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THE DEAD ZONE

“VORTEX"
CAST
JOHNNY SMITH NATHAN “CYRUS” CARTER *
REV. GENE PURDY MAJOR RAY SEYBOLD
BRUCE LEWIS WOMAN/MRS. LONDSTROM
SARAH BANNERMAN YOUNG GIRL/NORA CARON
WALT BANNERMAN VET

CHAIRWOMAN/SENATOR MEGAN CLEARY

DEPUTY ROSCOE JIMMY STYRON

GREG STILLSON JACOB FRANKEL *
ROGER
LUCY CARON
HUSBAND

CARJACKER 1

NON-SPEAKING

STATE INVESTIGATING PANEL, COURT REPORTER, AIDE, OFFICIALS & PRESS

FAITH HERITAGE CHARITY VOLUNTEERS & CROWD

STATE POLICE, SWAT, SHERIFF DEPUTIES, SNIPER, MEDICS & NEWS CREW

SEEKERS: MEN, WOMEN & CHILDREN (INCLUDING AUSTRALIANS, PREGNANT MRS.
FRANKEL, HER TODDLER SON, BURLY MAN & FRAGILE YOUNG WOMAN)

CARJACKER 2
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THE DEAD ZONE
“VORTEX"
SETS
INTERIORS EXTERIORS

SHERIFF’S STATION
INTERROGATION ROOM

CONGRESSIONAL HEARING ROOM

RV/TENT COMMAND CENTER

SEEKERS’” COMPOUND
CARTER’S OFFICE

CAFETERIA/CHAPEL
LUCY & NORA’S ROOM
N.D. ROOM

MAIN ENTRANCE/FRONT DOOR
LOADING DOCK

OFFICE (ONE WALL)

SCUzZY BATHROOM

VEHICLES

JOHNNY’S RANGE ROVER
WALT"S CRUISER
STYRON’S BEAT UP VAN

RV MOBILE COMMAND CENTER,
NEWS VAN, & AMBULANCE

SWAT VAN,

SEEKERS’ TAN CARGO VAN

EXPENSIVE FAMILY SUV

AUGUSTA, MAINE (STOCK)
STATE CAPITOL BUILDING
(STOCK)

FAITH HERITAGE
PARKING LOT

SEEKERS’ COMPOUND
N.D. FIELD/”MINE FIELD”
WOODED OVERLOOK
CARTER’S OFFICE *
STORM CELLAR DOOR
COUNTRY ROADS
RURAL 2-LANE HIGHWAY
DIRT ROAD/FIRE ROAD
TBD LOCATION (GUN SALE)
RUSTIC GAS STATION/GENERAL STORE
CITY STREET

RV/TENT COMMAND CENTER AREA

STATE POLICE VEHICLES,
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THE DEAD ZONE
" VORTEX"
TEASER

OVER BLACK WE HEAR A MAN S VO CE: 1

CARTER S VA CE
And they went up on the breadth
of the earth, and conpassed the
canp of the saints about, and the
bel oved city: and fire cane down
from God out of heaven... and
devoured them

And with those | ast words... WHOOSH! !

A WALL OF FIRE BI LLOANS QUT AT US I N SLOW MOTI ON 2

It's like watching the head of a match ignite in extrene
cl ose-up. Tines a thousand.

Hungry tongues of flame devour the screen, their hurricane-
i ke howls interspersed with denonic cracklings and

hi ssings. A vision of the Apocal ypse? For a nonment, it
seens that way, but then..

... THE FLAMES BECOVE Pl XI LATED and we begin to pull back,
reveal ing what they're feeding on: several wooden
structures, farm buil dings that have been converted into
sone kind of residential conpound.

Snoke rises into the sky as our frame widens to include a
TIME CODE. Suddenly, the image FREEZES, and we RACK FOCUS
to a MAN' S HAND hol ding a REMOTE, his thunb on "pause."

The hand bel ongs to MAJOR RAY SEYBOLD, a unifornmed, no-
nonsense State Police supervisor in his 40s.

SEYBOLD
At this point, the structures
were fully involved. W --

STILLSON (O S.)
(condescendi nQ)
"Fully invol ved?"

REVEAL we're:

| NT. AUGUSTA, MAI NE - STATE CAPI TOL HEARI NG ROOM - DAY 3
GREG STILLSON sits behind a raised table with THREE ot her

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

menbers of an | NVESTI GATI NG PANEL. A SEAL on the wall

identifies the "Miine State Conm ssion of Investigation."
Seybol d testifies froma table near a w de-screen nonitor,
as a COURT REPORTER and a smattering of OFFICIALS |isten.

SEYBOLD
It neans the entire conpound was
conpletely on fire.

STl LLSON
So rescue efforts...?

SEYBOLD
...were inpossible. | didn't
want to risk nore |ives.

Stillson eyes the time code.

STI LLSON
Al this within twenty m nutes.
Maj or, how do you account for the
rapid spread of the fire?

SEYBOLD
| ncendi ary devices. If you'd
like to hear fromthe head of our
forensics team he's right over --

STI LLSON
No. Right now, | want to hear
fromthe man responsible for this
di saster.
(beat)
Thi s panel calls Johnny Smth.

ON THE DOCRS as they open and Johnny is ushered inside.
O f Johnny, as he takes in the scene..

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE
FADE | N:

EXT. AUGUSTA, MAINE - STATE CAPI TOL BUI LDI NG - DAY
( STOCK)

STILLSON (V. Q)
Madame Chairnman, for the record
would i ke to state ny belief
t hat these hearings should be
open to the press.

| NT. HEARI NG ROOM - DAY

Stillson may be addressing the panel, but his eyes remain
on Johnny, and they betray a personal aninus.

STI LLSON
The citizens of Maine don't deserve
to be kept in the dark about the
progress of this investigation.

The 50i sh CHAI RWOVAN, St ate Senat or MEGAN CLEARY, nods,
her tone diplomatic.

CHAI RMOVAN

Nor will they be, Congressnan,
once this panel establishes all
the relevant facts. And for the
record I would like to express ny
gratitude that you have vol unt eered
to help us in that inportant task.

(turns to Johnny)
Mster Smth, wll you pl ease
state your full name?

JOHNNY (V. Q)
John Robert Smth.

CHAI RWOVAN
Your occupation?

When Johnny hesitates, Stillson seizes the opportunity to
retake control of the hearing, and get another dig in.

STI LLSON

I"'mafraid Mster Smth may find
that a sensitive question.

Johnny eyes Stillson coolly; clearly, there's no |ove
| ost between these two. Then, to the Chairwoman:

J OHNNY
| was a science teacher

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

STI LLSON
Why be di si ngenuous, M ster Smth?
It's well known that you're a
pr of essi onal psychic.

JOHNNY
"Professional" inplies | nake
money at it. | don't.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)

STI LLSON
Thi s panel needs to know how you
becane involved with the religious
cult known as "The Seekers."

A beat as Johnny considers how best to explain.

J OHNNY
| had a vi sion.

STI LLSON
And this "vision," what did it
tell you?

J OHNNY

That a child was going to die.

And as an expectant hush falls over the room we PUSH IN
on Johnny... begin to hear a woman's voice --

WOMAN' S VO CE
The bonb went off right next to
ny son's convoy.

EXT. FAI TH HERI TAGE - DAY

A charity fund-raiser in progress. Volunteers, including
Sarah, sell donated clothing from behind fol ding tables.
But right now they're just listening. Panning across
their rapt faces as we continue to hear --

WOVAN (O. S.)
H s face was | acerated and he
| ost two fingers on his left hand,
but his body arnor saved his life.

REVEALI NG a 50i sh WOMAN hol ding a mc as she speaks from
a small portable stage.

WOVAN
The Arny wouldn't pay for that
arnor, so our church did. That's
why |I'mso grateful to the Desert
Storm Veterans of Mine. Mybe
we can save anot her nother's son.
Thank you.

APPLAUSE as she hands the mc off to Reverend Purdy.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

PURDY
Thank you, Ms. Londstrom A
rem nder: Faith Heritage wl |
mat ch every doll ar raised today,
so pl ease, help our young nen and
wonen, who are fighting the good
fight in a country that desperately
needs their help.

Duri ng which, canera finds Johnny and Bruce sorting used
clothing donations at a table in the back. Bruce can't
seemto get into the spirit of things.

BRUCE
The "good fight." [It's nore |ike
a lottery -- only the winners get

to go hone in body bags.

Johnny ﬁives hima | ook, sensing there's nore to this. A
beat, then Bruce sighs, admts what's been eating him

BRUCE
A ﬁood friend of m ne frpn1high
school , career soldier, just bought
it over there. Suicide bonber.

J OHNNY
" m sorry.

Bruce grabs a shirt, angrily folds it.

BRUCE
He had no chance, man. But |
guess we're all in the sane boat.
JOHNNY
We still tal king about the war?

Bruce gives hima | ook.

BRUCE
It's not easy sharing your secrets,
John, if you know what | nean.

J OHNNY
Ar mageddon.
BRUCE
Yeah, Arnmageddon. | mean | ook at

t hese peoP e. One foot in the
%Lave, only they don't know it.
d only you can save them

JOHNNY
(attenpting |ightness)
Hey, don't put it all on ne.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
We're a team renenber?

Bruce just shakes his head as Sarah approaches.

SARAH
How we doi ng?

JOHNNY
We're a sorting and fol ding
machi ne.

SARAH
I f you find any nore of those
canoufl age shirts or pants, shoot
"emover. The kids are really
snappi ng them up

J OHNNY
Canb's hot. Got it.

Anot her VOLUNTEER MOM waves to Sarah fromthe sal es tabl es.

SARAH
Back to the front |ine.

Johnny sorts through a pile of clothes.
JOHNNY
Canmo, canob, canp. Nothing |like a
teen in uniform

He sees a flash of cano but when he grabs it, WHOOSH

A VISION: EXT. N.D. FIELD - DAY

Johnny finds hinself |ooking at a YOUNG BLOND G RL, about
thirty yards away, as she turns to |look back at him A
charged nonent of connection as we hear the roar of O S.
fl ames. Then the girl turns and starts to take a step --

JOHNNY
NOO !

Suddenly the ground EXPLCDES beneath the girl, clods of
dirt and shrapnel flying toward Johnny, who shields his
face just before they BLACK QUT the screen!

RESUME ON JOHNNY

Still holding the shirt. He finds a nane tag sewn over
the breast pocket: "STYRON. "

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

Hi s gaze goes to a group of @Gulf War vets hangi ng near
the stage. Bruce catches this.

BRUCE
What ?

J OHNNY
Hold the fort.

We hang on Bruce as he watches Johnny head toward the
vets, still clutching the shirt.

WTH THE VETS AS JOHNNY APPROACHES
JOHNNY

Yo, anyone here named Styron?
found a twenty in the pocket.

VET
Throw it in the kitty, Jimy won't
m nd.

JOHNNY

"Jimmy"? | feel like | should
ask himfirst.

VET
| f you can catch him Lazy bastard
just took off.

EXT. FAI TH HERI TAGE - PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Johnny runs up, scans the |lot, and sees a guy in a fatigue
j acket, JIMWY STYRON, 30s, about to get into a beat-up
van.

JOHNNY
Yo, Jimy! Jimmy Styron!

W TH STYRON as he turns, watches Johnny run up. H's eyes
narrow suspi ciously as Johnny arrives, out of breath.

JOHNNY
(re: shirt)
Hey. This is yours, right?

STYRON
Yeabh. So?

Johnny | ooks at him feeling awkward.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

JOHNNY
Well, it's just |I... um..
nmean. . .

Flustered, he gives up and just grabs Styron's arm He
doesn't get a vision, but he does get a reaction.

STYRON
(j erking away)
What are you? Sone kind of freak?

J OHNNY
Sorry, | just --

But now Styron grabs Johnny, SLAMM NG hi m agai nst the
side of the VAN. But as he does -- FREEZE and WHOOSH

THE VAN SPI NS ARCUND 180 DEGREES, STYRON DI SAPPEARS, AND
JOHNNY FI NDS HI MSELF STANDI NG BESI DE THE VAN I N - -

EXT. TBD LOCATION - N GHT - VI SI ON

A hi ghway under pass, desol ate | oadi ng dock, or whatever
simlar location fits our board. Styron's van is parked
al ongsi de a TAN PASSENGER VAN (sanme as in Sc. 29), Styron
standi ng by the open rear door, show ng a sem -automatic
rifle to an intense-1ooking man (JACOB FRANKEL, 30s) --

STYRON
Then you got your AR-15, the gold
standard. Only difference between
this and the M16 is node-of-fire.
Ful | -auto and 3-shot burst nopdes
are disabled on the civilian nodel.

FRANKEL
Say you want to "enable" thenf

Styron grins, tosses Frankel a ZIPLOCK filled with snal
gun parts and a conputer-printed manual

STYRON
Wth the right parts and
instructions, a six-year-old could
do it.

As Frankel fingers the bag, Styron sizes himup, then
flips a blanket off a box with mlitary markings.

STYRON

VWiile you're at it, you m ght
want to check out these.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

Johnny peers into the box with Frankel. [It's packed with

dull netal discs. LAND M NES.

STYRON
M 14 anti - personnel |and m nes.
Guess you could say they fell off
a truck.
(pi cks one up)

Step on one, you hear a click.
Step off, you won't hear anything.
The |l ast word in hone defense.

A beat, then Frankel nods, his expression sonber.

FRANKEL
['Il take them Al of them

And as Johnny reacts, he WHOOSHES out of the vision.

RESUME ON JOHNNY, PINNED AGAI NST THE VAN

Only now he grabs Styron by the shoul ders, spins and jans

hi m up agai nst the van, shouting --

JOHNNY
What's in the van, Jimmy? Machine
guns? Land m nes?

STYRON
(freaked)
Get of f ne!
Across the parking lot, Johnny sees --

DEPUTY ROSCCE

Getting out of a sheriff's cruiser wwth a box of clothes.

JOHNNY
Deput y!

O f Roscoe, his face falling...
ROSCCE (V. Q)
It was one of those days |I w shed
the Sheriff was around.

| NT. HEARI NG ROOM - DAY

Roscoe now at the witness table. He fidgets with his
collar, clearly unconfortable.

( CONTI NUED)

10

11

12



12

13

14

DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT ONE - 8/17/05 - YELLOW 10.

CONTI NUED:
STl LLSON
Mster Smith's a | oose cannon,
isn't he?
ROSCOE
| wouldn't say that. He's just
very. ..

I NT. SHERI FF' S STATI ON - OBSERVATI ON ROOM - DAY

Johnny and Bruce pressure a harried Roscoe as they eye
Styron in the interrogati on room

ROSCCE (V. Q)
det er m ned.

JOHNNY
You searched his van?

ROSCCE
We found sone gun parts that m ght
be illegal. Provided he doesn't
chal | enge our search

JOHNNY
So, let's get himto tell who he
sold the mnes to. It won't take

much to throw a scare in him He
al ready thinks |I'mcrazy.

Roscoe eyes Johnny like he just m ght agree. Then:
ROSCOE
Can't we just wait '"til the Sheriff
gets back fromhis fishing trip?

JOHNNY
Agirl's life is at stake.

As Roscoe sighs, relenting..

STILLSON (V. O)
t

So you allowed M. Smth to
intimdate the suspect?

ROSCCE (V. Q)
| wouldn't call it intimdation

I NT. SHERI FF' S STATI ON - | NTERROGATI ON ROOM - DAY

Johnny berates Styron as Roscoe hangs back nervously.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

JOHNNY
You think that's the only thing I
can find out? Ever cheat on your
i ncone tax, Jimry? Steal weapons
fromthe Arny?

As Styron jerks away from Johnny's hand --

ROSCCE (V. Q)
As it turned out, Mster Styron
was Wi lling to cooperate.

STYRON
H s name's Jacob. Lives in sone
"conmune" up in north county.

Suddenly ROSCCE | ooks green; he wants to say sonething
but can't. Johnny doesn't notice, pressing Styron --

JOHNNY
Where in north county?

EXT. RUSTI C GAS STATI OV GENERAL STORE - DAY

Situated in a picture-perfect snmall Mine town, which at
the nonent is overrun with anglers in crisp new fishing
vests and spotless waders. They cluster around their
SUWVs, gabbi ng and conpari ng equi pnent.

Johnny's Range Rover pulls up at a punp, across froma
bi g BUS- CONVERSI ON RV with dark w ndows.

BRUCE
GQuess the bass are really running
this year.

An ANGLER who's filling up the RV touches his billed cap.
Johnny nods back, then hands Bruce a credit card.

JOHNNY
Fill her up. 1'Il ask for
di rections.

Johnny starts toward the store, passing an angler carrying
a bag of food itenms. The two nen exchange nods, but then
sonet hi ng nmakes Johnny | ook back --

H S POV - THE ANGLER

The butt of a 9 mm pistol sticks out the back of his pants,
partly hidden by the bottomof his fly fishing vest.

JOHNNY reacts to this, puzzled and slightly disturbed.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
He | ooks at all the anglers again, including one who's
cl eaning the w ndshield of a nearby SUV. Johnny starts

back toward his own car, "casually" allowing a hand to
brush the back of the SUvV. WHOOSH

OM TTED

VI SI ON FLASH - THE SAME FI SHERVAN OPENS A LARGE COOLER | N
THE BACK OF THE SUV, REVEALI NG BODY ARMOR AND AN M 4
RESUME

Now Johnny's really spooked. Bruce, putting the punp
back, notes his distraction.

BRUCE
What ?

JOHNNY
Sonet hi ng' s goi ng down here and
it's not the bass.
H s eyes are drawn to the big RV again, now parked at the
edge of the lot. Instinctively, he starts toward it.
I NT. RV - CLOSE ANGLE THROUGH W NDOW - CONTI NUOUS

As a man's HAND pulls a curtain aside, revealing Johnny
and Bruce tentatively approaching.

SEYBOLD (O S.)
Friends of yours?

VWoever he's talking to doesn't reply.

EXT. GAS STATI OV GENERAL STORE - CONTI NUQUS

Johnny approaches the RV, Bruce trailing him As they
pass a couple of anglers, we see one of themtouch his
ear. PUSH NG IN CLOSE, we see he's wearing a snal
BLUETOOTH HEADSET. As he listens --

MOVI NG W TH JOHNNY AND BRUCE

As they reach the door of the SUV. But before Johnny can
touch it --

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

FI SHERVAN (O S.)
Don't nove.

Johnny and Bruce turn just enough to see that they've
been hemmed in by the two Fi sherman, both hol di ng guns at
belly-1level, their bodies shielding themfromview

Johnny and Bruce turn again as the door HI SSES open, then
react as Walt cones down the steps, wearing his uniform
and a stony, all-business expression.

WALT
Damm it, John. You really stepped
init this tine.
O f Johnny's and Bruce's surprise...
FADE OUT.

END OF ACT ONE

21
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ACT _TWO
FADE | N:
22 EXT. STATE CAPI TOL BUI LDI NG - DAY ( STOCK) 22
STILLSON (V. Q)
So you weren't surprised to see
Smth and Lew s?
23 | NT. HEARI NG ROOM - DAY 23

Walt at the witness table.

WALT
One thing I've | earned working
with John: it's hard to keep a
secret from him

STI LLSON
Because he's psychic?

WALT
(beat)
Yes.

Stillson shakes his head derisively, as though he can't
bel i eve what he's heari ng.

STI LLSON
And yet, with a covert raid only
two days away, you allowed him
into your command post?

VWALT
He'd made it that far. | thought
he shoul d at | east understand the
si tuati on.
23A OM TTED 23A
24 | NT. RV/ STATE PCLI CE COWAND CENTER - DAY 24

State police officers and sheriff's deputies, a fewin
under cover fisherman outfits, work phones and nonitors.
A bulletin board displays SURVEI LLANCE PHOTCS of the
Seekers' conpound.

Canmera finds Walt briefing Johnny and Bruce.

( CONTI NUED)
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WALT
The Seekers started out in the
"60s as a kind of "Christian
commune." They farnmed their | and,
did charitable work in the
community. All that changed a
few years ago.

He taps a photo of young charismatic man with wavy hair.

( CONTI NUED)
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VWalt nods.

"Vortex" - ACT TWD - 8/18/05 - GREEN

(2)

WALT
Nat han Carter. Calls hinself

n Wr US, (1]

BRUCE
The Persi an ki ng who def eat ed
Babyl on?

WALT
Carter thinks he's sone kind of
prophet. He nmade it onto our
radar a year ago, when we heard
he was stockpiling weapons. About
a nonth ago, he started sendi ng
emails to his nore distant
di sciples, calling them "hone."

JOHNNY
He' s pl anni ng sonet hi ng.

WALT
(picks up a file)

| tracked down a few people who
left the sect after Carter took
over. They tal ked about "doubters"
bei ng subjected to intense

"rei nforcenent sessions,"” sonetinmes
i nvol vi ng hal | uci nogeni ¢ drugs.

BRUCE
He's ' brai nwashi ng' people.

WALT
Carter only lets his inner circle
out to buy supplies. And they
won't tal k.

JOHNNY
He may not be letting people out,
but does he stop them from com ng
in?

WALT
No way.

J OHNNY
Valt, | sawa little girl get
killed..

(Iobking ar ound)
...Mmaybe as a result of whatever
you' re planning here.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 3) 24

BRUCE
Wy not give us a chance?

SEYBOLD (O S.)
Does the nane "Waco" ring a bell?

They turn to see himapproachi ng, an undercover officer
behi nd him

SEYBOLD
Ni nety people lost their lives,
i ncludi ng four ATF agents, al
because sone hal f-assed TV reporter
war ned Koresh the feds were com ng.

J OHNNY
Sone peopl e bl ane the governnent
for forcing a confrontation.

SEYBOLD
|"mnot going to risk the security
of this operation by letting you
bl under ar ound.

Johnny knows there's no winning this argunent, so he
"casual | y" reaches out to the bulletin board, brushing a
photo of a DIRT ROAD. As we hear a WHOOSH - -

EXT. RURAL TWO- LANE HI GHWAY - DAY 25

A SICGN says: "Thanks for Visiting Chattaqua, Mine's
Freshwater Fishing Capital”. Johnny's Range Rover goes
by, followed closely by an SUV.

JOHNNY (V. 0.)

The state police escorted us back
to the hi ghway.

| NT. JOHNNY'S CAR - THE REAR- VI EW M RROR 26
Shows the SUWV pulling to the shoul der and making a U-turn.
JOHNNY (V. Q)
They shoul d' ve fol |l owed us al

t he way hone.

He suddenly veers off onto a rocky fire road. As the car
hits a big bunp --

BRUCE
What' re you doi ng?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
JOHNNY

l"mnot leaving that kid to die.
EXT. FI RE ROAD - DAY
A handful of people, each with a suitcase or backpack
wait in a clearing beside the road. PULLING BACK to find
Johnny and Bruce watching from --
I NT. JOHNNY' S CAR - DAY

They' re parked behi nd sone trees, about 50 yards away.

BRUCE
They ook |ike they're waiting
for a bus.

JOHNNY

A van, actually.

Johnny pulls out an old duffel, fishes out a Red Sox cap
and sone cheap sungl asses.

JOHNNY
VWhich is how I'mgonna slip inside.

BRUCE
You're forgetting sonething.
(of f Johnny's | ook)
"W're a team " renenber? You're
gonna do sonething this crazy,
l"mgoing wwth. G nme that.

He grabs the bag, fishes out another cap for hinself, as
Johnny wat ches resignedly.
EXT. SEEKERS COVPOUND - DAY

A group of former farm buil di ngs connected by nakeshift
structures (or whatever we find that approximates this).

ANGLE - A TAN PASSENGER VAN
Pulls into a LQADI NG DOCK

LONG LENS CAMERA POV - CONTI NUOUS

As the passengers get out, the image periodically freezes
with a shutter-clicking sound. Johnny and Bruce hop out
in their disguises. As the imge freezes again --
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT TWO - 8/18/05 - GREEN 18.

EXT. A WOODED OVERLOOK - DAY 31

A "fisherman" briefly lowers the canera, then raises it
again, training it on one of the buildings..

CAVERA POV 32

As it PANS to a curtai ned second-story w ndow.

| NT. COVPOUND - CARTER S OFFI CE/ BEDROOM - DAY 33

PANNI NG from a thick BIBLE on a desktop readi ng stand,
open to a densely annotated chapter in "Revelations," to
a LARGE FLAT- PANEL COMPUTER SCREEN, which displ ays news
stories of war and terror, genocide in Darfur, fam ne and
AlDs in Africa, along with earthquakes and tsunam s.

CARTER (O . S.)
The signs are everywhere. Wars.
Fam ne. Plague and di sease.
We're deep in the End Tines.

And CYRUS CARTER turns to Jacob Frankel, who's been waiting
patiently in the doorway to deliver a bit of news.

CARTER
When the final sign conmes, Babylon
must find us ready.

FRANKEL
They will .

CARTER
Are you ready, Jacob?

FRANKEL
O course, Cyrus.

CARTER
No matter what needs to be done?

A silent understandi ng passes between them Frankel nods.

FRANKEL
Yes.

CARTER
W' ve been together the | ongest.
| knew | could count on you.
(turning to conputer)
| heard the van pul |l up.

FRANKEL
The Australians just arrived.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

CARTER
McPherson and his peopl e?

FRANKEL
Pl us sone newconers.

CARTER
Newcomner s?

FRANKEL
(i ndi cates conputer)
Tell me if one of them | ooks
fam i ar.

Carter hits sonme commands and a SURVEI LLANCE CAMERA W NDOW
opens. He hits a key and it EXPANDS to fill the screen:
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT TWO - 8/22/05 - WHT-2 109.

SURVEI LLANCE CAMERA | MAGE: | NT. CAFETERI A - DAY 34

The group of people fromthe clearing are being greeted
by ot her sect nenbers. Johnny and Bruce stand a bit back,
their owmmn welcomng commttee a pudgy, mld-I|ooking guy.

CARTER

Uses the MOUSE to ZOOM I N on Johnny, who's taken off his
basebal | cap and shades. Carter's eyes narrow.

CHAI RWOVAN (V. Q)
Havi ng managed to "infiltrate"
the cult, what were your first
I npr essi ons?

| NT. COVPOUND - CAFETERI A - DAY - JOHNNY' S POV 35

PANNI NG ACRCSS a comrunal space that doubl es as a chapel,
a raised dais at one end. Adult sect nenbers of varying
races and ages surround the newWy arrived Australians.
Several CHI LDREN dart anong the adults, playing tag.

JOHNNY (V. Q)
It didn't seemlike a "cult," at
| east at first. Mre |like a..
famly.

| NT. HEARI NG ROOM - DAY 36
Johnny back at the witness table.
STI LLSON

A famly. You nust have found
that very conforting. Not having

a famly of your own, | nean.
JOHNNY

| have a son
STI LLSON

Who' s being raised by anot her

man.
A tense beat. Once again, Stillson's nmade this personal
STI LLSON
My point is you had reason to be
synpathetic to these people.

JOHNNY
| keep an open m nd.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT TWO - 8/17/05 - YELLOW 20.

CONTI NUED: 36

STI LLSON
From your affidavit, it doesn't
sound like they returned the favor.

| NT. COMPOUND - CAFETERI A - DAY 37
The pudgy guy, a 30ish Philip Seymour Hoffrman type naned
ROGER, collects Bruce's cell, apol ogeti c:

ROGER

It's just while you're here.
(then, admring)

Man, these things get slicker al

the tine. Canera?

BRUCE
And a cancorder.

During which, Johnny notes a group of CHI LDREN sitting
around a table draw ng, supervised by a young worman (LUCY).
She lingers beside a BLOND G RL who's imrersed in her

wor k, ignoring the nore ranbunctious kids around her.

As the girl |ooks up, her eyes neeting Johnny's --

FLASHBACK: EXT. FIELD - N GHT - THE SAME G RL TURNI NG 38
TOMRD JOHNNY | N THE MOMENT BEFORE THE EXPLOSI ON ( B&W

RESUME ON JOHNNY 39
Roger still admring Bruce's cell phone.

ROGER (Cont' d)
| used to work in an el ectronics
store. But it's |like Cyrus says.
Technol ogy's just a distraction
fromwhat really matters.

He drops the phone in a bag as Johnny fishes out his cell.

J OHNNY
VWhich is?

ROGER
The Message, man. The Message.
(re: Johnny's phone)
And you won't hear it on one of
t hose.
(drops it in the bag)
Pagers? Bl ackberries?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

LUCY (O S.)
C nmon, Roger, they're "clean."

Reveal i ng Lucy approaching with a warmsm |le. She wears
a hunorous T-shirt that says "Christ forgave ny sins, so
why the $#& can't you?"

LUCY
Lucy Waters. Roger and | are the
unof ficial welcomng commttee.

BRUCE
(shaki ng hands)
Bruce. And this is --

J OHNNY
John.

Just "John" for now. Lucy holds out her hand.

LUCY
Wl come, John

Johnny takes her hand. WHOOSH  Canera 180s around him --

EXT - CATY STREET - NIGHT - VI SION

Johnny finds hinself standing in an enpty intersection.
Sonething clicks. He |ooks up, sees a STOP LI GHT has

just turned red, then turns again at the sound of OPERA
MUSIC. It's wafting fromthe open wi ndows of an expensive
SW whi ch stops near Johnny. He steps close, peers inside.

Lucy is in the front passenger seat; a man, evidently her
HUSBAND, at the wheel. The blond girl sits in back,
fussing with a doll. The famly's dressed up, returning
fromthe opera. Lucy closes her eyes, reliving a nonent
fromthe performnce.

LUCY
The aria was so beauti ful.
felt like I was floating.

HUSBAND
It's that new tenor. A year from
now, he'll be bigger than

Pavarotti.

Suddenly both front doors are jerked open by two GUN
wi el di ng CARJACKERS - -

CARJACKER 1
Get out! Get outta the damm car!

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT TWO - 8/22/05 - WHT-2 22.

CONTI NUED:

The little girl is frozen with fear, unnoticed by the
carjackers as they toss her parents into the street.

LUCY
Nor a!
CARJACKER 1
Qutta the way, bitch
HUSBAND

Wait! CQur daughter!

He Iunﬁes toward Carjacker 1, trying to reach his daughter

over the back of the seat.

CARJACKER 1
Crazy not her --

Hi s ﬁun CRACKS! The Husband falls to the street, dead,
as the little girl SCREAMS!

LI TTLE G RL ( NORA)
Daddy!

OFF Johnny - -
OM TTED

RESUME ON JOHNNY
As he turns to Lucy, indicates Nora.

JOHNNY

Your little girl?
(of f her I o0k)

She has your eyes.

LUCY
You renm nd nme of soneone.

CARTER (O S.)
Forgive us, Mster Smth.

Johnny and the others turn to see Carter entering with
Frankel and two other nmen. The energy in the room
i mredi ately ratchets up.

CARTER (Cont' d)
W're alittle behind the celebrity
cul ture curve.
(beat)
It is Johnny Smth, isn't it?

A murmur runs through the group. Any hope Johnny had of
goi ng unrecogni zed is out the wi ndow. He nods.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT TWO - 8/22/05 - WHT-2 23.

CONTI NUED:

J OHNNY
Cyrus Carter.

Carter spreads his hands in acknow edgnent.

CARTER

Qur door's al ways open, John, to

the faithful, the troubled,
the curious. Wich are you?

JOHNNY

or

Curious, | guess. About why I've
been seeing you in ny visions for

weeks.

Carter eyes him suspiciously.

CARTER

These "visions" |ed you here?
JOHNNY

That's what |' m sayi ng.
CARTER

Why should | believe you?
JOHNNY

Why shoul dn't you? You just said

your door is always open.

CARTER

Let's say you picked an interesting

time to wal k through it.
LUCY (O S.)

God doesn't believe in accidents.

Cyrus and the others turn to her.
LUCY

That's what you al ways say.

That

we cane together for a purpose.

VWhat if John's part of that

pur pose?

The ot hers nake sounds and gestures of assent. Chall enged

with his owm words, Cyrus backs down,

CARTER
We'l|l explore it together.
to our hone, John.

smles at Johnny.

Vel come

He takes Johnny's hand. WHOOSH  And once again it's not
an ordi nary whoosh but the anplified sound of a flane
igniting. CAMERA Cl RCLES Johnny and Carter as the room

around themerupts in hellish FIRE
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT TWO - 8/17/05 - YELLOW 24.

ANGLE - JOHNNY' S POV

Cyrus still gripping his hand, smling at him the two of
them frozen, spinning slowy in the center of this vortex.

And as we alternate push-ins on their eyes, we | NTERCUT:

| NT. / EXT. COVPOUND - DAY
FLASHES of mayhem death and destruction. Sect nenbers

and SWAT agents exchangi ng autonati c weapons fire. The
conpound burning. Men, wonen and chil dren DYl NG

RESUME: | NT. CAFETERI A - ON JOHNNY

As the others crowd around to wel cone the newconers. As
Johnny's eyes again find Nora, now sitting al one..

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT TWO
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT THREE - 8/22/05 - WHT-2 25.

ACT THREE
FADE | N:
45 EXT. STATE CAPI TOL BUI LDI NG - DAY ( STOCK)

STILLSON (V. Q)
| ' m conf used.

46 | NT. HEARI NG ROOM - DAY
Stillson grilling Johnny, as before.
STI LLSON

First, it's one girl being killed.
Now it's a veritable bl oodbat h.

JOHNNY
Sonetinmes | see pieces of the
future... like a jig-saw puzzle.
STI LLSON

Sounds |ike you'd be better off
with a crystal ball...

No | aughter fromthe audience this tinme. Stillson can't
hel p but wonder if the tide is turning.

STI LLSON
...o0r maybe you're just making
this up as you go.

JOHNNY
You subpoenaed ne, Congressnan.
I f you don't like ny answers you
shoul d ask different questions.

Stillson smles slightly at Johnny's chal |l engi ng tone, as

i f he knows sonething Johnny doesn't.

STI LLSON
This panel's only interested in
establishing the facts, Mster
Sm th.

JOHNNY
In that case, all you need to do
is listen.

a7 | NT. COVPOUND - CAFETERI A/ CHAPEL - DAY

STARTI NG TI GHT ON CARTER, his eyes closed as he finishes
a prayer.

CARTER
Anen.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT THREE - 8/18/05 - GREEN 26.

CONTI NUED: 47

SECT MEMBERS (O S.)
(echoi ng)
Anmen.

Carter's eyes open, and we reveal he's seated at the head
of a long communal dining table (several tables pushed
together?). Instant bustle as we begin tracking down the
center-line of the table, follow ng a heaping platter of
fresh vegetabl es as they are passed down to Jacob Frankel,
who sits beside his PREGNANT WFE, his TODDLER SON on his
| ap. We catch snatches of conversation --

FRANKEL
Looks good today.

He serves hinself and his son, then passes it to a FRAG LE
YOUNG WOVAN, who takes just a fewitens, then passes it
to Roger, who's enthusiastically telling her --
ROGER

Wth hydroponics, we could grow

nmore in the greenhouse than we do

in the fields.
Roger serves hinself, then passes it to..

Johnny. WHOOSH!

VI SI ON FLASHES 48

Quick tight shots of the sanme people, only in very
di fferent circunstances:

| NT. OFFICE - DAY OR NI GHT (ONE WALL SET) 48A
Frankel, in a suit and tie, sits behind a fancy desk,
holding a gun to his head. Unable to pull the trigger,
he drops his head on his desk.
FLASH TGO
| NT. SCUZZY BATHROOM - DAY 48B
The fragile young woman, now | ooki ng wasted and brui sed,
sits slunped beside a filthy toilet, inhaling a huge hit
of meth froma glass pipe. As the snoke rises,

FLASH TO

| NT. SEEKERS' COVPOUND - N.D. ROOM - DAY 48C

Roger, sweating and di sheveled, sits in a chair in a snall

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT THREE - 8/17/05 - YELLOW 27.

CONTI NUED:

room surrounded by Carter, who holds a bible, and a ring
of sect nenbers.

CARTER
Can you see Hm Roger? Can you
see His light?

ROGER
(hal f crying)
Yes. Yes! | can!
RESUME ON JOHNNY
Still holding the plate, he | ooks down the table at the

row of beam ng, content faces. Lucy, seated beside Nora
and across from Johnny and Bruce, notices his odd | ook
and attributes it to the food.

LUCY
Hope you two aren't die-hard
car ni vor es.

Johnny turns to her, caught off-guard. Bruce covers.

BRUCE
W | ove our veggi es.

LUCY
John, you said your visions |ed
you here. Are you still wondering
why ?

JOHNNY

You could say ny visions work in
nmysterious ways. Usually, they
take nme places where | can help

peopl e.

LUCY
Maybe this tinme we're supposed to
hel p you.

(heartfelt)
Cyrus has the answers you're
seeki ng, John. Even if you haven't
figured out the questions yet.

Johnny nods, his eyes going to Nora, who's picking at her
food as she clutches her doll.

JOHNNY
When did you two conme here?

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT THREE - 8/23/05 - BLUE-2 28.

49 CONTI NUED: 49

LUCY
Al nost a year ago. Cyrus saved
me. Saved both of us, didn't he,
honey?
(when Nora doesn't
respond)
She's shy around strangers.

JOHNNY
VWhat about this little girl here?

He's referring to Nora's doll.
LUCY
Nora knows she's not supposed to
bring Emly to neals. Right?
Nora remains silent, but puts the doll on her lap. Of
Johnny, wat ching her, troubled.
49A TIME CUT 49A

The neal is being cleared. Bruce |eans toward Johnny.

BRUCE
What' d you see before?
JOHNNY
Al'l these people, they're..
broken. I n pain.
BRUCE
And I'lIl bet Carter uses that. *
JOHNNY

(nods to Roger)
That "brai nwashi ng” thing Walt
tal ked about? He really puts
them t hrough a winger. GCets
t hem seei ng t hi ngs.

BRUCE
Jesus.

JOHNNY
We've got to get word out to WAlt
to stop this raid, or they're al
going to die. |'ve seen that,
t 0o.

Suddenly a bell chines three tines. Pleased reactions.

( CONTI NUED)
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49A  CONTI NUED: 49A

LUCY
[t's time.

People rise, start clearing, rearranging tables and chairs.

J OHNNY
Time for what?

50 | NT. CAFETERI A/ CHAPEL - DAY - LATER - STARTI NG W DE 50

The cafeteria has been converted into a chapel, the sect
menbers sitting in rows of folding chairs facing the dais,
where Carter preaches, brandishing his Bible. (See *
Addendum A for his b.g. dialogue.) *

JOHNNY (V. Q)
It was like Carter threw a switch
and they all becane pod people.

PANNI NG across rapt faces: Frankel sitting with his wife
and son; Roger; Lucy and Nora - the little girl stil
clutching her doll and staring past Carter at a shaft of
i ght beam ng through a high wi ndow. Heavenly light.

JOHNNY (V. Q)
He played on their vulnerabilities
and fears, prom sing them
sal vation. Salvation that would
only come at the end of the Last
Days.

Fi ndi ng JOHNNY AND BRUCE seat ed near the back, watching
Carter gesture with his Bible. Bruce |ooks |ike sone

part of himis actually being affected by Carter's sernon.
As Johnny eyes him --

JOHNNY (V. Q)
He was the prophet who would | ead

themin the final battle against
the forces of Babyl on.

CARTER | ays his Bible on a table.

JOHNNY (V. Q)
He said they had the weapons..

As Carter now |l ays a sem automati c HANDGUN atop the Bible --
JOHNNY (V. Q)
...and that they shouldn't be
afraid to use them

ON JOHNNY, worri ed.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 50

He gl ances at a door in the back, then at Frankel, who's
been keeping a suspicious eye on him Finally, Johnny
and Bruce exchange a | ook. Bruce gets the nessage: a
di straction is needed.

ON CARTER - -

CARTER
"And | saw a strong ange
proclaimng with a |oud voice,
Wio is worthy to open the book
and | oose the seal s thereof?"

Suddenly, Bruce stands --

BRUCE
| saw t he Angel

Heads turn, including Frankel's. Carter gestures him
forward

CARTER
Tel | us, brother.

BRUCE
When | was a boy, in ny father's
church. | beheld an Angel.

(takes a breath)
| beheld an Angel and he broke
t he seal

Bruce is giving these people a taste of his own past as a
boy preacher ("Zion"), a potent experience for himeven
if it is aruse. The sect nenbers respond, a few calling
out, "Tell us, Bruce" and "That's right," etc.

BRUCE
| beheld the sun, black as
sackcloth... And the npon became
as blood... And in Heaven there

was Silence. And the Angel said..
ON FRANKEL, as he | ooks back, notes Johnny's enpty chair.
BRUCE (O S.)
cone and see.
EXT. PORCH QUTSI DE CARTER S OFFI CE - DAY 51

d anci ng behind him Johnny approaches the cl osed door
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT THREE - 8/22/05 - WHT-2 31.

| NT. CARTER S OFFI CE - CONTI NUCUS

Johnny enters cautiously, then reacts to the sl eek conputer

set-up. He noves to the desk, notes a PHOTO of Carter

with a few followers, and realizes he's in Carter's office.

He notes a DSL nodem its lights blinking, has an idea.
As he sits and begins to type..

OM TTED

| NT. CARTER S OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

Starting tight on the nonitor as Johnny nouse-clicks the
send button in a web-based email site. H s nmessage sent,
Johnny exhal es. Then he notices a WEBCAM perched on the
monitor. He's about to touch it when --

CARTER (O S.)
Don't.

Johnny turns to see Carter in the doorway, flanked by
Frankel and anot her BURLY MAN

CARTER
|"ve got it set just the way I
like it.

EXT. TBD LOCATI ON - DAY

The RV is now stationed closer to, but not necessarily
within sight of, the Seekers' conmpound. An Arny-style
command tent is set up beside the vehicle.

| NT. RV/ TENT COMVAND CENTER - DAY

STARTI NG CLOSE ON a surveillance PHOTO of a disguised
Johnny and Bruce getting off the van. Seybol d's handi ng
it to Walt.

SEYBOLD
You knew they were going to try
sonething like this, didn't you?
(when Walt remains

silent)
When this is over, I'll have them
both up on charges. Interfering

wth a State investigation.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

WALT
Fine. R ght now we've got to
call off the raid.

SEYBOLD
Wiy would | do that?

WALT
John got a nessage out to ny wfe.
Said if we go through with this,
people wll die.

SEYBOLD
The only way anyone's gonna die
is if that crazy bastard warns

t hem

WALT
| f John's saying hold off, it's
‘cause he's seen what' || happen
if we don't.

(when Seybol d scoffs)
You haven't worked with him
This is arisk we can't afford to
t ake.

Seybol d considers hima beat, then --

SEYBOLD
You're right. Conditions change,
you adapt.
(to an O ficer)
We're noving up the tinetable by
24 hours. W go tonorrow.

Of Walt's surprise as Seybold crosses to his nen...

I NT. COVPOUND - LUCY AND NORA' S ROOM - EVEN NG

Starting on a DEVOTI ONAL CANDLE near a PHOTO of Nora's
father, then panning to a few of Nora's drawi ngs and water
colors, which depict angels, a child' s view of heaven

and nore di sturbing i mges: bodies flying up out of graves.

ON JOHNNY, seated on a child' s bed, wists cuffed behind
himto a netal headboard, as he eyes the draw ng.

NORA
It's the Rapture.

Johnny turns to see the little girl staring at him
spookily, still holding her doll.

NORA
Are you saved?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

J OHNNY
| don't know.

NORA
If you' re not saved, you don't
get to go to heaven when the
Rapt ure cones.

JOHNNY
| hope that won't happen for a
I ong tine.

NORA

| hope it happens soon.

J OHNNY
Why ?

Nora points to a CRAYON DRAWNG - a nother, father, and a
little girl happily holding hands atop a cl oud.

NORA
' Cause ny Daddy's in heaven, so
when ny Mommy and | get there,
we'll be a fam |y again.

It's a disturbing statement. Johnny has to wonder if
Nora hasn't been doubly traumatized, first by her father's
murder, then by Carter's Apocal yptic preachings.

LUCY (O S.)
Nor a.

She's standing in the doorway, holding a tray with a bow
of soup.

LUCY
Honey, go downstairs with the
ot her ki ds.

Nora starts to go, then turns to | ook at Johnny agai n.

NORA
Can you really see the future?

LUCY
Nor a.

Nora | eaves, shutting the door. Lucy puts the tray on a
bedstand and sits in a chair by Johnny.

LUCY
| thought you m ght be hungry.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)

J OHNNY
Thanks.

She lifts a spoonful to his |ips.
JOHNNY

You asked if | knew why ny visions
| ed me here.

LUCY
| can't tal k about this.
JOHNNY
Lucy, | cane here because | saw

soneone die. A child.
He hol ds her | ook as she realizes..

LUCY
Nor a?

JOHNNY
You need to get her away from
here. You both need to get away.

Lucy stands up, torn.

LUCY
Cyrus says you came here to spy
on us. You didn't "see" anything.

JOHNNY

Emly. Her doll. It's the sanme
one she's had since the carjacking.
It's a connection to her father,
no wonder she won't let it go.

(of f her I o0k)
|f you don't help nme, Nora wll
die. And not just her--

LUCY
No!

She grabs the tray, trying to shut himout, then needing

to expl ain.

LUCY
When Armageddon cones, we'll al
die -- nme, Nora, all of us -- but
then we'll be Saved.

JOHNNY
| prom se you, this isn't

Ar mageddon.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)

She | ooks at him and we sense he's planted a seed of
doubt. But --

LUCY
| have to trust Cyrus. [|'msorry.

J OHNNY
Lucy. ..

But she exits. Frustrated, Johnny turns to | ook at the
devotional candle. As we PUSH IN on the flane...
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SUDDENLY I T IGNI TES | NTO A SCREEN- FI LLI NG | NFERNO 58

We hear Carter's voice, quoting fromthe Bible, his words
t hen ECHOED by a group of his followers.

CARTER (V. Q)
"And | will give power unto ny
two witnesses..."

FOLLOVERS (V. Q)
"And | will give power unto ny
two witnesses..."

As now, within the inferno, we detect TWDO FI GURES, one
cl ose, the other further way, gesturing angrily.

BRUCE (V. Q)
| found out |ater they put
sonething in the water.

I NT. COVPOUND - N.D. ROOM - N GHT - POV ANGLE 59

TILTING UP froman enpty WATER BOITLE on the floor by a
chair leg, to a ring of BLURRY and DI STORTED faces. A
man paces in the foreground, seen fromthe chest down, a
Bible in his hand.

CARTER
"And they shall prophesy a thousand
two hundred and t hreescore days,
clothed in sackcloth.”

W TH N THE | NFERNO 60

FOLLOVWERS (V. Q)
"And they shall prophesy a thousand
two hundred and t hreescore days,
clothed in sackcloth.”

Now we see that the first figure is Carter, wearing the
sackcloth of a prophet. As we approach the second..

| NT. ROOM - W DER 61
Reveal ing Bruce cuffed to a chair, sweating and di shevel ed,

and, as Roger was before, ringed by Carter and a score of
his followers, including Frankel.

BRUCE (V.Q)
| guess the drugs... all that
Bible thunping... | started to

hal | uci nat e.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT THREE - 8/22/05 - WHT-2 36.

CONTI NUED
CLOSE ON BRUCE' S SWEATI NG FACE

BRUCE (V.Q.)
| believed | was having a vision.

Bruce's blinking dilated eyes turn to follow...
H S POV - CLOSE ON CARTER ( DRUG DI STORTED)
As he circles Bruce.

CARTER & FOLLOWERS
"These are the two olive trees,
and the two candl esticks standi ng
before the God of the earth..."

I NFERNO VI SI ON

As canmera now reveals the second figure. [It's Johnny,
simlarly robed in sackcl oth.

CARTER & FOLLOVERS (V. Q)
"And if any man will hurt them
fire proceedeth out of their nouth,
and devoureth their enemes."

And as we push in CLOSE on Johnny's angry features..

I NT. N.D. ROOM - BACK ON BRUCE

As his eyes fly open. He |ooks anxious, overwhel ned,
clearly not in control of hinmself or his enotions.

BRUCE
| saw t hem

Carter crouches beside him puts a hand on his shoul der.

CARTER
Good. Very good.

BRUCE (V.Q)
| had to tell him
| NT. HEARI NG ROOM - DAY
Bruce now testifying.

STI LLSON
Tel |l hi m what ?

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT THREE - 8/21/05 - GOLD 37.

CONTI NUED:
BRUCE
That 1'd seen the prophets from
Revel ations, the ones who predict

Armageddon. That one of them was
Carter, and the other was...

INT. N.D. ROOM - N GHT

Frankel reacts with disbelief.

FRANKEL
Smth? He's |lying!

Carter turns back to Bruce, his tone patient and soot hi ng.

CARTER
How coul d John Smth be the Second
Prophet ?
A beat, then it's |like the words just burn their way out
of Bruce -- the awful truth that's been eating himalive.
BRUCE

Because he's seen it. Johnny's
seen Arnageddon.

Frankel and the others react, but Carter |ooks |ike he
was expecting it. He nods gravely... as the nonent is
interrupted --

STILLSON (V. O)
Excuse ne.

| NT. HEARI NG ROOM - DAY

Stillson's tone is disparaging, but there's a hint of
genui ne curiosity, and perhaps surprise, in his expression.

STI LLSON
Are you saying Mster Smth has
seen the end of the world?

Bruce is trying to testify honestly about what happened,

but he's not about to spill this secret to Stillson.
BRUCE
No. |'msaying | was
hal lucinating. |[|'d been drugged,
kept up half the night. | saw

what Carter wanted ne to see.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE:

CONTI NUED:

| NT. N.D.
As Carter

"Vortex" - ACT THREE - 8/23/05 - BLUE-2

STI LLSON
What he wanted you to see?

BRUCE
| think he used nme, both of us,
to convince the others of sonething
he al ready believed.

ROOM - NI GHT
stands, noddi ng gravely.

CARTER
It's the last sign... the one
we' ve been waiting for. The Day
is here. The Tine is now.
(to Frankel)
Tell the others.

37A.
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT THREE - 8/17/05 - YELLOW 38.

EXT. COVPOUND - DAY - LONG SHOT

Everything seens utterly still. Then we detect a slight
movenent in the tall grass in the f.g. and, noving cl oser,
see it's a canoufl aged SN PER

ANGLE THROUGH SNI PER' S SCOPE

Passing over the buildings. No visible activity.

THE SN PER

Touches a throat-mc¢ --

| NT. RV/ TENT COMVAND CENTER - DAY

The officers are now in uniforms. Walt stands a bit back
from Seybold, who listens to a headset, confirns the
report.

SEYBOLD
Al clear, got it.
(into a mc)
Al'l units, you have a green |ight.
| repeat: you have a green light.

EXT. COVPOUND - DAY - VARI OQUS ANGLES

State police officers wearing flak jackets and SWAT

OFFI CERS arned wth assault rifles and shotguns energe
fromcover and stealthily approach the conpound.

| NT. COMPOUND - DAY - VI EW THROUGH W NDOW

O officers approaching in distance. Pull back to show a
sect nmenber watching, then touching a | oose cable to a
termnal of a TRUCK BATTERY.

EXT. COVPOUND - DAY

BOOM BOOM BOOM A series of EXPLOSIONS erupt along a

perimeter between the officers and the conpound, separating

them The concussive force sends several officers
sprawming in SLOWMOTI ON. Pani cked, other officers

i mredi ately OPEN FIRE on the building. The gunfire is
returned, bullets fromthe sect nenbers' automatic rifles
kicking up dirt. W see TWO OFFI CERS WOUNDED as ot hers
scranmbl e for cover
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DEAD ZONE:

"Vortex" - ACT THREE - 8/23/05 -

| NT. COMVAND CENTER - DAY

RADI O CHATTER coming in fromthe field.

RADI O VO CES
Jesus! They've got expl osives! /
Man down! We've got a man down!
/ Can't see their positions!

SEYBOLD
They were waiting for us! Smth
war ned t hem

WALT

| told you, John wouldn't do that.

SEYBOLD
Face it, Sheriff, your friend
just started a war.

Of Walt as the radio chatter continues..

END OF ACT THREE

BLUE-2 39.

Seybold and his agents react to the startling turn, panicky

FADE QUT.
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT FOUR - 8/22/05 - WHT-2 40.

ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
| NT. STATE CAPI TCL BUI LDI NG - BATHROOM - DAY

Johnny steps in and washes his hands, as we HEAR a FLUSH
and Stillson steps out fromthe far stall. He hesitates
as he sees Johnny, then joins himat the sinks.

STI LLSON
Years ago, there woul d've been an
attendant here to hand you a nice
fluffy towel. Now we've got sand
paper and liquid soap. This
country has taken a big step

backwar ds.
(beat)
| think things are noving al ong
very well, don't you?
JOHNNY
You don't want to know what |
t hi nk.
STI LLSON
But | do. |I'mfascinated by

everyt hing that goes on inside
that nutty head of yours.

JOHNNY
Wy are you exploiting this
situation?

STI LLSON
It's ny job to search for the
truth.

Johnny can't help but smle, but it's a bitter smle.

STI LLSON
Somet hi ng funny?

JOHNNY
We both know why |I'm here, and
why you wanted the nedia invol ved.
So you could drag ne around by
t he neck and make yoursel f | ook

good.
STI LLSON
(adjusting his tie in
mrror)
| think we both agree | | ook good.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT FOUR - 8/23/05 - BLUE-2

CONTI NUED:

JOHNNY
A figurehead should | ook good.
(off his I ook)
Face it, Geg. You're not calling
the shots anynore, are you?

STI LLSON
You think you know things, Smth.
But you don't have a cl ue.

JOHNNY
Then tell me: how does it feel to
be a pawn? To trade the |ife of
a wonman you said you |loved for
anot her rung on the | adder to
power ?

Stillson's smrk vani shes.

STI LLSON
Leave ny wife out of this.

J OHNNY
Your wife? She never nade it to
the altar, renenber? And who saw
to that? You? WMalcol mJanus?

Stillson controls his anger.
STI LLSON

Like | said, Smth. You think
you know t hi ngs.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT FOUR - 8/23/05 - BLUE-2 41.

74 CONTI NUED: ( 2) 74

JOHNNY
| know you're a killer. Your
father, and now M randa. Soneday
they'Il all see you for what you
are.

STI LLSON
(checks wat ch)
We shoul d get back.

He starts out, but Johnny grabs his arm then reacts to
sonet hi ng awful shooting through the theater of his m nd.

JOHNNY
| don't know what you' ve got
pl anned, but |'m not goi ng away.
|"mgoing to be right there
wai ti ng.

Stillson yanks his arm away.

STI LLSON
|"mcounting on it.

Stillson wal ks out, |eaving Johnny to consider those
cryptic words.

75 EXT. COVWPOUND - GRASSY FI ELD NEAR COMWWAND AREA - DAY 75

A wounded O ficer is being | oaded i nto an AVMBULANCE.
PULL BACK to reveal Walt watching, troubled, taking in a
mass of SUVs, police vehicles, and mlling, angry officers.

He approaches Seybold, who's conferring with one of his
lieutenants in the command ar ea.

SEYBOLD
Cut the landlines and get those
cell phone jammers online now.

The officer nods and noves off as Walt approaches.
WALT

No phones? Quess we're not
negoti ati ng.

( CONTI NUED)



DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT FOUR - 8/17/05 - YELLOW 42.

75 CONTI NUED:

SEYBOLD
| won't let themturn this into a
media circus. W regroup, hit
themw th tear gas, then go in

har d.

WALT
That's exactly what the Feds tried
at \Waco.

SEYBOLD

You see any tanks? Arny
hel i copters?

WALT
You're playing right into their
paranoia. W need to step back,
before this escal ates.

SEYBOLD
No, Sheriff. You need to step
back. Way back

He noves off. Of Walt's frustration and concern..

76 | NT. CAFETERI A/ CHAPEL - NI GHT

Movi ng wi th Johnny, who's no | onger handcuffed, as two
men, arned with AR-15s, escort himinto the room where
Carter's assenbl ed the sect nenbers. A nunber of the nen
are armed with rifles. A woman is bandagi ng one man's
wounded arm

Johnny expects a hostile reception, but instead the crowd
parts for him people nmurnuring "John" and "The Oher,"
revealing Carter at the dais, Frankel by his side, also
armed with a rifle. Bruce sits in a chair, looking |ike
he's been through a wringer.

CARTER
Wel cone back, John. |I'msorry
about your confinenent.

Johnny ignores him noves to Bruce's side.

JOHNNY
Bruce? You all right?
Bruce is still shaky, but he's nostly suffering fromaguilt.
BRUCE
" m sorry.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT FOUR -

CONTI NUED
J OHNNY

What' d you do to hinf

CARTER

8/ 22/ 05 - WHT-2

Opened his mnd. Then he opened

ours.

BRUCE
| told them

JOHNNY
(conf used)
The raid?

BRUCE
Ar mageddon.

And as Johnny reacts to this, Carter steps down.

CARTER

Your com ng was a sign, John. As

sure as fam ne or war.

You and

|, we share the sanme destiny.

JOHNNY

| don't know what you're talking

about .

BRUCE
He thinks you're the

"second

wi t ness" from Revel ati ons.

JOHNNY
(remenberi ng)
The two prophets..

CARTER
"And if any man wil|l

hurt them

fire proceedeth out of their
mout hs, and devoureth their

eneni es. "
(beat)

Ar mageddon, John. We've both
seen it. Nowit's here.

JOHNNY
No.

CARTER

You can't deny your own Vi Sions.
Accept your role, as |I've accepted

m ne.

Johnny eyes Carter's followers,

their determ ned,

43.

f ervent

expressions, knows that sonehow he has to reach them

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT FOUR - 8/23/05 - BLUE-2 44.

CONTI NUED: (2)

JOHNNY
Do all of you believe I"'mthe
Second Prophet? Do you believe |
can see the future?

Nods and nurnurs of assent fromthe group.

JOHNNY
| have seen Arnmageddon. Only
there weren't any angels, or
horsenmen, or bodies of the
righteous flying up to Heaven.
saw fire.

And as canera PANS to take in their reactions, we begin
t o SUPERI MPCSE i mages of the scenes Johnny descri bes.

J OHNNY
Not God's fire. The kind that
cones from man.

Over which we see our classic Arnmageddon "beauty shot" of
Washi ngton being | eveled by a massive fireball.

JOHNNY
Qur cities wll be destroyed..

Over which we see Christopher Wy surveying the dust-
covered rubble that was once Baltinore ("Visions").

JOHNNY
...leaving a wasteland. The dead
will live only as nenories..

As we see a 9-11-style wall of "m ssing" posters and
handbi Il s ("Fi nding Rachel: Part One").

JOHNNY
...and they' Il be the |ucky ones.

From the sane show, we see fl ashes of deforned survivors,
maybe even a flash of a burned and blind FUTURE JOHNNY.

JOHNNY
Armageddon m ght be com ng, but
it won't be God's doing, it'll be

ours. Qur choices. Like the one
you have today. Ask yoursel ves
if it's worth risking your lives
so one man can call hinself a
Prophet.

(1 ooki ng around)
How about it, Lucy?

( CONTI NUED)
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76 CONTI NUED: ( 3) 76

LUCY' s been standing with her arnms |ightly around her
daughter's shoul ders. She | ooks away from Johnny but
instinctively pulls Nora closer. Johnny turns --

JOHNNY
Jacob? |Is this really why you
didn't pull the trigger that night,
so you could pull it now?

FRANKEL reacts, then exchanges a | ook with his pregnant
wi fe and son. Carter sees the group is wavering. He
tries to reassert control, stepping closer to Johnny.

CARTER
You di sappoint nme, John. You've
been given the gift of light, but
you choose to live in darkness.
Join us and be saved.

But as he puts his hands on Johnny's shoul ders -- WHOOSH
77 FAST MOTI ON AS CARTER DI SAPPEARS, THE SECT MEMBERS ARE 77
REARRANGED ARCUND THE ROOM THEN NORVAL MOTI ON RESUMES
Sounds of gunfire outside, controlled pandenoniumin the
room two nore wounded nen being helped in -- as Vision
Johnny watches. Suddenly --
FOUR | NCENDI ARY CHARGES go off in rapid succession on
each of the four walls. Just as the FLAMES fill the room --
1T7TA THE SCENE FREEZES 1T7TA
Vi si on Johnny wal ks past a frozen Roger and Lucy, tracing

a burst of frozen flanes to the source of one of the
expl osions. As he touches the wall --

77B  VFX THROUGH THE WALL TO AN | NCENDI ARY CHARGE, THEN 77B
VWH PPI NG THROUGH UNDERGROUND W RI NG AND UP | NTO - -

77C CARTER S OFFI CE - DAY 77C

-- following the wires into the back of his conputer
then zipping up to Carter, just as his finger hits the
Enter key... pulling back to find Johnny watching. WHOOSH

78 RESUME ORI G NAL SCENE ON JOHNNY 78

As he breaks away from Carter --

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT FOUR - 8/22/05 - WHT-2 46.

CONTI NUED:

JOHNNY
No! You're not saving these
people. You're killing themn

The sect menbers react with a m x of confusion and al arm
Carter, stunned hinself, is briefly speechl ess.

JOHNNY
He's rigged this place with
expl osives. He's going to nmake
you into martyrs.

The others turn to Carter.

LUCY
Cyrus?

CARTER
VWhat does it matter how we
sacrifice our lives? Babylon's
fired the first salvo. W've
seen the signs. [It's our tine.

FRANKEL
But what if it isn't?
(as Carter turns)
VWhat if John was sent here to
tell us it's not our tine.

Carter stares at himlike a wounded Caesar eyei ng Brutus.

CARTER
Jacob? Are you doubting me, too?

FRANKEL
We have famlies, Cyrus. Children
VWhat if you're wong?

Carter turns to another man, one of Johnny's guards.

CARTER
Take hi s weapon.

But the man just lowers his head. The tide has turned.
Carter crossed to Frankel, wenches his rifle away, then
backs away and ains it wildly at his people.

CARTER
Cowar ds! You want sal vation
w t hout the sacrifice. But God
has given ne a m ssion, and |
won't shirk it.

He rushes out.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT FOUR - 8/17/05 - YELLOW 47.

CONTI NUED: ( 2) 78
FRANKEL
Cyrus!
He starts to go after him but Johnny stops him
JOHNNY
There won't be tine. W' ve got
to get out.
EXT. COVPOUND - DAY 79

Once again, SWAT team nenbers and Kevl ar-swaddl ed troopers
advanci ng cautiously on the buil dings.

Suddenly, Carter runs between the buildings, firing at
them as he goes. O ficers duck for cover and fire back
as Carter slips behind the building housing his office.

| NT. CARTER S OFFI CE - DAY 80

Carter nutters to hinself as he sits at the conputer and
hurriedly calls up a password-protected screen, types in
t he passcode, nuttering to hinself as an om nous GRAPHI C
of the conpound cones up

CARTER
"And they went up on the breadth
of the earth, and conpassed the

canp of the saints about, and the
bel oved city..."

OM TTED 81

EXT. COVPOUND - MAI N ENTRANCE - DAY 82
Frankel pushes open one of the big DOUBLE DOORS, turns to
wave the others after him when suddenly the walls around
hi m are peppered wth AUTOVATI C WEAPONS FIRE. He retreats.
NEW ANGLE - SWAT OFFI CERS AND OTHER PCLI CE

FI RING as they advance on the buil dings.

| NT. COMPOUND - NEAR FRONT DOOR - DAY 83
Johnny and Bruce shut the door. GUNFIRE continues to

sound outside. The sect nenbers are bunched up fearfully,
all of them coughing as SMXE fills the building.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT FOUR - 8/17/05 - YELLOW 48.

CONTI NUED:

FRANKEL
They shot at nme and |I'm not even
ar ned.

JOHNNY
They' re probably nore scared than
we are. |s there an exit they
don't know about ?

FRANKEL
I n back, but the area around it

m ned.

(as Johnny reacts)
It was the only way to secure
that side of the conpound.

BRUCE

'S

Do you know where the m nes are?

FRANKEL

There's a map, but Cyrus has the

only copy.

J OHNNY
W'll have to risk it.

EXT. COVPOUND - DAY

A STORM CELLAR DOOR opens in the m ddle of the FIELD Johnny

saw in his earlier vision. As the others bunch up
anxi ously behind him he |ooks toward the field s edge,

t hen scans the dangerous ground between.

J OHNNY
Wait here.

Intercutting with CLOSE-UPS of Johnny's feet as he takes

several tentative steps into the field.

Then sonet hi ng

CLI CKS and he freezes. As he starts to turn back --

AN EXPLOSI ON bl ows himoff his feet. He
back, bloodied. H's eyes start to cl ose.

FLASH BACK TO THREE SECONDS EARLI ER

| ands on his
Suddenly, we --

Johnny's foot is poised just above the ground; he's about
to take that fateful step. But now he steps back, then

turns to the others.

JOHNNY
VWl k exactly where | wal k.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT FOUR - 8/22/05 - WHT-2 49.

CONTI NUED: 85

As the others begin to file anxiously into the field...

EXT. COVPOUND - COMVAND AREA - DAY (FORMERLY SC. 86) 85A1

Walt is standing near Seybold, as an O ficer rushes up to
report.

OFFI CER

Surveillance reports people exiting
the rear of the conpound.

SEYBOLD
Redepl oy the SWAT team

Suddenly, a NEWS TRUCK pulls up, a CAMERA CREW hops out.

SEYBOLD
Damm it! How d they find out?
WALT
(poi nt ed)

Coul d be soneone told them
They're going to be filmng
everything you do from now on.
Time for you to step back, Major.

As Seybol d seet hes. .

| NT. CARTER S OFFI CE - DAY 85A

Panni ng over nore inmages of war, fam ne and cataclysm on
the nonitor, until we reach a small graphics w ndow t hat
di spl ays an "Execute" button, already sel ected.

CARTER (O. S.)
"And fire came down from God out
of heaven... and devoured them"

Carter's index finger hovers over the Enter key. A |last
Sergi o Leone cl ose-up of his nmaddened eyes, then he hits
the key. The room EXPLODES.

EXT. COVPOUND - DAY 85B

Carter's office building explodes into flanes. The
of ficers who' ve been advancing on the building fall back,
as we HEAR ot her expl osi ons.
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT FOUR - 8/23/05 - BLUE-2 49A

EXT. COWOUND - "M NE FI ELD" - DAY 85C

Johnny has |l ed the sect nenbers halfway across the field
when the main building (or its facade) erupts in flames
behind them Johnny and the sect nenbers crouch and sway,
struggling not to be knocked off their feet.

JOHNNY
Keep foll ow ng ne!

ANGLE - LUCY 85D

Briefly I oses her grip on Nora's hand. Nora | ooks back
at the flanmes, clutches her doll tighter. W can inagine
how, to the little girl's eyes, this indeed seens |ike

Ar mageddon.

EXT. COVPOUND - COVMAND AREA - DAY 86

Walt is about to hop into a SUV, lights flashing, as he
reacts to plumes of snoke rising fromthe buil dings.

WALT

(quietly)
Jesus Chri st.

As he gets in and the SUV roars off...
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EXT. COWOUND - "M NE FI ELD" - DAY 87

Johnny's made it the rest of the way across the mne field,
and now turns and directs the sect nenbers.

JOHNNY
That's it. Exactly in ny
footsteps. Keep com ng.

One by one, he and Bruce help the others across. But
Suddenly, a line of armed officers appear fromthe border
of woods ahead of them Johnny freezes, until he hears --

WALT ( MEGAPHONE)
John. It's all right. No one
will fire on you.

WTH WALT AND THE OFFI CERS

Seybol d hangs back, reluctantly letting Walt take charge
of this rescue effort. An AMBULANCE st ands by.

As JOHNNY sighs wth relief, waving the others al ong.
O ficers take custody of sonme nenbers, MEDI CS give others
oxygen.

JOHNNY
Crmon. That's it. Keep com ng.

Suddenly, a woman shouts, panicked --

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT FOUR - 8/17/05 - YELLOW 51.

CONTI NUED
LUCY
Nor a, no!
Johnny turns, sees Nora standing alone in field, clutching
her doll. He takes a few steps toward her.
JOHNNY

Nor a! Don't nove!

Fri ghtened and confused, Nora calls out to her nother.

NCRA

You said when the Rapture cane,

we'd be with Daddy. If |

di e,

then I can go to heaven and be
with him W should both go.

LUCY
No, honey! Not this way!

Johnny shushes Lucy with a gesture,

then edges closer to

Nora, each step again |aced w th danger.

J OHNNY
Nora, | know what it's |

ke to

lose a father. But I'mtelling

you, as a father nyself:

he

woul dn't want you to join him

like this.
NORA

They said we'd be together again.

JOHNNY
| know they did, honey.

He i nches closer, as we see Walt, Bruce, the other sect
menbers, and even Seybol d, tensely wat chi ng.

J OHNNY

But your Daddy woul dn't want that

to happen now. He wants

to watch

you grow up, play and nmake friends,
and nmaybe soneday have ki ds of
your own. That's how you'll make

hi m happy.

Tears are rolling down Nora's cheeks.

NORA
How do you know?

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: "Vortex" - ACT FOUR - 8/22/05 - WHT-2 52.

CONTI NUED:  ( 2) 87
J OHNNY
Because that's what |1'd want for
my son.

He hol ds out a hand. A tense beat, then Nora dashes across
t he few dangerous yards separating themand | eaps into
hi s arns.

WALT, BRUCE, and even Seybold collectively exhale.
OFF JOHNNY, clutching the little girl tightly to him--

LUCY (V. Q)
Say what you want about Johnny
Smth. He saved ny little girl.

OM TTED 88

| NT. HEARI NG ROOM - DAY 89
Lucy is testifying.

LUCY
He may' ve saved all of us.
know t hat those of us who shot at
the officers will be tried, but
none of us wanted to fight. W
just wanted to be left alone to
practice our beliefs.

STI LLSON
(sonber beat)
Thank you for your testinony, M.
Caron. Madane Chairnman, woul d
you agree we've heard enough?

The Chai rwoman consi ders, then nods.

EXT. STATE CAPI TOL BU LDI NG - DAY 90

Johnny and Bruce wait amdst a crowd of mlling PRESS.
VWl t approaches.

WALT
They're com ng out. Looks like
that "interference" charge against
you i s gonna be dropped, John.

BRUCE

Whul dn't | ook too good anynore,
would it?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

Stillson enters followed by the other panel nmenbers. The
Reporters surges toward him shouting for comments.
Stillson quiets themw th a gesture.

STI LLSON

What we heard today was
frightening, not just because of
what did haﬁpen but because of
what could have. Utimtely,
there was only one confirmed
fatality: M. Carter hinself.
But even one life lost is too
many.

(speech node)
An incident like this is proof
that it's time for change in this
country. These people nmay have
been m sgui ded, but they were not
a threat that had to be nmet with
deadly force. W need | eaders
capabl e of understandi ng that
di al ogue is nore val uabl e than
confrontation, and that
intimdating others through
vi ol ence, because we di sagree
with their religious choices,
conprom ses who we are as a people
and a nation. Thank you.

But the Reporters trail himanyway as he noves off,
shouting flattering followup questions like "Is it true
you' re already considering a Senate run?" that suggest
Stillson, and not Johnny, is the man of the hour.

J OHNNY
How does he do it?

WALT
VWhat ?

J OHNNY

Make me | ook |ike a dangerous
lunatic while he cones off as a
her o?

BRUCE
That ' man-of -t he- peopl e’ act won't
play forever. Folks' Il catch on.

J OHNNY
| wonder.

Then he catches sight of Lucy and a bunch of sect nenbers
gathered in a park-1ike area at the base of the steps, a
couple of themtalking to Reporters. Lucy waves to him

90
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EXT. STATE CAPI TOL BUI LDI NG - A SHORT TI ME LATER

Fi ndi ng Johnny talking to Lucy as Bruce chats w th anot her
sect nenber.

JOHNNY
So you're gonna rebuil d?

LUCY
It was a good place for us. For
a while, anyway. | think it can

be agai n.
Johnny wat ches Nora horsing around with sone other Kkids.

JOHNNY
Nor a | ooks happy.

LUCY
She's excited. She starts fourth
grade next fall.

JOHNNY
No nore home school i ng?

LUCY
Qur kids need to know we're part
of a bigger world, and it's part
of us.

She i ndi cates Roger, who's showing off a newiPod to an
attractive Fenmal e Reporter.

LUCY
Roger just downl oaded his first
"podcast."” Alternative Christian
Rock. | didn't even know there

was such a thing.

JOHNNY
Li ke you said, it's a big world.

LUCY
Sure you won't join our little
part of it, guide our evolving

experinment in conmunal |iving?
JOHNNY

| don't think you need anot her

"prophet".

Lucy touches his arm her warmsmle pregnant w th nmeani ng.

LUCY
Maybe you'll need us sone day.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 91

She noves off to join her daughter. Johnny | ooks around
at the group of determ ned but cheerful people, and has
to smle, too, as Bruce joins him

BRUCE
GQuess |'mnot the only one who
knows your secret anynore. Think

they'll do a better job of keeping
it?

Johnny wat ches the sect nenbers.

JOHNNY
Maybe Armageddon shoul dn't be a
secret.
(re: sect nenbers)
It's one thing to believe the End
is comng, it's another to realize
you can do sonet hing about it.

Bruce nods, understandi ng.

BRUCE
At | east then there's hope.

And as Nora turns and catches Johnny's eyes, we feel that
hope in her shy but radiant smle. Of Johnny...

FADE QUT.
THE END
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ADDENDUM A (FOR SCENE 50, PAGE 29)

CARTER
Wo are we? Are we this flesh,
t hese bodi es of skin and sinew
and bone, or are we sonethi ng
nmore? |If we believe all we are
is flesh, we're | ost, because
flesh i s weak.

(eyes an ol der sect

menber)
It grows fragile with age, becones
prey to injury and di sease, betrays
and hum | i ates us.

(eyes the Fragile

Young Wman, the

former junkie)
Qppressed by burdens, it seeks
relief in a nmedicated oblivion.

(eyes Frankel, the

woul d- be sui ci de)
O it loses hope entirely, until
death seens the only way to end
t he pain.

(eyeing themall)

But this is not all we are. And
if we believe that, that we are
spirit, bounded by flesh but not
defined by it, then our path is
clear. Qur eyes and ears are
opened. And we have a gui de.

(re: Bible)

It's all here, if you know where

to | ook, a code that reveals the
secrets of our past and our future.
From the Divine spark that ani mated
us, to the Fire that will consune
us. And when the tine cones for

us to surrender our earthly shells,
ina final battle that honors our
faith and delivers our salvation

we wll do so gladly.

(lays down Bi bl e)

When Babyl on cones calling, we
will be ready. W have the tools
to defend oursel ves. ..

(lays a gun atop Bible)
...and we're not afraid to use of
t hem

(as we segue into

scri pted dial ogue,

top page 30...)
"And | saw a strong ange
proclaimng with a |oud voice,
Wio is worthy to open the book
and | oose the seal s thereof?"

*
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