THERE'S A MAGICAL FEELING ZN THE ROOM — EVERYONE'S
HAVING A GREAT TZME.
THZS ZS THE COMMUNITY OF MUCKEL
MANOR AT ZTS FINEST.
DEWEY LEANS
HZS KNIFE.
APPARENTLY,
ON A PIECE
BORRZFZED.

OVER TO THE BUTTER STATUE OF DAVID WITH
WE SEE THE STATUE FROM THE REAR.
DEWEY LOPS OFF THE PENIS AND SPREADS ZT
OF TOAST.
LYPSINKA LOOKS AT HIM,
DEWEY LOOKS AT HER LZKE, "WHAT?"

JUST THEN, MONZCA NOTZCES A STAINLESS STEEL PITCHER
BEZNG PASSED AROUND THE TABLE.
SHE TRZES TO STOP ZT,
REALIZING THE ZMPENDZNG DANGER OF DEWEY SEEING HZS
REFLECTZON.
THE SZNGZNG AND DANCING REACH THEZR APEX
AS THE SERVING PITCHER ZS PLACED ZN FRONT OF DEWEY.
BE SEES HZS REFLECTZON.
PUSH ZN ON THE PART OF HZS
HAIR THAT'S MESSED UP.
DEWEY SCREAMS — ENDING THE
SONG. HZ HAS WHAT AMOUNTS TO A VIOLENT, EPILEPTICSTYLE SEIZURE AND PASSES OUT.
FADE OUT.
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
FADE IN:
27

INT. MUCKEL MANOR - DINING ROOM - LATER

27

Dewey wakes up, laying on the round table. Monica sits next
to him with his head on her lap. Several others are gathered
around, watching.
DEWEY
I had the weirdest dream—
(looking around the room)
You were there and you were there... I
think we were having breakfast and
Tatiana was singing. And my hair was
messed up! It was horrible!
Lypsinka hands Dewey a glass of water. Dewey sees his
reflection on the side of the glass, SCREAMS and passes out
again.
DISSOLVE TO:
28

INT. MUCKEL MANOR - LIVING ROOM - MOMENTS LATER
Dewey lies on the couch. Monica sits next to him with his
head on her lap.
DEWEY
I had the most horrible dream...
MONICA
I know honey.
Nearby, Daredevil Ron Star stands wearing his big, mirrored
belt buckle. Dewey sees his reflection in the buckle,
SCREAMS and passes out again.
RON STAR
Why is Mr. Muckel so obsessed about his
hair?
MONICA
He thinks it's bad luck if his hair isn't
looking perfect. I keep trying to tell
him it's all in his head.
Dewey pops awake.

28
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DEWEY
All in my head!? Have you forgotten the
finals for the state-wide high school
drama festival?
WAVE DISSOLVE TO:
29

INT. AUDITORIUM - TWENTY YEARS AGO
We see a younger Dewey with ridiculously well-groomed hair
and a wispy, Prince-like moustache. He wears a torn T-shirt
and holds a bowling ball.

, /$$***.

DEWEY (V.O.)
We were going head-to-head with Beverly
Hills High. They had brought out all
their big guns - Scott Baio, the Van
Patton Boys, and the fat kid from "Bad
News Bears" - I can never remember his
name.
(then)
They were smart. Very smart. They did a
scene from "Cat On A Hot Tin Roof." And
they didn't soft-pedal it, either. You
could tell exactly what had been going on
between Brick and Skipper. It was going
to take a super-human effort to knock
these gods from their pedestals, but
luckily I had a little Tennessee Williams
up my own sleeve: "Streetcar!"
Backstage, Dewey puts the finishing touches on his hair. The
Beverly Hills High group comes off stage, high-fiving each
other. One girl is wearing a slip while one boy has a cast
on his foot. As Dewey prepares to go on stage, one of the
kids puts him in a headlock and gives him a "Dutch rub, •
messing up his hair.
Hey,

KID
Bakersfield — good luck out there.

Dewey reacts in horror. A TEACHER pushes him out onto stage.
TEACHER
Get out there, you're on.
DEWEY (V.O.)
That kid had ruined my hair, but I felt
confident I could recover and impress the
multitude of talent agents present.
'/&**>•

He launches into a monologue.
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DEWEY (cont'd)
"Eunice, is my girl up there? I want my
. girl! I'll keep on ringin' till I talk
with my baby! Stel-lahhhhh! Eunice, I
want my girl down here! Stel-lahh!"
As Dewey does the speech, people in the audience begin to
LAUGH. Dewey starts to perspire, and his eyes dart among the
audience. QUICK CUTS: Funhouse shots of people laughing.
The laughter rings louder and louder. Dewey runs off the
stage in horror.
30

INT. MUCKEL MANOR - LIVING ROOM - BACK TO PRESENT
DEWEY (cont'd)
I could have been Chachi! But no! The
opportunity of a lifetime, blown, all
because of my hair. It's going to happen
again!
MONICA
It's not going to happen again. Our
first show is going to come off fine, no
matter what your hair looks like.
DEWEY
My hair is the source of all my power and
energy. I'm like Hercules.
MONICA
Samson.
DEWEY
Same difference.
MONICA
I promise everything will be all right by
our premiere on Friday. Come here.
She motions for him to turn around. He does so, and she
presses a point in the back of his neck with one finger.
Dewey visibly melts.
DEWEY
.Ahhhh...
FRANKIE
When I was in high school, we did "Caine
Mutiny." I played Captain Queeg—

J0^&**.
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DEWEY
(inpatient)
Excuse me, I'm sure we're all very
interested in your high school career,
but we have to get down to the stage and
rehearse.
They start to file out. Grandma stops Tarzan from leaving.
She hands him a dark uniform.
GRANDMA
Here, put this chauffeur's uniform on.
We're going to play "Driving Miss Daisy."
Tarzan smiles and starts beating his chest.
CUT TO:
31

EXT. NBC EXECUTIVE BUILDING - ROOF

31

Dewey, (now wearing a turban — looking not unlike Norma
Desmond in "Sunset Blvd.") Monica and several others leave
the house and walk across the roof towards the ANGEL'S FLIGHT
depot (a rickety funicular that runs down the side of the
building to the ground).
I

Included in this group is the Elephant Man who's the show's
flamboyant choreographer. He has a perfectly slim buff bod,
and long Fabio-style hair. Only his face is screwed up.
ELEPHANT MAN
You'll never guess who I saw in the
elevator. George Clooney!
I swear I
couldn't breathe. His skin was flawless.
I'd go there in two seconds.
DEWEY
(overly casual)
What about his hair?
ELEPHANT MAN
(played this game before)
Oh, well, just okay.
Before the group can board, Dewey reaches over the metal
doorway to the depot and opens a magnetic "hide-a-key." He
unlocks the door and the group steps into the car. Dewey
replaces the key before boarding.
ANGLE ON:

' rf$tey

The angel's flight as the group rides down the side of the
building.
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It creaks and shakes as though it might fall off the track at
any moment. Elephant Man looks out down to the parking lot.

W*N

ELEPHANT MAN (cont'd)
Oh my God, Rosie O'Donnell.
He jumps up and leans out the window.
ELEPHANT MAN (cont'd)
(waving wildly)
Rosie! Rosie! Up here!
Everybody, except Dewey, leans over to look at Rosie causing
the car to almost fall off the track. Dewey leans the other
way to try to balance the car.
DISSOLVE TO:
32

EXT. NBC STUDIO GROUND (OUTSIDE THE SOUNDSTAGE)
The group gets off the angel's flight. Aspen and Jarrod
approach them with CHER at their side.
ELEPHANT MAN
(to Cher) Oh, my God! Do you know who
you are? You're Cher!

(

He gives Cher a big hug.
ELEPHANT MAN (cont'd)
I loved you in "Mask. • For some reason,
that movie just spoke to me.
Aspen and Jarrod look horrified. Aspen swats the Elephant
Man with her day-planner.
ASPEN
Get off her, you animal!
DEWEY
He's not an animal. He's the best damn
choreographer to ever come out of
Bakersfield.
JARROD
Cher, I am sfi sorry.
CHER
That's okay. He's hardly the most
disgusting person I've been touched by in
Hollywood.

.^
X

G°

d

ELEPHANT MAN
bless you, Cher.
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The Elephant Man lets her loose.
DEWEY
(to Cher)
So, are you here to see our act?
afraid rehearsals are closed.

I'm

JARROD
Actually, Cher's agreed to be the guest
star on your very first show.
*

QUICK ZOOM IN on Dewey's face which displays abject horror.
He talks through a forced smile.
DEWEY
Oh, how lovely.
CHER
I'm really excited about working with you
— even though I've never heard of you or
seen any of your work.
ASPEN
(sotto)
You don't have to mingle with the
Muckels.
(then)
Come on, Cher. We'll show you to your
big star dressing room.
Dewey's face twitches. Jarrod, Aspen, and Cher walk away.
JARROD
(sotto, to Aspen)
These clowns will look so pitiful next to
Cher, Warren will cancel their show in a
heartbeat.
Jarrod and Aspen share an evil little laugh.
ANGLE ON:
Dewey and Monica. Dewey starts to have a breakdown.
DEWEY
See? My hair gets messed up and suddenly
we get stuck with a guest star.
Coincidence? I think not. I told you if
I didn't fix my hair it would be bad
luck.

(25.
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Dewey falls to his knees and shakes both fists at the sky.

\

DEWEY (cont'd)
(a la Stanley Kowalski)
War-ren!! Warr-rennn!!
DISSOLVE TO:
33

INT. SOUNDSTAGE - LATER

33

The Elephant Man watches as Cher sings and dances. After a
few beats, he stops her. Monica's mother plays the piano
while they rehearse. The ORCHESTRA backing her is made up of
Monica's step-dad, his cronies, and the Del Rubio sisters,
who each play a different instrument. (Think of Spike Jones
and The City Slickers.) Monica's step dad plays the guitar
and has a harmonica attached to him, a la Bob Dylan.
ELEPHANT MAN
No no no no! Watch me.
(demonstrating)
It's third position, kick, drop to
second!
(then)
Is that so hard? Submit to me, Cher.
Let me in.
I'm sorry.

CHER
I'll get it.

ANGLE ON:
Dewey and Monica who stand in front of a puppet stage with a
black art curtain behind it. . They hold scripts and are
starting to rehearse.
DEWEY
"Hey, Monica, let's see what our friend,
Milky Pilky, is up to."
Dewey KNOCKS on the top of the puppet stage. A cute, fuzzy,
fourteen-inch-tall creature, henceforth known as MILKY PILKY,
emerges. Milky wears a set of Martian antennae.
MONICA
"Hi, Milky Pilky!"

/»°v
V

MILKY PILKY
(robotic voice)
•I am not Milky Pilky. I am an alien
intruder. I have come to destroy all of
mankind unless you give me two tons of
your Earth gum drops."
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Dewey pulls off Milky's antennae.
DEWEY
"You're not an alien. You're Milky
Pilky."
(breaking character)
Applause, applause, applause
MILKY PILKY
(cute voice)
"Aw, shucks. I thought that would work.
You got any gum drops?"
MONICA
"You know the rule. What do you have to
say?"
MILKY PILKY
"You really make it hard on a guy. Okay,

plsase."
Monica drops a gum drop into Milky's mouth. Monica and Dewey
both step back, knowing what's coming. Milky Pilky launches
into a euphoric series of gyrations, bouncing around the
stage, floating, etc. Beat. He stops and breaks character.
/0fc\.

MILKY PILKY (cont'd)
(gruff voice)
Geez — could we turn up the air
conditioning in here? I'm burnin' up!
(shouting)
Now!!!
He pulls off his "costume," revealing that he's not really
fuzzy, but has Chihuahua-like short hair. It also becomes
apparent that he's not a puppet, but a living breathing
creature.
MILKY PILKY (cont'd)
Man, I'm sweatin' like a pig.
Ron Star passes by.

He looks at Milky Pilky, startled.

RON STAR
What is that thing — a gerbil?
MILKY PILKY
You wish!
MONICA
(to Ron)
We've never been sure what Milky Pilky
is, exactly.
(MORE)
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MONICA (cont'd)
But we haven't had any problems with bugs
or rodents since he moved in.
In the background, the Elephant Man berates Cher again.
ELEPHANT MAN
No no no no! You're trying to kill me,
aren't you Cher? You hate me — is that
it?
Aspen and Jarrod approach Dewey and Monica.
ASPEN
Look, I'd like to cut your hideously
deformed friend there some slack, but
he's being a little harsh to our guest
star.
DEWEY
He has a name. It's Elephant Man.
ASPEN
Whatever.

****-.

JARROD
I think we should replace him.
roommate's a choreographer.

My

ASPEN
He did the ESPY awards this year. It was
astounding.
MONICA
I'll have a word with Elephant Man, but
we can't fire him. He's been with us
since he was Elephant Boy.
Monica crosses away. Jarrod opens his briefcase and smugly
hands Dewey a sheet of paper.
JARROD
I've taken the liberty of making a list
of future guest stars for your show. If
there's anybody here you don't feel
comfortable with, feel free to cross them
.off.
Dewey takes the sheet of paper and quickly scans the list.

/#•»..

DEWEY
Uh huh. Uh huh. Urn. Interesting.
She's still alive? Hmm. Uh huh. Uh
huh. He's out of jail?
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Dewey pulls out an ultra-wide, big, black magic marker. He
then motions to Jarrod to turn around.
DEWEY (cont'd)
Do you mind?
Jarrod turns around and Dewey uses his back as a writing
surface. He violently makes a huge 'X' across the entire
sheet. He then removes the paper and there's a big, black
'X' on Jarrod's jacket.
Dewey crosses to Monica, as she talks to the Elephant Man.
MONICA
Are you going to be all right?
ELEPHANT MAN
(near tears)
I have to go check my face.
He quickly walks away.
DEWEY
That'll take a while...
MONICA
Be nice, honey. Maybe we should rehearse
our medley with our guest star.
DEWEY
Why do we need this "Cher" person,
anyway? How do we know she can sing?
How do we know she can act? This whole
thing just stinks.
MONICA
It'll be okay. She'll help us get good
ratings.
DEWEY
How many people even remember who she is?
Sure, MS. do because we're in the
business. We don't need some guest star
riding our coat tails. This never would
have happened if my hair was perfect.
MONICA
Come on, honey. It's a real coup that we
got her on "The Monica and Friends Show."
Dewey shoots her a look.

She smiles.

(29.
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MONICA (cont'd)
Just wanted to make sure you were paying
• attention.
DEWEY
I can't explain it, Monica, but I have
this gut feeling that Cher is the
embodiment of all that is evil.
MONICA
You said that about Tatiana when she
joined us.
DEWEY
The jury is still out on that one.
MONICA
This is probably a long shot, but could
it be that you just don't want to share
the limelight?

/iffi^V

DEWEY
Now you're just talking crazy. But since
you brought it up, we had a show that
worked. It was magical, perfectly
balanced
and I was the star.
He turns away, getting emotional. Monica puts her arm around
him.
MONICA
There's no need to feel threatened,
honey. You have just as much talent as
Cher. The only difference between you
and her is she's ten thousand times more
famous.
DEWEY
Thanks, snuggle bug.
They approach Cher, who stands on a set painted black to look
like space. A paper mach'e space ship hangs from the ceiling.
Monica drags Dewey over towards Cher. Dewey puts on a big,
fake smile.
DEWEY (cont'd)
Cher! We're so happy to have you here.
He gives her a couple of "air kisses."

-G$8£i>V.
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It's my pleasure. So what's the story
behind your house being
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