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THE DEAD ZONE

"VALLEY OF THE SHADOW

RECAP
We establish the introduction of Geg Stillson, the sexual
Iiai son between Johnny and Sarah, Purdy's recruitnment of
Johnny and of course, ending with Arnmageddon.
FADE TO:
TEASER
BLACK SCREEN
FAN MAN (V. Q)
There's no doubt in ny mnd that
Johnny Smith is the real thing..
FADE | N:
CLCSE- UP - FAN MAN
t he nerdy Johnny expert from "Unreasonabl e Doubt" shot
with nelodramatic lighting a la a quickie segnment on a
sci fi 'reality' magazi ne show. ..
FAN MAN (V. Q)
...perhaps even the next link in
t he chain of human evol ution.

Dar k and suspenseful nusic enphasi zes the statenent and
|l eads us into the transition as we cut to:

LOW BUDGET DOCUMENTARY STYLE FOOTAGE

Cleaves MIIls establishing shot in sepia... push into a
year book to see a school shot of Johnny Smth... close-
ups of a lone pair of ice skates on the ice... the narrator

is afamliar voice (i.e. Jonathan Frakes or Peter
Graves). ..

NARRATOR (TV)
Cleaves MIls, Maine. The young
son of Vera and Herbert Smth was
an ' A" student... popular... and
a heckuva ice skater. But it was
a skating accident on the
nei ghbor hood ice pond that led to
the first chapter in the saga of
Johnny Smth...



DEAD ZONE: VALLEY OF THE SHADOW - TEASER - 10/4/02 - PNK

CLOSE- UP ON A 401 SH FAT GUY

The inmage slightly pixilated as we begin a sl ow PULL BACK

FAT QUY

He was out cold on the ice. |
heard hi msay "Just |leave it
there." | didn't know what it
meant. | had to go over to pick
up nmy hockey stick when | fel
t hrough the ice.

(1 aughs, shakes his

head)
| should have left it there..
i ke Johnny said, you know?

We now understand that this is on television... and as we
continue the show, we see it being watched in a quick
nmont age of | ocations --

-- AG/M

exerci sers on machines w th headphones on wat chi ng. .
-- A BOALI NG ALLEY

on a set over by the snack bar..

-- AN ELECTRONI CS STORE

on nultiple sets... custoners studying the set...

On the TV screen: nore photos of Johnny, (now M chael
Hal 1) growi ng up (Breakfast C ub age and beyond)... the
school he went to... newspaper clippings about hockey
heroi cs, science fair awards...

NARRATOR (TV)
Johnny overcane sone adol escent
probl ens at school to becone a
| eader anong his fellow students.
And in his junior year at C eaves
MIls H gh, he won the Penobscot
County science fair with his
incredible fiddler crab farm
exhibit...

INT. SHERIFF'S OFFI CE - N GHT
Fi ndi ng another TV set on... and DANA BRI GHT sitting on a

desk watching, a reporter's notebook in her hand. A
scruffy BIKER TYPE, handcuffed to a nearby chair, watches

as well. A couple of deputies nove about in the b.g.
Dana | ooks at the TV set evenly, with sone hurt in her
eyes... she talks aloud to herself...

( CONTI NUED)

2.
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CONTI NUED:

DANA
The fiddler crab farm.. he never
told me about the fiddler crab
farm.. how could he keep that
fromnme?

Bl KER
You know t he guy?

Dana turns to him having briefly forgotten he was there.
Here she is, a Friday night, having a conversation with a
manacl ed dirtbag. She smles to herself, turns back to

t he set.

DANA
| used to.

Used to? VWat's that all about?

NARRATOR (TV)
And all through high school, there
was a girl... a pretty dark haired
girl named Sarah. ..

Dana' s eyes narrow. ..

| NT. BANNERMAN HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS
Cl ose on Johnny Junior...

JOHNNY JR.
Hey, Mom It's youl

Finding himin front of a TV set... in the background, we
see the trappings of a canpaign for Walt's re-el ection,
banners, buttons, signs... Sarah noves to the set and
it's one of those horrible nonments when there is no right
thing to do - she can't turn off the set, that woul d be
too weird, and too suspicious... but her son is watching
this stuff too... and she doesn't know what he m ght be

t hi nking. She settles on standi ng and watchi ng next to
JJ, an unconfortable smle on her face, biting her |ower
lip... arnms folded around her mddle in protective body

| anguage. ..

The docunentary now shows Johnny and Sarah through the
ages together... as kids, her yearbook picture in high
school, dressed for the prom eighties clothes at a disco

party. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

NARRATOR (TV)

Sarah Bracknell was literally the
girl next door... the class
nmusi ci an who organi zed the schoo
talent shows... friends say they
were inseparable... except for a
brief time in ninth grade after
Johnny reportedly got fresh with
her at a |ocal novie theater as

t hey watched "Return of the

Jedi ". ..
SARAH
(unconfortable, re:
pi ctures)
Were did they get all this..
stuff...?
Finding Walt's arm novi ng around her shoul der to see he's
wal ked over to join his famly... his touch cuts like a
knife... she glances at himand smles, enbarrassed for
themall... their eyes turn back to the TV set..

| NT. BRUCE' S APARTMENT - CONTI NUOUS
The TV set is on here now too.

NARRATOR (TV) (CONT' D)
But the fight didn't last |ong
and the young coupl e soon were
seen hol di ng hands toget her

again... it wuld take a tragic
turn of events to rip those hands
apart. ..

The picture shows stock footage of lightning and rain and
a subjective view through w ndshield w pers... grimnusic
presages what's going to happen..

BRUCE' S DATE (0. S.)
VWhat's he really Iike?

Movi ng back to see Bruce's apartnent for the first tine,
nodest, confortable with eastern cultural touches..
finding Bruce on the couch with a very affectionate girl
snuggling up against him.. in fact, we may be surprised
to see that it's the sane volunteer girl KATIE we saw
screwing Geg Stillson... and we m ght wonder if she's
here as a true date or as sone kind of spy...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
BRUCE
(shakes his head at
all this)

"1l tell you what he's not.

He's not the next link in the
evol utionary chain. He's... just
a guy. Just Johnny Smth.

He watches the TV set with disdain, worried about Johnny...

KATI E
l'd like to neet himsometi ne.
You think he mght, you know. ..

BRUCE
(teasing)
Touch you? What nan woul dn't?

KATI E
(smles)
|''m serious.

BRUCE
(beat, grim
Johnny isn't telling fortunes
t hese days.

"Not telling fortunes these days'? Wat the hell that is

all about. ..

NARRATOR (TV)
June 5, 1995... Route 6... Johnny
Smth | eaves Sarah and is on his
way to the video store in the
near-by townshi p of Lagrange. A
truck driver nanmed Gus Bell is on
Route 6 that night as well... he
has been driving all day...

The set pushes in on a famly snapshot of the truck
driver. ..

NARRATOR ( TV)

...and is having trouble staying
awake. . .

I NT. STILLSON S CAMPAIGN BUS - THE TV

is on there too... now showi ng news footage of the
aftermath of the accident... the car being towed back up
inthe road as we saw in Destiny... Purdy's interview

starts voice over and then cuts to on canera...

( CONTI NUED)

5.
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CONTI NUED:
PURDY (TV)
| was the one who had to tell his
mother... | rushed Vera to the
hospital ... Sarah, Johnny's
fiancée, was there... Vera and

Sarah cried in each other's arms...
(beat, a tear forms)

And t hen of course, the doctor

came out and told us the news...

that... that Johnny was in a

cConma. ..

Fi ndi ng GREG STI LLSON AND SONNY ELLI MAN wat chi ng as they
wor k on a canpai gn speech. .

STI LLSON
That is one odd coupl e: Gene Purdy
and his freak of nature...

SONNY
That freak of nature is going
around aski ng questi ons about
you.

Stillson reacts..

STI LLSON
Questions. Wat kind of questions?

SONNY
The wrong ki nd.

As Stillson wonders why Johnny Smth woul d be investigating
him ..

NARRATOR (TV)
The doctors said he woul d never

regai n consci ousness... and Johnny
Smith's long night's journey | asted
Si X years...

OM TTED
I NT. SM TH HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Another TV is on, but this tinme the couch is enpty. No
one's wat chi ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

NARRATOR (TV)
Meanwhi l e the world kept
spinning... his nother would pass
away. .. Sarah would marry the
county sheriff Walter T. Bannernman
and have a child... and then the
i npossi bl e happened. .

ELAI NE (TV)
| was about to give himhis sponge
bath like | did every norning..
except this tinme, he suddenly
grabbed ny arm and yel |l ed
"Sonething's wong!"...

Phot os of the house on fire and the rescue of the little
girl appear on the docunentary... Canmera scopes the
unfi ni shed CHESS GAME on Johnny's coffee table, next to
an UNFI Nl SHED MEAL, then noves on, finding a DOOR we've
never seen before, a stairway |eading down.

ELAINE TV (TV, OS.)
He said ny house was on fire..
and ny little girl...
(enmotional beat)
| owe her life to him.. | thank
God for Johnny Smth...

NARRATOR (TV, O S.)
But that was only the beginning..

The sound fades as we descend into --

I NT. SM TH HOUSE - BASEMENT - NI GHT ( CONTI NUQUS)

Ad furniture and clutter dating back fifty years has

been augnmented by several new conputer boxes. A DSL cable
snakes to a flatscreen nonitor, on which JOHNNY is studying
an ol d newspaper story about Stillson with the headline,
"Inmproprieties Alleged in Shady Pines Deal ."

The story spits out of a printer, and Johnny takes it to

a BI G BULLETIN BOARD. About a third is covered with
material on Stillson; |ess on Purdy.

( CONTI NUED)
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Alone in the center: an aerial shot of the Wshi ngton
Monunent .

Johnny eyes the board for a beat as he sifts through a

BOX of brightly colored PLASTIC PUSH PINS. He chooses a
red one, then tacks the printout to the board as the SOUND
of the TV show FADES UP, taking us to our final stop

I NT. A SMALL DARK ROOM - CLOSE ON A PORTABLE B&W TV/ VCR 11

Pl ugged into an AC jack. On the screen, reporters chase
afterdJohnny in the aftermath of the "Quality of Life"
epi sode. . .

NARRATOR (TV)
As he perforned one amazing feat
after another, his reputation
rew... and so did the nunber of
is detractors..

The TV sits on a workbench beside a ness of electronic
conponents. A man is putting itens in a backpack. At
first, we don't see his face, just his gl oved hands and

the items: GLASS CUTTERS, a roll of CT TAPE, a STUN
GUN. But as he checks the charge on this last itembefore
zi pping the bag... we can see his face is covered with a

sheer stocking type nmask. .

On the TV, real-life psychic debunker, JAVMES RANDI ,
appears. ..

JAMVES RANDI (TV)
Johnny Smith is no different than
any of the other charl atans who
hoodwi nk and take advantage of

eople. [|'ve publicly challenged
imto prove his powers and haven't
heard back. [|'mnot surprised.

NARRATOR (TV)
Com ng up: Johnny Smth predicts
a deadly fire at a high schoo
graduation party... and sone pay
the price for not believing...

Atitle card with a dramatic picture of Johnny holds the
frame for a beat... the man's gloved fingertip brushes
Johnny's face, then turns off the set. W hear a netal
door open and close, as the roomrocks slightly, and we
realize this little workshop is in the back of a van.
Then all is quiet.

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE
FADE | N:

I NT. H GH SCHOOL GYM - DAY - AN ELECTRONI C SCOREBQARD 12

D spl ays "Meet the Candi dates Day" as ball oons float by.
TILT DOMN to find a famliar small-town event underway:
part canpaign rally, part Fourth of July picnic.

Camera sketches the scene: giggling LITTLE G RLS painting
flags on each other's cheeks... a TRIO of w zened WV I

VETS, in full VFWregalia, parlaying with TWO VI ETNAM

VETS in faded fatigue jackets... a high school guy flirting
with a pretty volunteer... a HEFTY MAN toting a plate

| oaded with fried chicken. Over which, we hear:

STI LLSON (LOUD SPEAKER)
Washi ngton has becone a town of
shel | ganes and spin doctors who
shoot off fireworks but don't
ever get anything done. W need
action. W need nore jobs. W
need better education. W need a
systemof justice that will not
fail the people. W need God
back in the pledge of allegiance.

A huge cheer erupts... finding Geg Stillson at a podium.
STI LLSON
We've got to put the country back
in the hands of the people. 1In

pl ain Mai ne speaking, it's tine
to take out the trash

Sarah is standing near the stage holding a CLI PBOARD, a

"Bannerman for Sheriff" button on her blouse... she watches
Stillson, carefully listening... and she reacts to the
overwhel m ng ent husiasmof the crowd... turns and notices --

ANGLE - FAVORI NG HER POV OF JOHNNY

in his dark coat, standing at the back of the crowd,
studying the candidate... his eyes neet hers briefly...
but Sarah deliberately breaks eye contact w thout
acknow edgenent, there's a definite chill between them
and she turns back to the speech...

STI LLSON
| love this country. | trust the
God-fearing people of this country.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 12

STI LLSON ( CONT' D)

We know t he principles on which
this country was founded and we're
sick and tired of those principles
being violated by the guys with
the hundred dollar haircuts in
Washi ngton... who don't fear God..
who don't fear anyone..

More cheers... and finding Bruce noving up behind Johnny. ..

STI LLSON ( CONT' D)
Well, they better fear Geg
Stillson because the day of
reckoning is near... Geg Stillson
is comng to Washi ngt on.

As Stillson continues..

BRUCE
How did I know | was gonna find
you here?

Johnny | ooks around. .

JOHNNY
Hey, Bruce.

STI LLSON
You and ne, we own this country.
It belongs to us. It's tineto
take it back! M nane is Geg
Stillson and | hope you'll send

nme to Congress.

The cheers swell and Stillson waves and takes it in for a
moment. .. he does not see Johnny.

BRUCE
You understand you're turning
into a regul ar stal ker?

Johnny just watches Stillson taking his bows...

BRUCE
You're giving up your life for
this thing.

JOHNNY

This "thing' has a fairly high
priority, don't you think?

( CONTI NUED)
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12 CONTI NUED: (2) 12
BRUCE
| just don't like what it's doing
to you.
JOHNNY
(quietly)
"' m fine.
BOY
Johnny. .. catch!
Johnny turns to see a boy about thirteen passing hima
basketball... he catches it in md-turn..
BOY

Qur teanis playing Brewer tonorrow.
Can you tell who's gonna w n?

Johnny grins at the kid, rubs the basketball Iike a crystal
ball... takes a beat...
JOHNNY
No. And | wouldn't tell you if |
coul d.

Then passes it back..

J OHNNY
Good | uck.
BOY
(smles)

Thanks, Johnny.

Johnny smles... but Bruce studies himseriously... Johnny
| ooks at him holds a poker face to hide whatever it is
he's feeling...

BRUCE

(poi nt ed)
Yeah. You're fine.

ANGLE ON STI LLSON

nmoving off the stage... shaking sone hands of his
entourage... including Katie, the volunteer girl we saw
with Bruce... they're telling himwhat a great speech it

was, they |love you, Geg, great going. Stillson has heard
all that before fromthese people so he naturally turns

to sonmeone he hasn't heard it frombefore - the attractive
young woman with the Bannernman button..

( CONTI NUED)
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STI LLSON
What' d you thi nk?
SARAH
(smles)
Great response fromthe crowd.
STl LLSON
(smles)

That's not what | asked; come on,
let's hear it...

Easily and straightforward... she holds his eyes w thout
fear... this is a straight-tal king Maine woman, friendly
but clear:

SARAH

| think this routine plays well
for maybe a nmonth or two and then
you're in trouble if you don't
cone up with sonme real issues to
hang your hat on. | know these
peopl e, they're ny neighbors..
they' |l cheer for apple pie and
the American flag in your
speeches... but they won't vote
for you cone el ection day unless
you really have sonething to say..
and so far you don't.

Stillson is a good enough politician to naintain his
smle...

STl LLSON
Quch.

Stillson's entourage is offended, try to nove their
candi date out of this enbarrassing situation...

SONNY
Come on, Geg...

But he shrugs themoff...

STI LLSON

Banner man?
SARAH

Sheriff Walt. Want a button?
STI LLSON

You bet. He must be sone

candi dat e.

( CONTI NUED)

12.

12
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CONTI NUED:  ( 4)

SARAH
Yeah. He is. And he's ny husband.

Got it, Stillson says to hinself.

STI LLSON
See you on the canpaign trail

Now he |l ets them nove himaway... he | ooks very seriously
at Sonny on the nove. ..

STl LLSON
Fi nd out nore about her.

SONNY
Geg, she's the sheriff's wife..
this is one broad you don't give
your hotel key to..

STl LLSON
Fi nd out nore about her.

As Greg shakes a few hands, then a new hand grasps his
and Stillson | ooks up to see it belongs to Johnny...

STI LLSON
(reacts)
We neet agai n.
(1 ooks at their hands
connect ed)
How s ny future | ook these days?

JOHNNY
Not al ways so easy to tell.

Stillson breaks the handshake..

STI LLSON
(bl ow ng himoff)
Well, you just keep |ooking and
be sure to tell ne if you see
anyt hing interesting.

Pats him patronizingly on his shoulder... noves away...
and we nmay begin to realize that we haven't seen any
visions from Johnny... Johnny glances at the hand that

just shook hands with Stillson, then casually flexes it
once. ..

ANGLE

The volunteer girl Katie |ooks over and sees Bruce noving
over to Johnny and smles at him.. Bruce waves...

( CONTI NUED)

13.

12



12

13

DEAD ZONE: VALLEY OF THE SHADOW - ACT ONE - 10/4/02 - PNK

CONTI NUED: ( 5)
ANGLE W TH SARAH

Walt joining her... nervous..

WALT
God, | wwsh I had the gift of gab
i ke that guy, Stillson, huh...?

SARAH
You just go up there and be Walt
Bannerman - they know you, they
respect you... Ssone...
(leaning in to give

hi ma qui ck ki ss)
...even | ove you. Renenber the
civilian hotline, expanded drug
counseling... and eye contact,
remenber to nmake eye...

Walt's cell phone rings... he answers it...

VALT
Banner man.
(reacts)
VWhat 2! When. ..

Sarah reacts with concern..

WALT
Tell themI'll be there in twenty
mnutes. Better get the FBI in
on this...
(hangs up)
SARAH
FBI ?
WALT

Sonebody broke into the Markoff
estate last night and took their
little boy. 1've got to go.

As he | eaves, off Sarah's reaction..

CUT TO

I NT. PURDY'S OFFI CE - DAY

He's on his phone as an Al DE stands by.

( CONTI NUED)

14.

12
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PURDY
Yes, CGovernor, | know the famly
well... [I'mtaking the helicopter

up there now, they live up in the
north county away from just about

everything... we can only pray

that the boy is all right...
(beat)

O course. ...l"mgoing to do

everything | can to help. 1"l
call you as soon as | know
anyt hi ng. ..

He hangs up. Turns to the aide. Gim..

PURDY
Fi nd Johnny Smth.

I NT. SM TH HOUSE - DAY

As Bruce and Johnny enter..

BRUCE

A double date - it's sonething
new. Two guys, two girls, you
eat food sonetines, nmaybe see a
nmovie... that's short for noving
pi ctures...

(Johnny just shakes

his head, deep in

t hought)
Conme on, as a favor to ne... Katie
wants to neet you... and | know a

redheaded reporter who's wondering
why she hasn't heard fromyou for

awhi | e. .

JOHNNY
Not right now. ..

BRUCE
Not right now... there is no 'right
now for you, man... you're always
wrapped up in this Chicken Little
t hi ng. ..

JOHNNY

Chicken Little.

( CONTI NUED)

15.

13

14
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BRUCE
"The sky is falling?" And we all
know what happened to Chicken
Little.

JOHNNY
What happened to Chicken Little?

The phone rings. Johnny noves toward it.

BRUCE
| don't exactly renenber but |
think he met a Col onel ... whatever

it was, it wasn't good.

Johnny pi cks up the phone.

JOHNNY
Hel | o.

PURDY ( PHONE)
Johnny... | need you..

O f Johnny's reaction...

SVASH CUT TGO

A HELI COPTER DESCENDI NG - DAY - EXT. MARKOFF ESTATE 15

and as it conmes down, we reveal the incredible estate -

a small group of reporters and photographers have started
to arrive at the scene... there are several police officers
and cars visible as well...

Purdy is the first one out of the chopper, ducking down
bel ow the rotors, followed by Johnny... and this al nost
feels |like newsreel -style footage..

Purdy shakes hands with a couple of PUBLI C RELATI ONS
persons who work for the Markoffs... Purdy intros Johnny
in a scene we cannot hear due to the rotor blades noise..
Johnny | ooks tight sonehow, sone uncertainty in his eyes..

They nove toward the house...
Fi ndi ng Walt observi ng as Johnny approaches..

WALT
" mglad you're here.

Johnny just nods and follows the lead of the famly reps

toward the house... as he passes the reporters waiting
outside, start snapping his picture, turning video caneras

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

in his direction and calling his name, Johnny, Johnny,
over here... as he glances over, he sees --

ANGLE - DANA

anong them .. she throws hima half-grin of hello which
he returns... and we can sense he's unconfortable..

I NT. MARKOFF HOUSE - LI BRARY - DAY

One man's tasteful shrine to hinself, and to capital
There's a goodly nunmber of books, but what catches the
eye are sone celebrity photos -- Arthur Markoff posing
wth President Reagan, with Ted Turner (or Al an G eenspan,
or one or both Bushes) -- and a framed Fortune nagazi ne
cover photo of Markoff with the title: "The Lion of Wall
Street." There may be other icons of capitalism an
antique stock ticker, for exanple.

On a desk, a slick managenent phil osophy book w th anot her
pi cture of Markoff on the cover sits next to a franmed

pi cture of Markoff posing with his famly: his wife and
young CHRI STOPHER, si X. ..

PURDY (Q. S.)
He's been called the ' CEO of the
New M 11l enium' One of the few,
| m ght add, who nmanaged to survive
the recent Wall Street scandal s
relatively unscat hed.

Fi ndi ng Purdy adm ring one of the displays...

PURDY
Most peopl e have no idea what a
phil ant hropi st Arthur is... and
that's the way he wants it.
He's al ways been an extrenely
private man. That's why he noved
his famly up here.

Purdy sighs and tries to maintain his conposure... the
door opens... and Arthur enters... noving to him--
PURDY
Arthur...!
ARTHUR

|"msorry to keep you waiting..
| was with ny wfe..

Purdy enbraces him holds him.. Arthur (40s) is tall and
sl ender .

( CONTI NUED)

17.

15

16
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He's normally a brusque man, used to getting his way and
unused to personal suffering. Right now he's al nost

nunb. . .

PURDY
How i s Conni e hol di ng up?

And no one really knows what to say in a nonent |ike this,
even Purdy... it's surreal... a child has been taken, how

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

can we be here talking...? Arthur |ooks over Purdy's

shoul der at Johnny... who nods to him..

ARTHUR
They have her sedat ed.
(rmovi ng to Johnny)
"' m Arthur Markoff.

J OHNNY
John Smth, sir.

Mar kof f shakes his hand... |ooks at himevenly...

of skepticismin his eyes..

PURDY
This is the young man | spoke to
you about.

MARKCOFF
Yes. My wife will be pleased
when | tell her you' ve cone. She
believes in sone... things...
that | don't necessarily agree
with her about. But at a tine

like this...
PURDY
O course...
MARKCOFF
She saw sonet hi ng about you on
television last night... she says
you' ve hel ped the police before..
JOHNNY
|"ve tried, sir. | can't say it
al ways. ..
PURDY
|'ve seen Johnny do sone remarkabl e
things, Arthur. | truly believe

he's doing God's work.
MARKCOFF
(evenly, to Purdy)
What kind of God allows a child
to be taken fromhis famly?

That effectively ends the conversation..

( CONTI NUED)

a hint
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CONTI NUED: ( 3) 16

MARKCOFF
(after a beat)
"1l show you where he broke into

t he house.
| NT. HALLWAY/ STAI RS AS NEEDED 17
Mar kof f | eadi ng the way past police officials... including

VWalt who is talking to a black wonman in a business suit
with an FBI ID clipped to her breast pocket: This is
Speci al Agent GODDARD, a veteran with wary eyes and a
deadpan nmanner.

MARKCOFF
The police say the al arm system
was di sabl ed... obviously whoever
did this knew what they were
doing... we haven't received a
ransom note or any other form of
communi cation fromthe ki dnappers
yet. ..

As they nove out the back door..
GODDARD
Alittle early in the process to
be bringing in the lunatic fringe,
isn't it...

WALT
Wat ch and | earn.

The FBI agent cocks an eyebrow and foll ows WAlt outside..

EXT. MARKOFF HOUSE - DAY 18
And the foll ow ng sequence is done w thout dial ogue..

Johnny crouches by a cracked circle of glass that was cut

out of a nearby sliding glass door. There's an expectant
hush broken only by the clicking of canmera shutters.

| NTERCUTTI NG

ANGLES FROM LONG LENS CAMERAS SNAPPI NG

.and. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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NEWS CHOPPERS OVERHEAD SHOOTI NG VI DEO (VI DEO CAMERA ANGLES
APPEAR AS ' LI VE' VIDEQ). ..

Here he is again, the one and only Johnny Smth, front
and center, and the whole world is watching..

EXTREME CLOSE- UP OF JOHNNY' S EYES

and there's sonething in there we haven't seen before..
you mght alnost call it fear... but fear of what?

W DER

Johnny hesitates a beat, then touches the glass. Mire
furious clicks.

EYES - VAR QUS

wat ching... Walt, Goddard, Dana, Purdy, Markoff... al
wat ching - -

JOHNNY

who noves to the door itself, the edges of the cut-out
bearing the remmants of fingerprint dust. He touches

that, then the door handl e.

And we may expect to ranp in, see a flash, anything, this

is the Dead Zone after all, isn't it...

But we don't... instead we begin a slow pull back... and
di ssolve to wider angle... and dissolve to a wider angle
still as Johnny gets smaller and smaller in our frane...

as Johnny noves to exam ne the soft ground and reaches
out to touch it...

And our pull back is so wide now that we can barely even
see Johnny Smth any nore...

EXT. SM TH HOUSE - N GHT 19
The Purdy linmo pulls into Johnny's driveway... and Johnny
gets out. ..

CLOSER ANGLE - LOCKI NG | NTO THE BACKSEAT

Frominside the linp -

( CONTI NUED)
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PURDY
You tried - that's all anyone can
ask of you. We'll wite a rel ease
rem ndi ng everyone that your gift
doesn't always work. It wll be
a footnote to the coverage.
Not hing to be worried about.

But Purdy's words can't nask a basic di sappointnent and a
touch of personal enbarrassnent...

PURDY
We'll talk tonorrow
He signals the driver to |leave... and Johnny cl oses the
door... stands there a beat as the car exits..
I NT. SM TH HOUSE - NI GHT 20
The phone is ringing as he enters the dark house... he

doesn't stop to turn on the lights..

NEW ANGLE - THE RI NG NG PHONE

Johnny picks up the phone..

JOHNNY
Hel | 0?
| NTERCUTTI NG
| NT. | NDUSTRI AL SPACE - NI GHT 21
ECU on a phone and a man's nouth... the voice is warm and

conpassi onate, even friendly, reaching out for a personal
connection... an intinmacy....

Kl DNAPPER
Johnny?

JOHNNY
Yes?

Kl DNAPPER

Are you all right? What happened
out there?

J OHNNY
VWho is this?

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl DNAPPER
You looked... lost... it was on
all the TV stations... it nust

have been terribly humliating.
| hope | haven't been w ong about

you, Johnny... because if |I'm
wong there really isn't any hope
for the boy.

Johnny's eyes narrow... a beat...

JOHNNY
s he all right?

Kl DNAPPER
For now. But his fate is entirely
i n your hands, Johnny.

JOHNNY
"' m not sure what you nean...

Kl DNAPPER

You don't seemto be sure of
anyt hi ng t oday.

(sighs)
Johnny, Johnny, Johnny, Johnny,
whoops, Johnny, whoops, Johnny,
Johnny, Johnny, Johnny... truth
is |I've been worried about you
lately...

J OHNNY
About me. ..

Kl DNAPPER
(beat)
This Purdy character you' ve
recently hooked up with. A tele-
evangel i st, Johnny. Pl ease.

JOHNNY
He's just handling nmy mail .

Kl DNAPPER
Ha! Public relations. Fair enough --
t he demands on your tinme mnmust be
overwhel m ng. And here | am making
even nore demands. But | believe
in you, Johnny and there is so
little left to believe in. W've
beconme nunb to the corruption
t hat surrounds us.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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21 CONTI NUED: ( 2) 21

KI DNAPPER ( CONT' D)
The wi cked prosper as they flaunt
their Versace suits, |everage
their buyouts, augnent their
breasts and drink plain water
that sells for two dollars a
bottle. | nmean, really, if you
can't believe in Martha Stewart,
what's |eft?

(beat)

W have turned our backs on God,
Johnnx. And every now and then,
God throws his hands up and deci des
it's time to rem nd everyone what's
important. "Prepare slaughter.
for his children for the rniquity
of their fathers..."

And that sounds |like he's about to nurder the child..

JOHNNY
If you'll just tell nme what you
want . . .

KI DNAPPER
| want you to be you, Johnny.
(beat)
| left you a nessage at the
house... a nessage you shoul d
have been able to find..

( CONTI NUED)
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J OHNNY
A message...?

KI DNAPPER
That will help you to find
Chri st opher.

J OHNNY
You want me to find him

Kl DNAPPER
" m praying you wll, Johnny.

J OHNNY
Can | talk to hinf

Kl DNAPPER
He' s not here.

J OHNNY
| need to know that he's still
alive.

Kl DNAPPER
(suddenly angry)
You should know that. Wy don't
you know t hat ?

Johnny doesn't speak..

KI DNAPPER
Thi s has been a di sappoi nting
first neeting, Johnny. 'You have

been wei ghed in the bal ances and
found wanting.'

10/ 7/ 02 YEL

There's a click as the kidnapper hangs up and as Johnny

reacts. ..

END OF ACT ONE

FADE QUT.
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ACT TWO
FADE | N:
| NT. BANNERVAN HOUSE - NI GHT

Sarah opens the door to find Johnny standing there... wet
fromthe drizzling rain... there is a tension that always
underlines their scenes together now. ..
SARAH
Johnny.
JOHNNY

|"msorry to bother you, Sarah.
They told me Walt st opped hone
for supper...

Leading himin. ..

SARAH
We just sat down.

I NT. DI Nl NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

as Sarah and Johnny enter... canpaign stuff scattered
around, Walt and little Johnny are at the table eating..
she sits and begins to eat... and perhaps it's just a bit

odd that Sarah doesn't invite Johnny to join them..

WALT
(mouth full)
Hey.

JOHNNY
H . Hey, Johnny.

The kid | ooks up at him not at all pleased to see this
man, who once 'held hands with his nother', in his house.
Doesn't reply to Johnny's greeting.

SARAH
(to little Johnny)
Stop playing wth your pasta and
put some in your nouth.

And we can feel as Johnny stands and they sit at the famly

tabl e, how separated he is.
WALT

(still chew ng)
You want sonething to eat?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

JOHNNY
Thanks. No. I... need to go
back out to the Markoff place. |
heard fromthe guy.

VWalt reacts, rises without hesitation. As Sarah's eyes
narrow. . .

I NT. WALT'S PATROL CAR - NI GHT
W ndshield w pers flapping. Walt driving.

WALT
Message. What kind of nessage.

J OHNNY
| don't know. He said | should
have been able to find it. As if
this were all sone kind of test...

for ne...
(beat)
And if | don't pass it...
WALT
You'll pass it.
J OHNNY
Walt, | haven't had a vision in
weeks.
Walt reacts...
WALT

What happened? You hit your head
again or...?

JOHNNY
They just stopped... after one
| ast vision...

WALT
Maybe it just neans, you know,
you're recovering, getting back

to normal ...
J OHNNY

Yeah. Nornmal . Whatever that is.
WALT

It could be a good thing. In any

ot her circunstances.

Johnny stares at the windshield wipers and says a little

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 24
prayer. ..
J OHNNY
| never asked for this. | never
wanted this. And if it never
cones again, | won't mss it.
(beat)

But | need it tonight. One |ast
time. If that's all it is. O
that boy is going to die. Because

of nme.
EXT. MARKCOFF HOUSE - NI GHT 25
Thunder runbles as the rain comes down harder... severa
police cars remain parked in front of the estate..
reporters huddle in nedia vehicles to stay warm.. it now

has all the markings of a major crime scene..

| NT. MARKOFF HOUSE - NI GHT 26

The storm buil ding outside. Mwving with Arthur Markoff,
Agent Goddard and Walt and Johnny... Johnny is doing his

t hing, touching things randomy, trying to get sone

readi ng... Markoff, who didn't believe nmuch in Johnny to
start with, nowis beginning to be extrenely dubi ous about
him.. this my be one "ER' type steadi cam shot... that
starts in Christopher's bedroom and then noves into halls
and ot her roons...

MARKOFF
He didn't ask for noney?...
don't understand... kidnappers
want noney. . .
WALT
Apparently not this one.
MARKOFF
This... this doesn't make any
sense to ne. Wy did he call you?
JOHNNY
| wish | knew the answer to that,

sir.

( CONTI NUED)
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Their eyes neet for a nonent before Johnny, failing to

get any vi sions,

takes one |l ast | ook at the room..

JOHNNY
l"msorry; | just don't sense

anyt hi ng here.

Thunder runbl es outside. Johnny noves out of the bedroom
into the hall... and this is just insanity to Markoff...
MARKCOFF
(to Goddard)
May |... | speak to you?

Johnny i s noving down the
hang back with Goddard, Walt and Markoff...

hall in the background as we

MARKCOFF
(sotto, but seething)

| want this man

out of ny house..

WALT
M. Markoff...
MARKCOFF
Did you believe hinf
WALT
Way woul d he nmake up sonet hi ng
like...
(this inplied)
MARKCOFF

.1 can think of severa

reasons... the

sel f-pronotion...

east of which is
t he worst of

which is that he's involved in
t he ki dnapping hinsel f...

GODDARD
We're covering that possibility,

M. Markoff...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 2)
Walt gives her a look... you' ve got to be kidding...

MARKCOFF
Ki dnappers demand ransom noney.
That's how it works. The idea
t hat sonmeone woul d use ny son
to... to... get sonme so-called
psychic's attention..

WALT
| can vouch for Johnny Smth.

MARKCOFF
| think he's dangerous. And |
don't want him here.

I n the background, Johnny has been touching walls and
pictures... not getting anything... has noved into a den
now... as we continue our shot as we follow Walt who | eads
Mar kof f and Goddard take us into this room..

This is Ms. Markoff's private study... although we don't
need to know this explicitly, she's an editor of books,
sone spiritual and new age in nature... and although it

i s handsonely decorated and neat, there are sone
manuscri pts on a desk... and what's nore inportant is the
decor - artwork, knick-knacks and such - reflects her
interests including... a large painting - or perhaps a
huge avante garde poster of a Madonna art exhibition at a
museum - the key is the Mother and Child context... for
the nonent, we only notice it in the background..

Johnny is already exploring the roomwhen the others cone
in... Markoff getting nore agitated..

MARKCOFF
(i mpatient, to Johnny)
This is ny wife's study... there
is no evidence the kidnappers
came anywhere near this part of
t he house. ..

WALT
John... nmaybe we should call it
a. ..

Walt puts his hand on Johnny's shoul der, everything

FREEZES... it's Walt's touch that breaks through the ice..

and as Johnny feels the jolt...

We begin a 360 nove around them .. noving quite fast,
this doesn't last long... naybe even going around tw ce

28.

26

in a dizzying effect... and sonehow Sarah and Little Johnny

( CONTI NUED)
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are there for an instant as we pan by them (' Mot her and
Child') during our 360 spin... and cone to rest on..

JOHNNY FRAMED BY THE HUGE MADONNA AND CHI LD POSTER. . .

Thunder crashes outside. Qur score is a collision of

voi ces... perhaps recalling the nonolith sound of 2001..
J OHNNY
studies the painting... noves slowy closer to it... the

voi ces grow ng | ouder as he approaches..

REACTI ONS

as Walt, Goddard and Markoff sense he is experiencing
sonet hi ng powerful ...

JOHNNY FRAMED BY THE HUGE PAI NTI NG

as he reaches out to touch it. And as he makes contact...

ANGLE - THE PAI NTI NG

the face of a masked man, his nouth opening in a silent
scream PUSHES OUT of the canvas, |ike Hans Solo's tortured
features jutting out of the carbonite..

PULLI NG BACK NOW TO FI ND JOHNNY 27

pulling a gloved hand away fromthe painting, until we
reveal himstanding there as the ki dnapper with a stocking

mask over his face in a split reality -- Walt et a
i ncongruously watching this wth nodest curiosity... and
the voices are al nost deafening now as we ranp to Johnny's
face... as Johnny's nouth opens under the mask in a silent
scream ..

| NTERCUTTI NG
FLASH. NI GHT - GLOVED HANDS DI SABLE AN ALARM SYSTEM 28
PUSH TO JOHNNY AS KI DNAPPER 29
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FLASH N GHT -

10/ 4/ 02 - PNK

THE SAME HANDS USE A GLASS CUTTER TO CUT
THROUGH THE SLI DI NG DOORS

CONTI NUE PUSH TO JOHNNY AS Kl DNAPPER

and he drops to his knees al nost as though he is

praying. . .

FLASH FOOTSTEPS I N THE DARK HOUSE

CONTI NUE PUSH TO JOHNNY AS Kl DNAPPER TO ECU

as he tilts his head back and | ooks to God to help him..

FLASH. POV SHOT -
This is Christopher.

us with alarm

And wth that,

abruptly end as we find...

JOHNNY

A CHI LD SLEEPI NG

Hi s eyes suddenly open and | ook at

t he vi sion and voi ces

in his owm clothes kneeling in front of the Madonna and

Child... the others Iook at himw th wonder. ..

Mar kof f' s patience has ended. .

No nore.

MARKOFF

This is over.

He's prepared to throw Johnny out

and he noves toward Johnny. ..

but

and grabs the poster and lifts it

Behind it, taped to the wall is

A classic "cut-out-letter”
apparently been scanned and then turned into a COLOR PRI NT-

a

ransom note. ..

but

hinself if he has to..

as he does, Johnny rises

off the wall. ..

white piece of

paper. ..

only this one's

QUT. It consists of a single sentence:

CLOSE- UP

Yea though | wal k...through the valley of the shadow of
death I will fear no evil; for thou art with ne;

and thy staff,

t hey confort ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED
REACTI ONS

INT. SHERIFF'S OFFICE - NI GHT - CLOSE ON THE SAME NOTE

Ni ght activity at the station house. This is the
headquarters for the investigation so there's a | ot going
on in the background. Phones ringing, nug shots on
conputers and so forth

We're seeing the sanme paper under a UV LIGHT held by a
pair of |atex-gloved hands. An FBI technician is working
with nmeticul ous care. A fingerprint shows up. {CRI METECH}

GODDARD (O S.)
Gotcha. We'll send this down to
Cl arksburg and run it through the
nati onal data base... {CRI METECH}

Movi ng back to find Goddard, Johnny and Walt observing..

JOHNNY
May | ?
(touch it)
GODDARD
What ?
JOHNNY
If I could just touch it...
GODDARD
This is FBI procedure now, M.
Smth... we don't touch evidence..
if he's in the system we'll have
an i-d in two hours.
JOHNNY
Walt...
WALT
Let himtouch it. |If he's in

Johnny's system we could have an
i-din tw seconds. Don't forget
we have a kid at risk out there.

Goddard | ooks at them both and frowns, capitulates, to
Johnny. . .

GODDARD
Left edge, that's it.

Johnny reaches out and touches the edge... we mght get a

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 36
brief glow fromthe letter a la the bible in "Enigm"..

JOHNNY
The fingerprints aren't his. He
never touched the page.

GODDARD
He had to touch the page.

Johnny just shakes his head.

JOHNNY
He knew it would be too easy for
me. He even scanned the original
note, then e-mailed the file to a
copy store and had themprint it
up. That way he woul dn't have
physi cal contact with it during
the printing process.

GODDARD
He had to touch the page because
he had to stick it on the goddammed
wal | .

Deputy ROSCCE calls over froma desk

ROSCOE
Bruce Lewis on four for M. Snith
He says it's inportant.

Walt presses the button to get the right extension for
Johnny and hands hi mthe phone but the nonent he touches
it, Johnny reacts. Covers the nouth piece.

J OHNNY
It's not Bruce.

Walt reacts and noves into action to trace the call..

J OHNNY
Hel | o.

| NTERCUTTI NG

| NT. 1 NDUSTRI AL SPACE - NI GHT 37

Cl ose on the kidnapper's nouth, perhaps a little | ooser
than the last tinmne.

Kl DNAPPER
So, Johnny you seemto be back on
your gane.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl DNAPPER ( CONT' D)
Have you figured out how | put
t he paper on the wall w thout
touching it?

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
You had Christopher do it.

Kl DNAPPER
You are back on your gane.
Congratul ations. He was really
quite brave | ast night, under the
nost difficult of circunstances.
But he's starting to get a little
worried. Now that the air is
runni ng out.

JOHNNY
|f you want me to find him then
you need to give nore
i nformation...

Kl DNAPPER
You have everything you need to
find him Johnny. You're just
not seeing it yet but you wll.
Say hello to Walt, | assune he's
tracing the call... but since |I'm
forwardi ng this through a phone
bank, 1 imagi ne we have sone tine
to talk. | think it's swell that
you and Walt and Sarah can all be
friends... and they even naned
their boy after you... it is their
boy, isn't it, Johnny because
|"ve wondered about that... 1've
| ooked at the dates and they don't
exactly work out...

Johnny and Walt exchange a serious gl ance..

JOHNNY
Listen to me, carefully. | promse
you i f you go anywhere near Johnny
Banner man. . .

KI DNAPPER
Johnny Bannerman. The sound of
it. How do you live with that?

JOHNNY
(repeating)
| f you go anywhere near him..

Kl DNAPPER
Don't you think | could have done
that? It would have been so easy.
(beat)
But | would never do that to you.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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Kl DNAPPER ( CONT' D)

| just want you to know that |
know. And that | care. You don't
have to live with that secret
al one. You can share it with ne
now.

(beat)
Hurry, Johnny. | was serious
when | said that Chrissy's air is
runni ng out.

There's a click and he's gone. Of Johnny's reaction...

FADE QOUT:
END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
FADE | N:
EXT. CLEAVES M LLS - MORNI NG - ESTABLI SHI NG

EXT. SM TH HOUSE - DAY - JOHNNY

is picking up his norning paper as Walt drives up in the

patrol car...

WALT
Come on... we've got a |lead from
t he copy shop. ..

Johnny gets in the patrol car..

| NT. PATRCL CAR - CONTI NUCQUS - MOVI NG

WALT
You were right. As usual. The
message was e-nmailed to the shop
Wth instructions to mail to a
post office box. E-mail and P.QO
box both belong to a M.
Nebuchadnezzar... that's fromthe
bi ble, right?

JOHNNY
(acknow edges, m nd
wor ki ng)
Babyl oni an King. Sent Dani el
into the Lions Den..

WALT
And his three pals into the fiery
furnace where the angel protected
them am1 right? Wat were their
names?

Johnny's mnd is working, trying to piece these clues
together... he just shakes his head at Walt's question,
not remenbering...

WALT
Anyway, M. Nebuchadnezzar paid
for the transaction with a stol en

credit card... we know who it was
stolen from..

EXT. SUBURBAN HOUSE - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

A one-story hone that's being renodel ed.

( CONTI NUED)
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Walt's patrol car and an FBlI sedan are parked outside.

| NT. SUBURBAN HOUSE - DAY 42
MRS. CAHILL, 35, a wife and nother... |eads Johnny, Goddard
and Walt inside... walls have been stripped of paint to

show original brick and plaster. The furniture's covered
wi th sheets, giving everything a ghostly appearance..
this is still a house that people are living in, however,
so the renodeling should be imted..

MRS. CAHI LL

|"msorry for the nmess... this

has been going on for nonths now. ..
WALT

Ms. Cahill, do you have any idea

where you m ght have been when
your credit card was stolen..

MRS. CAHI LL

| thought 1'd left it at a

restaurant... but they couldn't

find it when | called...
As the interview continues... we nove in on Johnny... and
the house itself is giving hima feeling... we may focus
on his feet for a nonent if we really need to establish a
physi cal connection... and we may reprise the cascadi ng

voi ces we heard when Johnny | ooked at the Madonna
pai nting. ..

GODDARD
VWhat was the nane of that
rest aur ant ?

Johnny noves away fromthe others... alnost as though
drawn by the voices...

MRS. CAHILL (O S.)
The Italian Kitchen. Qut on Route

Fi ft een.

GODDARD (O ' S.)
W'll run a check on all the
enpl oyees. ..

MRS. CAHILL (O S.)
You really believe soneone there
m ght have been involved in this
terrible kidnapping...?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
WALT (O S.)
Al we know is that your credit
card is invol ved...

MRS. CAHILL (O S.)
How awf ul . .

The sound of the conversation has faded as Johnny has
noved further away... and the cascadi ng voi ces increase..

Johnny conmes to a door that's closed... reaches out and
touches it...

A JOHNNY FLASH - A BELT BEI NG RAI SED

KI DNAPPER S MOM (O. S.)
O God we nost heartily thank
Thee. ..

RESUME J OHNNY

reacts, turning the handle...

ANOTHER FLASH - A 13- YEAR- OLD BOY' S HAND
chai ned to a bedpost...

KI DNAPPER S MOM (O S.)
...and ask for thy forgiveness
for the sins of this child...

RESUME J OHNNY

openi ng the door... to reveal

H' S POV - A NEAT AND NORVAL CHI LDREN S BEDROOM

The voi ces st op.

JOHNNY

reacts.

ANGLE WTH WALT AND THE OTHERS

as Johnny returns... the phone is ringing..

( CONTI NUED)

37.

42

43

44

45

46

a7



a7

48

DEAD ZONE: VALLEY OF THE SHADOW - ACT THREE - 10/7/02 YEL

CONTI NUED:
MRS. CAHI LL

... probably about ten o'clock

when we |eft.
(re: phone)
Excuse ne.

She noves a short distance away to get the phone.

JOHNNY

He used to live here. In this

house.
Goddard and Walt react.
MRS. CAHI LL
(to phone)
Hel | o, yes?

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)

When he was a child. Wth
mot her.
MRS. CAHI LL
(to phone)

Yes. Yes. He' s here.

Walt | ooks to her expecting the cal

hi s

to be for him but

she turns to Johnny with a curious |ook on her face..

MRS. CAHI LL
It's for you.

Johnny exchanges a look with Walt. ..

J OHNNY
This is John Smth.

| NT. | NDUSTRI AL SPACE - Kl DNAPPER
Just a little wi der each time.

KI DNAPPER
You'l | always be Johnny to

t akes the phone. ..

| NTERCUTTI NG

ne.

So what do you think, of the house

| mean.

JOHNNY
| know it used to be yours.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 48
Kl DNAPPER
Can you bel i eve what those people *
are doing to ny house... | think

they want to live in an old Pottery
Barn catel ogue full of
pl ai ds, ducks and pi neappl es. .

JOHNNY
|'ve seen what happened to you
when you were child here..

Kl DNAPPER
Well, of course, that's why |I've
brought you there, Johnny. |

want you to know. | want you to
know me.
J OHNNY
Then neet me sonewhere. Let's
t al k.
Kl DNAPPER

Soon, Johnny. You're very close
now. Just a hop, skip, junp away.
Unl ess you stunbl e.

(beat)
Dear God, | hate that house.

Cick; he hangs up. End Intercut. Johnny's gaze noves
around the house | ooking for sonme clue..

JOHNNY
He's been here. And not |ong
ago.

MRS. CAHI LL
In ny house?

JOHNNY
He's seen the renovati ons.

WALT
Maybe that's when he took the
credit card -- when he was here.

And now t hrough the partly knocked-down wall, Johnny sees

sonething odd: a WALL in the adjoining roomthat's been
freshly painted white, beckoning |like a blank canvas.
Johnny approaches, and finds a can of paint, the sides
spattered bright red, on the floor beside it.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 2) 48

A red-encrusted brush lies on the can. He picks it up
and we turn 180 degrees as he becones...

A WORKMAN | N COVERALLS - VI SI ON 49

Hi s face obscured by a dust mask. In a split reality,
Wal t, Goddard and the woman observe. Johnny/Ki dnapper
raises a roller brush...

NEW ANGLE - PAST JOHNNY/ KI DNAPPER

as he noves in REVERSE MOTI ON using a power roller brush
to UNPAINT the wall, (Walt, Goddard and the woman are not
in shot). And as the white conmes off, three strange NAMES
painted in RED are reveal ed beneath it: SHADRACH..
MESHACH. .. ABEDNEGO. The vision ends but as we cut back
to...

JOHNNY - REAL TI ME 50
He's staring at the blank wall, still holding the brush..

JOHNNY
Shadrach, Mesach, Abednego..

WALT
(recalling the early
conver sati on)
Right. The fiery furnace.

But why the hell are you bringing that up now, his eyes
ask. Johnny turns to Walt, Goddard and the woman - and
sees the trio of themwaiting for himto explain... a
frightening realization dawni ng. .

JOHNNY
| s anyone el se in the house?
MRS. CAHI LL
(baf fl ed)
JOHNNY

(cal m but urgent)
W have to | eave. W have to
| eave now.

They' re confused but he urges themto nove... and they do
just as...
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NEW ANGLE - SLOW MOTI ON - AS THREE | NCENDI ARY DEVI CES 51
DETONATE

in rapid succession... all around them .. and indeed,

they are in the fiery furnace... as they run for their

lives outside..

EXT. SUBURBAN HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS - SLOW MOTI ON 52

They run out, hel ping the poor woman who i s | osing her
home... noving safely away fromthe house just as it erupts
in flames and explodes in a mllion pieces..

SLOW DI SSOLVE TGO

EXT. MARKCFF ESTATE - DAY - A NEWS CONFERENCE 53

An out door, quickly organized conference... the reporters
and phot ographers stand pretty nuch where they were
standi ng when we first saw themat the top of the show,

t hough there are nore of themnow .. there's a news

coverage quality to this footage... as though we're one
of the stations covering this story... Purdy, Arthur
Mar kof f and Agent Goddard stand behind Johnny at a
podium .. looking |ike a man unused to being on
tel evision...
JOHNNY

l"mnot really confortable with

all this... I've never spoken in

a public forumlike this before..

but today, | have no choi ce.

Because | need to nake an appeal
to the ki dnapper of Christopher
Mar kof f . . .

| NT. | NDUSTRI AL SPACE - DAY 54
TV tuned to the press conference...

JOHNNY
(beat, to the canera)
...an appeal that it's time to
l et the boy go. There has been
enough pain and suffering for
everyone involved in this including
you. ..

Unhappy, the ki dnapper rises, crosses the room (so we can
see it clearly) and turns off the set. He paces..
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RESUME NEWS CONFERENCE 55

JOHNNY
| don't believe you really want
to hurt Christopher. Not after
what you went through yourself

when you were his age. I'mwlling
to nmeet you anywhere you w sh. ..
whenever you say... to arrange
for the boy's rel ease.
That's the end of his statenent... the reporters hands
fly up wth questions... Johnny... Johnny... are you sure
the boy is still alive... can you describe the kidnapper's
voice to us? And finally...
REPORTER
Do you feel responsible for this,
Johnny?
PURDY

(1 nterceding)
Johnny didn't kidnap this boy.
But he is trying to get him back
and at considerable risk to his
own safety.

Moving to pull an unconfortable Johnny away from the podi um
but the reporter won't drop it...

REPORTER
This guy is obviously obsessed
with you... maybe he took the boy
because he wanted to get your

attention...

Johnny has wondered about this al ready of course but it
wounds anyway and it's painful being up here in front of
all these reporters to start with..

REPORTER

Do you bl ame Johnny Smth, M.

Mar kof f ?
Mar kof f just ignores the question, turns toward the house.
The reporters pile on Johnny... with questions |ike "How
does that nake you feel?" "Wiy can't you see where the
boy is right now?" "Wy do you think the kidnapper is so
interested in you?" "Can you explain how your powers
wor k?"
The canmera noves to the back of the pack to see Dana
wat ching with sad eyes as the wolves attack... Bruce noves
up beside her... concerned..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 55

BRUCE
A nonth ago, he was their hero.
Now they can't wait to tear him
down.

DANA
He's still their hero. You should
see how they treat their enem es.
(beat, considering
his arrival)
What brings you to the wars?

BRUCE
(shrugs, the question
is also the answer)
The wars.

He wat ches Johnny bei ng escorted by Purdy toward the house,
reporters still yelling..

BRUCE
You know soneday they really are
gonna try to destroy him

DANA
And you want to be there. To
fight the good fight.

BRUCE
My daddy taught me it's all we
can do in this life.

DANA
Call nme if you ever need
rei nforcenents.

Bruce | ooks at Dana and they smle, understanding they
bot h care about Johnny a great deal..

BRUCE
I will.
| NT. MARKOFF HOUSE - CONTI NUCUS 56
As Purdy and Johnny enter... the phone is ringing... FB

and |l ocal officers are present... but Walt and Goddard
are not there.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

Mar kof f gl ances at Johnny, answers the phone.

MARKOFF
Hel | o.

Hs face is grimas he nods to Johnny, it's him..

MARKOFF
Yes. He's right here.

...and hands off the phone. Johnny takes a beat and
considers what his role in the scenario i s because,

al t hough we don't know it yet, that's what this... a plan
that is going exactly as they expected it to...
JOHNNY
Hel | 0?
| NTERCUTTI NG

CLOSEUP ON THE KI DNAPPER

Cl ose enough so we can't see the background of the room
he's in.

Kl DNAPPER
You talk to me on television? On
tel evision? You've... you' ve

turned this into another reality
show. .. Big Brother Forty-Seven..

J OHNNY
You nade it clear his air was
runni ng out and...

Kl DNAPPER
This was Purdy's idea, wasn't
it...

J OHNNY
No, it was mne...
Kl DNAPPER
Wll, it was a bad one. | am

of fended. And disappointed in
you. All those reporters --

| ocusts... with the "hair of wonen
and the teeth of lions." That
Dana Bright is using you... just
|ike the others... to advance her
career...

And if we wonder why Johnny is just silently listening to
this, now we see why...

| NTERCUTTI NG

44.
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DEAD ZONE: VALLEY OF THE SHADOW - ACT THREE - 10/7/02 YEL 45.

EXT. URBAN AREA - DAY

58

VWalt and Goddard | eading the way for an FBI SWAT team..

t hey' re approaching a comrercial building in an urban

area... {SWAT TECH}. ..

RESUME JOHNNY/ KI DNAPPER | NTERCUT

Kl DNAPPER
Thi s was between you and ne,
Johnny. | was |ending you a
hel pi ng hand every step of the
way... every clue that you' d need
to find ne....

EXT. URBAN AREA - DAY - CONTI NUQUS

The SWAT team rushes into the conmercial building..

RESUME JOHNNY/ KI DNAPPER | NTERCUT

Kl DNAPPER
By now, | expected you and Walt
to have traced the real estate
records fromthe house... found
out ny name... figured out where
you mght find ne...

| NT. KI DNAPPER S BUI LDI NG

A quick cut of the SWAT team heading up a stairwell,

into a hallway, Walt nmoving with them..

Kl DNAPPER
(beat)
You m ght have even tried sonething
unexpected and totally out-of -
character to divert my attention
while a SWAT team noved into
position outside..

OM TTED

| NT. KIDNAPPER S BUI LDI NG - CONTI NUOUS

59

60

61

61A

novi ng

62

62A

On Walt's signal, two SWAT cops use a snmall BATTERI NG RAM

to bust down a door...
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RESUME JOHNNY/ KI DNAPPER | NTERCUT

KI DNAPPER
(smles)
Now, that woul d have been very
very clever of you.

| NT. KIDNAPPER S BUI LDI NG - CONTI NUOUS

as the SWAT team charges in... and finds it abandoned.

Goddard shakes her head.

63
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RESUME Kl DNAPPER 65

Kl DNAPPER
Hope to see you soon, Johnny.

W stay with himto hang up the phone to reveal that he's
been tal king to Johnny from an isol ated phone booth in a

| ocale tbd. As he hangs up and wal ks away. . .

JOHNNY 66
reacts as we...

FADE QOUT:
END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
EXT. KIDNAPPER S BU LDI NG - DAY 67

As Johnny wal ks toward the structure, police search teans
are searching the surrounding area for a body or a pl ace
where the boy m ght be hidden... they have dogs sniffing
t he ground, dunpsters... Johnny noves:

| NT. KIDNAPPER S BUI LDI NG - CONTI NUOUS 68

Johnny enters as now we see nore of this commercial space,
filled wth partly assenbl ed conputers and ot her techno-
gear common to start-up conpanies, as well as a mattress,
hot plate, and scattered clothes. The roonm s bei ng worked
by the CSI:Bangor division... Goddard and detectives
dusting for fingerprints and taking pictures {CR MESCENE
TECH ... WAlt turns and sees Johnny. ..

WALT
We don't think the kid has been
here. ..
Johnny's eyes nove across the room.. They cone to a
phot ograph of the ki dnapper with an elderly woman, his
nmot her... she smles sweetly, he's nore even-faced..
it's the first time, Johnny has seen his face..
WALT
Francis Ritter... Single, no

crimnal record, college graduate,
goes to church every Sunday. Ran
a start-up technol ogy conpany out
of this building for a couple of
years... went Chapter Eleven a
few nonths ago. He was forced to
sell off all his assets to one of
his potential rivals, a conpany
with a celebrated C E-O naned
guess who?

J OHNNY
Art hur Mar kof f.

VWalt nods. Johnny's attention is drawn to a wall |ined
wi th cork and covered with photos and clippings. Johnny
reacts as he cones face to face with another man's
obsession. An obsession with Johnny Smith. And then
sonet hi ng i nnocuous that's even nore disturbing: a box of
brightly colored PUSH PINS, the sanme kind he uses on his
own basenent ' Arnmageddon Board.' Johnny picks out a red
one, holds it up for a long troubled beat...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED
GODDARD
(gl anci ng over)
|'"d say you' ve definitely got a
friend.
WALT
He's been stal king you for a while.
JOHNNY
But why nme? What does he want
fromne?
WALT

Maybe he's had visions of his
own. Crazy ones. God talking to
him you know? Look at this -- |
think it's anot her nessage neant
for you...

He points to another letter with the sane cut-out

10/ 7/ 02 YEL

letters

as the one at the Markoff house. Only this one's an

original, no conputer printout. It reads:

And the fourth | ooks |ike a son of the gods

As we reprise the colliding voices in our score,

slowly rising...

VWALT

| called Purdy. It's a quote
fromthe Book of Daniel. After
the fiery furnace, Nebchanezzer
says:

(readi ng notes,

standard police drone)
"Look. | see four nmen wal ki ng
around in the fire, unbound and
unharmed, and the fourth | ooks
li ke a son of the gods."

t he sound

Johnny reaches out and touches the edge of the page as he
did before... and as he does... RAMP TO H S FACE AND. ..

A JOHNNY FLASH
A CHI PPED STONE FRI EZE depicts pawi ng |ions.

JOHNNY

reacts. ..
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ANOTHER FLASH - SWAT TEAM GUNS - SLO MO

moving |i ke an arny across the screen..

THE LETTER EXTREME CLOSE- UP
And the fourth

ANOTHER FLASH - DOORS TO AN OLD BANK BURSTI NG I'N - AS
SWAT OFFI CERS CHARGE THROUGH - SLOW MOTI ON

THE LETTER EXTREME CLOSE- UP

| ooks li ke

ANOTHER FLASH - PUSH I N TO AN UNCONSCI QUS CHRI STOPHER
LYI NG I N A DARK BANK VAULT

And now t he Ki dnapper, his back to us, drags himout...

THE LETTER EXTREME CLOSE- UP

a son

ANOTHER FLASH - THE KI DNAPPER FI RI NG AN ASSAULT WEAPON
FROM THE VAULT TOMRD THE SWAT TEAM

...and the sem -conscious boy sits slunped agai nst the
vaul t door, exposed to danger..

JOHNNY - ECU

ANOTHER FLASH - EXTREME SLOW MOTI ON AS A HAIL OF BULLETS

fills the bank in all directions... smoke, fire, hellish..

death... and as the snoke clears the Kidnapper and the
boy are both Iying on the floor, apparently dead..

THE LETTER EXTREME CLOSE UP

of the gods

The cascading voices rise.... and then end abruptly as
t he sequence ends. ..
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RESUME JOHNNY, WALT AND CSI TEAM

goi ng about their business... Walt studies Johnny...
WALT
Anyt hi ng?
Johnny knows if he tells about his vision, it will |ead
to the devastating events he just w tnessed.
JOHNNY
Not hing. | can't see anything.
The visions... just aren't working

i ke they used to anynore.
He seens def eat ed.

WALT
Still on the fritz, huh. Hey,
why don't you take a break. GCet
sone rest. W'Ill do sone old
fashi oned police work here, maybe
sonething will turn up... if it
does, we'll let you know, okay?

JOHNNY
Yeah. .. okay.

He exits..

EXT. ABANDONED BANK BUI LDI NG - CRUMBLI NG FRI EZE W TH THE
RAMPANT LI ONS - DAY

I n a nei ghborhood goi ng through U ban Renewal. As we
tilt dowm to find Johnny arriving in his jeep..

CLOSER - JOHNNY

Looks up at the lions. He crosses to the entrance --
where we can see a street nunber, 77 -- and tries the
front doors. They open with a squeak..

| NT. ABANDONED BANK - DAY - W DE

As Johnny enters. Thin shafts of sunlight pierce the

gloomfromtall draped wi ndows, highlighting worn carpet.

The teller windows | ook |ike a ghost town facade.

ON JOHNNY

trying to get accustoned to the darkness... he seens to
be al one but we cut away to:

( CONTI NUED)

50.

80

81

82



82

83

84

DEAD ZONE: VALLEY OF THE SHADOW - ACT FOUR - 10/7/02 YEL 51.

CONTI NUED: 82
POV ANGLE - WATCHI NG JOHNNY

as he tentatively noves into the room past sonme abandoned
office chairs, an old BANK CALENDAR for 1995 on a wall

next to a "Teller of the Month" photo. He approaches a
stairwell, starts down...

DOMSTAI RS - BANK

Johnny peers into two enpty open vaults, before conmng to
athird, the door locked. |It's the vault he glinpsed in
his vision. He tries the handle... |locked... Johnny

t ouches the conbi nation | ock, and has a vision.

THE VAULT DOOR - PAST - VI SION 83

A bespect acl ed BANK MANAGER spins the conbination | ock as
a Security GQuard waits... and Johnny wat ches.

BANK MANAGER
That damm "ganme" has rui ned nore
weekends than | can count, Honer.
You ever see nme pick up a golf
club again, I want you to take it
fromme and use it to beat ne
sensel ess. Under st ood?

CLOSE- UP ON THE LOCK

as the bank manager goes through the conbination, Johnny
peering over his shoul der..

| NTERCUTTI NG

RESUME - JOHNNY 84

mat chi ng t he nunbers on the sane --

LOCK

JOHNNY
(rmuttering)
Twenty-nine, Thirty-six, Twelve...

He dials the conbination, turns the handl e and pulls.
The heavy door opens with a H SS of inrushing air.
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| NT. VAULT

A dark, narrow space. Johnny digs a small FLASHLI GHT out
of his pocket, noves inside...

ANGLE FAVORI NG JOHNNY' S POV - H' S FLASHLI GHT BEAM FI NDS
THE BOY

Still and pale as he saw in his vision.

JOHNNY

qui ckly crouches by him checks his pulse with his fingers,

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

then presses an ear to his chest... lays himflat on his
back and urgently starts CPR .. opening the boy's nouth,
pi nching his nose closed, and | eaning down to give him
two qui ck nouth-to-nouth breaths. Checks himagain, and
then a third breath.

The boy gasps and starts to breath shallowly. Alittle
color returns to his cheeks but he renmi ns unconsci ous.

KI DNAPPER ( Q. S.)

... And the Lord heard the voice
of Elijah; and the soul of the
child cane into himagain, and he
revived. "

Johnny turns to see the Kidnapper standing in the doorway,

an AUTOVATI C PI STOL held | oosely in one hand, an ASSAULT
Rl FLE sl ung over his shoulder. W know his nane now, so

we'll use it. A tear of happiness rolls down his cheek..

J OHNNY
We've got to get himto a hospital

FRANCI S
The police wll be here soon.
They' Il take him

JOHNNY
| didn't tell the police where to
cone.

FRANCI S
| know. | did. | left a subtle
clue behind -- walt'Il figure it
out before too long. | just wanted

to have sone tinme together. Just
you and nme. Before we all go our
separ at e ways.

That sounds chilling. Johnny studies him
JOHNNY
Why' d you do this, Francis?
FRANCI S
My not her al ways call ed ne
Francis... after 'Francis Al bert’

...Sinatra, you know? Can't tel
you how many bl ack eyes it got ne
as a kid.

Trying to force himto engage himin a negotiation..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

VALLEY OF THE SHADOW - ACT FOUR - 10/7/02 YEL

(2)

JOHNNY
Wiy are we here, Francis?

Francis studies Johnny with awe... dam, he's here..
this couldn't be nore perfect...

There, he'
cl earer.
you?

FRANCI S
We put our trust in fal se gods,
bowed down before new gol den i dol s.
We have broken our contract with
God just like the people did in
anci ent Judah. ..

JOHNNY
And when they did, God sent
Nebuchadnezzar to puni sh them

FRANCI S
But God al so sent Daniel, Johnny.
He al so sent the prophet.

S put it right on the table. It couldn't be
He smles to Johnny: you can see it now, can't

JOHNNY
| can't speak for you but I'mno
Dani el . ..

FRANCI S
Sure, you are. You proved it...

JOHNNY
No.

FRANCI S
You did... the fiery furnace,
you're here... "and the
know edgeable will be radi ant
i ke the bright expanse of sky...
and those who | ead the many to
ri ghteousness will be like the
stars forever and ever..."

JOHNNY
(overl appi ng)
"' m not a prophet, Francis.

Franci s studies himunhappily a beat then... |aughs..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)

FRANCI S
| can't believe you don't see it!
Even now
JOHNNY
|"mjust a man who recovered from
a cona.
FRANCI S
The fire at Cathy's Steakhouse.
JOHNNY
| had a psychic vision. That's

al | .

Franci s considers Johnny incredul ously: why doesn't he
get it?

Then shrugs, whatever. ..

FRANCI S
That's okay, |'m sure enough for
bot h of us.
(beat)

It's refreshing to encounter a
nodest nessenger from God for a
change. They always seemto talk
in declarative sentences in the
scriptures. Wth exclamation
points. A very w se nman once
told me never to use exclamation
points. They oversell your point.

JOHNNY
(re: the boy)
Francis, his pulse is weak...

FRANCI S

(nods)
And you have to save him See
you' re maki ng ny point for ne.
W t hout excl amation points.

(beat)
W all want to be saved, Johnny.
Sonetinmes, it's from oursel ves.

He | ooks at Johnny with nothing short of worshinp..

FRANCI S
"Thy rod and thy staff, they
confort ne."
(beat)

As Nebuchanezzar did to Daniel, Francis falls prostrate
before himto pay himhonor... literally praying to him

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANCI S ( CONT' D)
They confort me, Johnny.

He ri ses
FRANCI S
(beat)
You were a teacher once...?
J OHNNY
Yes.
FRANCI S

Be a teacher again. As Daniel
was. Teach them..and maybe
they' Il save thensel ves.

(beat, with | ove)
Bear your responsibilities lightly,
Johnny, and your shoul ders wl|l
not be bowed.

10/ 9/ 02 GRN

And ironically this is exactly the nmessage Johnny's been
needing to hear, only it hasn't come from Bruce, or Purdy,

but fromthis strange and tortured man.
An anplified voice breaks the noment.

WALT (LOUD SPEAKER)
Francis Ritter. This is Sheriff
Bannerman. |If you have any
weapons, put them down and cone
outside. You won't be harned.

Francis barely reacts... and then he stuffs the pistol

into his belt and unslings the assault rifle.
to kill thenf

J OHNNY
(pl eadi ng)
Francis. ..
FRANCI S

Did you know that at the end of
hi s days, Nebuchadnezzar rejected

God and went mad... was driven

fromother nmen and lived like an

animal. All as Daniel prophesied.
J OHNNY

Yes.

| s he about

( CONTI NUED)

55.

87



87

DEAD ZONE: VALLEY OF THE SHADOW - ACT FOUR - 10/10/02 GOLD 55A.

CONTI NUED: ( 5) 87

FRANCI S

But he al so prophesied that
Nebuchadnezzar need only lift his
eyes to heaven again to be
delivered into the |ight.

(beat)
Try to understand, Johnny. The
Lord works in nysterious ways.

He then suddenly ejects the magazine fromhis rifle, along
wi th the chanbered round, and wal ks out, still holding
the rifle, before Johnny can even think to stop him
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DEAD ZONE: VALLEY OF THE SHADOW - ACT FOUR - 10/7/02 YEL 56.

W DE OVERHEAD SHOT - | N THE BANK 88
As he wal ks up the stairs, then toward the front...

FRANCI S
“And | Nebuchadnezzar lifted up
m ne eyes unto heaven, and m ne
under st andi ng returned to me, and
| bl essed the Most Hi gh, and |
rai sed and honored himthat |iveth
or ever.
(opens the door letting
a flood of light in)
And the 8Iory of ny kingdom m ne

honor an brlghtness returned to
ne.
He exits, !eaving t he door open, pointing the gun... we
hear the firing begin.
ON JOHNNY I N THE VAULT 89
As the firing continues... and then stops... and Johnny
knows it is over. I'n the ensui ng si | ence, Johnny gat hers

up Chri stopher in his arms, and heads outsi de.

| NT. BANK - W DE 90

Johnny noves slowy, carrying the boy in his arns. as
we hear future news coverage, overl apping..

TV REPORTER (V. Q)
Anot her remar kabl e chapter in the
saPa of the man from Cl eaves

TV REPORTER#2 (V. Q)
.the boy was reunited with his
parents after a local psychic
named John Smith.

TV ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
an encore presentation tonlght
at elght on the Sci Fi Channel:
the renarkabl e story of Johnny
Sm t h who.

Johnny stands a beat at the Spielbergian |ight flooding
t hrough the open front door, snoke fromthe gunfire bathing
him.. sirens, etc. outside... and he | ooks every bit
like he's standlng inacloud... as we --
FADE QUT.

END OF ACT FOUR

THE END
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