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TEASER
FADE | N:
EXT. FI FTH AVENUE - DAY

A red Fire Engine blasts its way through m d-day traffic,
SI REN bl ari ng.

| NT. DODCGE STRATUS - DAY

JOE CAPANELLI, sonewhere deep in his thirties, pulls over to
avoi d being steamrolled by the Fire Engine.

JCE is the Public Advocate of the City of New York. (Mre
on that later.) Wth tousled hair and winkled shirts, he's

the antithesis of today's polyester politician. He is
assionate, optimstic and handsone, though his face, on the
ocal news, cones off as perpetually weary.

Sitting beside JOE is his Chief of Staff, ATES KILICLI OGLU

early twenties. ATES is Turkish by heritage, Anerican by

birth and a practicing Muslim He"s young and idealistic or
nai ve and i nexperienced, depending on whomyou talk to.

ﬁTESbIF|dﬁy0ted to JCE, but not afraid to call his boss on
is bullshit.

Oh, and JOE is driving with a speech propped up onto the
steering wheel .

ATES
Coul d you pl ease not do that?
JOE
Do what ?
_ ATES
Read while you're driving. |It's
dangerous, illegal. How would
i

it
lay on the six o'clock news if the
ubli ¢ Advocate caused a five car

pile up?

JOE
| drove cross country once, from
Queens to Costa Mesa, playing Tetris,
IlstenlnP to Pink Floyd, with a bottle
a

of tequila between ny |egs -- never
had an acci dent.

ATES _
gou're a regul ar Safety Council poster
oy.

ATES snat ches the speech off the steering wheel.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOE
Ates, | have to study the speech.

ATES o
Sgeech? Al'l you do is introduce the
yor. Twenty-eight words. M
grandnot her could do this.

- JOE
| s she avail abl e?
(takes speech back) _
You know how crappy | am at public
speaki ng.

_ ATES _
Alright, you're not great at it.

EXT. FERRY PI ER - DAY

JOE and ATES exit the Car and wal k onto a Ferry.

JOE
| only got elected Public Advocate
because | forced the city to reopen
the petting zoo in Central Park.
But ry Tyl er More and Bernadette
Peters did all the talking. | was
of f-stage, passing out petitions.

ATES
You're a one-on-one guy. As a
contractor --

JCE
| didn't hafta talk to crowds. A
pl unber here, a carpenter there, an
architect. Now, | stare out at the
audi ence, that ocean of expectant
faces, and the tsunam hits: | forget

what |'ve nmenorized, | sweat profusely

and stutter |ike El ner Fudd.

ATES _ _
You' ve acconplished a ot in nine
short nonths --

JOE
But not by maki ng speeches.

ATES
Don't forget, you need to confront
t he Mayor about the situation in
Soundvi ew. This nax be your only
face-to-face with the old cretin.

TIME CUT TGO

( CONTI NUED)
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JOE
Yeah, but, first, | hafta get past
t he Dragon Lady.

As the Ferry departs,
CUT TO

WORDS APPEAR, as if on a conputer screen (or maybe with a
V(]CECNER%:_"The Publ i c Advocate is the second hi ghest ranking
el ected official in the Gty of New York -- after the Mayor."

CUT TO
EXT. CASTLE W LLI AMS/ GOVERNOR S | SLAND - DAY

The dynano that is Mayor KENDALL HOLT punps hands. Late
fifties, powerful, tough, KENDALL possesses the kind of
political savvy which our boy Joe does not.

Beside himis Deputy Mayor FRANCI NE TYSON, a cross between

Si gour ney Weaver and Scarlett Johansson. She says she's in
her early thirties, but her birth certificate nysteriously

di sappeared fromthe Cty Records Ofice the day she was
sworn in. Beautiful and intelligent, FRANCINE is a Virgo,

whi ch nmeans she is al so organi zed and singl e-m nded. Soneday
she will be Mayor. O President. O Enpress.

_ FRANCI NE _
We're still nowhere with the police
uni on over the new contract.

- KENDALL _ _
Tell MKenzie if he and his cronies
wal kK out, "Il have them arrested,
fined and castrat ed.
(to CITIZEN)

Thanks for com ng.
As KENDALL presses the flesh, JOE approaches FRANCI NE

JOE
Deputy Mayor --
FRANCI NE )
Joe. VWow. You're on tine.
JOE

Has Holt read ny |etter about the
need for nore bank branches in
Soundvi ew?

FRANCI NE
That's not an issue the Mayo

_ _ _ r feels
confortable inserting hinmself in --

( CONTI NUED)
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JCE
Wiy not? The people in Soundvi ew
are his constituents, as much as

mne. | have a stack of e-mails and
phone nessages and --
FRANCI NE

This adm ni strati on does not tel
banks where to put branches.

JOE
But, there's only one branch of one
bank in the whole area and it serves
twenty-four thousand people. Sone
fol ks have to travel three mles on
two buses just to nake a deposit. |
have a plan to --

FRANCI NE' s cel | RI NGS.

FRANCI NE
Excuse ne. ..
She answers phone, as they step up onto the platform
white and bl ue bunti ng. S take their seats.
KENDAL L
Hel | o, Joe. \Were have you been
hi di ng yoursel f?
_ JOE
Pittsburgh, trade conference. M ster
Mayor, | wote you a letter --
KENDAL L

So, who's gonna win the subway series?

JOE
The Mets. |'mhoping Rivera' s arm
falls off. About thi's banking thing.
| don't wanna hafta go to the press --

FRANCI NE t ouches KENDALL's el bow.

She t akes

FRANCI NE )
|"msorry, sir, but it's inportant.

himoff to the side, whispers in his ear.

| ooks at ATES.

JOE
He al ways makes nme feel |ike ny
shirttail's hangi ng out.
_ ATES
It Is.

( CONTI NUED)

Red,

JOE



MONY 5.
22 Decenber 2006

CONTI NUED:  (2)

Tucking in his shirttail, JOE watches as KENDALL fol |l ows
POLI CEMAN of f. FRANCI NE appr oaches.

FRANCI NE

Sonet hing's come up. The Mayor had
to go. You'll do the dedication

JOE ) )
VWhat? Wait. |1'mdoing the intro --

~ FRANCI NE _
You' re doi ng the dedication.
JOE
No. N-O
FRANCI NE

What's the big deal? It's a |ousy
ten m nute speech.

_ JCE _
| nmenorized the intro. "Ladies and
gentl emune... nen --"

FRANCI NE t akes speech from bri ef case.

FRANCI NE
Here's what the Mayor had prepared.
You m ght want to skip the joke about
you Denocr at s.

She heads off, |eaving JOCE open-nout hed, sputtering.

ATES
Ch geez.

FUND- RAI SER
(approachi ng)
We need to begin.

On JCE, frantically studying the Mayor's speech,

CUT TGO
WORDS APPEAR: "The Public Advocate's job is to keep City
Hall and all it's various agencies in line..." "Good |uck."

CUT TGO

| NT. HELI COPTER - DAY
Ai rborne. KENDALL, on phone.
KENDALL

Yes, Bob, |I'mfive m nutes out.
What's the status?

( CONTI NUED)



MONY 6.
22 Decenber 2006

CONTI NUED:
As he listens, concern riddling his brow,
CUT TO
EXT. CASTLE WLLI AMS/ GOVERNOR S | SLAND - DAY
FUND- RAI SER st ands at podi um
FUND- RAI SER
... The Public Advocate of the CitY _
of New York, M ster Joseph Capanell

Tepi d appl ause, as JOE goes to podium shakes FUND- RAI SER s
hand. JCE stares out. As he struggles to breathe,

CUT TO
EXT. FORT JAY/ GOVERNOR S | SLAND - DAY
FRANCI NE, on cell, wal ks to another helicopter.
FRANCI NE
Marci e, cancel all the Mayor's
app0|ntnents : Yés evethhlng o
Hm too. hb, [ "1 do that one..
As she clinbs on board,
CUT TO

EXT. CASTLE W LLI AMS/ GOVERNOR S | SLAND - DAY
JOE is, in theatre parlance, laying an egg, as he reads:
JOE
Adds a lumin -- |um nous jewel
to New York's historical | andscape. .
turns the page)
"o - sney and Rocky G aziano..."
(1 ooks up)
| think I'm m ssing a page.
He reshuffles the papers. On the AUDI ENCE, fidgeti ng,
CUT TO
| NT. LIMOUSINE - DAY
KENDALL | ooks at watch, calls to DRI VER

KENDAL L
M ke, can't we go any faster?

DRI VER wal ki es an unmar ked Pol i ce Car.

DRI VER
Mony wants speed.

( CONTI NUED)
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Hear CRACKLE of wal ki e.

| NT. PCLI CE CAR - DAY 10
POLI CEMAN, on wal ki e, accel erates.

EXT. JOHN STREET - DAY 11
The Police Car and the Lino rocket, SIREN WAILING

EXT. WATER STREET - DAY 12

A large Container Truck barrels toward an intersection. The
side of the Truck reads "Ani mal Menagerie, Inc."

I NT. TRUCK - DAY 13

The TEAMSTER wears headset, volune on nmax, struggling to
stay awake.

EXT. JOHN STREET - DAY 14

The Police Car and the Linmo tear through traffic, heading
for the sane intersection.

CUT TO
EXT. CASTLE W LLI AMS/ GOVERNOR S | SLAND - DAY 15
JOE, at podium still plugging al ong:
JCE
"W celebrate the..."
(exhal es) _
"...1n-can-des-cent beauty of this..."

He | ooks at the next word, has no idea howto say it. O
what it neans.

JOE (cont.)
Oh, hell.
(gi ves up on speech)
Have you | ooked around this place?
It's amazi ng.
As JCE stares up at the fortress,
CUT TO
EXT. | NTERSECTI ON - DAY 16
Truck reaches the intersection, the light is green.
The Nhéor's entourage reaches the intersection, the light is
red. ut that doesn't stop them The Police Car roars

t hrough -- and SMASHES | NTO THE TRUCK, spinning backwards
towards the Lino.
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| NT. LI MOUSI NE - DAY 17
KENDAL L
VWhat the f--
EXT. | NTERSECTI ON - DAY 18

The Linpo, in order to avoid hitting the Police Car, swerves
violently and SLAMS into the truck, which tips over.

The Lino is crushed.
A beat, as the dust settles. The back door of the truck
SMAHES o?en, by its owmn weight. A PENGUI N pops out of the
t ruck. hen anot her PENGUI N cones out. Then another. On a
gaggl e of PENGU NS waddl i ng around t he w eckage,

CUT TO

WORDS APPEAR: "I f the Mayor becones incapacitated or dies,
t he Public Advocate succeeds him.."

CUT TO
EXT. CASTLE W LLI AMS/ GOVERNOR S | SLAND - DAY 19

JOE, unaware of the sudden turn his |ife has just taken
smles at the surroundings.

JCE
Absol ut el y amazi ng. ..

As the CAMERA RI SES, revealing a dazzling panorama of the
skyl i ne of New York,

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER
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ACT _ONE
FADE | N:
EXT. FIRST AVENUE - DAY 20
Ambul ance rips through traffic, escorted by police.
| NT. AMBULANCE - DAY 21

PARAMEDI CS wor k feverishly on KENDALL, who |ies on gurney
unconsci ous and bl oody.

EXT. QOUR LADY OF MERCY - DAY 22
As the anbul ance pulls into the hospital's E R

CUT TO
I NT. THE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR/ CI TY HALL - DAY 23

Quiet for a nonment, then MARCIE COHEN, thirties, the Mayor's
private secretary, enters. A civil servant, she's been around
since the Guliant admnistration. She knows everything

t hat' s happeni ng everywhere in the buil ding.

She |l eads JCE inside. There is an odd tension between them

JOE
Marcie, what's this about? Wy al
t he hush-hush?

MARCI E
You'l |l see.

(starts to exit)
Don't touch anyt hing.

She goes, closes door. JOE |ooks around the room at the
portraits of former Mayors: Fiorello La CGuardia, DeWtt
Cinton, Cadwal |l ader D. Colden. There is also a portrait of
Holt with the Lubavitcher Rebbe. JCE goes to an_ ornate desk,
pi cks up crystal paperwei ght enbedded with the city seal

FRANCI NE (o0.c.) . _
| gave that to him-- Election night.

JOE drops paperwei ght on the desk with a THUD. FRANCI NE
cl oses door, all business.

) FRANCI NE (cont.)
Sit down, we need to talk.

JOE, obediently, sits, as she crosses to behind the desk.
She does not sit.

FRANCI NE (cont.)
The Mayor's been in a car accident.
He's in a conm.

JOE
God.

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANCI NE _
Rel ax, he'll recover, we just don't

have a tinetable yet. So, as of
now, according to the city charter
you are the yor, the Acting Mayor

JCE cl oses his eyes, "oh, right," renenbering.

FRANCI NE (cont.) )
I'I'l handl e the day-to-day running
of the governnent, but there are
sone official duties you are required
to do... Myor Holt was on the way
to an enmergency neeting at the Counte
Terrorism Center.

JCE
VWy? What's wrong?
FRANCI NE
~ (calls out:)
Li eut enant .

NYPD Li eut enant ROY CORDI ERO, forties, Latino

10.

r

cones to door

tall, strong, you wouldn't want to fuck with hi m

_ FRANCI NE (cont.L
Roy Cordiero, NYPD. He'll be
coordi nating your security detail.

ROY
M ster Capanelli.

JOE
Call nme Joe.

As they shake hands, FRANCI NE heads out.
FRANCI NE
The key to the next few days is to
keep our citizens calm--
ROY foll ows, then JCE
I NT. HALLWAY/ CI TY HALL - DAY
JOE and FRANCI NE trek along, trailed by ROY.
FRANCI NE (cont. ) _
They need to know that the city wll

continue to function as it has. No
speed bunps or pot hol es.

DAVIS KIM twenty-five, Chinese-Anerican, the Mayor's Press

Secretary, joins the trek.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVI S _
M st er R/gnel li, renmenber ne? Davis
Kim the yor's Press Secretary.

: JOE
Oh, right, yeah, hi.

_ DAVIS
W' ve issued an initial report on
Mayor Holt's condition. And the
perp wal k's all set.

JOE
The perp wal k?
DAVI S
Qur little press office joke. It's

t he di stance between the front door
and the car. The nedia is out there,
firing a milion guestions. You

keep wal ki ng, yell out a non-sequitur.

I f you don't want to answer, cup

our ear I|ke Reagan, |ike you can't
ear over the noise --
FRANCI NE

Just don't stop wal ki ng.

JOE
Look, this isn't the first tine |'ve
talked to reporters, okay?

- FRANCI NE
Once we're in the lino, we'll make
the swtch.

_ JOE
What switch?
FRANCI NE

W can't let the media -- or anyone
el se -- know that we're headed to

the CTC, so we've announced t hat

you're 90|nP to VISIt the Mayor in
the hospi ta [imo wll pull
away and a natchlng l[im will head
to Qur Lady of Mercy --

Yeah, but, mhat haﬁpens when t he
natchlng Ilnn reaches the hospital
and I"'mnot init?

DAVI S
|'ve told the press that you don't
want to exploit the situation as a
MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVI S (cont.) . _
photo op so you're going in, sight
unseen, through the underground
par ki ng gar age.

JOE
Ckay. So, why exactly are we going
to the Counter Terrorism Center?

FRANCI NE i gnores himand exits to:
EXT. CITY HALL - DAY 25

Medi a madness. JOE rushes out between FRANCI NE and ROY toward
Lino. DAVIS brings up the rear.

REPORTER #1 _
You and the Mayor have clashed quite
often since the election, do you
intend to change any of his policies?

JOE
No. Not at this tine.

_ ~ REPORTER #2 o
Meaning, if the Mayor's condition
doesn't inprove, you wll?

JCE stops at open door of Lino.

JOE
Look, a terrible thing has happened.
W need to cone together, not --

FRANCI NE shoves JCE forward, into:
| NT. LIMOUSINE - DAY 26

JOE tunbles into backseat as ROY clinbs behind steering wheel.
FRANCI NE sl ides in beside JCE

JCE (cont.)
| had a nun |ike you in second grade.
She was constantly shoving ne. On a
school trip to the top of the Enpire
State Building, | shoved back.

FRANCI NE
(takes out files)
Let's go, Roy.

The Lino drives off. She dials cell.
FRANCI NE (cont.) _
Rebbe Engl estein, please... Francine
Tyson, returning his call.

JOE takes out cell.

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANCI NE (cont.)
Who are you calling?

JOE
Ates, to tell himto neet us at the
Counter Terrorism Center.

FRANCI NE
No. He can't cone.

JOE
He's nmy Chief of Staff --

FRANCI NE
He doesn't have clearance. He can't
know what's goi ng on.

JCE
(sarcastic)
How "bout me? Can | know?

FRANCI NE

i nto phone
Rebbg? P )

As FRANCI NE starts chatting with the Rebbe,

SMASH CUT TO
I NT. MAIN ROOM CTC - DAY 27
New YorC = Seculi Ly, nerve center; (JOF entely dunbfounded .

to the max. FRANCINE | eads JCE to a group of MEN, various
ages, various sizes; all very WASPY.

FRANC!I NE _
Gentlemen, I'mnot sure if you' ve
net Joe Capanelli -- Sydney Stewart,

Pol i ce Conm ssi oner; Bob nl on,
NYPD Special Ops. Over here, we
have MIton Mtchell, Speci al
Assistant to the Mayor; Garry Pudenz,
FBI Joint Terrorist Task Force.

JOE
Look, | hope we'll all get to be
great friends, but what's the crisis?
FRANCI NE nods to BOB [ OPS].

BOB [ OPS]
Let's start with --

He pushes button, ARAB MALE s face appears, stats al ongside.

( CONTI NUED)
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) BOB {CPS] (cont.)
This man -- Abdul al-Shazzar, the
| eader of an Al Qaeda cell --

ASSI STANT appr oaches.

ASS| STANT
W have surveill ance.

BOB [ OPS]
Excel | ent.

Monitor pops on: the exterior of an apartnment building in
| oner Manhattan. BOB turns back to JCE

BOB [OPS] (cont.)
An Al Qaeda cell which intends to
bl ow up Gand Central Station at
rush hour today.

JOE
Sweet Jesus.

BOB [ OPS]
There are three other nenbers of the
cell: Aziz al-Faisal, al-Shazzar's

cousi n; Mashoor al-Grandi and
Mbat az Bi n Rahman, fell ow worshi ppers
at the Masjid Agsa Mosque.

SYDNEY [ NYPD]
Two weeks ago, an informant | eaked
the details of their plot --

_ GARRY [ FBI ] _ _
Since then, we've been nonitoring
chat roons, intercepting docunents,
traci ng purchases, tapping calls --

M LTON [ SAM hands transcript to JCE
M LTON [ SAM

They' ve been using a code, referring
to the attack as a "poker gane" --

: BOB [ OPS] :
Certain phrases correlate with bonb
maki ng materials. "Pretzels" neans
ammonium nitrate. "Root beer," fue

oil and so on.
JOE squints at the transcript, as TEX GOODW N [DHS] enters.

SYDNEY [ NYPD]
Ugh, what's he doi ng here?

( CONTI NUED)
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TEX [ DHS]

15.

There's a buzz in the stratosphere,
sonethlng nasty's about to go down.

to JOE)

Tex odw n, Honmel and Security.
They never invite nme to their

SYDNEY { NYPD]
| sent you an e-mail.

- TEX [ DHS]
Funny, | didn't get it.
that"s happened.
FRANCI NE
Fell as -- Focus.

SYDNEY [ NYPD] snarls at TEX [ DHS]

party.

Fourth tine

then faces JOE, pointing

to surveillance screen and conputerized map.

SYDNEY [ NYPD]

W' ve surrounded the hone of al-
Shazzar -- here -- and we're prepped

for an all-out assault.

JOE
VWat's that nean, "all-out"?

_ SYDNEY [ NYPD]
The Joint Terrorism Task

Force --

two hundred men, with orders to
aﬁprehend, di sarm and, if necessary,
sho

ot to kill.

FRANCI NE
W' ve been preparing for
conti ngency since nine/el
plan's at ready. As Acti

this
even. The
ng Mayor,

you sinply need to give the thunbs

up.
JOE
Ch.  Huh.
(to BOB {CPS ) o
Are you absolutely sure this is the
ri ght house? | nean, renmenber that

incident in London, where they thought --

BOB [ OPS]

It's the right house... Sir..

JOE
And the threat is definit
t oday?

GARRY [ FBI ]
That's what the chatter i

ely for

ndi cat es.

( CONTI NUED)
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JCE _
How cone you waited '"til the |ast
m nut e?
M LTON [ SAM

We didn't know the date and tine
until about an hour ago.

~TEX [DHS )
So, let's kick sone |slanic ass.

BOB [ OPS _
Tex, only three of themare in the
apartnent right now Plus, al-
Shazzar's w fe and six year old son.
We shoul d hold off '"til al-Shazzar
he returns.

JCE
And | haven't said yes, yet.
A nonent of confusion, exchanged | ooks, "Is this guy serious?"
JOE (cont.)

l"d like to go over the information
you' ve col |l ect ed.

_ FRANCI NE
There isn't tine.
JCE
Vell, we're waiting for the | eader
so we have sone tine.
FRANCI NE

The data is conplex. You don't have
the expertise to interpret it.

JCE
True, but | clocked alotta hours in
t hat nei ghbor hood, canpai gni ng.
It's easy to m sunderstand certain
wor ds, custons --

TEX [DHS]
Are you soft on terrorisnf?
JOE _
No. God, no. | want terrorism gone.

| wanna stop | ooking over ny shoul der.
| want ny kids to be safe. " But,
before we turn the | ower east side
into Sadr City, | want answers to a
coupl e questions. Like who el se
[ives in that building? How nuch
danger are we putting themin?

( CONTI NUED)
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BOB [OPS]
Every precaution is being taken.
JCE
How big is al-Shazzar's apartnent?
- BOB [ OPS]
It's a studio. ybe four hundred
square feet.
JCE _
Yet, we're sending in two hundred

nmen. |In ny experrence, as a
contractor; too many guys on a job
i's worse than not enough guys. " They
start stepping on each other's --

FRANCI NE
Mayor Holt woul d' ve said yes.

JCOE
We don't know that for certain.
Besi des, what he woul d' ve done doesn't
matter, it's nmy decision now.

FRANCI NE
You've been in the job all of twenty
m nutes, you think you know nore
than the experts?

JOE _

Look, the experts, especi

it comes to this terroris

have had their heads up t
gto t he OTHERS)

No of f ense.

aIIY when
t stuff,
heir asses --

17.

FRANCI NE_si gnals. M LTON Bgéwl, who wal ks of f, gets on cel

phone. BOB [ OPS] faces

BOB [ OPS] _
M ster Capanelli, New York City has
the finest security operation in the
world. It's better than the federal
governnment's --

TEX [ DHS]
Hey, | wouldn't say that --

BOB [ OPS]

The city has better undercover agents
overseas, better trained translators.

d that's with the Feds cutting our
funding by Torty percent --

_ SYDNEY [ NYPD]
Wi ch they did because sone | utmmox
at DHS decided the Statue of Liberty
isn't a national |andmark --

( CONTI NUED)
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TEX [ DHS]
Now, hold on, that was due to a
clerical error on your part --

SYDNEY [ NYPD]
You sent the noney to Paducha,
Vyon1ng, where |'msure Csama is
plotting to blow up a herd of cows --

JCE
Quys, there's a child in al-Shazar's
apartnment. There's probably tmentr
famlies in the building. Just tell
me no i nnocent people will be hurt.

BOB [ OPS
We can't guarantee that --

JOE
Then - -

FRANCI NE
If we don't take this chance, a | ot
of other innocent people -- at Gand
Central -- wll be hurt, killed. A

hundred t housand, naybe.
JOE hears this, bites his lower I|ip.

o JOE
This job sucks...

M LTON [ SAM returns, gives FRANCI NE slight nod.
FRANCI NE
| f you need tinme to think, Joe,
there's a secure office over here.

She indicates "Secure Conpartmented Information Facility".
JOE enters. FRANCINE signals MLTON [ SAM, who goes into:

I NT. SCIF/ CTC - DAY 28
JOE paces. MLTON [ SAM enters.
M LTON [ SAM _ _
M ster Capanelli, ny title is Special

Assistant to the Mayor, but |'m going
to reveal sonething toNéou that only
t he Mayor, the Deput yor and the
Pol i ce  Comm ssi oner know. |'m ClA
(of f JOE) o
Al though this decision is yours,
there are others who have an
interest...

PHONE RI NGS.

( CONTI NUED)
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M LTON [ SAM

That's the VWhite House.

M LTON [ SAM goes.

JOE, hesitates,

19.

(cont.)

then lifts phone.

JOE
Hul | 0?... Sure, I'Il hold... Mster
President... Yes, we're all praying
for his recovery. Mre'n' nore as

each noment passes..

Yeah, it's a

tough call... Wll, I'd just like to
know that it's the right house, the
right people. 1'd like to mnimze
the loss of life and -- You do?
Well, | appreciate that, sir... Uh
huh. ..

JCE |listens and paces.

I NT. MAIN ROOM CTC - DAY

FRANCI NE and the OTHERS wai t .

FRANCI NE

He'll do it. He doesn't have the
ball s not to.

JCE energes, faces the OTHERS

., JOE .

The President agrees with ne... W
share the sane concerns... But he

feels we should nove forward. That
in nonents of crisis all

t he branches
state,

of government -- federal,

city -- need to act as one. So --
(t o FRANCI NE) _

How do | do this? Do I sign

somnet hi ng?

For now,

~ FRANCI NE
just say It.

JCE
Okay. Wien this al -Shazzar Puy shows
up, nove in... Shoot to :

As the CTC kicks i

nto hi gh gear,

Ki

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
FADE | N:
I NT. MAIN ROOM CTC - DAY 30
bui Pl ng. *Nor Al street activity o children, dogs.

ASSI STANT (o.c.
The Deputy Mayor's on the phone.
She wants an updat e.

BOB [OPS] (o0.c.)
Tell her that we're still hol ding.

CROSS FADE TQO
I NT. DEPUTY MAYOCR S OFFI CE/ CI TY HALL - DAY 31

CU on TV screen: REPORTER #1 reEBrts story on the Mayor,
fromoutside Qur Lady of Mercy spital.

REPORTER #1
...So0, for now, the people of New
York will have to watch, wait and
Eray... Lenore Jackson, WNABC, at CQur
ady of Mercy Hospital. Chuck?

CAMERA PULLS BACK TO REVEAL six TV screens, all on different
stations; news of the Mayor: Kendall smling, the scene of
the accident, the penguins. FRANCINE, at her desk, on phone:

_ FRANCI NE
No sign of al-Shazzar, huh? Ckay.

She hangs up, focuses on TV.

_ CHUCK SCARBOROUGH
Wil e the Mayor recuperates, the
city's Public Advocate has taken
over the reins of governnent. But
who is Joseph Capanelli? Nell Smth
gives us "A O oser Look" --

FRANCI NE rises and exits, as clips of JOE appear on TV.

| NT. BULLPEN CI TY HALL - DAY 32
G ven the Mayor's condition and the terrorist threat, the
roomis even nore hyper than usual. AlIDES on phones, on

conputers, rushing around. FRANCI NE addresses her secretary,
THERESA CYW N, twenty, spunky.

FRANCI NE
Theresa, get ne Sharon Fabert fast.

( CONTI NUED)
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~ THERESA _
Labor Rel ations wants a pre-limon
t oday's PBA negoti ati ons.

FRANCI NE
Squeeze themi n.

As THERESA reaches for the phone, DAVI S approaches.

DAVI S
You ready for this? There were el even
pengui ns on that truck. One of them
Is still m ssing.

FRANCI NE
So? Have the police put out an APB.
How hard can it be to find a penguin
in Manhattan?

DAVI S _ _
It gets worse: the owner is suing
the city. Six mllion dollars.
Enotional distress. Not his enotional
di stress, the penguins.

FRANCI NE _
Way're you telling nme this now?
DAVI S

That little, lost penguin is going
to be a public relations nightmare.

Al DE appr oaches.

Al DE _
Rebbe Engl estein's on the phone again.

DAVI S
They're too damm cute.

(goes)

Al DE
Engl estei n_ says Ham d Durrani made
anti-Semtic remarks at a Border's
book signing in the Bronx.

FRANCI NE
Tell the Rebbe that I'll contact
Durrani and get a clarification.
- Alm - .
Engl estein wants a neeting with the
Acti ng Mayor.
FRANCI NE

No way. Capanelli's on ice. He
tal ks'to no one.

( CONTI NUED)
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MARCI E crosses by, with coffee nug.

MARCI E _ _
Francine, the MB is monderlnﬁ, si nce
Holt was going to throw out the first
pitch at tonorrow s Yankee/ Mets gane,
If Capanelli's doing it instead.

FRANCI NE
W'l |l get back to them

Leaving the bustle, MARCIE exits into:
I NT. THE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR/ CI TY HALL - DAY

In contrast to the Bullpen: absolute quiet, to the point of
inertia. ROY stands at door. JCE paces, as MARCI E enters.

MARCI E
Here y' go, piping hot --
_ JOE
Did you send for Ates?
MARCI E
Yep.

JOE
And where's that file on the nenbers
of the cell?

- MARCI E
CIC says it's on its way. They're
sinplifying the data.

JOE
Is this stuff that hard t
O do they think I'm an

MARCI E
Bot h.

(of f JCE
Vel l, you asked.

MARCI E goes. JOE turns to ROY:

. JOE
You can sit if you want.

ROY
No, thank you, sir.

.9
0

o¥e)

JCE sips coffee -- it's too hot. He puts cup down, exhales,
frustrated.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOE o .
The whole world is spinning twi ce as
fast as usual and I'min here playing
pocket pool .
JOE eyes the liquor at a small, mahogany bar, then --
JOE (cont.)
So, Roy, what's your story? You
married?
_ ROY
No, sir.
. JOeE
Good | ooking guy like you, what're
you gay?
_ ROY
Yes, sir.

JOE
Yes? Oh. So nuch for "Don't ask,
don't tell," huh?

ROY says nothing. JCE gets rocks glass from bar.

_ JCE (cont.) _
' mdivorced. Married a%_hlgh schoo
sweet heart -- Dol ores, i ch neans

"sorrow' and, boy, was she.
ROY says nothing. JCE pours bourbon into gl ass.

JOE (cont.)
Can't conplain though, | got two
great kids: Rocco, he's eighteen and --
(about to sip, stops)
Hel . Anabell a.
(takes out cell, speed
di al s) _
She uses Grand Central com ng hone.
| gotta warn her --

ROY.
M ster Capanelli, you can't. |If the
public finds out about the threat,
there'll be mass panic --

. JOE
This is ny daughter, Roy.

~ (listens)
Voice-mail's full.

(texts her) _
Her phone bill every nonth, it's
cat ast rophi c.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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JCE (cont. _ _
She has nore friends than Bill Cinton --
(1 ooks at screen)
Her text nessages are full?

JOE speed dials again, waits inpatiently, then --

JOE (cont.)
Rocco?

| NTERCUT W TH:
EXT. WEST THI RTEENTH STREET - DAY
ROCCO CAPANELLI, eighteen, wal ks al ong, on cell

ROCCO _
Yo, Dad, | called your office when
heard about the Mayor's accident.
You okay?

JOE
Uh, sure. This whole thing is o
tenmporary. Hey, have you tal ked
your sister?

_ ROCCO _
Not since yesterday, the bitch

JCE
If you do talk to her... tell her --
(eyes ROY) .
| ' m gonna have soneone pick her up
at school, okay?

nly
to

ROCCO _ _
Dad, | know that tone in your voice,
sonet hi ng hunongous i s w ong.

(excrted) _
Soneone trying to assassi nate you?
- JCE

No, no, life's peachy. You're not
going to md-town, are you?

ROCCO
| wasn't planning to...

JOE

Good. Don't. Love you. Bye.
They hang up.

JOE (cont.)
ﬁoy, send one of your guys to get
er

( CONTI NUED)
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JOE reaches for his wallet, pulls out several itens, including
a Tom Seaver basebal |l card.

JOE (cont.)
Tom Seaver basebal |l card, autographed
by the man hinself.
(finds a photo%
Here's a picture of ny daughter.

He hol ds out a photo of Anabella, but she's ten years old.

_ JCE (cont.) _
She's sixteen now. She looks a little
nmore, y' know, sixteen..

ROY
(takes phot o)
Wher e does she go to school ?

JCE
Perform ng Arts on Ansterdam
(1 ooks at matché
Cl asses are over. ut she's usually
i n rehearsal

ROY
Ckay, I... | just have to get the
Deputy Mayor to sign off on this.
(off JCE

There's a policy --
JOE curses under his breath, heads out. As ROY foll ows,
CUT TGO
I NT. MAIN ROOM CTC - DAY 35
ASS| STANT nonitors surveillance canmera. On screen: an ARAB
MALE wal ks to front of building, lights a cigarette.
ASSI STANT taps BOB [OPS], who studies screen.

BOB [ OPS]
That's not him

On ASSI| STANT, nervous,
CUT TO
| NT. DEPUTY MAYOR S OFFI CE/ CI TY HALL - DAY 36

FRANCI NE sits with DePuty Mayor for Legal Affairs, SHARON
FABERT, sixty, who holds a copy of the city charter.

FRANCI NE

Sharon, cut to the chase. How do we
get rid of Capanelli?

( CONTI NUED)
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SHARON
(reads) )
"...If the vacancy occurs prior to
Septenber twentieth in any year, it
is filled at the general election of

that year. |f the vacancy occurs on
or after Septenber twentieth in any
year, it is filled at the general
el ection held the foll ow ng cal ender
year..."
(1 ooks up
Today is Cctober fourteenth.

~ FRANCI NE
So, depending how long it takes for
the Mayor to inprove, we could be
stuck with Capanelli for a year and
change.
?off SHARON s nod)
Any | oophol es?

SHARON
Well, if he resigns, the Conptroller
becones Mayor. ut other than that,

we are, as the British say, fogged.

JCE enters. ROY i s behind him

JOE
['"'mtold _éHA
sees RON)
Hi , gharon.
SHARON
Joe.
JOE

(to FRANCINEL
I'mtold that | hafta get you to
okay ne sendlnﬁ a cop to pick up ny
daughter at school

FRANCI NE
You know the rules: Gty enpl oyees
are not permtted to use city vehicles
for personal reasons.

JOE
Anabell a takes the train hone from
G and Central .

FRANCI NE
| see...

JCE
Do you?

( CONTI NUED)
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~ FRANCI NE
For your information, Joe, as we
speak, my husband's on the Metro-
Nort h con1n% back from a busi ness
nmeeting in Stanford. He just called,
wants us to have di nner at M chael
Jordan's -- when he gets off the
train -- at Grand Central.

JOE
You told himabout the threat --

FRANCI NE
No... How could I? Because of
position, because | know about the
danger, | should warn my husband?

And, afterwards, what do | say to

the wi ves and husbands, the parents
and children of all the nen and wonen
who are killed? "M husband's life
was worth nore"?

She stares at picture of Wllem then says to ROY:

) FRANCI NE (cont.)
Track his daughter down.

ROY exits. As JOE stares at FRANCI NE for a beat, then goes,
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
FADE | N:
EXT. WALL STREET - DAY 37

As a | one PENGU N waddl es between two STOCKBRCOKERS, who are
too busy arguing over a cab to take notice,

CUT TO
I NT. THE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR/ CI TY HALL - DAY 38
As JOE paces, ROY talks on cell. On TV screen: REPORTER #3.

~ REPORTER #3
The SPCA is concerned that the
pengui n, whose nane is Pepe, cannot
survive an urban jungle filled with
rats, stray dogs and taxis --

JOE
The nmedi a' s obsessing about this
stupid PengU|n. | f they only knew
t he real danger.
(turns off TV)
No word on ny daughter, huh?

ROY
She | eft school right after class.
A friend said she was neeting soneone.
(1 ooks at notes)
"Brad Phillips"?

JOE
Brad Phillips? Wo the hell is..
| s she, uh, dating this guy?
ROY shrugs.

_ JOE (cont.)
Ates will know

He exits into:
I NT. BULLPEN CI TY HALL - DAY 39
MARCI E sits at desk outside Mayor's office, as JOE enters.
_ JOE (cont.)
Yo, Marcie, where's Ates? | sent
for himeons ago.
MARCI E

Y want the official version or the
truth?

( CONTI NUED)
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JOE
Uh, the truth?

_ MARCI E
Francine |left orders that he wasn't
to be allowed on this floor.

JCE
Oh, she did, huh? Because of the
terrorist threat? Because he's
Musl i n?

MARCIE
No. Because of BO|ItICS, bobbl ehead.
She's conpelled by | aw to have you
here. But she doesn't want your
staff getting too confy or hearing
t hi ngs she doesn't want themto hear.

J
" Bobbl ehead" ?

MARCI E
| could call you worse.

JOE
(pause) .
Look... About that night...

~MARCI E _
It's been six nonths, any regret is
past the expiration date.

JOE

Still, I want you to know how much | --
MARCI E

| f you say another word, |I'll punch

you in the head.
FRANCI NE wal ks by, surrounded by Al DES.

JOE
Francine, I'mstill waiting for that
file fromCTC.

FRANCI NE

It's comng. By the way, how woul d
you |ike to throw the first pitch at
t he Yankees/ Mets gane tonorrow ni ght?

JCE
I"d love to. |'ma huge Mets fan.

FRANCI NE
| know.

( CONTI NUED)
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She starts to go.

FRANCI NE,
cont 1 nues

JOE _
When can | expect the CTC file?

FRANCI NE
Soon. Geesh. Wy're you so hopped-
up to get it?

JCE
I n my nei ghborhood, when soneone
wants to whack ga, there's a reason
To you and me, blow ng up Gand
Central is crazy. But not to al-
Shazzar and his pals. 1'mone of
t hose people who |ikes to know how
my enemes think --

fully aware that he neans her, glares at
on her way.

MARCI E
Subtl e, but effective.

JOE
What's the [atest on the Mayor's
condi tion?

MARCI E
They say that he's stable, whatever
that neans to a guy in a cona.

JCE
You tal ked to his doctors?

MARCI E
No, only Francine has. On her orders.

JOE
Huh... Wen | was on the phone with
ny son, he asked what was wrong, |
I1ed and sai d not hing.

MARCI E
That's what parents do to protect
their kids.

JCE
Yeah, maybe not just parents... As
Act1 ng yor, Franci ne Tyson wor ks
for nme, right?

_ MARCI E _
prothetlcally. But Holt appointed
her, so you'll have to use a tire
iron to pry her | oose.

( CONTI NUED)
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No, | éCE irt h ?
, nmean, does air tru ers”
Y know in terns oPymﬂo can bgpon
whi ch floor?
MARCI E
Sure. Short of leaping tall
bui | di ngs, Kou now possess all the
powers of the Mayor of New York.
JCE sl aps the door frane.
JOE
Get Ates up here. And get ne what's-
hi s- nane, nlon at Counter Terrorism
As MARCI E | ooks at JOE, pleased that he's taking control,
CUT TO
| NT. MAIN ROOM CTC - DAY
BOB [OPS] nonitors surveillance, ASSI STANT approaches.
ASSI STANT
Capanelli's on |line seven.
As BOB [OPS] lifts receiver,
CUT TO

| NT. BULLPEN CI TY HALL - DAY
FRANCI NE wal ks annE,bmﬁth Al DES, as JASPER DI CKERSQN,
a

fifties, Ofice of or Re
He is a small man, perpetual

FRANC

ations, cones out of elevator.
l'y nervous.

NE

Jasper, tell nme that you and the
Pat rol man' s Benevol ent Associ ation
have reached a fair and equitable
| abor contract, that peace and joy
rei gns between the city governnent
and New York's finest.

JASPER

On the contrary.

Those turdballs

rejected our |atest offer.
As they turn a corner, FRANCI NE sees ATES, talking to MARCI E

then entering the Mayor's O

fice.

_ JASPER (cont.)
The uni on thi nks because of what's

happened to Holt,
cave.

we're going to

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANCI NE _

W're not going to cave. Bring

McKenzi e back to the table and keep

negotiating until you either have a

contract or you die of old age.
As she heads towards Mayor's Ofi ce,

CUT TGO

I NT. THE OFFI CE OF THE MAYOR/ CI TY HALL - DAY
ROY stands by door, talking on cell. JOE, on landline, sits

behi nd desk.

JCE
Thanks, Bob. 1'Il be there shortly --
(hangs up, to ATES)
Call the hospital, get ne a conplete
report of the Mayor's condition,

every cut and scratch. | got a
feellnﬁ Franci ne's not being straight
with the public -- or us..

FRANCI NE enters w t hout knocki ng.

JOE (pont.?
De UtY Mayor. Evi dent ¥’ the CTC
file 1'"ve been Mﬁltln? or has been
?!ftlng on_your desk for an hour.

| prck it up on ny way out.

FRANCI NE
Qut? \Where are you --

JOE
"' m happy to report Ates now has
cl ear ance.
(rises)
W' re heading over to the CTC

FRANCI NE
To serve what purpose?

JCE
Terrorismis a high priorité for the
Mayor of New York, right? ob
Hanl on' s gonna wal k nme through the
whol e operati on.

_ FRANCI NE
Fine. Just don't get in the way.

He takes the slap without comment, exits, followed by ATES

and ROY.

She goes to phone, dials.

( CONTI NUED)
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_ FRANCI NE (cont.)
Phil? | want evekgthlng you have on
Joe Capanel li... et in the
carport... Yes, now.
She hangs Uﬁ. As FRANCI NE stares at the desk, then runs her
hand over the surface,
CUT TGO
I NT. LI MOUSINE - DAY 43
ROY drives, as ATES and JCE sit in back, reading CTC file.
_ - JOE
Azi z al - Fai sal ﬁot engaged | ast
Saturday. So, he's gonna detonate
hi msel f to avoi d the weddi ng?
On JCE, confused,
CUT TGO
EXT. WATER STREET - DAY 44

PEPE THE PENGUI N stands on corner, as another Lino drives
through traffic, led by Police Car.

I NT. LI MOUSINE - DAY 45

FRANCI NE sits with PHIL HARRI'S, twenties, African-Anerican,
Republican party operative. She's reading a file.

o FRANCI NE
This is the entire dossier on
Capanel | i ?
_ PHI L _
Well, if you'll renmenber, the Public

Advocate race was not a high Prlorlty
for the party. W thought Jo IeY
woul d ki ck Capanelli's can. Jolley
had everything, verve, hunor, he was
a hi gh school basketbal| coach
rippling wwth famly val ues --

_ FRANCI NE _ _
Until he started showering with his
pl ayers.
FRANCI NE' s cel |l RINGS

FRANCI NE (cont .
Tyson... I'mpulling up right now

The Lino stops. As FRANCI NE scranbl es out, she says to PHIL:

( CONTI NUED)
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_ FRANCI NE cont.? _
Find ne sonet hing on panel | i .
Sonme dirt, some nud.
She heads into:

I NT. MAIN ROOM CTC - DAY

34.

CU on surveill ance screen: an ARAB MAN, carEEin%T%roceries

enters the building. PULL BACK TO REVEAL J
BOB [ OPS]
Positive |.D. That's al -Shazzar --
JOE

(studying the screen) _
Lenme ask ya: if he's about to die
for Allah, why is he carrying a week's
worth of groceries?

_ ~ TEX [ DHS] _
For his kid, maybe? " Who knows with
t hese people...
(eyef ucks ATES)
| say we depl oy now.

~ FRANCINE (o.c.) _
Not yet, give al-Shazzar a few m nutes
to get settled.

They turn to see FRANCINE enter. They all [ook at JOE, who
t he MEN

hesitates, then nods. Li ke a break on a pool table,

S, et al.

shoot off in different directions. FRANCI NE faux sm | es at

ATES, crosses away. ROY approaches.

ROY
Still no sign of your daughter, sir.
But we do know that Brad Phillips is

a student at Performng Arts, he
pl ays the cello.

JCE _
My daughter's dating a cellist?
o ATES
This is news to ne.
ROY

We've tried his honme and bl ackberry.
So far, no |uck.

JOE
We're runni ng out of breathing space.
(exhales? _
Ckay, |'m gonna have to do sonething

| really don't want to --

( CONTI NUED)
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He di al s phone.

| NTERCUT W TH:

| NT. LIVING ROOM DOLORES' HOVE - DAY

DOLORES CAPANELLI, thirties, is Kour aver age Anerican
housewi fe. Wth a vengeance. e lifts receiver.

DOLORES

Hel | 0?
JOE

Do you know where Anabella is?
DOLORES

Who's this?

JOE
"Who's this?" You know who this is.

DOLORES
It's only polite when calling sonmeone
to identify yourself first.
JOE
Dol ores, | don't have tine for --
_ DOLORES
It's sinply good manners.
Answer guestlon -- do you know
wher e our daughter is?
DOLORES
She's due hone in the next hour --
JOE
| need to talk to her now --
DOLORES
Try her cell --
JOE
| tried her cell. Five tines. Wo's
Brad Phillips?
DOLORES

| dunno, who is he?

JOE
Never m nd. |f Anabella calls, tel
her not to take the train honme --
DOLORES
Why ?

( CONTI NUED)
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JOE
| can't tell you.
DOLORES

You can't tell nme. You never told
me. That was the problem

_ JCE
WIIl you do what | ask, please?

DOLORES
Yes.

JOE
Good- bye, Dol ores.

DOLORES

Joe, wait, one nore thing --

J
VWhat's that?

She SLAMS t he phone down, hanging up on him JOCE, pissed,
repl aces receiver on cradle.

~ JCE (cont.)
And to think | used to fondl e that
wonan.
BOB [ OPS]

(approaches) _
We're ready, sir, on your signal

JCOE breat hes, nods. BOB talks into m c.

B [ OPS :
. B [ ] (cont.)

On screens; | NTERCUT W TH:
EXT. AVENUE B - DAY

a7

48

Two hundred SPECI AL OPS appear out of nowhere, ten are wearing

protective chem cal suits, the rest are in conbat gear with
gas masks. They rush the apartnent buil ding.

- JOE (v.o0.)
"Twenty-ei ght m nutes ago..."

Hel i copters hover above, the THRUM of the rotary bl ades.
JOE (v.0.) (cont.)
"The FBI/NYPD Joint Terrorism Task
Force..."

Wearing caneras on their helnets, the OPS go into the | obby,
then up the stairs.

( CONTI NUED)
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_ JOE (v.0.) (cont.)
“In conjunction with the Departnent
of Honel and Security... um.."

They reach front door of apartnment and SMASH it in.

JOE (v.0.) (cont.)
"Successful ly stooped, | nean, stopped
a major terrorist threat..."

GUNFI RE.
SVASH CUT TGO
I NT. BRI EFING ROOM CI TY HALL - DAY 49

The PRESS |istens, as JOE stands at a podi um readin%Sspeech.
FRANCI NE, DAVIS, BOB [OPS], SYDNEY [NYPD] and the FEDS are
behind him ATES hangs to the side.

JOE _

"...On Gand Central Stazion.
Station..."

(1 ooks up, then back

down)
"...Three nmenbers of the cell were,
captured. |Its |eader, Abdul al-
Shazzar, was killed in a gunboat,
gun battle, lasting three mnutes..."

(1 ooks up, then back

down) :
Oh, wait, | skipped the part where
the | ocation of the, um cell was.
Seven-two-three Avenue B

(1 ooks up, then back

down)
So, where was |7?

(reads) _

. "...lasting three mnutes. The
JTTF had the cell under investigation
for two weeks, but the decision to
nove was predee -- predicated by a
sudden ax -- acceleration by the
terrorists to strike at rush hour
today. The city, in collaboration
wi th federal agencies, is doing al
we can to protect our citlzens.
Thank you. Ask for questions.”

(realizes) _
Ch. Um any questions?

REPORTERS yel |, raise hands. JOE points to REPORTER #1.
_ REPORTER #1
Sir, as Public Advocate, had you

been kept abreast of these
I nvestigations?

( CONTI NUED)
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JOE
Well, to be honest, no. Like with
allota things, |I've been kept outta
t he | oop.
FRANCI NE frowns.
REPORTER #1

But you're "in the | oop" now?

JOE
Oh, yeah. God hel p us.
REPORTERS yel|l. JOE points to REPORTER #2.
REPORTER #2

Do we know if there are any nore
menbers of this particular cell?

JOE
Uh, we do. There aren't. Un. W
don't think.
REPORTER #2
You' re not sure?
JOE
Sure we're sure. Well, as sure as

you can be given the fact that we
can't be sure of anything these days.

FRANCI NE steps next to him

FRANCI NE
To the best of our know edge, the
four people identified are the only
menbers of this particular cell.

REPORTER #1
Are there other cells?
JOE
You' d --
FRANCI NE

Not that we know of, but we are being
diligent in our attenpts to nonitor
all such activity.

More questions from REPORTERS. She signals DAVIS.

DAVI S
That's all we have tinme for. We'll
be issuing a report on Mayor Holt's
status in forty-five. Thank you.

FRANCI NE heads off, followed by JOE and the OTHERS
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| NT. HALLWAY/ CITY HALL - DAY
JCE steps out of Briefing Room exhales, as ATES neets him

_ ATES
Al in all, that went pretty well.

FRANCI NE hears this, turns, her frustration expl oding.

FRANCI NE
Are you nuts? He said he's been
kept “out of the | oop.

ATES
He has been.

FRANCI NE
Peopl e don't want to hear that.
They want to believe that the city
overnnent is one big harnonious
ayride. He was supposed to be
projecting the cool eye of calm not
the squint of indecision --

ATES
So, screw the truth?

FRANCI NE
If the "truth" is: "we can't be sure
of what we're sure of," yes.

JOE
That's not what | said --
FRANCI NE

You are totally useless. Wy don't
you just go to the Central Park Zoo
and pet a |l anma.

BOB [ OPS]
~ (approaches)
Listen --

JOE
(t o FRANCI NE) _
"Il admt it took nme a mnute or
two to get ny sea legs --

FRANCI NE _
Sea legs? You were sliding Iike you
were on the Titanic -

BOB [ OPS]
| have news.

FRANCI NE and JCE both stop, turn to him

( CONTI NUED)
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BOB [OPS] (cont.)
W searched the entire buil ding,
brick by brick, didn't find any bonbs.
Not even the whiff of one.

FRANCI NE
How s that possible? |If they were
m nutes away fromactivating -- Did
t hey have 'em hi dden sonewhere el se?
BOB [ OPS

W' || keep | ooking, but... We also
now bel i eve that the man who was
killed has no ties to al Qaeda.

JOE
What ?

BOB [CPSL
None of the nmen 1n the apartnment do.
They were there to play poker.

W nurdered an i nnocent man?

_ BOB [ OPS]
|'mafraid so, sir.

JOE | ooks at FRANCI NE, then at the fl oor. H s cell RI NGS

FRANCI NE
| want everyone in the Conference
Room i mredi ately.

FRANCI NE and BOB [OPS] rush off. JOE answers his phone.

JOE
Hel | 0?... Anabella, hi... Yeah, yeah,
My being Mayor is only tenporary...
| can't talk now dad you' re safe.
Love you.

He closes cell, then, in the heat of anger, heaves it agai nst

a wall.

o JOE (cont.)
This job sucks.

JOE wal ks off. On ATES, picking up the cell,
FADE QOUT.
END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM CI TY HALL - DAY 51

ATES, DAVI S, SHARON, BOB [OPS], SYDNEY [ NYPD] and MARCI E
wait, as FRANCI NE barrel s through the door.

FRANCI NE
Were are MIton, Garry and Tex?
_ MARCI E _
According to their offices -- on

pl anes to Washi ngt on.

SYDNEY [ NYPD]
Those assholes are going to try and
dunp the bl ane on us.

FRANCI NE
Were's Capanel |i?

ATES
| don't know

FRANCI NE
You don't know?

On ATES shruggi ng,

FLASH CUT TGO
EXT. PARK ROW - DAY 52

Wth Cty Hall in the b.g., JOE stands on curb, hailing a
taxi. As one pulls up,

CUT BACK TO
| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM CI TY HALL - DAY 53
. MARCIE .
Li eutenant Cordiero is searching the
bui | di ng.
FLASH CUT TO
| NT. TAXI CAB - DAY 54
CABBI E peers into rearview mrror at JOE.
~ CABBI E
Y look famliar... Wre you on "Deal,
No Deal "?

( CONTI NUED)
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JCE
Uh uh, | just have that kinda face.
CUT BACK TGO
| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM CI TY HALL - DAY
FRANCI NE
Well, we can't wait for Capanelli,

we have to figure out what we can do

to contain the politica

) SHARON
First, we announce that t
engagenent are under revi

~ BOB [ OPS]
No. | think we have to r
the idea that the intelli
had was significant.

ATES
Significant?

B.OB[OPS]. .
Ckay, "potentially" sign

damage.

he rul es of
ew.

ei nforce
gence we

ficant.

Qur infornmant told us that al-Shazzar,
after the fall of Iraqg, becane steeped

in Islam obsessive even.
interacting with young ﬁ'
| ocal nosque. He grew hi

_ _ ATES
Hi gh crines.
FRANCI NE
Ates, you're not hel ping.
ATES

'"d like to know who this

I
IS _
for |ying about dul al -

. Did he have personal
o . BOB [OPS] .
H's identity has to rema

ATES

VWhat a crock --

EXT. APARTMENT BUI LDl NG AVENUE B -

JOE gets out of cab, approaches the
crinme scene, ducks underneath. A

He was

eopl e at the

s beard.

"i nformant"
reasons
Shazzar ?
n secret.
FLASH CUT TGO
DAY
astic tape of a

ellow p
[

| ast t
gets 1n his face.

CcoP _
Hey, buddy, step back behind the

t ape, now.

( CONTI NUED)
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. JOE
(with authority)
" mthe Mayor.
COP reacts, "Holy Shit", recognizes JCE
JOE (cont.)

At | east for today.
As COP retreats,

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM CI TY HALL - DAY

SYDNEY [ NYPD] _
The problemis the slimcomunity

W ll turn al-Shazzar into a saint.
_ ATES _

We Muslins don't have saints.

FRANCI NE
At es.

SYDNEY [ NYPD
You know what | mean, "He's a
respected nmenber of the community, a
good husband, father" -- Al the

usual snot. W have to counter that.

(takes out file)
| have an arrest warrant for al-
Shazzar from ni neteen ninety eight,
por nogr aphy.

) ATES )
Way not just drag his naked body
through the streets, his ankles tied
to the bunper of a truck

FRANCI NE
Ates, shut up.

ATES gl ares at FRANCI NE, then wal ks out.

~DAVI S
If we're going to nmake the next news
cycle, we have about fifteen m nutes
to get a statenment prepared.

FRANCI NE
Press conference, top of the hour.
Al of you, be there.

As they disperse,

43.
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I NT. AL-SHAZZAR S APARTMENT - DAY 58

JOE wal ks through the studio apartnent, surrounded by the
aftermath of chaos and death: chairs are toppled, a door is
bust ed, broken glass. JOE stops to exam ne several bullet

holes in the wall, fingering one hole as he flinches. He
continues on, steps on sonethlnP -- a boy's baseball mtt.
As he picks the mtt up, the full horror of what occurred in

front of the boy overwnelns him

VO CE (o0.c.)
Everyone's | ooking for you.

JCE turns to see MARCIE, standing in the doorway.

_ JOE
How did you know |'d be here? |

mean, | guess that sez a | ot about
our relationship --
MARCI E

Actually, this was ny third choice..
Roy's outside. You ready to go back?

JOE puts the baseball mtt on a table. H's face reflects a
new resolve, a new fire.

JOE
Yeah.

As JOE exits, followed by MARCIE,
CUT TO
EXT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG AVENUE B - DAY 59

As JOE and MARCI E energe, they are engul fed by the MEDI A
JOE pushes through the crowd, w thout speakln%iEheadlng to

ROY, who hol ds car door open. On himand MAR getting
into car,
TIME CUT TO

| NT. BULLPEN CI TY HALL - DAY 60
JCE wal ks wi th FRANCI NE

JCE

An innocent man is dead. Wy?
FRANCI NE

Bad intelligence.

JCE
Oh, well, that should confort his
si x year ol d.

( CONTI NUED)
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JCE t akes

45.
FRANCI NE
We did the best we could wth so
little time --
JCE
Bull. W have to do better. W

have to nmake sure a m stake |ike
t hi s never happens again.

_ FRANCI NE

It wll happen again. Get used to

life post-nine/eleven. |f we had

failed to take action and bonbs had

?one_off at Grand Central, you'd be
eeling plenty worse -- Believe ne,

| buried a lot of firefighters in

t

wo t housand one.
a beat, then turns to MARCIE, who's at her desk.
JOE

Do you have a list of the |eaders of
the Muslimand Arab comunities?

MARCI E

Sure.
FRANCI NE

(to JOE) _

What do you want the list for?
JOE

" mgonna call 'em each one --
FRANCI NE

We do that after the press conference.
JOE

' mgonna invite them down, talk
this through --

FRANCI NE _
O course, but we need to co-ordinate
your response with the --

JCE
How do | know what response is
before I hear what they have to say?
FRANCI NE

We know exactly what they're going
to say. Just %ecause you' ve never

heard it, doesn't make it new.
JOE

Okay. But | don't need your teamto
give nme tal ki ng points.

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANCI NE _ _
No, you'll spew out the first thing
t hat cones into your head.

JCOE
Uh uh. Wsat |'mgonna do is _
apol ogi ze, make it clear to the Mislim
community that we aren't targeting
them that our nethods were too

extreme --

FRANCI NE
Ceez, that'll play great over Al-
Jazeer ah.

JOE

So, your genius idea is, to what?
| gnore community concerns --

FRANCI NE )
Do you ever listen to any other voice
t han your own? W have to bal ance

security and safety -- the security
of the city and the safety of the
i ndi vi dual .

JCE
Bal ance. nght. Wi ch is why,
because of Abdul al-Shazzar's death,
we shoul d think, for maybe a second,
about what we can do differently.

FRANCI NE
Look, John Q may feel badly that the
wong man is dead. But he doesn't
want us, as a result of this m shap,
to stop protecting his wife and

chi | dren.
JOE

"M shap"?
(to MARCI E)

Pl ace the first call
FRANCI NE gl ares at him as MARCI E answers ringing phone.

~MARCI E
Mayor's O fice..

Al DE appr oaches FRANCI NE
Al DE
Rebbe Engl estein's on the horn.
Again. Wants the whole story on the
shoot i ng.

FRANCI NE exhal es, goes. MARCIE faces JOE

( CONTI NUED)
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MARCI E
| have the White House on four.

JCE al so exhal es, goes into:
I NT. THE OFFI CE OF THE MAYOR/ CI TY HALL - DAY
JCE pi cks up phone, as ATES stares out w ndow.

JOE
Hullo... Sure, I'Il hold... Mster
President... Yes, a terrible
tragedy... Well, sir, | appreciate
you saylng that, but at a tine |ike
elng rlght doesn't nean

nuch No, sir... Uh huh, | wll.
No, thank you for cal l i ng.

(hangs up)
| have an open invitation to sleep
in the Lincoln bedroom

(rises)
He wanted to know if | was gonna
announce to the press t hat was
agai nst the assault.

ATES
Maybe you should. That'd be the
smart nove.

JOE

|'ve never been known for ny smarts...

(eyes the liquor)
What ki nda craz practical joke is
deNglayln?? king a jannke like
yor of New Yor

JOE senses ATES npod.

JOE (cont.)
You okay?

ATES _
| don't know. FbMIMDU|d you feel if
t hey shot a guy nEIy because he
was Cathollc You know what it's
been like for ne, ny famly since
Sept enber el eventh, the stares,
suspi ci ons, insults, threats --
(of f JOE's nod)

QFGMIUQ wat ching "M am Vice" and

"Fam ly Tie sane as everybody el se.
In Brooklyn not Baghdad.

On JCE, exhaling,

47.
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| NT. DEPUTY MAYOR S OFFICE/CITY HALL - N GHT
FRANCI NE, on phone. TV is on, SOUND MJTED

FRANCI NE _
Rebbe, we have no intelligence
connecting Ham d Durrani with the
G and Central plot... No... No,
don't think that's a good idea..
O her facts have energed since the
press conference... | can't discuss
themat this noment, but I'll give
you a full brleflnE in..

(1 ooks at cl ock)

About forty mnutes... Yes, shalom

She hangs up. PHIL enters.

PHI L
You wanted nud, |'ve got the
begi nni ngs of an aval anche.
(offers file)

A DU, when Capanelli was si xteen.
He hit an ol d | ady.
FRANCI NE

opens file
Di d ghg di e? )

_ PHI L
No, dammit.

o FRANCI NE _ _
This is a good start, Phil, but it's
not enouEh to bury him Keep digging.
(1 ooks at cl ock)
| have to get to the press conference.

PHI L
Uh oh.
He points. ON TV: Penguins. FRANCI NE unnutes sound.
REPORTER #3

...As the hunt for Pepe the Penguin
goes on, school children are
organi zi ng search parties..

o FRANCI NE _
How is it possible we can't find a
RgnEU|n wandering the streets of
nhat t an?

PHI L

VWll, there are eight mllion people
out there --

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANCI NE
But only one penquin.

As she ri ses,

CUT TO
EXT. ALLEY - N GHT 63
As PEPE THE PENGUI N hangs with a couple of HOVELESS MEN

CUT TO
| NT. BRI EFING ROOM CI TY HALL - NI GHT 64

JCE stands readi ng speech before the MEDI A; FRANCI NE, SHARON
BOB [ OPS], SYDNEY [ NYPD] and DAVI S behi nd him

JCE

“...lIn response to the intelligence
whi ch had been gathered, we, we, um
had no choice but to take action.
To do ot herw se woul d have been
failing in our doody... Duty to the
peopl e of New York."

glooks up)
The fol ks behind ne and the fol ks
who work with themtake their jobs
very serlouslg. In this instance,
they did the best they could -- and
screwed up. The President, um..
No. | blewit. | nade the fina
deciston. And a man is dead. |
apol ogi ze to his famly, to his
community, to every New Yorker. ..

He's about to say nore, then --
JCE (cont.?
Deputy Mayor Tyson will handl e any
guestions --

JOE wal ks of f the stage. As FRANCINE steps to the podi um
and REPORTERS vyel |,

CUT TO
I NT. THE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR/ CI TY HALL - NI GHT 65
JOE stands, glass of bourbon in hand, staring at a portrait
of Mayor Col den, as ATES works.

JCE
Wio the hell is Cadwal |l ader D. Col den,
anyway? | nmean, what did he do as
Mayor that he rates a spot in here?

( CONTI NUED)



65

MO NY

50.

22 Decenber 2006

CONTI NUED:

ATES
| think he inaugurated voter fraud.

MARCI E ent ers.

She picks

She hangs

MARCI E
| have confirmations on all of the
Arab and Muslim | eaders you invited,
except Hamd Durrani. They'll be
here tonmorrow at nine am.. And the
Wi te House is on six.

JOE
Tell "em|'mtaking a crap.

up phone on Mayor's desk, says:
MARCI E

Sp{{y, he's indisposed... Yes,

will:

up as JOE sips bourbon.

JOE
| think I'm gonna stop drinking.
MARCI E
Yeah?
JOE
Yeah. | don't |ike getting up in
the norning with that thing in ny
head.
ATES

It's called a hangover.

JOE stares at ATES for a beat.

ATES says

JOE
You make nme sound |li ke a drunk.

nothing, this is a discussion they' ve had before.

JOE (cont.)
"' mnot a drunk.
_ ATES
| didn't say you were
JOE
You inplied it by not sayinP_anything.
Lemme te ya: after a day like today,

with all the grief and gradue and
Franci ne Tyson's attitude, a true
al kie woul d' ve had gin pouring out
of his earl obes.

( CONTI NUED)
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ATES
You shoul d go hone.
_ JOE
' mgoing but not hone. | wanna see
nmy ki ds.
As JCE exits,
CUT TO
I NT. GRAND CENTRAL STATION - NI GHT 66

M chael Jordan's restaurant. FRANCINE and WLLEM TYSON ar e
devouring a juicy porterhouse for two. WLLEM thirties,

coul d' ve been a Calvin Klein nodel. Instead, he's a tycoon.
_ W LLEM _ _
So, this fellow Capanelli, he's going
to be a pain in your keister?
FRANCI NE
Yeah. At the press conference, he
took full responsibility. | knew he

would. He's the type who | eads with
his gut, not his brain.

W LLEM _
fﬂdtcbd knows the Virgo in you hates
at .

She | ooks at himfor a beat, then --

FRANCI NE
That's true, isn't it, Wllen? |
spend so nmuch tine anticipating the
next nove, assessing the outcone...
Wllem have I... AmI..

W LLEM _ _
You are perfect, ny darling, in every
way.

FRANCI NE
(takes his hand?_
| love you for the liar you are.

They ki ss.

FRANCI NE (cont.)
Let's have a baby.

W LLEM
After you run for Mayor.

( CONTI NUED)
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He smles. She smles. They are the ideal match. As her
cell phone rings, and she answers it,

CUT TO
I NT. LI'VING ROOM DOLORES' HOME - NI GHT 67

ROCCO wat ches TV: the Mets battle the Yankees. ANABELLA,
si xteen, leans in fromkitchen

ANABELLA )
You' re supposed to be hel ping ne
with the dishes, y' know

ROCCO
Suck off.

DOORBELL RI NGS.

ROCCO (cont.)
Mom soneone's at the door.

DOLORES enters.

DOLORES
| didn't know about the horse accident --

ROCCO
VWhat horse acci dent?

DOLORES
(goes to door)
Where you got paral yzed.

She opens door to reveal JCE.

DOLORES (cont.)
You son-of -a-bitch

JCE
Lovely, as always, Dol ores.

He enters, passing her. ROCCO stands. They hug.

DOLORES _
You knew that sone crazed terrorist
mas_gonna bl ow up Gand Central and
y'didn't tell ne.

JOE
It was a secret. And we all know
how good you are at keeping secrets.
calls:)
Anabel | a?
(to. ROCCO)
VWho' s wi nni ng?

( CONTI NUED)
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ROCCO
The Mets, three zip.

JOE
Sweet. They asked nme to throw out
the first pitch at tonorrow s gane.

ROCCO
Cool. Do we get free seats?

ANABELLA cones in fromkitchen. He hugs her.

JOE
VWho's this cellist?

ANABEL LA
Daaad.

JCE
| f you're gonna date a nusician, at
least let 1t be a horn player.
(to DOLORES)
Can | stay and watch the gane?

DOLORES
As ny ex, no. As ny nmayor, Yyes.
"1l make popcorn.

DOLORES exits into Kitchen.

_ ANABELLA
Dad, did they find Pepe yet?
JOE
Pepe? OCh. Unh, no.
ANABELLA _
He's so cute. You gotta save him
JOE
(to ROCCO
| blame this all on that cartoon.

(of f ROCCO) _
You know, whatchacallit, "Happy Feet".

ROCCO | aughs. ANABELLA tsks. KNOCK on front door.
ROCCO

Mom soneone's at the --
St op. JOE
He goes to door -- it's ROY.
ROY

Sorry to disturb you, sir.

( CONTI NUED)
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He hands JCE cell phone.

JCE _
Hul | 0?... Yes... Ckay, be right
there... Marcie, let's nove
tonorrow s neeting to now. .. Yeah,
start calling. Especially Hamd
Durrani. Tell Ates I'll pick himup

on the way.
He hands cell back to ROY, faces his KlDS:

JOE (cont.)
| gotta go --
VWhi nes from ROCCO and ANABELLA.
JOE (cont.)

| Iove you both. Tell your Mom 1| --
Never m nd.

He exits. On TV screen: BREAKI NG NEWS.

_ CHUCK SCARBOROUGH
We interrupt this program for a
breaki ng news story.

Picture swtches to protests outside City Hall.

CHUCK SCARBOROUGH (cont.)
Hundreds of denonstrators have
descended on City Hall in response
to the death of Abdul al-Shazzar,
who was killed earlier today in a
botched raid. Police are struggling
to hold the protesters back as they
march on the Mayor's O fice...

On ROCCO exhal i ng,

END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE
FADE | N:
EXT. CTY HALL - N GHT 68

Two hundred Arab and Muslim PROTESTERS yell, as POLI CE stand
bet ween them and the building. Lin slows down.

INT. LIMOUSINE - NI GHT 69
ROY drives, as ATES sits with JOE. Angry FACES in w ndow.
' 'JCE .
Pﬁpohgﬂo{ayé. We are going to get

ATES _
What do you nean "we," white man?

As JCE | aughs and ATES sm | es,

CUT TGO
| NT. DEPUTY MAYOR S OFFICE/CITY HALL - N GHT 70
FRANCI NE sits with SYDNEY [ NYPD] .

_ FRANCI NE
Is the Riot Squad ready?

SYDNEY [ NYPD] _
Yep. Al we need is Capanelli's
okay.

THERESA
(enters)

Rebbe Engl estein, on seven-three.
He wants a neeting. Tonight.

As FRANCI NE sighs and lifts receiver,
CUT TO
I NT. THE OFFI CE OF THE MAYOR/ CI TY HALL - NI GHT 71
JOE enters, followed by ATES and MARCI E
MARCI E _
Al'l of the Arab and Muslim | eaders
you asked to Bﬁrtlc!pate have arrived,
except Ham d rrani.
JOE

Hell. Mre than anyone, we need his
co- operati on.

( CONTI NUED)
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~ ATES
The quagmre is: he'll |ose face

with his people just for beinﬁ in
the same roomw th you. The hard-
l'iners say there's been too nuch
talking -- it's tinme for action.

JOE
That's why we gotta do something on
our end right away.

_ _ FRANCI NE (o0.c.)
First things first.

She stands in doorway with SYDNEY [ NYPD]. MARCIE goes.

FRANCI NE (cont.)
W need your go-ahead to nove the
Ri ot Squad in place downstairs.

JOE
Uh, that'd be a "no" --

SYDNEY [ NYPD]
It's standard procedure --

JCE
For a riot. Wat | saw out there
was no riot, it was a peaceful --
angry -- denonstration. No violence,
no | aws bei ng broken.

SYDNEY [ NYPD]

If we don't nip this, tonight, the
di sturbances w | spread.

o JOE
Yeah and if the R ot Squad starts
pracklng heads, we'll be knee-deep
in blood by breakfast. The folks
out there are not crimnals. They
have a legitimte grievance. And a
right to assenbl e.

FRANCI NE _
So does the Jew sh cpnnun!tx. " m
about to have a neeting wt pal

Rebbe Englestein. And I'mwlling
to bet every Republican vote in Staten
| sland that he's organizing a counter-
denonstration for tonorrow, in support
of the Joint Terrorist Task Force.

JOE

Oh man, that's exactly what we don't
need, gasoline on an open fire --

( CONTI NUED)
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So, what d
hi m he can

No. I'll

And say wh
what're yo

S57.

FRANCI NE
0 Xou suggest | do? Tel
"t

JOE
talk to him
FRANCI NE

at? For that matter,
u going to say to the Arabs

and Muslinms? Regale themw th your

advent ur es
by-four as
bet ween | s
f ol ksy wor
old, a six

"1 tel

won't give
crap you s
not carefu
right here

You can't
you do, it
me the sca
one wr ong
It is ba

Kendal | Ho
You know t

She does, but keeps
You shoul d
becone My
And let yo

FRANCI NE RLCkS up pa
y

fromthe or's des

New York i
gl ass, bea
the Mayor
f oot bal I,

field... And then catch

(pl ace

al
[ donpt ?L

as a contractor? The two-
a netaphor of the conflict
rael and Pal estine? A few
ds to settle a SIXtK year

t housand year old hatred?

JOE
you what | won't do -- |
t hem t he sanme condescendi ng
hovel at ne. If you're
[, lady, I will fire you,
, right now.

- FRANCI NE _
fire me, because, one, if

"Il look |ike you're making
pegoat for everything that's
. And two, when Kendal
ck, he wll fry your ass --

JCE .
It is not conm ng back
hat as well as do.

her gane face --

FRANCI NE _ _
resign. Manny Stein wll
or --

JOE _
urun my city? No chance.

Eermeight, enbedded with the city seal

FRANCI NE
s like this p
utiful, fragi
has to throw

i ce of Steuben
i
all the way ac

e
e. Sonetines,
t like a

ross the

It

sit in JOE s

i nk you've got the hands.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOE heads to door.
FRANCI NE (cont.) )

A word of caution: when Durrani thinks

he's w nning, he gets a big, fat,

self-satisfied smle on his face.
JOE and ATES exit into:
| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM CI TY HALL - NI GHT 72

Ei ght MJUSLI M and ARAB LEADERS sit around the table, as JOE
and ATES enter.

JCE

Ckay, let's get started.
MUSLI M

But Ham d Durrani isn't here yet.
JOE

| don't think we should wait --
ATES |l eans into JCE s ear.

ATES
Thex're not going to make a nove
wi t hout him
JCE
Ckay.
(then --)
Let's go.
MJUSLI M
Go? Go where?
JCE

| f he's not comng to us, we're going
to him This way, guys.

As JOE ushers the others out,

CUT TGO
EXT. CITY HALL - N GHT 73
PROTESTERS SCREAM at POLICE. JOE, ATES and the OTHERS clinb
into linos, cars and vans. As a POLI CE ESCORT | eads the way
t hrough the streets of Manhattan,

CUT TO
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| NT. DEPUTY MAYOR S OFFICE/CITY HALL - N GHT 74
FRANCI NE types on conputer, as DAVI S knocks on open door.
DAVI S

| just got off the phone wth the
Tines, they're doing an Op-Ed piece
in the a.m |anbasting Capanelli for
al - Shazzar's death

FRANCI NE
(no enotion)

Huh.
DAVI S

| thought you'd be thrilled.
FRANCI NE

| am
DAVI S

Oh, and sone Korean couple found the
dam penguin. Alive and waddli ng.

DAVI S goes. FRANCI NE shuts down conputer, then stares at
photo of her and the Mayor on el ection night. THERESA enters.

~ THERESA
Engl estein is here.

~ FRANCI NE
How s ny |ipstick? Too nuch?

THERESA shakes her head, no.

FRANCI NE (cont.)
Send himin.

As FRANCI NE steels herself,
CUT TO
EXT. STERLI NG PLACE/ BROOKLYN - NI GHT 75
The caravan of police cars, nmotorcycles, |inps and vans pul
in front of a mddle-class house. JCE energes fromlino,
goes to door, RINGS BELL. As the OTHERS pile out of the
vehicles, HAM D DURRANI, fifties, fierce, opens the door
JOE :

M ster Durrani, Joe Capanelli, we

need to talk.
As HAM D wat ches the horde of people clinb up his steps,

TIME CUT TGO
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I NT. LIVING ROOM DURRANI HOVE - NI GHT

JOE and ATES sit with the ARABS and MJSLI M5, i ncl udi ng
DURRANI .

JCE
... These days, it fe
are madnen hiding in every corner,
every shadow. ichis y peopl e
i ke us -- reasonable nen and wonen --
need to cone together, need to find
a conmon ground --

HAM D _
Wrds, that's all I'mhearing. Enpty
words. The nurder of Abdul al-Shazzar
is an outrage. To bring peace, we
must go to our communities with
assurances, wth deeds.

JCE
Yes, of course. There'll be _
conpensation for al-Shazzar's famly.
An 1 ndependent inquiry with sone of

els like there

you on the panel. Recruitnment of
nmore Muslins and Arabs in the police
departnent. |'ve asked Ates to

Present t he details and get your
eedback. This is the start of a
di al ogue, not the end of one.

HAM D sits back, with a big, fat, self-satisfied smle
Francine was right. The hair on the back of JOE s neck rises.

_ JCE (cont.) _
Lenme just add one nore thing: |
wanna make this right, but | wll
not tolerate anyone -- and | nean

anyone -- using this tragedy for
their own advant age.

HAMD :
M ster Capanelli, Gty Hall is only
about taking the advantage.

ATES, seeing that JOE is about to lose it, stands.
ATES
Joe would also like to nmeet M ster
al - Shazzar's famly.
On HAM D, noddi ng,

TIME CUT TGO
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I NT. MASJI D AQSA MOSQUE - NI GHT 77

A roomin the community center. JCE stands in doorway with
AL- SHAZZAR' S W FE, hol di ng her hand and confortlgg her. She
nods, indicates her son, AMAL, six years old. J st eps
into the room approaches the boy.

_ JOE
Hi ya, ny nanme's Joe.

No response.

JOE (cont.)
" m sorry about your dad.

No response.

~JCE (cont.)
So, you like baseball, huh?
No response.
JOE (cont.)

Me too. The Mets. Gotta root for
t he underdogs, right?

JCE reaches into his wallet, pulls out baseball card.

JCE (cont.)
Do you know who this guy is? Tom
Seaver ?
AMAL shakes head no.
) JOE (cont.)
He's |i ke Roger enens, onIK he had
even better control. He's the only
pitcher to ever strike out ten guys
In a row
AMAL nods, begi nning to understand.
JOE (cont.)
When | was about your age, Tom Seaver
was the man. My hero. | kept hoping

and hoping I'd neet him \Wen |
finally did and he autographed this --

__(points) .
Right there -- | was the happiest.
kid on planet Earth. | keep it with

me to remnd nyself, no matter how

bad thlngs get, there is always hope.
(hands card to ANAL) _

| want you to have it. And if you

need anYthlng, ever, you send it to

me and I'l1 conme running, okay?

( CONTI NUED)
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AMAL nods. On JCE, squeezing the BOY's shoul der

I NT. BULLPEN/ CI TY HALL - NI GHT

REBBE ENGLESTEI N gets on elevator. FRANCINE turns to THERESA.

_ FRANCI NE
Capanel | i back yet?
THERESA
Nope.
FRANCI NE _
Well, I'"'mleaving. Turning off ny
cell. And ny cerebral cortex.
_ THERESA
What if he asks where to reach you?
FRANCI NE

Tell himhe's not the only one who
can di sappear.

On FRANCI NE, exhaust ed,

I NT. THE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR/ CI TY HALL - NI GHT
JOE enters, alone. He goes to get a drink.

MARCI E (o0.cC.)
How bout a cappucci no?

He turns to see MARCIE at the door.
JOE

| s that what Kendall Holt would do --
fire up the_capgu00|no machi ne and
call it a night”

~MARCI E
Part of nKhJOb IS never to reveal
what the yor does in private.

JCE _
Are you allowed to offer advice?
_ MARCI E
Fire away.

JOE
| gave Durrani and those guys a | oad
about "findin c%?nnn ground"” -- but

( CONTI NUED)
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JCE (cont.)
| can't even find a small patch of
astroturf to share with Francine
Tyson.

MARCI E _
That's because you're only seeing
the part of her you want to see or
t hat she wants you to see -- Super
Car eer Wonman. ut, Joe, she | oves
the Mayor. He's not only her boss,
he's her nentor, her friend. He's
been |i ke a dad since her dad died.
She's torn up about the car accident,
the coma. Blanes herself. This
isn't all just cold, calculated
politics. ~The woman's in pain.

JOE considers her words, nods. He realizes he's holding the
St euben paper wei ght .
JCE
Tell Roy | wanna take a drive...

JCE tosses the paperweight in the air and catches it.

MARCI E

That night... I'mnot pissed off

about at happened... But what didn't

happen.
As MARCIE plants a big kiss on JOE' s |ips,

CUT TO

EXT. MANHATTAN - NI GHT 80
The Lino rides along. The city in all its nighttinme splendor.
EXT. OUR LADY OF MERCY - N GHT 81
Lino pulls up. JOE gets out, waves off the MED A
I NT.  WAI TI NG AREA/ OUR LADY OF MERCY - NI GHT 82

JOE tal ks to SARAH HOLT, the Mayor's wife, and their FIVE
ADULT CHI LDREN

SARAH

We' ve decided to renove himfrom
life support.

JCE
|"mso sorry, Sarah. |If there's

anyt hi ng you need. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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SARAH
Thank you... M ster Mayor..

JOE reacts, she's the first person to call himthat -- her
generosity noves him deeply.

JOE
Can | see hinf

SARAH o
He's only suEposed to have one visitor
at a tine. rancine's in there now.
(of f JOE)
| guess it won't matter. Go ahead.

He squeezes her hand, heads around corner to:
| NT. SU TE/ OUR LADY OF MERCY - NI GHT 83
A gl ass w ndow.

JOE's POV -- FRANCI NE, by the bed, praying. Wen she finishes
her prayer, she takes KENDALL's hand, eyes full of tears.

RESUVE JCE, who enters.
She sees him struggles to conpose herself.

FRANCI NE _ _
I Sﬁoke to Engl estein, convinced him
to hold off on the counter-
denonstration. For now.

. JOE
Durrani's satisfied. For now.

A beat, then --

FRANCI NE _
The New York Tinmes is going to cream
you tonorrow. W need to cone up
Wth a response.

JOE
Don't worry about it.
FRANCI NE

| do worry about it. Especially
since |I'mthe one who maneuvered you
into approving the assault.
JOE puts his index finger to his lips, gently shushing her.
FRANCI NE (cont . )

Whay haven't you said "I told you
so," you bastard?

( CONTI NUED)
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She cries. He says nothinP, crosses behind her. As JOE
puts his hands on her shoulders, conforting her,

CUT TO
EXT. NEWYORK CTY - N GHT 84

An aerial shot that PANS fromCity Hall, Manhattan to Yankee
Stadium The Bronx. |It's the Wrld Series.

| NT. LOCKER ROOM YANKEE STADI UM - NI GHT 85
CU on PEPE THE PENGUI N
JCE (o0.c.)

You want ne to wal k out there into
the m ddl e of Yankee Stadium in
front of twenty-five point four
mllion people, wth a penguin?

CAMERA PULLS BACK TO REVEAL JOE, FRANCI NE and ATES off to
the side, as PEPE stands with his OMER

JCE (cont.L
No. NO | cane to throw out the
first pitch, that's it -- no speeches,
no pengui ns.

FRANCI NE

VWat're you, protecting your inmage?
| hate to be the one to tell you
bud, but you don't have one. = Your
approval rating is a mnus six.

JOE
Vell, | have nowhere to go but up

FRANCI NE _

And your rehabilitation starts with
t hat penguin. NYC | oves Pepe. From
Wall Street to Riverdale, he's nore
popul ar than you are.

J
(to ATES)
What " d' you t hi nk?
ATES
The owner wants a photo of you and
Pepe for Pepe's website. If not,
we' re looking at a six mllion dollar

| awsuit, that would tie up our | egal
departnent for nonths, years --

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANCI NE _
When they coul d be doi ng sonet hing
constructive, sonething for the
peopl e.

JCE
You're sayinﬁ that me humliating
nyself will help the city?

FRANCI NE
When you're Mayor of New York, you
do what you have to do. LaCuardia
read the com cs over the radi o during
t he Depression. Koch'd stand at the
Brookl yn Bridge, asking "How am I
doin'?" Rudy Guliani --

JOE
Look, | see what you're up to, trying
to "maneuver"” ne again..

FRANCI NE

s it working?
JCE exhal es, crosses over to PEPE and t he OANER

] JCE
H ya.

ONNER
Hell 0. Pepe, say hello.

PEPE cackl es, as PHOTOGRAPHER starts snapping away. HEAR
"NEW YORK, NEW YORK" (the Leonard Bernstein version) on the
m ghty Hanmond.

EXT. YANKEE STADI UM - NI GHT
A jamred packed CROWD.

BOB SHEPPARD (o0.c.)
Before we begin this second gane of
t he subway series between the Yankees
and the Mets, we have two speci al
guests -- Hizzoner Joe Capanelli --

HEAR BOOS

BOB SHEPPARD (o0.c.) (cont.)
And Pepe the penguin.

CHEERS. JCE energes fromthe dugout with PEPE. The FANS go

NUTS, chanting "Pepe! Pepe!" J | ooks into the stands,
sees ROCCO and his FRI ENDS, waves.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOE o
| gotta tell ya, Pepe, this is pretty
cool .

JOE shakes PEPE' s fin. Mre CHEERS. JCOE beans.
in the dugout, turns to an Al DE.

_ FRANCI NE
Bring Capanelli a m crophone.

_ ATES
He said no speeches.

~ FRANCI NE _
Look at his face. He's dying to
talk, he's a born politiclian.

ATES winces. AIDE runs mc to JOE, who takes it.

JOE
On behal f of Pepe, thanks. W're
all glad that the little guy's safe.
And why is he safe? Because of two
peopl e | i ke you, Kevin and Any Teng --

67.

FRANCI NE,

He i ndicates the TENGS, in the stands, who bow t o APPLAUSE.

JOE (cont.) _
They found him protected him They
cared... Like this gane today.

Sone people root for the Yankees.
ROAR of Yankee fans.

JOE (cont.)
Sone, the Mets.

ROAR of Mets fans, including ROCCO

) JCE (cont.)

We may di sagree about who's a better
shortstop: Jeter or Reyes, but we
all love baseball. And we all |ove
the city, even though it's too noi sy,
too frantic, we're piled on top of
each other and we don't get al ong.
That is, until we need to get al ong.
Because what we are together is better
t han what we are apart... Man
sound like a Hallmark card. New
York, greatest city in the world.
Doesn't wanna be, just is.

(to Pepe)
Whaddayasay, Pepe, let's play ball.

86
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PEPE cackl es. CROAD cheers. JCE holds UE bal |, as JORCE
POSADA squats behind the ?Iate. JOE cracks his neck, then
W nds up -- and throws. he ball falls short. DEAFEN NG
BOCS from both YANKEE and METS FANS. JCE puts his face in
hi s hands, as PHOTOGRAPHER snaps away. FRANCINE, to ATES:

FRANCI NE

How many people did he say are

wat chi ng?
ATES

Twenty-five point four mllion.
FRANCI NE

~ (chuckl es)
N ce.
JOE nmunbl es to PEPE, under his breath.

JOE

This job sucks.
As he and the penguin walk off the field,
FADE QUT.
THE END
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