FADE | N:
EXT. SOUTHERN I LLI NO S LAW SCHOOL - DAY (D1)

PAN ACRCSS sets of shoes, the bottom of graduation gowns
visible at the ankles. A pair of conservative black |oafers.
A pair of conservative gray punps. Brown |oafers. Black
kitten heels. As we PAN across the shoes we hear:

DEAN HAMPTON (O C.)
El oi se Joffe.
(polite appl ause, then)
M chael Jurgens.

As the Dean continues to call student’s nanes, we continue to
PAN ACRCSS the shoes. Each pair is conservative. Mited.
Refined. And then suddenly we see: LEOPARD STILETTOS.
Tappi ng i npatiently.

Pan up to reveal the owner of said stilettos: DANNI LOW NSKI
(31). She’s up on the stage with her fellow graduates,
getting ready to receive her |aw school diplom from DEAN
HAMPTON (65, grey-haired, conservative). Conpared to the
rest of the graduates, Danni is...unrefined. Her clothes are
just alittle too loud, her nails are just a little too |ong,
her hair is just alittle too teased. But she is not self-
conscious. She’'s too dam excited! She’'s about to graduate
fromfriggin |aw school

DEAN HAMPTON ( CONT' D)
WIlliamKennilsworth I11.

Danni gets closer to the podium She tries to nmake eye

contact with the conservative girl to her right -- CHARLOITE
Charlotte is 25 with pin straight hair and an inpeccably
conservative pedigree. Danni flashes her a “can-you-friggin’ -
believe-it” smle. Charlotte ignores her.

But Danni’s too excited to care! She | ooks out at the proud
parents and friends seated in folding chairs on the great
| awn. She scans the crowd until she finds KAZ, her very best

friend in the world. Kaz (31) is tough, brassy, and
fiercely protective of Danni. She’'s a little tacky and tends
to favor short, tight clothes and spray tans. Kaz grins,

snapping a picture. Danni grins back. Then, she sees the

enpty seat beside Kaz. Her face falls, nomentarily, but as
she noves closer to the podium excitement overwhel ns her

again. ..

DEAN HAMPTON ( CONT' D)
Charl otte Lehman.

Charlotte wal ks up to Dean, takes her diplom, shakes his
hand, then heads off to the right, and down the stairs.



DEAN HAMPTON ( CONT' D)
Dani el | a Lowi nski .

And it’s her turn! Proudly Danni steps forward. The Dean
gives her a mld smle and hands her the diploma. Dann
can’t contain herself! Spontaneously, she throws her arns
around him and gives hima big hug, junping up and down a
l[ittle! Dean Hanpton is startled and has no choice but to
hug her back. O f Danni, exuberant...

EXT. SOUTHERN | LLI NO S CAMPUS - AFTER THE CEREMONY - DAY (D1)

Poi sed, conservatively-dressed famlies wait to congratul ate
t he graduates. Kaz waits anong them hol ding a shopping bag.
She cranes her neck, trying to spot Danni. And suddenly, she
sees her! Danni’s robe is now unzi pped, revealing her tight,
heavy-on-the-cl eavage outfit. Danni spots her as well and
starts running. Wen she reaches Kaz, the girls start to
hug, junping up and down and squeal i ng.

Finally, they stop junping and | ook at one another. A beat.
Then they start junping again! As they do, Charlotte wal ks
by with her well-heeled famly. As she passes, she whi spers:

CHARLOTTE
That’s the hairdresser. Cearly.

Kaz whi ps around, furious.

KAZ
Fornmer hairdresser! She's a |awyer
now, you piece of --

DANNI
(cal m ng her)
Conme on, not worth it.

Meanwhil e, Charlotte rolls her eyes and hurries her famly
away. Kaz turns to Danni.

KAZ
Dunb snob

Then, Kaz hands the shopping bag to Danni.
KAZ ( CONT’ D)
Here. Every |awer has one of
t hese ugly things.

Danni digs through the tissue paper and pulls out a
briefcase. 1t’s not expensive or anything, but it’s nice.



DANNI
(touched)
Kaz. ..

KAZ
(war ni ng)
Don’t get all nushy.
(then)
kay, we need to take a picture!

She takes out her canera and points it at Danni.

KAZ ( CONT' D)
Say “I'ma friggin |awer!”

Danni hol ds up the briefcase triunphantly.

DANNI
(proud)
I"’ma friggin |awer!

Vari ous parents and graduates gl ance over, but Danni doesn’'t
notice. She grins as Kaz snaps the picture...

I NT. DANNI' S APARTMENT -- ENTRY WAY -- N GHT (N1)

Danni takes off her jacket, hangs it on a coat hook and heads
into the living room..

I NT. DANNI' S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM -- N GHT (N1)

The apartnent has definitely seen better days. A dreary
couch. Cheap light fixtures. An old paint job. Danni has

clearly tried to spruce the place up -- there is a col orful
af ghan, sone franed pictures, mall art, etc. But the fact
remains -- this is a not a great place to |ive.

Danni’ s father AUGUSTUS “GUS’” LOWNSKI (50's) is asleep on

t he couch; a Wiite Sox gane is on the tv. There's a full
ashtray on the coffee table as well as a half-enpty bottle of
whi skey and an enpty glass. Qs is an alcoholic and has been
as long as Danni can remenber. Since he’'s been laid off,
it’s gotten worse. Danni |oves her father, even though she
knows he can not be counted on. She approaches.

DANNI
Dad. . .

He’s snoring. She sits by him nudges himgently.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
Dad.



@Qus opens his eyes. Takes a nonment to get his bearings.
When his daughter’s face cones into focus, he smles.

GQJs
Dani el ci a. ..

He sits up. Then

GUS ( CONT’ D)
I"’msorry | didn't nmake graduati on.

DANNI
(covering hurt)
No, that’s cool

GQUs
Actually had a job interview. They
cal l ed |l ast m nute.

Danni knows this isn't true, but for both their sakes, she
pl ays al ong and acts interested.

DANNI
No ki ddi ng.

GUS

Yeah. They're lookin for a
foreman over in Joliet. Didn't
want to say no because it’s such a
t ough mar ket .

(Danni nods as he

conti nues)
Went pretty good. Said they' Il et
me know Monday, so we’'ll see what
happens. Fingers crossed.

DANNI
Fi ngers crossed.
(then)
You eat the chicken I left?

aUs
Nah, wasn’t hungry. A toast.

He grabs the whiskey and pours it into the glass. Then,
rai sing glass, proud:

GUS (CONT’ D)
To ny daughter the attorney.

Alittle reluctantly, she clinks the bottle to his glass and
wat ches as he takes a drink...w shing things were different.



GUS ( CONT’ D)
So? What happens now?

DANNI
Now? | get a job.

She smles. And off Danni, optimstic...
I NT. ELEGANT LAW OFFI CE -- DAY (D2)

Upscale. Danni sits in front of a MALE PARTNER (|l ate 40’s,
conservative) who | ooks over her resune. She is dressed in a
suit, but it’s a little short and tight. She s confident.

DANNI
And | followed that class action
suit you filed against Petra
Phar maceuticals and --

MALE PARTNER
" m not seeing any professional
experience here. ..

DANNI
Right. *‘Cause | don’t have any
yet. See, | used to be a

hairdresser. Wnt to | aw school at
ni ght for seven years. Not the
direct route, | know, but it shows
I know what | want. ..

I NT. A DI FFERENT ELEGANT LAW OFFI CE -- DAY (D2)

Danni is now sitting opposite a FEMALE PARTNER (40’ s,
conservative) who is glancing at her resune. She is stil
upbeat, though a little |less confident:

DANNI
And what | want is to practice |aw
| ve never been afraid of hard
work, trust nme, |’ve been workin’
hard all nmy life.

She sees the Partner glance down at her resune.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
Thi nk of ny hairdressi ng experience
as a bonus. | got great people
skills --



I NT. A DI FFERENT, LESS ELEGANT LAW FI RM - DAY (D2)

Danni sits opposite another Male Partner (50's,
conservative). She is noticeably |ess confident.

DANNI
| don’t even need to work with
people. You can just stick me with
the files. [1’'Il do the busy work --

I NT. YET ANOTHER DI FFERENT, LESS ELEGANT LAW FI RM - DAY (D2)

Danni sits opposite another Male Partner (late 30 s,
conservative). She is even nore desperate...

DANNI
| got no problemw th weekends.
And | ate nights...

I NT. YET ANOTHER LAW FI RM -- DAY (D2)

Danni sits opposite a Younger Lawer (fenmale, late 20's,
condescendi ng) .

DANNI
| don’t need vacations. O nuch of
a sal ary.

The Partner is staring at her, unnoved. Beat, then:

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
| could cut your hair? Layers
woul d really soften that jaw. .

I NT. CROWAELL, SACHS, AND G LBRAI TH - RECEPTI ON AREA - DAY
(D2)

Very inposing. Expensively furnished. A nervous Danni sits,
hol di ng her resune, sipping a cup of coffee. A RECEPTIONI ST
sits behind a desk, fielding phone calls. Danni glances at

her resune, wishing it were... better.
WOMAN (O . C.)
Danni ?!
Startled, Danni turns, spilling a little coffee on her

resune. Crap! She looks up to see Charlotte staring at her.
Charlotte stands with another young femal e | awer.

CHARLOTTE
What are you doi ng here?



DANNI
(flustered)
I’ mintervi ew ng.

Charlotte gl ances at her co-worker, who stifles a giggle.
Meanwhi | e, a SECRETARY (50’ s) approaches.

SECRETARY
Ms. Lowi nski. Fol | ow ne.
CHARLOTTE
(i nsincere)

Good | uck. .

Danni gets up, glances at her resune...and the coffee stain
on the top of the page. Damm! She blots it on the inside of
her jacket as she follows the Secretary...

I NT. CLIVER SACHS OFFI CE -- DAY (D2)

A flustered Danni follows the Secretary into the well-
appointed office. Surreptitiously, she fans her resune back
and forth trying to dry the coffee spill.

RECEPTI ONI ST
M. Sachs? Your eleven-thirty.

OLI VER SACHS (36) is sitting behind his |arge, inposing,

wal nut desk, his degrees (Yale undergrad, Harvard | aw school)
on display behind him diver is well-grooned and wel |l -bred.
He is very charm ng and conpletely aware if it. He | ooks up
and flashes a smile at Danni.

QLI VER
A iver Sachs. Very nice to neet
you.

DANNI
Danni Lowi nski. Daniella,
actual ly, but people call ne Danni.
Most|y.

(stop ranbling!)
Very nice to neet you as well.

OLl VER
Pl ease. Have a seat.

She sits down, still fanning her resune back and forth,
willing it to dry already. Jdiver smles. She smles back.
A slightly awkward beat. Then:

OLI VER ( CONT’ D)
Do you have a resune?



DANNI
| do have one. Yes.

She fans a little faster.

OLl VER
Can |...have it?

DANNI
You can. Absolutely.

He | ooks at her, expectantly. She stops fanning. Then,
reluctantly:

He sm |l es.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
It’s just...got a little coffee
spill that I'"mtrying to dry.
ki nda saw soneone | didn’'t expect--

QL1 VER
Is it |egible?

DANNI
(glancing at it)
Um ..yeah, pretty much. Just ny
nane i s sorta snudgey.

QLI VER
Luckily, you already told nme that.
Dani el | a but people call you Danni.
Mostly.

She smiles back, a little enbarrassed.

OLI VER ( CONT' D)

Don't worry. | won’t hold a little
cof fee spill against you

DANNI
Thank you.

She hands over her resunme. Jdiver takes it and starts to
ook it over. As he does, Danni grows increasingly nervous.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
Look, | know that | don’t have
pr of essi onal experience but--

CLI VER
A word of advice? |In an interview,
never point out your flaws.



DANNI
Ri ght .
(then, trying)
Pl ease strike that fromthe record,
Counsel or.

CLI VER
And it | ooks |ike you have plenty
of professional experience. You
wor ked as a hairdresser for eight
years.

DANNI
But not inalawfirm

OLl VER
Very few |l aw firnms have in-house
hai rdressers.

She snmiles again. Charmed by him

OLI VER ( CONT’ D)
Hai r dressi ng requi res good soci a
skills. 1'massumng you interfaced
with all different types--

DANNI
Oh man, you have no idea. | could
tell you sone crazy stories..
(catches herself)
Il won’t, right now But | could.

CLI VER
(1 aughs, then)
"1l bet.
(then, re: resune)
Ni ght school, huh? So you're
obvi ously a go-getter.

Danni smles. This is going better than she thought!

DANNI
Yes. Yes, | am

Before Aiver can reply, another LAWER (30's slick) enters.

LAWYER
Let’s go, Aiver. [|’'ve got three
Russi ans in the conference room and
vodka is not going to take the
edge off their settlenment.
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OLl VER
Matt hew Biblowit, this is Daniella
Low nski. Daniella' s starting

Monday.
Danni reacts. She's been hired?! diver sees her reaction

OLI VER ( CONT’ D)
Unl ess you don’t want to work here.

DANNI
No! | do. | definitely do. |
just...wow, this is awesone!
QLI VER
(to Matt)

Daniella even studied a little | aw
Danni | ooks at him That’s an odd thing to say.

DANNI
Vll, | studied a lot of |aw
actually. Oherwise | would never
have passed the bar.

QLI VER
(surprised)
You passed the bar? Ww.
That’'s...terrific.

Danni | ooks at him still confused by his reaction.

DANNI
Do you usually hire | awers who
haven't passed the bar?

And suddenly diver realizes..

CLI VER
You re interviewing to be a | awer?

Danni reacts. But she holds out hope that what she thinks is
happeni ng i s not actually happeni ng.

DANNI
Yes. O course. |I'ma |awer.

A beat. Oiver glances at Matthew who is smrking a little.
Then, he | ooks back at Danni, feeling badly.



CLI VER
I’mso sorry. See, | thought you
were interview ng for the assistant
position. Ann just told nme she
won’t be back after her maternity
| eave, so..

DANNI
Oh.

Danni feels like she’s been punched in the gut.

wills herself not to crack here, now, in front

11.

But she
of these nen.

QLI VER
There was clearly a m scomuni cati on.
DANNI
(she will not cry!)

Right. A m sconmunication
(then, rising)

kay. Well, thank you for your

time.

And with that, Danni stands up and heads out,
to let Aiver see the tears that are her filli

INT. THE MALL -- FOUNTAIN -- DAY

det er mi ned not
ng her eyes.

The hub of the social scene in this blue collar town. There
are various kiosks and at the center, a fountain. The mall

is Danni’s favorite place in the world. Danni

and Kaz sit on

the | edge of the fountain. Kaz works at Shake ‘n Shacks
across the way. She’'s in uniform (and yes, there's a paper

hat). She conforts a distraught Danni

KAZ
Oh, honey. Want a cheesy pretzel ?

Danni shakes her head. Kaz reacts. This is really bad.

KAZ ( CONT' D)
Aw, geez...

DANNI
Wiy won’t anyone hire ne?

KAZ
‘ Cause they’'re stupid.

DANNI
They' re not stupid. They' re snart.
Wth degrees fromlike Harvard --



Suddenl vy,

KAZ
Harvard peopl e are douchebags.

DANNI
Do you even know anyone who went
t here?

KAZ
No. But that’s by choice. | don't
associ ate wi th douchebags.

DANNI
(shaki ng her head)
I can’t go back to the sal on--

KAZ
True. | heard Sonya rented out
your chair.

DANNI

VWhat? To who?

KAZ
El i se sonet hi ng?

DANNI
From Cuts ‘n Curls? That girl
can’t frost atip to save her life--

KAZ
She’s on perns. And it doesn’'t
matter because you are not going
back. You' re gonna get a job.

DANNI
How? M resune’s crap. It took ne
seven years to finish | aw school --

KAZ
Vel | excuse you for having to nmake
aliving --

DANNI
I don’t have any experience --

KAZ
How are you supposed to get
experience if those douchebags
won’t hire you?

the girls are interrupted by ELLIOT -- a 20

sonet hi ng hi ppi e.

12.
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ELLI OT
You two | ook Iike the kind of girls
who like animals. Am1l right?

DANNI
Excuse ne?
ELLI OT
Animals. Do you |ike thenf
Because if you do, 1'd like to
encourage you to make a donation to

PETA.

Danni shakes her head. She’s got no noney. Elliot won't

back down.

He continues to pester them condescending:

ELLI OT ( CONT’ D)
Thi nk about the animals! Don’t you
have a heart? How can you just sit
around while --

DANNI
(had enough)
| don't wear fur--

ELLI OT
VWll, that’'s a start. But --

DANNI
You know why | don’t wear it?
Because | can't friggin afford it.

But if I could, I would wear it.
And leather, | just |ove |eather.
If I had noney, |1'd get a custom

made | eather cat suit. And I'd
wear it, under ny fur, to a nice
st eakhouse where |1’ d order the
t hi ckest, juiciest, npbst hornone-
punped steak on the nenu!

(i ncreasingly worked up)
But | can’t eat steaks or get a
| eather cat suit or a fur coat
because no one’s mekin’ donations
to ne and | only have three dollars
in ny goddamm wal I et! And you know
what that will buy ne? Two cheesy
pretzels. Wiich I could really use
ri ght now

And with that, she heads towards Shakes n’ Snacks...
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I NT. DANNI’S APARTMENT -- LIVING ROOM - N GHT

As Danni enters, she | ooks through the mail. Bills, bills
and nore bills. As usual, her dad is sleeping on the couch,
a bottle of liquor on the coffee table. Suddenly Danni
snells sonething...burning. She hurries into the kitchen...

I NT. DANNI' S APARTMENT -- KITCHEN - N GHT (N2)

Danni opens the oven. Snoke pours out. There's a left-over
chi cken on a baking pan, charred and snoking. Danni turns
of f the oven and grabs an oven mtt to take out the chicken.
The snoke al arm goes off. Damm! She grabs a chair and
clinmbs onit, trying to disable the alarm Finally she does.

&S (0 C)
I"msorry. | nust have forgotten--

She turns, angrily, to find Gus standing in the entry way.

DANNI
What’s wong with you? You could
have burned this place down!

She shakes her head, grabs the chicken, dunps it in the
garbage. Then, Danni opens the wi ndows, trying to air the
ki tchen out as her dad watches, feeling terribly...

INT. MALL -- MAIN COURT -- DAY (D3)

A busy norning at the mall. Lots of shoppers. Danni is
wal ki ng around with her laptop, trying to find the strongest
wireless signal. Kaz, in uniform follows her.
DANNI
What am | gonna do? | can't afford

to hire someone to babysit him
VWhat’s with the wirel ess?

KAZ
It sucks.

Danni col |l apses into one of the nmassage chairs in the massage
ki osk. Kaz sits next to her. Danni |ooks at her nails.

DANNI
Look at me. |1'’mso stressed |
chewed off two acrylics.

KAZ
You gotta pull it together. Grls
with short nails | ook cheap.
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DANNI
Like I don’t know that.
(shakes her head, then)
I was thinking maybe | could go out

on ny own, ya know? | nean, the
truth is, | don't fit in at those
law firns.

KAZ

Because you don’t insert a l|large
stick up your butt every norning.

DANNI
Yeah. So, | just gotta find
somepl ace affordable to rent. And
it’s gotta be a good | ocation, you
know? Lots of foot traffic.
Problemis, all those places cost --

LARS approaches, interrupting. Lars (early 30's) is a big,
strong masseuse, but his beefy | ooks are undercut by his new
agey predilections. He wears a crystal around his neck. He
has an extrenely cal m presence.

LARS
Sorry ladies, it’s a busy norning.
Five dollars for five ninutes.
Namast e.

KAZ
Shut the F up.

But nevertheless, the girls get up. A Wman i medi ately
takes Danni’s seat. Danni |ooks around. The nmall is really
busy. People everywhere, |oaded down with bags, paying for
things, chatting, talking... She takes this in. An idea is
form ng. She | ooks around at all the kiosks...and all the
custoners. And then she spots Elliot packing up his kiosk,

t aki ng down hi s PETA posters etc. It’s a sign!
DANNI
(a revel ation)
The mall. This is where | fit in.
It’s where | belong. [It’s ny happy
pl ace.

And suddenly she knows what she has to do. She hurries
towards Elliot, |eaving Kaz confused. Wen Elliot sees her,
he looks a little worried:

ELLI OT
Look, | don’t want any trouble.
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DANNI
Yeah, sorry about yesterday.

She digs in her purse and drops a coin in his donation tin.
He smles. She snmiles back. Then:

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
So...you’ re novi ng out?

ELLI OT
On to Skokie, hone of the three-
pound buffal o burger, god help ne.

DANNI
Vel |, good luck. Kick sone butt.
(then)
Question. How does one go about
renting this kiosk?

And of f Danni, wheels turning...
INT. MALL - ADM NI STRATI ON OFFI CE - DAY (D3)

MRS. BCOSE (late 40's, conservative suit, all business) is
sitting behind her desk. Danni stands in front of her.

MRS. BOSE
The ki osks are for snall
busi nesses.

DANNI
I’"’ma small business --

MRS. BOSE
Sequi ned cel|l phone covers. O ever
t-shirts. Silver jewelry --

DANNI
And why not a | awer?

MRS. BOSE
It’s just not a good fit. Lawers
are expensive. Qur clientele isn't
| ooking to spend a | ot of noney --

DANNI
| assure you, |I’'mvery cheap.
(of f her 1 o00k)
My fee, I nmean. And | need to be
somewhere with a | ot of foot
traffic.
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MRS. BOSE
| don’t know. ..
DANNI
Way not ?
MRS. BOSE
(skeptical)
A lawyer in a mall? There' s just
no... precedent.
DANNI

You know, you raise an interesting
point, Ms. Bose. Precedent is
i mportant. Most of our |laws are
based in precedent. And w thout
them things could get really
wonky.

(this is her shot)
But the real challenge of our great
judicial system conmes when
precedents are wong. Wien Brown
vs. The Board of Education nmade its
way to the Warren Court, the
Justices could have said, you know
what ? Pl essy vs Ferguson
establ i shed “separate but equal ”.
That’ s the precedent. So we gotta
be cool with it. But were the
menbers of the Suprene Court cool
with it?

MRS. BOSE
(beat, then)
No?

DANNI
Dam right they weren’t! They said
separate but equal blows and it’s
unconstitutional and it’s over!
And then they overturned that
stinkin precedent!

She leans in to Ms. Bose, closing her case with gravitas.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
This is your Brown versus the Board
of Education nonent, Ms. Bose.
You' re right. There aren’'t |awers
in malls. Because people think
| awyers shoul d be separate from
malls. But you can set a new
precedent, right here, right now
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Ms. Bose takes this in...
I NT. MALL -- MAIN COURT -- MORNI NG (D4)

We see images of the mall opening. Kaz is turning on the

m | kshake machine. RASOUL at JB' s COVPUTER STORE rai ses the
nmetal bars, unlocking his store. Lars restocks hand |otion.
Danni enters, dragging a cart with her supplies: |aptop,
pens, |egal pads and a | arge sandwi ch board sign. She |ugs
it past the nail salon, where LISA (20's, Korean, a little

t ough, possibly pierced) is lining up nail polish bottles.

Danni stops in front of the enpty kiosk. Then, she lifts the

sandwi ch board fromher cart and sets it up. It features a
pi cture of her and the words “Expert Legal Advice. $1 a
M nute!” Danni |ooks over at Kaz who gives her a thunbs up.

Danni grins. And off her, and her new beginning...

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWD
INT. MALL - MAIN COURT - MORNI NG (D4)

Danni has set up her kiosk. There's a table with a chair for
Danni and a chair for a potential client. Everything has
been arranged, the fake plant placed just so. Kaz is |ooking
at the picture of Danni on her sign.

KAZ
You shoul d have used that picture
of us in Cancun.

DANNI
I wanted to | ook professional.

KAZ
You did. Professionally tan.
(then, excited)
Wanna go to Jezel bel’s at |unch?

There are these shoes... bright

red, big bows. | can’'t afford ‘em

but I want to wal k around in them
DANNI

Hel | yeah, 1’m so there.

(then, gleeful)
| can’t believe | get to work in
the mall! 1t’s |like a dream cone
true.

Meanwhi | e, a CUSTOVER (nmal e, honely, 20’s) standing at the
enpty Shake ‘n Snack stands calls over.

CUSTOVER
Hey! Can you help ne?

KAZ
Not with your face! There s no
hel pi ng that!

DANNI
Shut it, Kaz, you wanna get fired
agai n?

KAZ

Yeah, yeah, yeah...

Kaz heads over to her stand. W stay with Danni. She sits
down at her table, a big smle on her face. And she waits.
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INT. THE MALL - DANNI'S KIOSK -- LATER (D4)

Danni is still smling. People walk by, |ooking confused.
She takes out a clock. Makes sure the stopwatch part worKks.
It does. A Wman wal ks by and | ooks at her. She sml es.
The Worman | ooks confused and keeps wal ki ng.

I NT. THE MALL -- DANNI'S KIOSK -- LATER (D4)

Danni is struggling to stay upbeat. She takes a pen out of

t he pen holder and wites her nane on the top of the |egal
pad. “Danni Low nski.” A beat, then she wites: “Esquire.”
I NT. THE MALL - DANNI'S KIOSK -- LATER (D4)

Danni is considerably |ess chipper. She adjusts the plant.
A QUY (30'S) approaches.

eV
Excuse me?

DANNI
Yes!

eV

Where’'s the restroonf

Danni deflates. She points to the nmen’s room which isn't
far away. She glances at Kaz. Kaz sm|es encouraging.
Then, she points to the pretzel warner.

INT. THE MALL - DANNI'S KIOSK -- LATER (D4)

Danni puts out a plate of cheesy pretzels, hoping to entice
clients.

I NT. THE MALL - DANNI'S KIOSK -- LATER (D4)
Danni is eating the cheesy pretzels.
I NT. THE MALL -- SHAKE N SNACKS -- LATER (D4)

Danni | eans on the counter, comm serating with Kaz. She’s
feeling really down at this point.

KAZ
Renmember when Val eri e Crui kshank
bl ew t hree guys on prom ni ght and
we didn't even hear about it ‘til a
week | ater?

DANNI
What’' s your point?
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KAZ
Sonetines it takes tinme for word to
get around.

Danni shakes her head, dejected.

DANNI
| don’t know what | was thinking.
Nobody cones to the mall | ooking
for a |l awer--

KAZ
Danni . . .

DANNI

They cone here to buy hot clothes
or to eat Chinese and Mexican food
on the sane tray--

KAZ
Danni !

Danni | ooks at her. Kaz points to her kiosk.

KAZ ( CONT' D)
Clients.

Danni turns. |Indeed, there are people waiting there. Lisa
t he mani curi st and her nother SO YOON (40'S, Korean). Danni
| ooks at Kaz, thrilled, then hurries back over..

I NT. MALL -- DANNI'S KIOSK -- CONTINUQUS - DAY (D4)
Danni approaches Lisa and So Yoon.

DANNI
H , hello.

LI SA
Is that true? One dollar a m nute?

DANNI
Yes, absolutely. Please. Sit.

Li sa | ooks at her nom Then, they sit. Danni sits opposite
t hem pl eased.

DANNI ( CONT’ D)
How can | help you?

She presses the stopwatch on the clock, starting the tiner.
So Yoon glances at it, skeptical. Lisa starts talking
qui ckly.
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LI SA
This is nmy nother So Yoon. | noved
here when | was 18 and | sent for
her once | got settled. But |
don’'t make a | ot of noney. People
are really crappy tippers. You
spend an hour french manicuring
their toes, they |eave you three
bucks.

So Yoon hits her thigh, urging her to talk faster. She does.

LI SA ( CONT’ D)
| can’t pay for everything. Mama
had to work as well. So she got a
job as a nuid.

(leans in, conspiratorial)
Under the table. The Wnkler’s
prom sed they’ d sponsor her, but
t hey never did. Kept saying the
paperwork was held up. And then,
| ast week, M's. Wnkler wanted to
rearrange furniture because she's a
crazy |lady and she had Mama nove
t he couch. By herself, god forbid
she hel p, that woman is so |azy --

So Yoon stops the clock and starts to talk to her daughter in
Korean. Lisa argues back in Korean. So Yoon says sonething
sharp. Then, she | ooks at Danni.

SO YOON
Ms. Wnkler nice |ady.

Danni smles, starting the clock again.

DANNI
Good to know. Conti nue.

LI SA
Mama got a slipped di sk from noving
that couch! She’s not allowed to
do any lifting for at |east six
nmonths. So they fired her! Like a
dog!

So Yoon stops the clock and argues with her daughter in
Korean again. Lisa replies sharply. So Yoon gives her a
slap on the cheek. Lisa reacts, upset. Meanwhile, So Yoon
turns to Danni.
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SO YOON
She need someone who can lift. And
clinmb up cabinet, dust everywhere.

LI SA
(to her nom
You hit ne! Unbelievabl e!

So Yoon starts to berate her in Korean. Lisa argues back.
They overl ap, getting nore and nore heated! Danni tries to
get their attention.

DANNI
Hang on. .
(then)
Excuse ne. ..
(then)
St op!

They stop, turn to Danni. She pastes on a smle.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
What do you want exactly?

She starts the clock again.

LI SA
Money. They can't just fire her
i ke that, can they? Legally?

DANNI
(tentatively)
Vel |, your nmom was wor ki ng
illegally. Wich nakes this a
t ough case..

SO YOON
kay, we’re done.

So Yoon stops the clock.

SO YOON ( CONT' D)
How nmuch we owe?

Danni turns the cl ock back on..

DANNI
| said “tough.” | didn’t say
i npossi ble. There are things we
can do. Wth your permssion, I'd

like to pressure the Wnklers a
little.
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So Yoon | ooks at her, skeptical. Then, she | ooks at her
daughter. Lisa nods. Danni smles.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
Where do they live?

EXT. WEALTHY RESI DENTI AL STREET -- DAY (D4)

Large, inposing houses. Danni wal ks along the street,
searching for the right house. She arrives at a | arge house
with an electric gate. She buzzes..

INT. THE WNKLER S HOUSE -- DAY (D4)

Expensive. Traditionally, neticulously furnished. KATHERI NE
W NKLER (early 40’s, uptight society wife) nervously arranges
flowers, trimm ng dead | eaves.

DANNI
You can’t just fire soneone when
t hey get hurt on your property --

KATHERI NE
(gl ances at her watch)
| don’t know what you’'re talking

about .
DANNI
(annoyed)
So Yoon.
KATHERI NE
Who?
DANNI

So Yoon. Your naid.
(off Ms. Wnkler’s blank

stare)
The woman who’ s been coming here
every day.
KATHERI NE
No, | don’t believe |I know her.
DANNI

(genui nely confused)
You havin’ a stroke?

KATHERI NE
Like I told you, I want to wait to
di scuss this with ny husband. |
told himto hurry.
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DANNI
What do you nean you “don’t know
her ?”

KATHERI NE

Did | offer you tea?

DANNI
| don’t drink tea unless I'm
sittin with the Queen of Engl and.
O course you know her - -

KATHERI NE
Perhaps I’'Il put on a pot for
nysel f.

DANNI
Look, Ms. Wnkler. | don't know

what ki nd of gane you' re playing.
Now, we really don't want to sue,
but So Yoon's got a legitimte
wor kman’ s conp claimand --

MAN' S VOI CE (O C.)

Hel | 0?
KATHERI NE
Oh good, ny husband.
(cal l'ing)
I’min the living room Wth the
| awyer .

Danni shakes her head, annoyed. This wonan is a piece of
wor k. Meanwhil e, Katherine s husband, JAMES (40’ s,

busi nessman) enters wi th another man behind him Janes nakes
a beeline for Danni

JAMES
| hope you don’t mnd, |I’'ve asked
nmy |awer to join us.

Danni | ooks past Janes, to his |awer. She reacts, shocked.
It’s Aiver Sachs! He reacts as well. A beat, then he
sm | es.

CLI VER
| see you've found a job, Daniella.

And of f Danni, stunned...

END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE
EXT. STREET -- DAY

Upset, Danni heads towards the bus stop. As she wal ks away,
her heel gets stuck in the street grate. Wen she tries to
yank it out, the heel breaks. Dam! She grabs the heel and
conti nues wal ki ng, hobbling a little. A Porsche pulls

al ongsi de her and slows down. |It’s Oiver, |ooking anused.
He is the last person Danni wants to see.

OLl VER
Need a ride?

She ignores him keeps wal king. He drives al ongside her.

QLI VER ( CONT’ D)
Come on, you can’t wal k.

DANNI
Wat ch ne.

OLl VER
Danni . ..

DANNI

(frustrated)
They’'re lying to ny face!

QLI VER
(anused, facetious)
People lie? Really?

DANNI
And what’ s even worse, you know it!
CLI VER
I only know what ny clients tell ne
to know.
DANNI

You nmake ne si ck.

OLl VER
You' re taking this personally.
First rule, take nothing
per sonal | y.

DANNI
(in no nood for his
advi ce)

Thank you, 1’11 keep that in m nd.
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CLI VER
Second rul e?
(of f her 1 o0k)
Never say you don’t want to sue.
Once you’ ve said that, you’ ve taken
away your bargaining chip.

DANNI
Is that all?

CLI VER
No. One last thing.

(then)
Never refuse a lift when you’ ve
br oken your heel.

Danni reacts to his snmug grin. She is boiling with anger
now. She stops wal king. He stops driving. Danni approaches
the car. Pastes a smle on her face. Leans in the car

W ndow.

DANNI
Y know, that’s good advice
actual ly.

OLl VER
I think so.

DANNI
And it’s stupid to say you won’'t
sue, huh?

QLI VER
Even if you don’t want to, they
have to think you want to. Keeps
‘em scar ed.

DANNI
Makes sense.
(then)
So listen to ne very carefully.
Tell your clients that thanks to
their arrogant, snug, jerkface
| awyer -- they’ re being sued.

Wth that, she pulls off her other shoe and starts down the
street, barefoot.

OLl VER
Jer kf ace, huh?
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DANNI
(cal l'i ng back)
Don't take it personally.

Danni keeps wal king. diver smles, anused by her. Then he
starts the car and drives past her. As Danni continues to
wal k, a GARDENER ( Mexi can, 30's, rowdy) whistles at her.
Danni turns. He's standing with his three co-workers.

GARDENER
What happened? He didn’'t offer you
enough noney?

His friends [augh. Danni shakes her head and wal ks faster.

GARDENER ( CONT’ D)
W’ ve got noney!

DANNI
(cal l'i ng back)
Screw you!

The Gardeners laugh. Of Danni, pissed off.
I NT. MALL -- NAIL SALON -- DAY (D4)

Lisais filing Danni’s acrylic nails as So Yoon | ooks on.
Lisa is agitated.

LI SA
Lyi ng sacks of --

DANNI
(pull'ing hand away)

LI SA
Sorry, sorry.

Li sa takes Danni’s hand back.

DANNI
Look, | think we should sue.
(off their worried | ooks)
I know it’s ass out. But we’'d be
takin’ themto civil court. And
civil courts probably won't get
i nvol ved with your visa status.

LI SA
(worried)
Pr obabl y?
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DANNI

(to So Yoon)
Plus, the Wnkler’s said they' d
sponsor you. That’'s called
“prom ssory estoppel”. They made
you a reasonabl e prom se and you
relied onit. They didn't fulfill
their end of the bargain. Not your
bad.

SO YOON
If courts believe ne.

DANNI
Look, we just need to prove you
wor ked there. Once we do that, we
establish that’s where you injured
yoursel f, then bam W& demand
wor kman’ s conp. Plus damages.

SO YOON
(skeptical)
Bant?

DANNI
(confident)
Ban
(then)
Isn’t there anyone who can prove
you worked there? Besides M. and
Ms. Wnkler?

So Yoon thinks. Then:

SO YOON
M guel .
(of f Danni’s | ook,
clarifies)
The gardener. | give himwater
when it’s hot.

Danni takes this in...
EXT. FRONT YARD OF A LARGE HOUSE - DAY (D5)

Danni approaches an OVERWEI GHT GARDENER who is nmowi ng a wel | -
mani cured | awn. She shouts to be heard over the | awn nower.

DANNI
Excuse ne!

He doesn’t hear her. Danni approaches. Taps himon the
shoul der. He turns.
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DANNI ( CONT’ D)
(still shouting)
I"’m 1l ooking for --

He turns off the lawn nower in the mddl e of her sentence.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
(still shouting)
A man nanmed M guel .

Then: in her regul ar voice.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
Sorry. Is Mguel here?

The Overwei ght Gardener points to Mguel who is filling a bag
with [ eaves. Danni reacts. |It’s the guy who solicited her
the other day. Danni has no choice. She pastes on a snile
and approaches.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
M guel ?

He | ooks up. A slow, l|ascivious grin spreads across his
face.

EXT. WEALTHY RESI DENTI AL STREET - BACK OF LANDSCAPI NG TRUCK - -
DAY (D5)

Danni is sitting on the back of the truck next to Mguel. He
is still grinning at her. She smles back, trying to appear
pr of essi onal

DANNI
So, I'msorry | storned off the

other day. | knew you were just
ki ddi ng. . ..

M GUEL
(staring at her cleavage)
That’s right. | was kidding.
Danni’s skinis crawming a little. But she’s got no choice.

DANNI
Look, | thought maybe you could
hel p ne out. ..

He i nches cl oser to her.

M GUEL
Yeah, I'1l help you out...
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She inches away, ever so slightly.

DANNI
| appreciate that. See, I'ma
| awyer and --

M GUEL
(recoiling)
I have ny green card now, there
shoul dn’t be any nore trouble --

DANNI
No, this isn’t about you. It’s
about So Yoon.

M GUEL
The housekeeper?

DANNI
You know her!

M GUEL
Yeah, sure. She brings ne water
sonetinmes. N ce |ady.

DANNI
Yes! She is a nice lady! That'’s
great, Mguel, great. Now all I
need is for you to testify that you
know t hat she works for the
W nkl ers.

M GUEL
Testify like...in court?
(of f Danni’s nod)
| don’t want to get involved.

Danni reacts, upset. Then:

DANNI
M guel, what if it was your nother?
And she got hurt on the job and was
treated unfairly. And there was
sonmeone who could hel p her, but

t hat person said “l don’t want to
get involved.” How would you feel?
M GUEL

(thinks, then)
I"d want to punch their face in.



32.

DANNI
Wl|l that's how | feel, M guel.
want to punch your face in.
(re: nails)
And | just got new tips. Don't
make ne break ‘em

He smles. She sniles back. A beat, then she leans in,
pul ling out the final stop. She squeezes her boobs together.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
Please. It would really help ne.

He smles. She smles back..
I NT. DANNI" S APARTMENT -- KITCHEN - LATE AT NI GHT (N5)

Danni is sitting at the table, in a good nood, typing away.
She finishes. Looks it over, then presses “print”, sending
it tothe printer on the floor. A beat. No paper energes.
She opens up the printer, |ooks for janmed paper. Not hing.
She unplugs it, then plugs it in again. Nothing. It’'s dead.
O f Danni, upset...

INT. THE MALL -- JB'S COWUTER STORE -- DAY (D6)

Danni enters with her lap top. RASOUL (Persian, early 30's,
nane tag reads “RANDY”) greets her. He is serious-seen ng,
har d-wor ki ng and rather hunorless. At nights, he works on
his novel. But he would be nortified if anyone found out.

As Danni heads over to the printers, Rasoul greets her.

RASQOUL
Hel | o.

Danni reacts. She was hoping to do this w thout anyone
noticing. She regroups, gives Rasoul a big smle.

DANNI
Hi...
(re: nametag)
Randy.

RASOUL
Can | help you with sonething?

DANNI
Just wanted to | ook at sone
printers.
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RASOUL
Wl |, you ve cone to the right
pl ace. \What kind are you | ooking
for?

DANNI

Un..just...the printing Kind.

RASCOUL
Bl ack and white? Color? 1Ink jet?
Laser? LED? Dye sublimtion --

DANNI
(re: nearby printer)
Thi s one | ooks cool.

RASOUL
You have a good eye. That’'s one of
our top sellers. 66 negahertz
processor, 8 megabyte nenory,
resol uti on enhanci ng technol ogy --

DANNI
G eat. Those things are exactly
the things I’ m | ooking for.
(then)
Mnd if | test her out?

RASOUL
(surprised)
Oh. Um sure. Wiy not?

Danni smles, then opens her laptop, plugs it into the
printer and presses print. As her (very |long) document
starts to print, Danni makes small talk.

DANNI
I’ m Danni. Danni Low nski. |
actually work right across the
f ount ai n.

RASCOUL
The | awyer?

DANNI
(pl eased)
You' ve heard of ne?

RASOUL
Passed your kiosk a couple tines.
(alittle enbarrassed)
It’s right by the nmen’s room
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DANNI
(upbeat)
Yes it is. Excellent |ocation.
Lots of foot traffic.

RASOUL
Ri ght .
(then)
So, how do you like the printer?

Danni exam nes a page closely, buying tine, as nore and nore
pages spit out.

DANNI
Pretty good. |’ve seen sone
printers where the black ink conmes
out | ooking dark grey. | hate
that. M one printer peeve.
RASOUL
Yeah. It’s got a good bl ack.
(then)
So you want to buy it?
DANNI
Depends. How nmuch are you aski ng?
RASOUL
Two seventy-nine.
DANNI
Qoh. That's a little steep
Pages are still spitting out. Rasoul glances at them
RASOUL

How about two-fifty? And how many
pages are you printing?

DANNI
Just a coupl e nore.
(then, changi ng subj ect)
So Randy, huh. That short for
Randal | ?

RASOUL
Rasoul actually. But people get
confused if they see that on a nane
tag. So? How about two-fifty?

DANNI
No can do.



35.

Danni’s docunent is finally done. She grabs the |ast page.
Rasoul , neanwhile, is getting exasperated.

RASOUL
Vel |, how much can you afford?

DANNI
Honest | y?
(of f his nod)
Ten bucks? But sonething tells ne
you're not selling this baby for
ten bucks. Not with all those
nmegahertz and negabytes.

Rasoul reacts. Meanwhile, Danni backs out of the store.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
But if | had noney... this would be
t he nodel. No question. You need
to close a sale, just send them
over to the lawer by the nen’s
room 1’|l give an affidavit.

(bright smle)

Thank you so nuch, Rasoul

And with that, she dashes out of the store, |eaving Rasou
staring after her, annoyed.

I NT. THE MALL -- SHAKE N SNACKS -- MOMENTS LATER - DAY (D4)
Danni waves the docunent at Kaz, excited..

DANNI
My first conplaint!

| NT. OLI VER SACHS OFFI CE -- DAY (D6)

AQiver is at his desk, working on his conmputer. Danni barges
in, Aiver’s Secretary follow ng behind.

SECRETARY
Wait, you can’t just --

DANNI
"1l only be a m nute.

A iver |ooks up. Danni slaps the conplaint dowm on his desk

OLl VER
VWhat’'s this?
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DANNI
A copy of the conplaint.
(then)
You were right. One, you have to be
prepared to sue. Two, yes people
lie. And | even have a three.

(then)
Don't underestimate your opponent.
I"mpoor, | got nothing to | ose.

(smles, then)
See you in court.

And of f Danni, triunphant...

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
INT. THE MALL -- JEZELBEL'S CLOTHI NG STORE -- DAY (D7)

Kaz tries on the pair of red shoes she’'s been coveting.
They’ d | ook good on a hooker. She |oves them She talks to
Danni -- who is in a dressing room

KAZ
Oh ny god, these shoes. They're
i ke hooker hot.
(then)
How s it going in there?

DANNI (Q.C.)
| feel like a tool.
KAZ

Cone out.

A beat, then Danni emerges. She |ooks the nost conservative
she’s I ooked in a pin-striped suit. But she is by no nmeans

conservative. Her skirt is still short, her boobs are stil
t here.
DANNI
How do | | ook?
KAZ
(sol emly)
Li ke an uptight bitch.
DANNI
(touched)
Yeah?
KAZ
Total ly.
Danni grins...

EST. SHOT -- COURTHOUSE
| NT. COURTROOM -- DAY (D7)

Danni is seated next to So Yoon. Across the aisle, diver
sits beside M. and Ms. Wnkler. Charlotte is his second
chair, |ooking as condescending as ever. |In the galley, Lisa
is sitting next to Kaz. Kaz |ooks very excited. She has her
canera. The BAILIFF (male, 30's, clean-cut) is near the

st and.

BAI LI FF
Al rise.
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Everyone in the courtroom stands. JUDGE M LES OTTENTHORPE
(65, grey-haired, old-fashioned, hunorless) enters.

BAI LI FF ( CONT’ D)
The Honor abl e Judge M| es
O tent hor pe presiding.

Judge Otenthorpe sits.

BAI LI FF ( CONT’ D)
You may be seat ed.
(once everyone sits)
In the matter of So Yoon Rhee
versus Janes and Kat heri ne W nkl er,
we have Daniella Low nski
representing the plaintiff...

Kaz starts to clap. Danni turns to her, nortified. The
Judge gl ares. Oops. Kaz stops. The Bailiff continues.

BAI LI FF ( CONT’ D)
And A iver Sachs for the defense.

A iver stands up

QLI VER
Your honor, 1'd like to nove to
dism ss the case. M. Rhee is an
illegal immgrant and | acks proper
standi ng; she can’'t bring a case to
this court.

DANNI

(st andi ng)
That is so untruel

The Judge | ooks at her. Danni sits, enbarrassed.

DANNI ( CONT’ D)
Sorry.

JUDGE OTTENTHORPE
I's your client here illegally?

Danni stands up.

DANNI
Yes, your Honor.

Danni sits down in her chair.

JUDGE
Then she’'s commtted a crine.
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st ands agai n.

DANNI
Yes, your Honor. Technically.

sits.

JUDGE
Either sit or stand, you re making
Me nervous.

stands, then sits, then stands again.

DANNI
I’msorry. Whi ch woul d you
prefer?
(then, still standing)
Never m nd
(then)

Your Honor, the Wnklers told So
Yoon they were sponsoring her which
constitutes a prom ssory --

QLI VER
hj ection your honor. Heresay.
(pointed to Danni)
Qovi ousl y.

glares at him

DANN
It doesn’t even matter.

JUDGE OTTENTHORPE
Excuse nme?

DANN
It really doesn’t matter whether or
not they prom sed to sponsor her.
In a finding in May, 2005, a 2nd
District Court of Appeals in
California said federal immgration
statutes don’t preenpt state | aws
gover ni ng wor kers' conpensati on
And they were clearly drawi ng on
Mendoza v Monnmout h Recycling Corp
in which the court found that
illegal aliens are eligible to sue
to enforce contracts and redress
civil wongs. Which nakes sense.
I nean, think about it.

( MORE)
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DANNI ( CONT' D)
If an illegal inmmgrant can' t sue,
t hen what are they supposed to do
i f someone goes psycho on then?

The Judge starts to respond. Anticipating that he will rule

agai nst her, Danni continues, inpassioned:

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
Your Honor, they’'d be powerl ess,
and our laws need to | ook out for
t he weak, not just the powerful!

JUDGE OTTENTHORPE
Are you done?

DANNI
(alittle enbarrassed)
Yes. | am

JUDGE OTTENTHORPE
(nods, then)
Mot i on deni ed.

DANNI
(thrilled, shocked)
Are you serious?
(of f his | oo0k)
Sorry, your Honor. Thank you, your
Honor .

He nods. Then:

JUDGE OTTENTHORPE
Are you prepared to make an opening
statenment, Ms. Low nski?

DANNI
| am Yes.

She | ooks at So Yoon, gives her a confident smle. Then,
takes a deep breath. ..

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
This case i s about hol ding peopl e
accountable. So Yoon Rhee cane to
Anerica to be close to her only
daughter. Yes, she entered this
country illegally -- like so many
others -- but she was determined to
wor k hard, pay her way, and
eventual |y beconme a citizen of this
great nation.

( MORE)

she
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DANNI ( CONT' D)
She got a job as the Wnkler’s
housekeeper and she worked ni ne
hours a day, forty-five hours a
week. In two years, she never
arrived late. She never left
early. She didn't take sick days,
she didn't take vacations. And she
did all this for less than the
m ni rum wage. Because So Yoon,
i ke so many ot hers, had no choi ce.
(dramatical |l y)
And then, she got injured at the
W nkl er’ s house, noving heavy
furniture. And when she told Ms.
W nkl er that she was unable to
work... what did Ms. Wnkler do?
(heavy pause)
She fired her. Not only is that...
(glaring at Ms. Wnkler)

Totally mean... it’s also illegal
(then)

In Illinois, workers’ comnpensation

is not an option. It’'s a

requi rement. Wiich is why we ask
that you find for the plaintiff and
order the Wnkler’s to conpensate
So Yoon for her injuries and | ost
wages, including nedical bills.
Furthernmore, we ask that you find
the Wnklers liable for the
intentional infliction of enotional
di stress

(then, w th meaning)
And trust nme, there’s been |ots of
enoti onal distress.

A beat, then Danni sits down, feeling pretty good about
herself. So Yoon smles at her.

JUDGE OTTENTHORPE
M. Sachs?

A iver stands up. Then, a little bored:

CLI VER
So Yoon cane by the defendant’s
house a handful of tinmes to water
their plants. The defendants didn't
enpl oy her as a housekeeper and she
did not sustain the injury on their

property.

He sits. Danni reacts. That's it? He isn't even taking
this seriously enough to nmake a proper speech!
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smles at her. ©Ch, she hates his snug smle!
Meanwhi |l e, the Judge turns to Danni.

JUDCGE OTTENTHORPE
You may call your first w tness.

I NT. COURTROOM -- M NUTES LATER - DAY (D7)

M guel

is nowin the witness chair. Danni

exam ning him

Danni

DANNI

And how often do you take care of

the Wnkler’s | awn?

M GUEL

has started

Three days a week. | do the whole

street. The Wnklers, they like

short grass.

DANNI

Gotcha. And how | ong have you been

keeping their grass short?

M GUEL

Un..like four years. Sonething

l'i ke that?

DANNI
Excel | ent .
(then)

And do you know ny client, So Yoon

Rhee?

M GUEL
Yeah.

DANNI
You saw her at the Wnkler’'s?

CLI VER
bj ection. Leading the w tness.

JUDGE OTTENTHORPE
Sust ai ned.

DANNI
Where did you see her?

M GUEL
At the Wnkler’s house.

smles. This is going exactly according to plan.

42.



M guel

A beat.

DANNI

And how often did you see her
t here?

Once?

(
Every

(
VWhat ?

M GUEL

DANNI
as expect ed)
da- -
t hen, realizing what he
sai d)
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gl ances at diver, nervously. Then, he turns back

M GUEL

I think she was watering fl owers?

DANNI

bj ecti on your honor!

JUDGE OTTENTHORPE

You can’t object to your own
Wi t ness.

DANNI

But he’s lying! Tell themwhat you

told ne.

JUDGE OTTENTHORPE

Ms. Lowi nski --

DANNI

How you saw her every day

He’ s obviously just scared because
he doesn’t want to get fired.
(1 owering voice)

| told you,

it's i

Il egal --

JUDGE OTTENTHORPE

Ms. Lowi nski, please!
(to M guel)
Is that true? Are you afraid

they can’'t fire you

you' Il be fired if you tell the
truth?
M guel gl ances again at diver;

cont act . Danni

No.

sees this. Then:

M GUEL

t hey nake eye
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DANNI
But you told nme you knew her!

M GUEL
Yeah. Because you were so sexy --

DANNI
(gasps, outraged)
You friggin pervert! Wiy don't
you take your short little ding
dong and shove it up your --

JUDGE OTTENTHORPE
Order!  Oder!

And off his gavel, slamm ng down...

END OF ACT FOUR




ACT FI VE
| NT. BATHROOM STALL -- DAY (D7)
Danni sits on the toilet, her face streaked with tears.

KAZ (O C.)
Danni ?

Danni doesn’t answer, just blows her nose |oudly.

KAZ (O.C.) (CONT D
Danni, you can’t stay in there
forever.

DANNI
Why not ?

We | NTERCUT wit h:
I NT. LADIES ROOM -- QUTSI DE THE STALL -- SAME TI ME
Kaz is right outside the stall...

KAZ
Come on. It wasn't that bad.
nmean, it was bad, but it could ve
been way worse. Renmenber in ninth
grade when you | obbed all those f-
bonbs at M. Caparelli?

DANNI
I humliated nyself in front of the
j udge - -

KAZ

" m sure that kinda thing happens
all the tine.

DANNI
I got a thousand dollar fine. How
the hell am | gonna pay a thousand
dol l ar fine?

KAZ
When you wi n.

Danni takes this in. Then, quietly:

DANNI
You know, all this time I kept
telling nmyself, “you just need a
shot, once you get a shot, you'l
show everyone...”

( MORE)
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No answer.

No answer.

DANNI ( CONT' D)
(shakes her head, then)
Maybe I’ mjust not cut out for
this.

KAZ
Hey. You are not a quitter.
DANNI
Maybe | am
KAZ
You' re not. If you were a quitter,

you woul da quit al ready.

(then, firmy)
I know you better than anyone,
Danni. When your dad got laid off
and you had to go back to work at
t he salon and do | aw school at
ni ghts, did you give up?

KAZ ( CONT’ D)
No. You didn't. And how about
when you couldn’t get a lawfirmto
hire you. D d you give up then?

KAZ ( CONT’ D)
O course not. And when M.
Caparelli tried to get you
suspended for all those f-bonbs,
did you accept it?

Danni doesn’'t answer. Kaz conti nues.

A beat.

KAZ ( CONT’ D)
No friggin way! You went to
Princi pal G assneyer and told her
how M. Caparelli accused you of
cheating. And then you apol ogi zed
and you said you shouldn’t have
| ost your tenper, you shoul d have
just sued himfor... what was it
agai n?

Then, reluctantly:

DANNI
Def amation. And tortious
interference with a contract.

46.
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KAZ
Right! And at the end of the day,
t hat douchebag had to apol ogi ze to
youl!

Danni smles a little, renenbering. Kaz is firm

KAZ ( CONT' D)
You can do this, Danni. | believe
in you.

Kaz waits for a nonment. Has she gotten through to her
friend? Silence. And then, after an interm nable beat,
Danni opens the bathroomstall.

DANNI
(vul ner abl e)
Can you say that again? About
believing in ne?

Kaz | ooks her best friend in the eye.

KAZ
(meaning it)
| believe in you.

And of f Danni, touched...
I NT. THE MALL -- NAIL SALON -- DAY (D5)

A dejected Danni is sitting with an angry Lisa and an upset
So Yoon.

DANNI
Did you see Mguel staring at
Aiver? 1t’'s so obvious he
t hr eat ened- -

LI SA
Who cares. M guel said what he
said. And now we have to pay the
court costs, plus you! Do you know
how nuch | make an hour?

DANNI
W haven't | ost yet.

LI SA
Just guess. [|I'’mserious. You'll
hurl .
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DANNI
(snappi ng)
How nmuch do you think I make? And
you didn’t even notice |I haven't
started the cl ock!

Li sa | ooks away. Danni conposes herself. She turns to So
Yoon.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
There has to be soneone el se.
Didn’t you get to know any of the
Wnkler’s friends?

LI SA
Li ke they would testify--
DANNI
(ignores her, turns to So

Yoon)
| just need you to think. O
anyt hing. Anyone --

SO YOON
I’mtired, Danni.
Danni | ooks at her. |Indeed, she | ooks wi ped out. Dann
softens. ..

INT. THE MALL -- MASSAGE Kl OSK -- DAY (D7)

Danni and Lisa sit on massaging chairs while So Yoon |lies on
a table, getting nmassaged by new agey, crystal-wearing LARS.

LARS
(soot hing voi ce)
You're very tense. | need you to
rel ax.
DANNI
Not too nmuch. | need her to keep
t hi nki ng.
Lars | ooks at Danni
LARS
You' re the | awer, huh?
DANNI
(pl eased)

Yeah. You heard of ne?
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LARS
Passed your kiosk on the way to the
men’s room

(then)
Me? | could never be a | awyer.
hate arguing. | like to find

t hi ngs that connect us, not things
t hat break us apart.

DANNI
Good to know.
(to So Yoon)
Di d anyone el se see you?

No answer. So Yoon is enjoying her massage.

DANNI ( CONT' D)
So Yoon!

LARS
Sshh. Spa voice, please.

DANNI
W re in a nmall.

LARS
(I ow voi ce, calm
Physically, yes. W are.

Danni | ooks at him Physically? She rolls her eyes, then
starts speaking in a |l ow “spa” voice to So Yoon

DANNI
Okay, when | knew Marisa MKut chni k
was after ny boyfriend but she
woul dn’t admit it because she’'s a
lyi ng skank, | got her drunk on
wi ne coolers and acted like
didn’t think her extensions were
all ratty and you know what ?
Eventual | y, she cane cl ean.

Li sa and So Yoon are staring at her, confused.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
My point is, we just gotta find a
way to get Katherine to crack.
"1l go back with a D ctaphone and
see if | can trip her up --

LARS
(seem ngly apropros of
not hi ng)

( MORE)
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LARS( CONT' D)
You know, we had a housekeeper
growing up. M nomdidn’t pay her
well. Really bummed ne out.

DANN
I nteresting.
(to So Yoon)
Maybe if you cone with ne she’'ll --

LARS
Used to find these lists all around
t he house. “Natalia. Dust every
surface!” Never a “please”, never
a “thank you.” | kept telling nom

she was in a karm c hot zone, but
she didn’t listen. Then one day,

Natalia left her a note. “I |ove

your husband and I quit.” And she
ran off with ny father. Just like
that. |1’mnot gonna lie. It hurt.

I loved ny dad. And Natali a.
A beat as Danni stares at him Then:

DANN
What are you tal ki ng about ?

LARS
My mom And her |ists.

SO YOON
Kat herine leave lists too. No
“please!” No “thank you!”

Suddenly, Danni gets it...

DANN
Wait. She left you notes? Wth
t asks on thenf

So Yoon nods. Danni reacts. She glances at Lars who gives a
little smle.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
That's al nost a contract!
(to So Yoon)
Do you have thenf?

SO YOON
No. | throw away.

DANN
In the garbage?
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So Yoon nods. And off Danni, wheels spinning..
EXT. THE WNKLER S STREET -- DAY (D7)

Danni gets out of a taxi and hurries towards the Wnkler’s
house. A GARBAGE MAN is dragging the Wnkler’s trash can
towards his garbage truck

DANNI
Excuse ne.
(he stops)
H . How are you?

GARBAGE MAN
(conf used)
Good.

DANNI
Excel | ent .
(then, sweet)
There’s actually sonething | need
in that garbage can.

GARBAGE VAN
Sorry. ..

He continues to wheel the trash away.
DANNI
Wi t .
(then, alittle flirty)
Please. Can | have a little |ook?

GARBAGE MAN
(not noved)
No.

He keeps wal king. Danni is getting increasingly desperate.

DANNI
"1 pay!

Danni opens her purse, checking to see how nmuch cash she has.

DANNI ( CONT’ D)
Thirty...six dollars. And twenty-
seven cents?

(of f his incredul ous | ook)
I’msorry, that’s all | have. But
"1l pay nore. A hundred? | can
give you an |.0O U

( MORE)
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DANNI ( CONT' D)
And anyt hi ng you want as

collateral, it’s just so inportant,
it has to do with ny job --

GARBAGE MAN
Look lady, | don’t want your noney.
I just want to do ny job. Picking
up these garbage cans.

Danni is desperate. A beat, then she pushes the garbage can
over; garbage spills out onto the street. He |ooks at her,
surpri sed.

DANNI
What if there’s garbage on the
street? |s picking up garbage on
the street part of your job?

He stares at her a beat. Then:

GARBAGE MAN
No. It’s not.
(then)
Have fun

Wth that, he heads away, junping onto the side of the truck,
signalling the driver to drive. As the truck noves towards
t he next house, Danni begins to | ook through the trash..

I NT. WNKLER HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY (D7)

Katherine Wnkler is in the kitchen. She takes a pot of tea
of f the burner and brings it over to the counter where she’s
set out a cup and saucer. As she pours herself a cup of tea,
she | ooks out her kitchen wi ndow and spi es Danni going

t hrough her trash. She reacts, upset, and picks up the
phone. After a beat:

KATHERI NE
(i nto phone)
That horrible |lawer is going
t hrough ny gar bage!

EXT. THE WNKLER S STREET -- SAME TIME - DAY (D7)

Danni continues to furiously root through the Wnkler’s
gar bage. Kat herine conmes out, on the phone with diver

KATHERI NE
What are you doi ng? GCet out of
her e.
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DANNI
Not until 1’ve found what |’ m
| ooki ng for.

KATHERI NE

(i nto phone)

She’ s | ooki ng for sonet hing!
(after a beat, to Danni)
That’ s ny personal property and

you're not allowed --

DANNI
(whi |l e searchi ng)
Tell M. Sachs it was on the
Street. California v G eenwood.
There’s no reasonabl e expectation
of privacy.

KATHERI NE
(i nto phone)
She sai d sonet hing about California
versus G eenwood?
(a beat, then)
Yes, it was on the street! But
it's still mne!

Meanwhi | e, Danni has found one of Ms. Wnkler’s |ists.

DANNI
Yes! Yes! Wth a date even!
(reads)
So Yoon. Cean cupboards. Dust
everywhere. Cl ean wi ndows --

Kat herine realizes what Danni’s found. As Danni reads, she
hangs up the phone, advancing towards her..

DANNI ( CONT’ D)
(readi ng note)
Change sheets in guest room --

And before Danni knows what’s happened, Katherine conmes from
behind and rips the note fromher hand. Danni |eaps to her
feet and runs after, grabbing the note back.

KATHERI NE
G ve that back to nel!

DANNI
Not a chance!

Danni starts off. A beat, then Katherine pounces on her,
physically going after the notel
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KATHERI NE
It’s mne --

DANNI
(shocked)
Get off of nme --

The two wonen start to westle with one another; Katherine is
trying to grab the note, Danni is protecting it fiercely.
Garbage is flying everywhere. Things get increasingly
heat ed. .. and scrappy.

KATHERI NE
You sl ut --

She bites Danni’s hand.

DANNI
Oow

Kat herine tackles her to the ground... Danni tries to free
hersel f.

DANNI ( CONT’ D)
(huffing and puffing)
You crazy bitch!

KATHERI NE
Gve it back --

DANNI
No!

She manages to wiggle free of Katherine. But Katherine
grabs her leg and won't |let go. Danni kicks but Katherine
hangs on. Danni’s had enough! She |eans forward, tackling
Kat herine! The two wonmen are now rolling back and forth, out
of breath, when we hear POLI CE S| RENS.

They | ook up and see a Police Car parked, a STERN OFFI CER
(30’s, no-nonsense) staring dowmn at them Of Danni... crap

END OF ACT FI VE
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ACT SI X
EXT. THE WNKLER S STREET -- MOMENTS LATER -- DAY (D7)
Danni and Kat herine are being reprimnded by the officer.
OFFI CER
I’mgoing to let you off with a

warning. But | want you two to
stay away from each ot her

DANNI KATHERI NE
W will, absolutely. O course, thank you sir.
DANNI
Il just be going now See you,
Ms. Wnkler.

She smles, waving the list a little, and then heads down the
street, towards the bus stop. Katherine watches her go,
seething... but unable to do anything about it because the
policeman is right there. Of Danni, victorious..

| NT. COURTROOM -- DAY (D8)

The nood is very different. Danni and So Yoon | ook happy.

A iver |ooks serious. Charlotte |ooks |ike she wants to
vom t. The Wnklers | ook incredibly chagrined. The Judge is
sitting on the bench. He addresses Qi ver

JUDGE OTTENTHORPE
It is ny understanding that you’ ve
reached a settl enent.

A iver stands.

QLI VER
W have, your Honor. M clients
have agreed to pay So Yoon's
nedi cal expenses, as well as $8, 640
in |lost wages and...

He gl ances at Danni who can hardly contain herself. She
nout hs the nunber as he says it.

OLI VER ( CONT’ D)
Twenty-five thousand dollars for
intentional infliction of enotional
di stress.

So Yoon grins. Danni couldn’t be nore proud.
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I NT. COURTHOUSE -- HALLWAY -- M NUTES LATER -- DAY (D8)

Danni is wal king down the hall with So Yoon and Lisa. She
spots Aiver talking to the Wnklers.

DANNI
Il neet you outside.

The Rhees nod. Danni wal ks over to diver

DANNI ( CONT' D)
Qiver. A word?

He | ooks at her surprised. Then he nods and follows her down
the hallway. Once they are out of earshot, Danni stops.

CLI VER
VWl | done, Daniella.
DANNI
We need to talk.
CLI VER
Agreed. Over dinner?
DANNI
(genui nel y shocked)
VWhat ?  No.
(then)
You knew they were lying. And you
| et them
CLI VER

| represented them They were ny
clients. And why won’t you have
di nner with nme?

DANNI
‘Cause | don’t like you --

CLI VER
See, | think you do.

DANNI
Even if | did -- which I don't -- |
woul dn’t go out with you. Not
after the way you handled this
case --

QLI VER
Wiy are you so upset? You won.



He sm | es,

And with that, she heads down the hall, head held high.
A iver watches her go. He looks a little concerned.

DANNI
I’ mupset because | believe in the
lawl | believe | aws protect

peopl e’ s unalienable rights. And I
believe in presenting facts --
facts -- and then letting those
facts be interpreted by our
judicial system And it m ght have
taken me a while to finish | aw
school, but | studied really hard.
So | know | awyers are not all owed
to purposely mslead the court.

Whi ch you did.

still charnmed by her. Then
oLl VER

Is that all?
DANNI

No. It’snot. I'mfiling a

conpl ai nt agai nst you with the

state bar for unethical conduct.
(smles, then)

That's all.

he underesti mated Danni after all.

INT. THE MALL -- SHAKE N SNACKS -- DAY (D8)

Kaz is cleaning out the mlkshake machi ne.

DANNI (Q.C.)
Excuse ne, M ss?
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Per haps

Kaz turns to see Danni standing there, holding a shopping
bag. She hands it to Kaz.

KAZ
VWhat’'s this?

DANNI
Thanks for believing in ne.

Kaz reacts, touched.

Kaz grins.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
(war ni ng)
Don’t get all nushy...

Danni notions to the box.
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DANNI ( CONT' D)
Open it.

Kaz opens it and finds... the red shoes she wanted! She
reacts, really excited.

KAZ
Shut the F up!

And of f Danni, happy to see her friend so happy...
I NT. THE MALL -- MASSAGE Kl OSK -- DAY (D7)
Danni approaches Lars who i s packing away his suppli es.

DANNI
How was your day?

LARS
Massaged a man with nore hair on
hi s back than you have on your
head. Taught ne tol erance. How
was your day?

DANNI
Very good actually. | won.

LARS
Hey! Nice job.

She hol ds out an envel ope.

LARS ( CONT’ D)
VWhat’'s this?

DANNI
Your cut. It was a good idea.

Wth that, she wal ks away. O f Lars, pleased.
I NT. THE MALL -- JB'S COWUTER STORE -- DAY - DAY (D8)

Danni approaches Rasoul. He is standing behind the counter.
When he sees Danni, he immedi ately stiffens.
RASOUL
Payi ng custoners only.
DANNI
Look, I'’m sorry about before.

She hol ds out an envel ope. He |ooks at it suspiciously.
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RASQOUL
VWhat’'s that?

DANNI
A hundred bucks.
(then)
I’d like to rent your printer.

RASOUL
| have printers here that cost a
hundr ed bucks.

DANNI
But not really good ones. Wth
ni ce deep bl acks. You know how
feel about gray-bl acks.
(then)

Plus, 1’ m gonna need copies from
time to tine. Not to nention a
hi gh-speed i nternet connection --

RASOUL
(skeptical)
Whi ch you want to rent?

DANNI
Cotta keep ny overhead down.
(then)
So what do you say? A hundred
bucks a nont h.

RASOUL
I’d have to run it by the owner

DANNI
Ckay. You run it by himthen.

Meanwhi | e, the fax machi ne on Rasoul’s desk starts ringing
and a page is spit out.

DANNI  ( CONT’ D)
Oh. That's for ne.

She grabs the paper.

DANNI ( CONT’ D)
And ask hi m how he feels about the
occasi onal fax.

Wth that, she heads out. Rasoul watches her go. And then,
he allows a small smle. It seens, despite hinself, he's a
bit smtten by Danni..
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I NT. DANNI’S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT (N8)
Danni sits with her dad on the couch, watching the Wite Sox.

DANNI
Man, we just need Carlos Quentin to
have a big rebound year...

aUs
Don’t get your hopes up.

A REPAI RVAN comes out of the kitchen, carrying a tool box.

GUS ( CONT’ D)
You able to fix the stove?

REPAI RVAN
Nah, couldn’t. Sorry sir.

@Qus shakes his head, annoyed. Meanwhile Danni grabs her
purse and | eads the Repairman out of the living room

I NT. DANNI"S APARTMENT -- ENTRY WAY -- NI GHT (N8)
Once they are out of earshot:

DANNI
You sure it won't work?

REPAI RVAN
Cut the connection. No power.

DANNI
G eat. How nuch?

REPAI RVAN
Eh, just give ne thirty bucks.

She does. He exits. Danni heads back to the living room
I NT. DANNI’S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT (N8)

As she enters:

aUs

You didn’'t pay him did you?
DANNI

No, Dad.
aUs

(shaki ng his head)
So we gotta get a new oven, huh?
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DANNI
Yeah, well, we can’t afford a new
one right now.

She sits back down on the couch. A beat, then:

aUs
Sent out ny resune to a few pl aces
today. Hopefully I'Il get a couple
of bites.

DANNI

Yeah. Hopefully.

(then, re: tv)
Gordon Beckham better step up,
that’s all I"'msayin’. You in the
nood for pizza?

QUS
Do big shot |awers eat pizza?
DANNI
Just don’t spread it around.
Danni picks up her phone starts to dial. Gus |ooks at her.
QUS
Danni ?

(she | ooks at him
Your nom..she’ d be real proud of
you.

DANNI
Thanks Dad.

And off this enotional nonent...
EST SHOT: the sun rises over the nmall...
I NT. THE MALL - DANNI'S KIOSK -- THE NEXT MORNI NG - DAY (D9)

The mall is slowy but surely comng to life. W see our
cast of characters setting up. And last of all, we find
Danni. She is taping sonething to her |arge sandw ch board
sign. She snmooths it down. Then stands back. Her sign
still reads: “Expert Legal Advice. $1 a Mnute!” But
underneath that it now reads: "100% of Cases Wn!”

She | ooks across the floor to Kaz at Shake ‘n Snacks. Kaz
gives her a thunbs up. Danni grins. Then, she sits behind
her desk. And waits, optim stically, for her next case...



END OF SHOW
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