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FADE | N:

EXT. DU WELDENVARDEN - FOREST - N GHT

The trees are tall and thick. The wind is blowing lightly. A
tall and thin | ooking figure stands with his back against a
tree.

This is DURZA, an al nbst human-1i ke person except for his
mar oon eyes and crinson hair.

Durza cl oses his eyes and draws his sword up in front of his
face.

The W ND bl ows again. Durza SN FFS and t hen opens his eyes.

DURZA
Spread out and hide! Stop whatever
it is comng this way...or diel

Suddenly, behind Durza, twelve URGALS, nen-like creatures
wi th bowed LEGS and ARMS. They al so have two curved HORNS
above their small ears.

They begin to shuffle around. After a nonent, each of the
Urgal s hide down beneath the bushes and behind the trees.

Durza peers around the tree and | ooks up a small PATH t hat
goes through the forest. A GUST OF WND bl ows across the
forest. Durza sniffs, smles, and then | eans back agai nst the
tree.

DURZA
(G unting)
Get ready!

An Urgal noves and a TWG snaps. Durza hisses with rage.
After a nmonent, three WH TE HORSES energe fromthe darkness
at the end of the path.

Two MALE ELVES sit on the right and | eft horses, one FEMALE
ELF, ARYA, a beautiful black haired woman who | ooks to be in
her late twenties, is on the center horse.

The three Elves draw closer to Durza. The WND BLOAS toward
t he horses. They junp up on their back | egs and then drop
back down on all fours.

The two mal e elves | ook frightened and then their horses
start galloping. Arya's horse bolts forward and | eaves the
two mal e-el ves behi nd.



Al of the Ugals junp fromtheir hiding spots and draw their
BOWS.

They | aunch bl ack ARROAS at the two nal e-el ves, who fall of
t heir horses, dead.

Durza junps out frombehind the tree and lifts his hand in
the air.

DURZA
Garj zl a!

A FI RE-BCLT | aunches fromDurza's hand and hits Arya's horse,
which is a couple hundred feet away.

Arya junps off the horse and |ightning speed and | ands on the
ground lightly. Her horse falls down into the dirt beside
her.

Quickly, Arya gets up and bolts off of the path and into the
woods at inhuman speeds.

DURZA
After her!

Al'l of the Urgals run after Arya. Durza |ooks all around. He
spots a large piece of GRANITE sticking up into the sky. He
clinmbs it.

Once he gets to the top of the Ganite piece, Durza | ooks out
over the treetops. He raises his hand up in the air.

DURZA
Il stari boet k!

A quarter mle section of the forest explodes into flanes.

Arya is running swiftly, the trees in front of her expl ode
into flanes. She quickly turns and runs in another direction.

DURZA
Il stari boet k!

Anot her quarter mle section of the forest burst into flanes.
Arya turns and runs in another direction.

DURZA
Il stari boet k!

A third quarter mle section of the forest burst into flanes,
creating a ring of fire.



Durza | ooks out over the large ring of fire. Suddenly, the
sounds of scream ng Urgals are heard.

He | ooks down again. Three of the Urgals fall down to the
ground, dead.

Durza | ooks down at Arya, who is running toward himat a
swi ft pace. The remaining Urgals are chasing her.

Durza peeks over the edge twenty-foot high granite piece and
then junps to the ground, right in front of Arya.

Arya turns and runs in the other direction, but the Urgals
surround her. She turns and | ooks for another way out, but
there is none.

Durza points at Arya and sm |l es.

DURZA
Get her!

The Urgal's charge in. Arya pulls a pouch out of her pocket
and opens it up.

She reaches inside and pulls out a beautiful SAPPH RE STONE
and raises it above her head and quietly nunbles sonmething in
t he ANCI ENT LANGUAGE. A flash of light cones fromthe stone.

Durza raises his hand toward Arya

DURZA

_(Angry)
Garj zl a!

A fire-bolt comes fromhis hand and hits Arya. She coll apses
to the ground.

Durza runs over to Arya and | ooks at her hands. The stone is
gone.

Durza how s rage and throws his sword at a tree. It sticks
hal f way though.

He then begins screamng. He raises his hand and shoots nine
bolts of fire at the remaining Ugal. They all drop dead
instantly.

He wal ks over to Arya and lifts her off the ground wi th ease.
He throws her over his shoulder and then pulls his sword from
the tree.

Durza wal ks back to his horse and gets on, putting Arya
behi nd him



He puts the fire in front of himout and bolts off into the
dar kness.

EXT. FIELD - THE SPI NE - N GHT

Large MOUNTAINS surround a small FIELD. ERAGON, an average
| ooking fifteen-year-old boy with dark eyebrows and brown
eyes, kneels down and places his hand on a spot of tranpled
GRASS.

After a nonment, Eragon stands to his feet and begins to wal k
toward a | arge FOREST that rest on the side of the nountains.

Eragon stops right at the edge of the forest and sighs. He
pull's his BOWVoff of his back and knocks an ARROWN He wal ks
into the forest.

EXT. A FOREST - THE SPINE - N GHAT

After a few nonents, Eragon cones to a quiet stop. He gets
down on his knees.

A large HERD of DEER sit in a small opening in the forest. A
DOE is linping around on the edge of the herd because of a
br oken | eg.

Eragon smiles and pulls the arrow back. He ains for a nonent
and then..

A huge flash of light blast out of the m ddle of the herd!
The deer junp up and run franticly.

Eragon rel eases the arrow but it msses the deer. Eragon
stands up. He has a surprised and confused | ook on his face.

He wal ks over to where the light had cone from A ring of
grass is burnt. The beautiful Sapphire Stone from before sits
in the mddle of the ring.

Eragon hesitates in fear. After a nonent, he grabs the stone
and examnes it. It has little WHITE VEINS that run all over
it like a Spiderweb.

He drops his PACK off his back and onto the ground. He opens
it and carefully places the Stone inside.

Eragon | ooks around and then stands to his feet. He wal ks out
of the small opening and back into the forest. Eragon finds a
|arge tree and throws a bl anket out at the trunk of it.



EXT. A SMALL FIELD - THE SPI NE - MORNI NG

The SUN peeks over the tops of the tall nountains. Eragon
opens his eyes.

EXT. THE ROAD - PALENCAR VALLEY - LATER

Eragon is wal king down a small, dirt road. After a nonent, he
comes to the edge of a hill.

Down at the bottomof the hill, maybe a mle away, rest
CARVAHALL, a small vill age.

EXT. CARVAHALL - THE STREET - LATER

Eragon wal ks down the street of Carvahall. He stops and a
bui |l ding and enters.

I NT. BUTCHER SHOP - MORNI NG

A smal | BUTCHER i s standi ng behind a counter toward the back
of the room He's cutting neat. This is SLOAN, a man in his
early 40s. He has a constant angry look in his eyes.

Eragon wal ks up to the counter. Sl oan stops cutting the neat
and | ooks up.

SLCOAN
(Sarcastic)
So...the mghty hunter joins the
rest of us! How many did you bag
this tine?

ERAGON
None.
SLOAN
I'"'mamazed! And that's why you' ve
come? Well lets see your noney,
t hen!
ERAGON
I don't exactly have any, but | do-
SLOAN
(Angry)

So you want ne to just give the
meat to you?!
( MORE)



SLOAN( cont ' d)
Do you see any of the other
Merchants giving away their wares?
Besides, its late. |'m cl osed.
You'll have to conme back tonprrow
with noney.

ERAGON
can't wait until tonorrow, Sl oan.
"Il be worth your while, though;
f

I
It
| found sonething to pay you wth.

Eragon sets his pack down on the counter and pulls the
Sapphire Stone out. He holds it in front of Sl oan.

SLOAN
Stole it is nore like it.

Sl oan goes back to chopping his neat.

ERAGON
| didn't steal it! I found it in
t he Spine when |I was hunti ng!

Sl oan | ooks up in surprise at the nmention of the Spine. He
slans his KNI FE down onto the counter

SLCOAN
You get out of ny store, boy! And
t ake your cursed rock with you!

Eragon doesn't nove, but stands there in confusion.

SLOAN
Go before | nmake youl!

Suddenly, a tall, thick man wal ks into the building. This is
HORST, a rough | ooki ng man.

Behind himis KATRI NA, a beautiful young woman with | ong,
bl onde hair.

HORST
What ' s goi ng on here, Sloan?
SLOAN
This...boy canme in here badgering
nme. | asked himto | eave, but he
want budge. | even threatened himn
HORST

(To Eragon)
Is this true?



ERAGON
No! | offered himthis stone for
paynent and he agreed. Wen | told
himthat | got it fromthe Spine,
he wouldn't sell it to nel!

HORST
I have no love for the Spine
nysel f, Sloan, but when it cones to
the worth of the rock, 1'Il back it
with nmy own noney.

SLOAN
No. It's nmy store, I'll do what |
want with it!

Katri na steps out from behind Horst.

KATRI NA
Daddy, Eragon is willing to pay.
Just give himthe neat so we can
have di nner.

SLOAN
You stay out of this, Katrina! Go
back to the house.

Katri na doesn't novie.

SLOAN
Now!

Katrina storns out of the door.

HORST
Fine! 1'lIl pay for it. Eragon, what
were you going to get?

ERAGON
As much as | coul d.

HORST
G ve ne your finest steaks. And
make sure its enough to fill
Eragon' s pack

Sl oan hesitates.
HORST ( CONT' D)

Not selling to me would be a very
bad i dea.



Sl oan scow s and then slips into a back room The sounds of
CUTTI NG and WHACKI NG and slight nunbling is heard.

Eragon | ooks up at Horst.

ERAGON
Thank you.
HORST
Oh...its really no trouble.

Eragon holds the rock up to Horst.

ERAGON
I guess this belongs to you.

HORST
(Chuckl i ng)
No..you keep your strange rock. As
for paynent, Albriech is leaving in
the Spring to becone a Master
Smith. You can work off the debt
over the spring.

Sl oan wal ks back into the roomwith a |arge sack of neat. He
sets it on the counter.

EXT. CARVAHALL - THE STREET - DAY
Eragon and Horst wal k out of Sloan's store.

ERAGON
Oh, | forgot! Roran wanted ne to
get a nessage to Katrina, can you
give it to her?

HORST
O course.

ERAGON
He wants her to know that he'l
cone into town as soon as the
merchants arrive and that he'll see
her then.

HORST
That all ?



ERAGON
(Enbarrassed)
No. He al so wants her to know t hat
she is the nost beautiful girl he
has ever seen and that he thinks of
not hi ng el se.

Horst face breaks into a large grin. He wi nks at Eragon.

HORST
Getting serious, isn't he?

Eragon sm | es.

ERAGON
| better be getting back. Garrow s
expecting ne.

Eragon begins to wal k down the street. He waves farewel|l to
Horst after a nonent.

EXT. GARROW S FARM - DUSK

Eragon's small WOODEN HOUSE sits in the mddle of a |large
field. Eragon wal ks toward it slowmy. A small flicker of
light can be seen in the wi ndow of the house.

I NT. ERAGON S HOUSE - DUSK

Eragon wal ks into the house with a draggi ng pace. He | ooks
very tired.

He wal ks into the small KITCHEN and sets his pack on the
TABLE.

A small, pale man wal ks into the Kitchen. This is GARRON a
hungry | ooki ng ol d nman.

ERAGON
VWhere's Roran?

GARROW
Sl eepi ng.

Eragon pulls the neat out of his pack and sets it on the
t abl e.

GARROW
VWhat's this? Did you buy neat?
Wiere'd you get the noney?



ERAGON
Horst paid for it.

GARROW
(Angry) _
| told you I won't accept charity
Next they'll be asking if we need
anything el sel W may as well just
nove to town!

ERAGON
| didn't accept charity. Horst told
me | could work it off at his forge
this com ng spring.

GARROW
And where do you think you'll find
time for that? Are you just going
to ignore everything that needs to
be done around here?

There is a long silence.

ERAGON
I don't know how I'll do it.
Besi des, | found sonething that

could be worth some noney.

10.

Eragon reaches into his pack and pulls the Sapphire Stone out

and sets it on the table.

Garrow bows over it. His face turns ravenous, and his hands

start to twitch.

GARROW
You found this in the Spine?

ERAGON
Yes. It just appeared while | was
hunting. Cane out of no where. It
scared all the deer off, too.

Garrow | ooks over the Stone for a few nore nonents.

ERAGON
Anyway, its good to be hone, uncle.

GARROW
I"mglad your back. But you shoul d
get some rest. W're |leaving early
in the norning so we can get to the
traders in tine.



11.

I NT. ERAGON' S ROOM - NI GHT

Eragon wal ks into his room He sets his pack down on the
fl oor beside the wall and wal ks over to his bed. The Sapphire
Stone is in his hand.

He | ooks at it for a nonent and then places it under his bed
and then goes to sleep.

EXT. GARROW S FARM - DAWN

The sun is just beginning to rise over the peaks of the
Mount ai ns that surround GARROWN S FARM Snoke rises fromthe
CHI MNEY on top of Eragon's house.

Snow |l ies over the ground and in the tree's and on the top of
Eragon' s house.

I NT. ERAGON S HOUSE - DAWN

Eragon wal ks into the kitchen. He YAWNS and STRETCHES and
then sits down at the table. Garrowis sitting at one end and
RORAN, a nine-teen year-old man. Each of them have a piece of
meat on their plate.

Eragon begins to eat his food.

RORAN
The snow that canme |ast night m ght
sl ow us down. ..

GARROW
Still, we should be able to make it
in tine.

After a nmoment, Garrow | ooks up fromhis plate and sighs.

GARROW
Today is a...special day.

Eragon and Roran | ook up fromthe plates and stop eating.

GARROW
It was near this very hour, sixteen
years ago, that Eragon's nother,
Sel ena, showed up at ny
door...pregnant. She spent a few
nonths with ne then had you,
Er agon.
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Eragon takes a bite of his nmeat and then | ooks back up at
Gar r ow.

GARROW ( CONT' D)
She begged nme and Marian to raise

you. Wien | asked why..."I nust”
was all she could say. Then she
left.

There is a long silence after Garrow s story.

RORAN
So what's this | hear about a
strange rock?

ERAGON
Conme and see.

Eragon and Roran both get up and wal k out of the Kitchen.

I NT. ERAGON S HOUSE - DAWN

Eragon cones through the door. Roran wal ks in behind Eragon.
The Sapphire Stone is sitting under Eragon's bed, where he
had left it. Eragon reaches under his bed and grabs the
Stone. He holds it up for Roran to grab it.

Roran hesitates for a nonent and then takes the Stone from
Er agon.

RORAN
It's beautiful..

GARROW (O. S.)
We'd better leave nowif we're
going to catch the traders!

Eragon grabs his pack of the ground and carefully puts the
Sapphire Stone into it.
EXT. CARVAHALL - FRONT FI ELD - DAWN

TENTS line the front of Carvahall. Hundreds of people walk
around | ooki ng at various things.

A WAGON, being pulled by horses, conmes over a small hill and
rides down toward the group of tents.

The wagon stops to the side of all the tents. Eragon and
Roran junp off the wagon. Garrow slowy clinbs down the side
of the wagon.
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Garrow puts his hands in his pocket and pulls out a few
coins. He divides it up and then hands the coins to Eragon
and Ror an.

GARROW
Get yoursel ves sone treats. Roran,
do what you want, but be back at
Hor st house for dinner. Eragon,
cone with ne.

Roran wal ks away and di sappears into the crowd. Eragon and
Garrow wal k the opposite way.

Eragon and Garrow wal k up to a MAN who is standi ng behind a
table, showing off his KNIVES and SWORDS. This is MERLOCK, a
rough | ooki ng nerchant .

After a noment, Merlock notices Eragon and Garrow. He then
sets the sword down that he was hol ding and wal ks over to
t hem

MERL OCK
And what would you fine sirs be
| ooki ng for? Maybe a sword? O
maybe-

He turns quickly and grabs a perfectly crafted SILVER ROSE
fromthe table. He holds it up in front of Eragon

MERLOCK ( CONT' D)
A silver rose for a special |ady
friend, eh?

GARROW
Actually, we aren't |ooking to buy.
We're looking to sell

MERL OCK
| see...do you have the itemwth
you?

GARROW

Yes, but we'd nuch rather show
sonewhere nore...private

MERL OCK
Ch, | see...
I NT. MERLOCK' S TENT - DAY

Mer| ock cones through the entrance of the tent, Eragon and
Garrow conme in behind him
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Mer| ock picks up a stack of books off of two chairs and
gestures toward t hem

MERL OCK
Pl ease. .. have a seat.

Eragon and Garrow sit down.

GARROW
Show hi mthe Stone, Eragon.

Eragon hesitates but then pulls the Stone out of the pack and
hands it to Merl ock.

Merl ock looks at it with an interested eye. He pulls a box
out and opens it. He takes a small hammer and starts to tap
it and do other various things to it. After a few nonents, he
st ops.

MERL OCK

Do you know how nmuch this is worth?
GARROW

No. . .
MERL OCK

Unfortunately, neither do I. But I

will tell you this nmuch: it's
unl i ke anything I've ever seen. It
won't scratch. Woever nade it used
tools |I've never seen-or maybe
magic. And it’s hall ow

GARROW
VWhat ?!

MERLOCK
Have you ever heard a rock that
sounds |ike this?

Merl ock gets the small hammer and taps the rock. It echo's
slightly.

ERAGON
But what is it worth!?

MERL OCK
| can't tell you that. For nost
people, this would be an item of
curiosity-not an itemto spend
noney on.

Everything is silent for a few nonents.



GARROW
WIIl you buy it?

MERL OCK
No...it’s not worth the risk. | may
be able to find a weal thy buyer
during ny spring travels, but even

so, you'll have to wait until next
year before you'll get paid.
(Beat)

| am curious however...why did you
want to speak to nme in private?

ERAGON
Because, | found this in the Spine.
Peopl e around here don't care to
much for the place.

MERL OCK
Do you know why nme and ny fell ow
traders were late this year?

Er agon shakes hi s head.

MERLOCK ( CONT' D)
Qur wanderi ngs have been dogged
with m sfortune. Chaos seens to
rule Al agaseia. W can't seemto
avoid illness, attacks, and the
wor se bl ack | uck. Because the
Varden's attacks agai nst the
Enpire, Galbatorix is calling nore
men to the border. Men who are
needed to fight the Urgals.

Merl ock stops and picks up and drinks a CUP of WATER

MERL OCK
And even worst, there's talk of a
Shade, though the stories are
unconfirnmed. Not many people
survi ve such an encounter

ERAGON
Way haven't we heard of this?

MERL OCK
Because, these things have just
happened in the past few nonths.

GARROW
Nonsense! W haven't seen any

Ur gal s.
( MORE)

15.
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GARROW cont ' d)
The only one around here has his

horns hooked to the wall in Mdrn's
t avern!

MERL OCK
Maybe so...but this is a smal
village that's hidden by nountains.
No surprise that you haven't been
noticed yet. But if you haven't
noticed, strange things are
happeni ng, especially after the
appearing of that rock appearing!

EXT. CARVAHALL - DAY

Garrow is wal king swiftly through the thick crowd toward the
entrance to Carvahall. Eragon is wal king behind him trying
to keep up.

ERAGON
What do you think?

GARROW
I think I"mgoing to get nore
i nformati on.

I NT. HORST' S HOUSE - DUSK

Horst, Eragon, Garrow, Roran, and various other people sit
around a | arge, wooden table. Everyone is |aughing and eating
and dri nki ng.

MORN, a rough | ooking man, |leans forward with a dark [ ook in
his eye. Everyone gets quiet.

MORN
There's strange peopl e around here.
G ain buyers who cheat everyone out
of their noney.
(Breat)
They're telling ridiculous stories
about how the Varden had nmade a
pact with the Urgals and planned to
attack us. And how it was only for
the great King Gal batorix that we
haven't already be over taken by
their armes.

HORST
If they keep it up, there's gonna
be trouble.
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ERAGON
For who?

HORST
For them

EXT. CARVAHALL - FRONT FI ELD - N GHT

Hundr eds of people gather around a huge BONFI RE. Eragon,
Garrow, and Roran wal ks up to the group of people.

A DARK FI GURE, BROM an older man with a | arge beard and
bushy eye brows, stands right beside the BONFIRE. Everyone is
| ooki ng at him

BROM
Bef ore your grandfathers fathers
were born, and even before their
fathers were born, the Dragon
Ri ders were forned. To protect and
guard was their mssion. And for
t housands of years, they succeeded.
Their prowess in battle was
unmat ched. Each of the Ri ders had
the strength of ten nen.

The crowd is now conpletely quiet. Only the sound of Brom and
of the BONFI RE.

BROM ( CONT' D)

They were immrtal. Only for good
were their powers used. And as they
kept the peace, the |and
flourished. It was a golden tine.
The Elves were our allies, the
Dwarves our friends. But it could
not |ast. Though no eneny coul d
defeat them they could not guard
agai nst thensel ves.

(Beat)
And it cane to pass, that in the
gol den age of Al agaesia, GGalbatorix
was born.

EXT. FIELD - DAY
GALBATORI X (10) is fighting, with a sword, a RIDER After a

nmonment, Gal batorix hit's the Rider's sword out of the his
hands.
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BROM (V. O.)

At the age of ten, he was tested,
and the Riders found great power in
him The riders accepted him as

t hei r own.

EXT. MOUNTAI N SI DE - DAY

Gal batorix, now 17, is flying through the air on the back of
a |l arge BLACK DRAGON. On the ground below himthere is a
group of Urgals. The Black Dragon dives toward the group.

BROM (V. O.)

After his training was conpl ete, he
took a reckless trip with two
friends into the remaining
territory of the Urgals.

Gal batorix is slaughtering the Ugals with his sword. The
Bl ack Dragon is overtaken by Urgals and is falls to the

ground, dead.

BROM (V. O.)

He killed his attackers, but
tragically, his dragon was killed
in the battle. And thus the seeds
of madness were pl anted.

EXT. W LDERNESS - DAY

Gal batorix is wandering through a large grass plain. After a
nonent, he falls down to the ground, unconscious.

For

BROM (V. Q)
nont hs, he wandered, seeking

death, but it did not cone. He was
found and summpned to the Riders to
be judged. He demanded anot her
dragon, but the desperation in his
voi ce reveal ed before the Counci
what he truly was.

EXT. CARVAHALL - FRONT FI ELD - N GHT

Bromis standing in front of the fire, |ooking around at the

crowd.
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BROM (V. Q)

Deni ed his hope, Gal batori x,
t hrough the twisted mrror of
madness, cane to believe that it
was the Riders fault that his
dragon had been killed. And so,
ni ght after night, he brooded on
this, and planned his
exact...revenge. ..

(Beat)
Through sone ill fortune, he net a
Ri der nanmed Morzan. Mrzan was
strong in body, but weak in m nd.

(Beat)
They sl aughtered every Rider they
came in contact with. Wth each
kill, their strength grew. Twelve
of the Riders joined them because
of the desire for power. After
this, Galbatorix named hinself King
over Al agasesia. He's ruled us ever
si nce.

EXT. THE ROAD - PALENCAR VALLEY - N GHT

Eragon and Roran are sitting in the back of the WAGON, Garrow
isinthe front, controlling the horses. Eragon sits still.
He | ooks as if he is in deep thought.

GARROW
You two are very lucky to have
heard that story. He's only told it
twice, and if the Enpire knew he
had, he wouldn't live to see
anot her nont h.

I NT. ERAGON' S ROOM - NI GHT

A smal |l candle on Eragon's DRESSER |ights the room He pulls
t he Sapphire Stone out of his pack and sets it own his bed.

He pulls out a small, wooden HAMMER and taps it. After a few
nonents of tapping it in different places, he shakes his
head, sets the Stone on his dresser, and clinbs into his bed.
Qui ckly, his eyes close and he falls asleep.

DARKNESS. . .

A | oud SQUEAK is heard.
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A candle is |it and Eragon's room cones into view. Eragon is
holding it. He sets the candle down on his dresser and | ooks
around.

The SQUEAK is heard again. It's coming fromthe Sapphire
Stone. Eragon turns around and | ooks at it.

ERAGON
(Wi spering)
I"ve got nothing but trouble ever
since | found you...and now you
won't even let ne sleep!

Eragon gets back in his bed and closes his eyes. The Stone
SQUEAKS again. And it begins to ROCK. Eragon sits up in his
bed and scow s.

ERAGON
(Wi spering)
I don't care how val uabl e you are!
' m gonna destroy you!

CRACKS begin to appear on the Stone. Eragon stands still, and
| ooks at it. Entranced. Mdre CRACKS appear, and run straight
to the top of the Stone.

After a nonment, a small piece at the top of the Stone breaks
away fromthe rest, and falls to the floor. A snmall HEAD
appears pokes out of the hole in the top of Stone!

Eragon steps back fromthe stone. After a nonent, a shadowed
body is standi ng beside the stone.

Eragon | ooks shocked. It's a baby DRAGON! It's no |onger than
Eragon's forearm and its SCALES are deep SAPPH RE BLUE

After a nmonent, the dragon begins | ook around and wal k around
t he dresser.

Eragon reaches out with his hand and touches it on the back.
A bl ue FLASH cones fromthe dragon and | aunches Eragon back
onto the floor.

Eragon lets out a scream After a second, Eragon gets up off
the floor and listens to nake sure no one is com ng.

Eragon's hand turns red. He begins to scratch it, but stops
and | ooks at his palmin fear. A large blue OVAL appears in
the skin of his palm

A few nonments later a COLLAGE of VO CES can be heard. Eragon
puts his hands on his head and cl oses his eyes.
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A few seconds |ater he throws his hands down. The voi ces
stop. Eragon is out of breath.

Eragon quietly wal ks out of his roomand cl oses the door.

I NT. ERAGON S HOUSE - NI GHT

Eragon opens a large box and pulls out a long strip of MEAT
He wal ks back toward his room

I NT. ERAGON' S ROOM - NI GHT

Eragon wal ks into the roomand quietly closes the door. He
takes the strip of nmeat and sets it beside the dragon. The
dragon sniffs it at first and then starts to eat it.

Eragon smles. After a nonent, the dragon lay's down on its
back and falls asleep. Eragon waits a nonent, and then gently
pi cks the dragon up and takes it over to his bed. He sets it
down and then clinbs onto his bed and lay's down beside it.

ERAGON
What am | going to do with you...?

EXT. THE ROAD - PALENCAR VALLEY - MORNI NG

The sun is peeking over the tree tops. Eragon runs down the
dirt road. He's holding the dragon. After a nmoment, he wal ks
off the path and into the FOREST.

EXT. THE FOREST - PALENCAR VALLEY - SAME TI ME

Eragon wal ks deep into the forest. After a nonent, he stops
at a large, snow covered TREE. Eragon puts a small, | eather
bl anket over the dragon and sets it up on one of the |inbs.

ERAGON
Wl come hone...for now ..l don't
know what I'm going to do with you

Eragon takes a small rope and ties it to the dragons leg. He
then takes the other end of the rope and ties the dragon to
the tree.

ERAGON
Don't go trying to get away...|
don't know what the others would do
to you if they were to find you.
But | don't want to find out.
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EXT. BROM S HOUSE - DAY

Eragon knocks on Bromi s | arge, wooden, door. Brom wal ks up
behi nd Eragon.

BROM
What do you want, boy?

Eragon turns around, frightened.

ERAGON
I...wanted to ask you a few
guesti ons.

BROM
Wl l, you' d better cone inside,
then; we'll be talking a while.

Your questions never seemto end.

I NT. BROM S HOUSE - DAY

Brom pours two cups of tea. He wal ks over to the fire place
and hands Eragon one of the cups.

Eragon is sitting in a small rocking chair. Bromsits down in
anot her rocking chair across from Eragon.

A d BOOKS and SCROLLS are stacked up all over the room

Brompulls a SMXKING PIPE up to his lips and lights it with a
candl e that is beside him

BROM
Ah. .. here we go.
(Beat)
Now. . . what do you want ?
ERAGON
Wll, I've heard a | ot about the

Dragon Riders and their great
acconpl i shnents, and nost everyone
wants themto return. But |'ve
never heard any stories about how
they were started and what nade

t hem so speci al

BROM
A vast subject to tell about. If I
were to tell you the whole story
we'd still be sitting here next
Wi nter.
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Brom sucks on his pipe and lets out a snoke ring.

BROM
"Il start with the | ast
item..Dragons.

Eragon settles back in his chair and sips his tea.

BROM ( CONT' D)
Dragons have no begi nni ng, unless
it lies with the creation of
Al agaseia itself. And if they have
an end, it will be when this | and
peri shes. Dragon's can conmuni cate
with their Riders, also. The
dragons, dwarves, and a few other
creatures are true inhabitants of
this land. Their world was
unchanging until the first elves
sailed here in their silver ships.

ERAGON
VWhere did the el ves cone fronf

BROM
(Scow i ng)
Did you want your first question
answered or not ?!

ERAGON
(Enbarrassed)
Sorry.

Brom chuckl es under his breath.

BROM
No, your not.
(Beat)
If you nmust know, the elves cone
froma place they call Alalea. No
one knows what, or even where it
is.
Brom sucks on his pipe again and | ets out another snoke ring.
BROM ( CONT' D)
In fact, you were named after an
elf. The first Dragon Rider, to be
specific.

Eragon sits up - his eyes w de open.
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BROMVI
Ah...so you didn't know your
nanmesake?

ERAGON
No.

Eragon | ooks confused.

Brom stands up and wal ks out of the roomw th his tea cup.
After a nmonent, he returns with a full cup of tea. He sits
down on his chair and takes a sip of tea.

ERAGON
Do you renmenber any of the dragon
names?

BROM

Hm ..l ets see...there was Jura,

H rador, and Fundor-who fought the
gi ant sea snake. (al zra, Briam
Chen...umm .. Beroan. .

Brom stops for a nonent and lets a | arge snoke ring fl oat
into the air.

BROM
(Wi spering)
And Saphira..

Eragon sits back for a nonent. He then sets his tea cup down
on a small TABLE that is beside himand then stands up.

ERAGON
Wll, it's getting late and |
shoul d get back. .
BROM
(Curious)

Eragon? Way the sudden interest in
Dragons and such?

ERAGON
Um ..l heard a couple of...traders
tal ki ng about it.

BROM
Oh.
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I NT. ERAGON S HOUSE - DUSK

Eragon wal ks through the front door of the house and goes
into the kitchen. Garrow and Roran are already sitting at the
table. They each have a plate of food. Eragon sits down at an
enpty seat. A plate of food is already fixed for him

For a few nonents everything is silent. Roran | ooks up at
Garrow for a nonment and then back down at his plate.

GARROW
(To Roran)
What's wrong, Roran?

RORAN
Not hi ngs wrong. Its just
that...well, | was at Horst' today
to pick up a few things and a
stranger was there from
Theri nsford.

ERAGON
What's his nanme?
RORAN
Denpt on.
ERAGON
Oh.
RORAN
Anyway, he owns a MII. He was here

to get sone sockets nade for a
pi ece of machi nery.

GARROW
So?

RORAN
He offered me a job at the MII. If
| accept, I'Il leave wi th himwhen
he returns for the sockets...l plan

to take the job.

A few nonents of silence pass. Garrow | eans back in his
chair.

GARROW
Wy ?
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RORAN
Wll...l plan to marry Katrina, and
| can't do that w thout any noney.

GARROW
| see.

A few nore nonents of silence pass.

GARROW ( CONT' D)

Vel |, when do you | eave?
ERAGON

VWhat ?!
GARROW

Did you think I'd stop hinP It's
life's natural course.

(Beat)
When do you | eave?

RORAN
About two weeks.

EXT. THE FOREST - PALENCAR VALLEY - N GHT

Eragon is wal ki ng through the forest until he cones to the
TREE that he had left the dragon in.

The dragon is sitting right where Eragon left it. It is still
tied to the tree

Eragon takes the rope off of the dragon and pulls it out of
the tree. He looks at it for a second and then sets it on the
ground.

DRAGON (V. Q)
Er agon.
ERAGON
You need a nane...| heard a few
t oday; Maybe you'll Iike one. Let's

see...there was Vanilor, Eridor-

DRAGON (V. O.)
No. . .

The dragon | ooks anused.
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ERAGON
Um ..there was Ingothold...wait a
second! Your not a he...your a she,
aren't you.

The dragon sets its head down on the ground.
ERAGON ( CONT' D)
Vell, lets see then...l don't
remenber any na--wait--are
you. .. Saphi ra?

SAPHI RA (V. O
Yes. ..

EXT. GARROW S FARM - MORNI NG

The sun is rising above the trees. Snow covers the ground.
Eragon, Roran, and Garrow are standing on the front porch.

EXT. ERAGON S HOUSE - FRONT PORCH - SAME TI ME

Eragon and Roran have packs on. Garrow is standing by the
door with a sad | ook on his face.

RORAN
Wwn't you conme with us?
GARROW
No...no...l have...things to do.

Garrow holds out his hand and places noney into Roran's hand.
Roran smil es.

GARROW ( CONT' D)
It isn't nuch, but that and a
fathers blessing is all | have to
gi ve.

Roran enbraces Garrow for a nonent and then turns and wal ks
of f the porch. Eragon follows him
EXT. CARVAHALL - THE STREET - LATER

Eragon and Roran are wal king down the street. They cone to
the SM THY and wal k i nsi de.
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I NT. SM THY - DAY

Eragon and Roran cone through the door and stop. DEMPTON and
Horst are standing side by side in front of the counter.
Eragon and Roran wal k over to them

DEMPTON
(To Roran)
Are you ready?

Roran adj ust's his pack.

RORAN
Yes. Do we | eave soon?

DEMPTON
I"ve got a few things to take care
of, but we'll be gone within the

hour .

Denpt on wal ks over to Eragon.

DEMPTON
You nust be Eragon. | would offer
you a job, but Roran got the only

one.
(Beat)
Maybe in a year or two, eh?

Hor st wal ks over to Denpton and hands hima bag full of
SOCKETS.

HORST
They' re ready.

Hor st and Denpton shake hands. Horst wal ks out of the Smthy,
notioning for Eragon to fallow

EXT. CARVAHALL - THE STREET - SAME TI ME

Hor st wal ks out of the door and stands on the side of the

dirt street. A nonent |ater, Eragon cones out and stands
besi de Horst.

ERAGON
What do you think of hinf
HORST
He's a good man. | wouldn't worry.

Hor st wi pes his hand over his face.
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Er agon

Er agon

Er agon

HORST
Do you renmenber the fight you had
wi th Sl oan?

ERAGON
If you' re asking about paynment for
the neat, | haven't forgotten

HORST
No, no...Il trust you. Wiat | was
wondering about is if you still had

t hat bl ue stone?

| ooks confused and worri ed.

ERAGON
| do, but why do you ask?

HORST
As soon as you get hone, get rid of
it.

| ooks shocked and worri ed.

HORST
Two nmen showed up yesterday,
dressed in black and carrying
swords. Made ny skin crawl just
| ookin" at 'em

| ooks around nervously.

HORST ( CONT' D)
About m d-day they started asking
if a stone like yours had been
found. No one with any sense said
anything, but I could nane a few
who would talk. And the two nmen are
at it again today.

| ooks very worried, and gul ps down his spit.

ERAGON
Thank you for telling ne. Wuld you
happen to know where these nen are?

HORST
(Stern)
I didn't warn you 'cause | thought
you needed to talk to them Leave
Carvahal | . Go hone!

29.



ERAGON
Alright, if you think I shoul d.
HORST
| do.
(Beat)

| may just be overreacting, but
t hese strangers give ne a bad
feeling.

ERAGON
["lIl I eave right now.

Eragon turns and runs inside of the Smthy.

I NT. SM THY - DAY
Eragon cones through the door and enbraces Roran.

RORAN
Aren't you going to stay a little
whi | e | onger?

Er agon | aughs.

ERAGON
There's nothing for me to do! You
can't expect nme to sit around and
do nothing all day!

RORAN
Vell, alright. | guess this is the
last time we'll be seeing each
other for a few nonths.
ERAGON
(Hastily)

I"msure it won't seemthat |ong.

Eragon and Roran enbrace one last tine and smle at each
ot her.

ERAGON
Good bye, cousin.

RORAN
You take care of yourself.

Eragon smiles and then turns to wal k out the door.

30.
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EXT. CARVAHALL - THE STREET - DAY
Eragon cones through the door and wal ks past Horst.

Eragon wal ks down the street until Horst is out of sight and
t hen ducks behind a buil di ng.

Eragon runs through alley ways quietly until he hears the
munbl i ng words of three people.

Eragon stops and pokes his head around the corner of the
bui I di ng.

Two BLACK FI GURES, the RAZ' AC, are standing in front of
Sl oan.

RAZ' AC #1
When did this happen?

SLOAN
A few weeks ago.

Eragon turns back around and hi des behind the wall.

ERAGON

(Quietly)
He's telling them

Eragon turns and | ooks at the Raz' ac and Sl oan again.

RAZ' AC #2
Are you sure? If are sonehow
m staken, it will be
nost . .. unpl easant.

SLCOAN
( Shaken)
Yeah, I'msure. He had it then.
Everyone knows about it. Go ask
t heml

RAZ' AC #1
Your informati on has been npst
hel pful. W will not forget you.

Sl oan nods his head and then swiftly wal ks away.
Eragon turns to get a better view. A small ROCK is broken off

the wall. It hits the ground and a | oud "CRACK!" Can be
hear d.
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The two Raz'ac turn and stand in a crouching position. They
et out a "Hiss."

Eragon's face fills with fear. The Raz'ac begin to slowy and
soundl essly wal k toward hi m

BROM (O S.)
Er agon!

Eragon jerks around and sees Bromcalling him
Brom hurries over to Eragon, not seeing the Raz'ac.

The Raz' ac stop and glare at Eragon for a nonent, and then
quietly slip away.

Eragon falls to the ground, shivering. Brom pulls Eragon up.

BROM
What ' s wrong?

ERAGON
Nothing. | just got a little dizzy
all of a sudden. | don't know why,
t hough.

BROM
You'll recover, but perhaps you'd

better go hone.

ERAGON
I think you're right. Mybe |
shoul d go hone.

Eragon | ooks worri ed.

Brom hol ds out his hand, Eragon shakes it. Brompulls his
hand back and accidently pulls Eragon's GLOVE off. It falls
to the ground. Brom bends down and picks it up.

BROM
Cl unsy ne.

Brom st ands back up and qui ckly turns Eragon's hand over.
Brom | ooks at the Blue Oval on Eragon's palmfor a quick
nonment and then sets the glove in Eragon's hand.

Eragon quickly pulls his arm down.

ERAGON
Goodbye.
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Eragon turns and wal ks away. Behind him Bromstarts to
whistle a nmerry tune.

EXT. THE ROAD - PALENCAR VALLEY - DUSK

Eragon is running as fast as he can down the road. Sweat is
rolling down his face. He cones to the end of the path. About
a mle away, Eragon's house is sitting in a field. Garrowis
standing by the BARN that is beside the house.

ERAGON
I nmust tell himabout her.

Eragon cl oses his eyes and | ooks up.

ERAGON (V. Q)
Saphi r a!

A nonent passes.

SAPHIRA (V. Q)
(O f screen)
| cone.

A few nonents pass. Suddenly, the |oud wi ngs of Saphira can

be heard fl apping. After a nonent, Saphira |ands down in the
path. She is now al nost fully grown. She folds her w ngs up

besi de her.

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
What ' s wrong?

ERAGON (V. Q)
There were strangers in Carvahal
today. They were dressed in black
and carried swords...they were
aski ng about the egg.s

Saphira junps up onto her back legs and lets out a |oud roar.

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
Fire! Enem es! Death! Murderers!

ERAGON (V. Q)
Saphira! Garrow will hear!

Saphira continues to kick her front legs into the air. She
| ets out another roar.
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SAPHI RA (V. Q)
QGat hs betrayed, souls killed, eggs
shattered! Bl ood everywhere.
Mur der er s!

Eragon cl oses his eyes and strains. Saphira' s voice fades out
of his head. Saphira continues to junp and roar. Eragon grabs
a spi ke on her back and pulls hinself onto her back.

Eragon rubs her side with his hand and he huns to her.

ERAGON
That's enough! Everything is going
to be alright.

Saphira cal ms down and then kicks off the ground and fly's
into the air.

ERAGON S POV:

Everyt hing bel ow i s qui ckly di sappearing. The sky ahead is
zoom ng toward Eragon.

END ERAGON S
POV:

Saphira is drifting through the air. She is mles above the
ground.

ERAGON (V. Q)
W have to go back! Those strangers
are comng! Garrow has to be
war ned!

Saphira doesn't answer. A few nonents pass and then | arge
nount ai ns conme into view all around.

A gust of wi nd batters agai nst Eragon. Saphira noves her
neck. Eragon is jerked to one side. He winces in pain and
| ooks down at the ground.

Suddenly, Saphira begins to spiral toward the ground. After a
nonent, she drops into a small opening in the forest bel ow.
EXT. A FOREST - THE SPI NE - DUSK

As Saphira hits the ground, Eragon quickly slides off her and
hits the ground.

Eragon's | egs buckle and he falls down. HE winces and then
| ooks down at his |legs. They are bl eeding badly through his
pants on the inside of his thighs.
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ERAGON
G eat!

Eragon wi nces agai n.

ERAGON (V. Q)
Wiy did you do this?! Garrow needs
our hel p!

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
Mur der er s!

ERAGON (V. Q)
You take ne on this ridicul ous
j our ney when Garrow needs us, and
your scal es have scrapped the skin
of my legs! Is that what you
want ed!

SAPHI RA (V. O.)
No.

Eragon lets his head fall to the ground.
ERAGON (V. Q)
I"mgoing to freeze if you don't
make a shelter for ne.

Saphira wal ks over to Eragon and curls up around him Her
stomach runbl es.

ERAGON
Garrow. . .
(Beat)
What have | done?

A single tear roles down Eragon's face. He closes his eyes.

EXT. GARROW S FARM - NI GHT

Al is still. Snoke is rising fromthe chimey. Suddenly, the
house appears to be on fire.

Two bl ack figures bust down the door of Eragon's house and
wal k in.
I NT. ERAGON S HOUSE - NI GHT

Garrow runs to the door and then starts to scream
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The figures are the Raz'ac. One of the Raz'ac lifts his sword
in the air and swings it at Garrow.

Everything turns white and blurs out.

EXT. A FOREST - THE SPI NE - DAWN

Eragon, panicking, opens his eyes. Sweat is |ayered across
his face.

Saphira is still lying over him

ERAGON
Cet up!

Saphira starts to nove a little bit, and then stands all the
way up and noves. Sunshine blinds Eragon.

After a nonent, he gets up and wobbl es over to a tree.

Eragon breaks a branch off of the tree and uses it as a
crutch. He | ooks at Saphira.

ERAGON (V. Q)
WIIl you take nme hone?

Saphira cocks her head up in the air.

ERAGON (V. Q)
| know you don't want to, but we
both owe it to Garrow. He as taken
care of nme, and through ne, you. Is
that a debt you are willing to
i gnor e?

Saphira turns and | ooks at Eragon.

ERAGON (V. Q)
What is to be said of us in the
years to cone? That we hid |ike
cowards while ny uncle was in
troubl e? Even a Shade woul d run
fromyou, and yet you hide in the
nmountains like a frightened Rabbit!

Saphira lets out a roar and junps back onto her back |egs for
a nonment. Then she | ooks at Eragon.

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
I will take you because of a debt
owed. But into foolishness we fly.
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Eragon | ooks up into the sky.

ERAGON
Fool i shness or not, there is no
ot her choi ce.

Eragon takes a knife fromhis pocket and cuts two parts of
his shirt off. He wal ks over to Saphira and slowy and
pai nfully clinbs onto her back.

Eragon takes the two pieces of shirt and puts them under his
t hi ghs. Saphira junps into the air. Eragon w nces.

ERAGON (V. Q)
Fast er!

EXT. SKY - DAY

Saphira is flying lowto the ground and is noving very fast.
Eragon is clinching on to her back.

Eragon | ooks at the ground. There is a burning house and
burni ng barn. Eragon | ooks scared. Saphira dives down toward
t he ground.

EXT. GARROW S FARM - DAY

Saphira | ands on the ground. Eragon's house and barn is
col I apsed. Sone wood is still burning. Eragon junps off
Saphira, yelping at the pain. Hs eyes are full of tears. He
| ooks scared, angry, and shocked.

ERAGON
Uncl el

There is no answer. Eragon's eyes are red. He runs toward the
house.

ERAGON
Uncl el

Eragon starts |ooking through the scraps of wood. He is still
crying.

ERAGON
This is your fault! If you hadn't
t aken nme away!

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
You would not be alive if we had
st ayed.
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ERAGON (V. Q)
We coul d have warned hi nl

Eragon drops to his butt and grabs his legs in pain. For a
nonent he just | ooks around in tears. Then he spots
sonet hing! A pale hand is sticking up out of the wood.

Eragon rushes over to the hand and pulls the wood away.

It's Garrow. H's face is burnt and deforned and so is the
rest of his body.

Eragon grabs Garrow s hand and starts to cry even harder.

ERAGON
Uncl el

Eragon | ooks over Garrow s body for a nonent. Garrow s ot her
hand has a piece of torn, black, fabric that matches the
clothes of the Raz' ac.

Eragon takes the piece of fabric and holds it up. Anger and
rage fills his eyes.

EXT. THE ROAD - PALENCAR VALLEY - DAY

Garrow s body is tied up to two boards that are hooks to
Saphira's stomach.

Eragon slowy clinbs onto her back. He wi nces in pain.

ERAGON
Now!

Saphira junps into the air at incredible speed. Blood is
dri pping from Eragon's |egs.

EXT. SKY - DAY
Saphira is flying low to the ground.

ERAGON (V. Q)
Fall ow the road. It'll give you
enough roomto | and.

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
I m ght be seen.

ERAGON (V. Q)
It doesn't matter anynore!
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Saphira roars and then drops down a little lower to the
ground and begins to fallow the road.

A few nonments pass and then Carvahall conmes into viewonly a
coupl e of mles ahead.

Saphi ra buckl es her wi ngs and drops toward the ground.

EXT. THE ROAD - PALENCAR VALLEY - DAY

Saphira lands on the ground softly and bends down. Eragon
pai nfully slides off and wal ks around to Garrow s body.

Eragon untied Garrow and sets himon the ground. He then
t akes one of the boards and roles Garrow onto it and ties him
down.

ERAGON (V. Q)
Find yourself a place to hide.
You'll have to take care of
yoursel f for a while.

SAPHI RA (V. O.)
I will wait.

Saphira wal ks into the forest. Eragon grabs the board and
begins to pull Garrow down the road.

Eragon grits his teeth in pain as bl ood pours out of his
| egs. He stops after a nonent and | ooks into the sky.

ERAGON
| can't do this!

For a nonent Eragon waits, and then starts to wal k again,
tears in his eyes.

A few nonents pass.

BROM (O S.)
Er agon!

After a nmonent, Brom cones into view Eragon | ooks confused.
Bromis waving his hands. The side of Brom s head is covered
in dry bl ood.

Brom s voi ce sounds distorted.

BROM
Er agon!

ERAGON S POV:
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Everything begins to fade out. Bromis rushing towards
Eragon. After a nonment, everything goes bl ack.

END ERAGON S POV

DREAM SEQUENCE
An i mage of a boat appears and then
di sappears. Another image of a
group of people boarding the boat
is seen. An image f a man sitting
on a river bank can be seen. His
face cannot be made out. The man
| ets out an aching cry. A quick
i mage of two dragons in the sky
appears, and then all goes bl ack.

I NT. GERTRUDE' S HOUSE - ROOM - NI GHT

Eragon opens his eyes. He is lying in a small bed in an enpty
room The door is open.

There is a fireplace that is burning. In front of the
fireplace sits an OLDER WOVAN, CERTRUDE. She is sitting in a
smal | rocking chair. She's asleep.

After a noment, Eragon sits up. He winces in pain.
Gertrude opens her eyes.

CERTRUDE
Oh, you're awake! How are you?

ERAGON
Wl | enough, where's Garrow?

GERTRUDE
Over at Horst's house. There wasn't
enough roomto keep you both here.

ERAGON
How i s he?

There is a long silence.

CGERTRUDE
Not good. He has a fever that
refuses to break, and his injuries
aren't healing.

ERAGON
| have to see him
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Gertrude gets up and wal ks over to a small table. There is a
smal |l pot and a bowl with a spon in it, lying on the table.

GERTRUDE
Not until you've had sonethin' to
eat .
ERAGON
How | ong have | been here?
GERTRUDE
Two full days.
ERAGON
(Wi spering)
Saphi r a!
GERTRUDE
Hm P
ERAGON
Not hi ng.

Gertrude wal ks over to Eragon and hands hima bow full of
soup.

Eragon sups the soup carefully.

EXT. CARVAHALL - THE STREET - LATER

Eragon can be seen through the wi ndow of Gertrude's house.

I NT. GERTRUDE' S HOUSE - ROOM - NI GHT

Eragon takes a sip of his soup and then sets the bow to the
si de.

ERAGON
Now can | see Garrow?

GERTRUDE
You're a determ ned one, aren't
you?
(Beat)
Very wel | .

EXT. CARVAHALL - THE STREET - N GHT

Horst large, two story house, sits on a large hill.
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Eragon and Gertrude are slowy wal king toward it. Eragon
| eans agai nst Gertrude as he |inps al ong.

EXT. HORST'S HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER

Eragon and Gertrude are standing on Horst's porch. Gertrude
knocks on the door.

A few nonents pass and then Horst's wife, ELAIN, a woman in
her late thirties, cones to the door.

ELAI N
(Softly)
Pl ease, cone in.

Eragon and Gertrude follow Elain into the house. They stop
once they are in the LIVING ROOM

El ain gives Eragon a sad smle, and then | ooks at GCertrude.

ELAI N
I was about to send for you. He
isn"t doing well. You should see
hi mright away.

CGERTRUDE
You'll have to hel p Eragon up the

stairs.
Gertrude hurries up the stairs that are right behind her.

Eragon slowmy wal ks over to the steps. As he puts his foot on
the first step, Elain reaches out to help him

ERAGON
It's CK, | can do it.

ELAI' N
Are you sure?

Elain pulls her arm back. Eragon slowy takes a step up to
t he next step. He winces in pain. Elain holds her arns right
behi nd hi m

I NT. HORST'S HOUSE - ROOM - N GHT

Garrow s deforned body is lying on a small bed in the corner
of the room GCertrude is exam ning Garrow. She has her hand
on his forehead.
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Eragon slowmy wal ks into the room Elain follow ng right
behi nd.

Eragon wal ks over to the bed. He | ooks at Garrow s burnt
face. A tear rolls down his cheek.

Katrina is standing by the fireplace in another corner,
boi I i ng rags.

Eragon lifts the blankets that cover Garrow s stomach. There
are bandages covering all over him GCertrude takes on of them
off. Alarge burn mark is seen for a nonment, and then
Gertrude puts another bandage on.

Eragon | ooks at Certrude wi th hopel ess eyes.

ERAGON
Can't you do anyt hi ng?

CGERTRUDE
I"ve tried everything. But still,
t hi ngs coul d change for the better.
He's a strong man.

Eragon turns and | ooks out a small w ndow in the room

El ai n wal ks up behind Eragon and puts her hand on his
shoul der .

ELAI N
You should | eave for a little
whi | e.

ERAGON

I want to stay.

ERAGON
Don't worry, you can cone back. Wy
don't you cone down and get sone of
ny fresh apple pie?

I NT. HORST'S HOUSE - KITCHEN - N GHT

Eragon and Elain walk into the kitchen. Horst is sitting at
the table eating a slice of pie.

Eragon wal ks over to the table and sits down. Elain brings
hima slice of pie and a glass of mlKk.

ERAGON

(Quietly)
Thank you.



Eragon takes a bite of the pie.

HORST
How are you?

ERAGON
Terri bl e.

Eragon takes a few nore bites.

HORST
I know this isn't the best tine,
but we need to know.

ERAGON
Know what ?

HORST
. what happened.

ERAGON
| don't really renenber.

Hor st | eans forward.

HORST
Eragon, | was one of the people who
went to your farm Your house
didn't just burn down. Sonething
tore it to pieces.

Eragon takes a few nore bites of his food and then,
st ands up.

ERAGON
I"'mtired. 1'mgoing back to
Gertrude's house to sl eep.
ELAI N
Way don't you stay with us?
ERAGON
Do you have enough roonf
ELAI N
O course! Cone with ne, 1'll get

everyt hi ng ready.

I NT. HORST'S HOUSE - ROOM 2 - NI GHT

Eragon is lying in a bed that's just like Garrow s.

44.
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A few nonents pass and then Gertrude conmes in through the
door. Eragon opens his eyes and | ooks at her.

ERAGON
How i s he?
GERTRUDE
Well, the fever's gone and sone of
his burns are healing.
(Beat)
He'll be fine. You go on to sleep.

Eragon pulls his blankets up to his neck and then closes his
eyes.
I NT. HORST'S HOUSE - ROOM 2 - LATER

Eragon jolts upright. He is breathing hard and sweat is
| ayered across his forehead.

The SOUNDS of people nmunbling can be heard down the hall way.
Eragon slowy gets up fromhis bed and wal ks out into the
hal | way. Garrow s door is open and peopl e are gathered
around.

Eragon | ooks pale as he wal ks to Garrow s room Everyone
makes room for Eragon to get through. They all | ook sad.

Garrow is lying his bed. He has a new pair of clothes on and
his hands are crossed over his stomach. Tears begin to flood
out of Eragon's eyes. Elain rushes over to Eragon and puts
her arnms around him

After a few nonents pass, Elain guides Eragon back to his
room

I NT. HORST' S HOUSE - ROOM 2 - SAME TI ME

El ain stops at the door and watches Eragon |ay down on his
bed. After a nonment, she wal ks over to the bed and stands
besi de him

Eragon raps up with his blankets. His eyes are full of tears.

ERAGON
He didn't deserve this!

El ain"s hand touches Eragon's head. Eragon continues to cry.
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I NT. HORST' S HOUSE - ROOM 2 - DAWN
Eragon is sitting by the wi ndow Tears flow down his cheeks.

ERAGON
|l can't live with this.

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
Then don't.

ERAGON (V. Q)
What woul d you have nme do? Garrow s
gone forever!

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
Your heat is the only guide to the
answer .

Eragon | ooks confused for a nonent.

ERAGON (V. Q)
What do you want ne to do...pursue
t he strangers?

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
Yes.

Eragon sits there, silent.

ERAGON (V. Q)
Am | strong enough for this?

ERAGON

You have ne.

(Beat)
There is nothing left for you here.
And there's nothing nore dangerous
than an enenmy with nothing to | ose.
And that is the very thing you have
becone.

A few nonents pass and then Eragon | ooks at the door.

ERAGON
I wll go.

Eragon stands up. He slightly w nces but wal ks over to his
bed wi t hout problem HE grabs his pack off the floor and sets
it on the bed. He opens it and packs a pair of clothes init.
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I NT. HORST' S HOUSE - DAWN

Eragon quietly wal ks down the stairs. He then wal ks over to
t he door and Iistens.

ELAI N
...place to stay. We have room

Eragon sighs and then quietly wal ks over to the front door.
He | ooks back and then, quietly, wal ks out.
EXT. CARVAHALL - THE STREET - DAWN

Eragon stays | ow as he wal ks off the porch and down the
street.

No one el se is outside. Eragon stops at Sloan's Butcher Shop.
He | ooks around and then, quietly, enters the building.
I NT. BUTCHER SHOP - DAWN

Eragon | ooks around as he wal ks behind the counter. He spots
a large slab of neat and wal ks over to it.

Eragon bends down and grabs the neat and quietly slides it

into his Pack. After a nonent, he | ooks around, and then
wal ks out of the buil ding.

EXT. CARVAHALL - THE STREET - DAWN

Eragon wal ks of f the porch and starts wal ki ng down the
street.

BROM (O S.)
Goi ng sonewher e?

Behi nd Eragon stands Brom
Eragon swiftly turns around in surprise.

ERAGON
VWhat ?

BROM
| hope you have enough neat for our
dr agon.



ERAGON
(Afraid)
What are you tal ki ng about ?
BROM
Don't fool with ne. I know where

t hat mark, gedwey ignasia: shining
pal m on your palmconmes from you
have touched a dragon hatchling. |
know why you canme to ne with all of
t hose questi ons.

ERAGON
( Conf used)
How d you find out?
BROMVI
There were clues and hints
everywhere. All | had to do was pay

attention

ERAGON (V. Q)
Saphira, we've been found out! |
need you!

Saphira does not answer. Eragon |ooks very confused and
frustrated.

BROMVI
|'ve talked with her. She has
agreed to hover over us until we
settle our differences.

ERAGON
How coul d you tal -

BROM
Now tell ne, where are you goi ng?

ERAGON
I was going to...find a safe place
for me to rest while I heal.

BROM
And after that.

ERAGON
I...1 was going to hunt down the
strangers and kill them

48.
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BROM
A mghty task for one so young.
Certainly a worthy endeavor and one
you are fit to carry out. Thought
it strikes me that help would be
unwel cone.

Brom wal ks over to a |large BUSH and pulls out a | arge PACK
He puts it on.

BROM
Anyway, |'mnot going to sit around
while sonme stripling gets to run
around wi th a dragon.

A few nonents pass.

ERAGON
| don't need help, but you can
cone.

BROM
Vel | then we had best be going.
(Beat)
I think you'll find that you're
dragon will listen to you now.
ERAGON (V. Q)
Saphi ra?

EXT. SKY - DAWN
Saphira soars through the cl ouds.
SAPHI RA (V. Q)
Yes?
EXT. CARVAHALL - THE STREET - DAWN
ERAGON (V. Q)
WIIl you neet us at the farnf
EXT. SKY - DAWN
Saphira turns and dives dowward a bit.

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
So you've conme to an agreenent?
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EXT. CARVAHALL - THE STREET - DAWN
Eragon | ooks up at Brom
ERAGON (V. Q)
| guess so.
EXT. SKY - DAWN

Saphira flies toward the ground and then | evel s out.

EXT. CARVAHALL - THE STREET - DAWN
Eragon adj ust he Pack.

ERAGON
They' re probably | ooking for ne.

BROM
Probably. Shall we go?

ERAGON
| want to leave a letter with Ror-

BROM
It's already been taken care of. |
sent a letter to himexplaining a
few things. Satisfactory?

Eragon sinply nods and they begin to wal k down the street.

EXT. SKY - DAY

Saphira dives towards the ground. Brom and Eragon can be seen
standi ng by the ruins of Eragon's house.

EXT. GARROW S FARM - DAY

Saphira | ands, smashing the grass underneath her feet.

BROM
VWat's it's nanme?

ERAGON
Saphi r a.

A pl easure | ook crosses Bronis face.
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ERAGON
O all the nanmes you gave ne, its
the only one she liked.
(Beat)
| think it fits.

A nonment passes. Brom has an unreadabl e | ook on his face.
Eragon waits for a nonent, and then walks into what is left
of his house.

He searches for the spot that his roomonce was, and finds
it. He looks around for a nonent, and then finds his BOW

It's alittle scuffed up, but it's not unusable.

He | ooks around for a bit nore and finds his QU VER The
|l eather isn't harned at all. He smles, satisfied.

After a nonment, Eragon wal ks over to Saphira and Brom

BROM
VWhere to now?

ERAGON
W find a place to hide.

BROM
Do you have a place in m nd?

ERAGON
Yes.

Eragon straps his Quiver to his Pack with a ROPE and then
puts it on his back.

ERAGON
Fol | ow ne.

Saphira junps into the air.

EXT. THE FOREST - PALENCAR VALLEY - DAY

A large, irregular clearing is right in the center of the
forest.

Eragon and Bromwal k into the clearing. Saphira | ands ri ght
in the center of the clearing.

BROM
Does anyone el se no about this?
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ERAGON
No. | found it when we first noved
here.
EXT. THE FOREST - PALENCAR VALLEY - N GHT

There is nowa FIRE in the center of the clearing. Brom and
Eragon are sitting by it. Saphira is curled up around them

Bromis quietly snoking his pipe and |ooking into the fire.

ERAGON
Wiy do you want to travel with ne?

A ring of snoke rises from Bronm s nouth.

BROM
| have vested interest in keeping
you alive.

ERAGON
What do you nean?

BROM
To put it bluntly, I"'ma
storyteller and | think you'll nake

a fine story.
(Beat)s

Eragon, you're the first dragon Rider to exist out of the
king's control in over a thousand years. Wat wi |l happen to
you? WIIl you die a martyr Join the Varden? O wll you kill
King Gal batorix? Al fascinating questions. And | will be
there to see every bit of it.

A few nonments pass. Eragon gazes into the fire.
ERAGON
That may be, but tell ne, how can
you tal k to Saphira.

Brom takes a few nonents to put nore TOBACCO i nto his pipe.

BROM
Very well. If it's answers you
want, its answers you'll get, but

t hey may not be to your IiKking.

Brom stands up and wal ks over to his Pack near the edge of
the clearing. He picks it up and sets it down by the fire.
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He then opens the Pack and pulls out a | ong OBJECT, around
three feet long, that is wapped in CLOTH.

Slowy, Brompulls the cloth away fromthe object, revelling
a SWORD.

The Sword has a gol den handle that has a red RUBY the size of
a bird egg engraved in it. It's BLADE is crinson red.

After all of the cloth is pulled away, Brom hands the Sword
to Eragon.

BROM
This was once a Riders blade. It's
nane is Zar'roc.

Eragon swings it around a few tines.

ERAGON
Were' d you get it?

Brom takes a few nonents and t hen answers.

BROM
It doesn't matter. Al I will say
is that it took nme many nasty and
dangerous adventures to attain it.

Eragon swings it one nore tine.

BROM ( CONT' D)
Consider it yours. You have nore of
aclaimto it than | do. And before
all is done, I think you will need
it.

Eragon holds the sword up and | ooks at the bl ade.

ERAGON
It is a princely gift. 1I'm honored.

Brom wal ks over to his Pack and pulls out a BELT with a | arge
SHEATH on it. He wal ks back to Eragon and hands it to him

Eragon takes it and slowy slides the sword into it.

BROM
Now, if you nmust know, anyone can
learn to speak to a dragon, with
the right know edge.

( MORE)
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BROMV cont ' d)
I know nore about dragons than
al nrost everyone else alive...l'm

of fering nmy know edge to you as a
shortcut, for by yourself, it would
take you years to learn

How | know so nuch, I will keep to nyself.
Eragon and Bromsit down by the fire again.

ERAGON
Do you have know edge of the
strangers?

BROM
Ah, yes. They are called the
Raz'ac. They weren't seen before
Gal batorix was king. Little is
known about them but | can tel
you one thing: they aren't human.
When | glinpsed one of their heads
| saw sonething that resenbled a
beak and they have small, beady
eyes. How t hey manage to speak our
tongue baffles ne.

Brom lights his pipe and sucks in snoke, and lets it out as a
ring.

BROM
As for their powers, they are
stronger than any man and can junp
i ncredi bl e heights, but they cannot
use magi c. Be thankful for that,
for if they could, you would
probably already be in their grasp.

ERAGON
How many are there?

BROM
As far as | know, only the two
you' ve seen. But there could be

nor e.
ERAGON
Wiy were they searching for
Saphi ra?
BROM

They're the king' s personal dragon
hunters. Wenever runor of a dragon
or dragon egg is heard by the Kking,
he sends themto search for it.



Everything is silent for alittle while.

ERAGON
Wiere'd you get that scar on your
head?

BROM

I was sneaking around the Raz' ac's
canpsite one night, trying to find
as ny information about them as I

coul d, when they surprised ne from

t he shadows. | managed to get away,
but not wi thout this token of ny
stupidity.

Eragon | ays back and | ooks into the sky.

ERAGON
When you saw the scar on ny palm
why didn't you warn me about the
Raz' ac? | could have warned Garrow.

BROM

(Apol ogeti c¢)
I was unsure of what to do at the
time. | thought | could keep the
Raz'ac away fromyou until they
left, and then confront you about
Saphira. But they outsmarted ne.
Its a mstake that | deeply regret,
and has cost you dearly.

Eragon sits up with a demandi ng | ook on his face.

ERAGON
Who are you!? |'ve trusted you this
far because Saphira respects you,
but no nore! Why does a storyteller
happen to have a Riders bl ade? Wy
do you know so nuch about the
Raz' ax?

BROM
| thought | made it clear | wasn't
going to tal k about that.

ERAGON
My uncle is dead because of you!
Dead! You're not the person |'ve
known all these years. Explain
your sel f!
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A few long nonents pass as Bromlets out snmoke rings from
hi s nout h.

BROM
You probably haven't thought about
it, but nost of ny Iife has been
spent out of Carvahall. |'ve played
many roles to many people. I've a
conpl i cated past.

ERAGON
Then who are you?

BROM
" m sonmeone who wants to hel p you-
do not scorn those words, for they
are the truest |'ve ever spoken.
But I will not answer your
guesti ons.

ERAGON
I"mgoing to sleep

Eragon | ooks at the stars for a nonent, and then closes his
eyes.
EXT. THE FOREST - PALENCAR VALLEY - DAWN

Eragon opens his eyes. A few tears run down his cheeks. After
a nmonment, he w pes them away and stands up.

Bromis cooking breakfast over the fire. Eragon wal ks over
and sits down by the fire, with his hands under his arnpits.

BROM
Good norni ng.

Eragon grunts in reply. After a few nonents, Eragon stands up
and wal ks over to his pack. He pulls out a |arge piece of
| eat her.

BROM

What are you going to do with that?
ERAGON

Make a saddl e for Saphira.
BROM

. ..

(Beat)
VWll lets see, there are two types

of saddl es for dragons.
( MORE)
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BROMV cont ' d)

One that takes time and tools to
make, two things we don't have, and
one that is nothing nore than a

| ayer between the rider and the

dr agon.
ERAGON

Do you know what they | ook |ike?
BROM

Better, | can make one.

EXT. THE FOREST - PALENCAR VALLEY - LATER

Bromties two final straps of |eather together and then
stands up, holding a conpl eted saddl e. HE wal ks over to
Saphira. She bends down a little, allowing Bromto put the
saddl e on her back.

Brom wal ks over to Eragon and | ooks at Saphira.

ERAGON
Thank you. ..

Brom wal ks over to the fire. Eragon turns to follow him but
stops when Saphira says-

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
Aren't you going to try it out?

ERAGON (V. Q)
Maybe tonmorrow. It's late.
EXT. THE FOREST - PALENCAR VALLEY - N GHT

Brom and Eragon are |lying down by the fire. Bromis snoking
his pipe and Eragon is staring into the fire.

BROM
Eragon, I'msorry for the way
things turned out. | didn't nean

for any of this to happen.

Eragon doesn't respond and avoids Brom s eyes. A few nonents
pas.

BROM
W' Il need to get horses in
Therinsford tonorrow.

ERAGON
You do, but | have Saphira.
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Brom shakes hi s head.

BROM
| can't keep up with a dragon, and
it'll be safer if we trave

t oget her.

EXT. THE FOREST - PALENCAR VALLEY - DAWN
The sky is gray and the wind is bl ow ng.

Eragon and Brom are wal ki ng through the forest. Eragon's
sword, Zar'roc, is tied to his waist.

Saphira soars over the forest and then darts into the clouds.

EXT. A FIELD - PELENCAR VALLEY - LATER

Eragon and Brom are wal king through a large field. A few
m | es ahead the large village of THERI NSFORD can be seen.

The buil dings and HOVES sit in no particular order and | ook
fairly run down.

Eragon and Brom stop and |l ook at it in disgust.

EXT. THE STREET - THERI NSFORD - LATER

Eragon and Brom wal k down the crowded street. A young BOY
runs past Brom

Bromturns and grabs the Boy by the shoul der. The Boy turns
around and | ooks at Brom

BROM
Do you know where we can buy
hor ses?
The Boy points up the street, where a snmall barn can be seen.

BROM
Thank you.
I NT. HABERTH S BARN - MOMENTS LATER

The doors are open to the barn. Horse stalls |line each side
of the building all the way to the back.
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A m ddl e-aged man, HABERTH, is groom ng a beautiful white
stallion, SNOWI RE.

Eragon and Bromwal k into the barn. Haberth | ooks up at them
as they wal k over to him

BROM
That's a beautiful aninal.

HABERTH

Yes, it is. It's nane i s Snowfire.
M ne's Haberth.

Brom and Haberth shake hands.

HABERTH
Can | help you?

BROM
We need two fast horses with a full
set of tack for both.

Haberth wal ks to the back of the barn and grabs two saddl es
off the wall. He sets them on the ground.

Habert h wal ks over to a BAY horse. He also | ooks at the BAY
in the stall beside the first.

HABERTH
WIIl these do?

Brom | ooks at the first Bay.

BROM
VW'l wake him

Brom | ooks at the second.

BROM
The other, I'"mnot so sure of.
HABERTH
He's got a good pair of legs on
em
BROM
Mm .. how much will you take
Snowfire?

Haberth gl ances at Snowfire.
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HABERTH
I do not wish to sell him He's the
finest |'ve ever bred.

BROM
If you were willing to part with
him how much would all this cost
me?

Haberth doesn't respond for a nonent.

HABERTH
200 coins, no |ess.

Brom pulls out a bag of coins and counts through it. After a
nonent, he hands it to Haberth.

BROM
WIl this do?

Haberth | ooks in the bag of coins and then at Snowfire.

EXT. THE STREET - THERI NSFORD - MOMVENTS LATER

Bromis | eading Snowfire down the street by his reigns and
Eragon is guiding the Bay.

Brom qui ckly leads Snowfire into a snmall ALLEY between two
houses. Eragon follows him confused.

BROMV
Take Snowfire and go to the far
side of Therinsford. Wait for nme
t here.

Brom hands Eragon the reigns to Snowfire. Eragon |ooks at the
reigns, still confused.

ERAGON
Wy ?

Bromis already gone. Eragon shakes his head.

EXT. SIDE FIELD - THERI NSFORD - DAY

Eragon is standing right outside the SIDE GATE to Therinsford
with Snowfire and the Bay.

After a noment, Brom wal ks through the gate and to Eragon.
Brom grabs Snowfire's reigns and begins to wal k away from
Theri nsford.
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BROM
Cone.

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Eragon is wal king toward the edge of the forest, holding the
Bay's reigns. Bromis behind him guiding Snowfire.

After a noment, Eragon and Bromenter the forest. Brom junps
onto Snowfire's saddl e. Eragon | ooks at the Bay, nervous.

BROM
Hurry, we have far to go.

Eragon slowy nounts the Bay and | ooks at Brom Brom nods his
head and then Snowfire begins to wal k through the forest.

Eragon struggles to get the Bay to nove, but after a nonent,
t hey begin to wal k behind Brom

BROM
The Raz' ac have defiantly been
t hrough here. A man back in town
told me. He said they fled Iike
denons froma holy man.

ERAGON
But why woul d they cone through
t heri nsford?

BROM
Apparently to get horses, |ike us.
EXT. FOREST - DUSK

Eragon and Bromride their horses into a small clearing, and
then slide off the saddl es and | ook around.

Eragon turns and | ooks at the Bay.

BROM
You shoul d nane him

Eragon rubs the side of the Bay's face.
ERAGON
I don't have anything as mmjestic
as Snowfire, but maybe this'l| do.

Eragon pauses for a noment.



62.

ERAGON
I nane you Cadoc.

Eragon | ooks at Brom

ERAGON
It was ny grandfathers nane.

Brom nods, approvingly.
Eragon sits down and arranges a small pile of tender.

Suddenly, Saphira crashes through the trees and | ands in the
cl earing.

Eragon and Brom | ook at her.

ERAGON (V. Q)
How do the plains | ook?

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
Dull. Only Rabbits and small shrub
can be seen for ml es.

Er agon shakes his head and turns around.

BROM
Cat ch!

A wooden sword cracks into Eragon's forehead. Eragon yelps in
pai n and grabs his head.

Eragon | ooks up at Brom who is flying toward himw th his
own sword.

Eragon junps out of the way and grabs the wooden sword Brom
had thrown at him

Brom obviously better than Eragon, smacks Eragon on the back
of the leg with the sword. Eragon falls to the ground and

yel ps.

ERAGON
What are you doi ng?!

Brom pl unges toward Eragon again, and cracks the wooden bl ade
of his sword across Eragon’s chest. Eragon gasp’s for air and
falls down again.

ERAGON
Are you mad?!
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BROM
Well you can’t just go fight the
Raz’ ac! Look at you! Can’t even
stay on your feet.

Eragon stands up and grabs his wooden sword. He runs toward
Brom and swi ngs the sword at him

Brom qui ckly dodges the attack and sl aps Eragon on the back.

EXT. FOREST - DAWN

The sun is just rising over the tree tops. Eragon and Saphira
are sl eeping.

Brom qui ckly runs over to Eragon and shakes him

BROM
Eragon, wake up

And then wal ks over to his backpack and continues to pack
t hi ngs up.

Eragon slowy opens his eyes and slowy sits up, w ncing at
the pain in his body. He grunts.

BROM
Good norni ng.

Er agon scow s.

BROM
I just want you to be ready when we
find them..

Eragon slowy stands to his feet.

ERAGON
I won’t be able to nove if we neet
them nmuch |ess fight!

Behi nd him Saphire picks her head up off the ground. She
st ands up.

BROM
W need to get a nove on it. W' ve
got a mle to go before we reach
t he pl ains.
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EXT. FOREST - LATER

Eragon is riding Cadoc and Bromis on Snowfire. They are
qui ckly traveling downhill.

EXT. THE PLAIN S - DAY

Eragon and Brom on their horses backs, cone out of the
forest and stop at the edge of the plains.

To the right of Eragon and Brom about a half a mle away, the
ANORA RI VER can be seen. It stretches off in the opposite
direction of Bromand Eragon. Brom points at it-

BROM
That’s the Anora River, and our
only source of water fromuntil we
reach Yazuac, which is where,
t hi nk, the Raz’ ac have gone.

ERAGON
Where' s that?
BROM
Due east, and four days away, if
all goes well. It’'s a small village

by the N nor River.

Sapphire | ands abruptly besi de Brom and Eragon.
SAPHI RE (V. Q)

There’s no where to hide on the

plains. I'll have to fly above you.
EXT. THE SKY - DUSK
Eragon and Bromride across the plains on Cadoc and Snowfire
with great speed. A small village, YUZUAC, can be seen a half
a mle ahead of them Behind Yuzuac is the NINOR Rl VER

Saphire lands by the river and ducks down to hide.

EXT. THE PLAIN S - DUSK

Eragon and Brom stop about one hundred feet away from
Yuzuac’s front GATE.

ERAGON
It’s quiet.
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BROM
Doesn’t nmean anyt hi ng, though.

ERAGON
No dogs bark. They shoul d nmust have
seen us by now.

BROM
Yes, they shoul d have.

ERAGON
Coul d be a trap.

BROM
Still, we need provisions.

ERAGON
| don’t think we should do it.

BROM
W have to. But not |ike fool..

ERAGON
What do you nean?

BROM
Well, if there is an anbush, it
woul d be at the front gate. So...

ERAGON
W enter fromthe back

Brom draws his sword and sets it across his |ap.

EXT. YUZUAC - STREET - LATER

Eragon and Bromslowy ride into the city on their horses.
Eragon i s behind Brom

A few nonments of silence pass and then they cone around a
corner. Right in front of themis a pile of dead bodies.

Eragon covers his noes and | ooks away. Brom cl oses his eyes
i n sadness.

ERAGON
Who woul d do this?

BROM
The Urgal’s.
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Eragon | ooks down at the pile. Lying in the pile is a
lifeless mddl e-aged woman. She is holding tightly to her a
dead baby.

Tears formin Eragon’s eyes. He | ooks away.

BROM
Do you want to wait outside the
city until 1’ m done?

ERAGON

No. I'mfine.

Brom | ooks around for a nmonment. Suddenly, two Urgal’ junp out
of nowhere and attack Brom They each have AXES.

Brom fights back with his sword, with obvious skill and
know edge of the bl ade.

After a nmonment, one of the Urgal’s Axes hacks into Broms
arm He screans.

Eragon begi ns to panic.

ERAGON
VWhat do | do? What | do?

Suddenly, Eragon junps off of Cadoc, holding his sword,
Zar’ oc, and starts running toward them screaming in fear and
rage.

The Urgal’s | ook surprised, but turn and begin to defend

t hensel ves. After a few nonents of fighting, Eragon turns and
runs away, |leading the Urgal’s into an alley.

EXT. YUZUAC - ALLEY - SAME TI ME

Eragon runs into the alley and realizes its a dead-end. He
turns around, but the Urgal’s already have hi m cornered.

Eragon drops his sword and pulls his BOWand ARROWfrom his
back. He ainms it at the Urgal. Eragon fires, but it hits the
Urgal’s shield.

Eragon gets another arrow and ains it at the Urgal’'s again.
He cl oses his eyes and lets out a deep breath.

After a nmonent, he lets the string go and screans-

ERAGON
Brisingr!
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The arrow lights on fire with a blue flane and hits the | ead
Urgal in the forehead. A shock-wave of blue explodes fromthe
arrow and kills all the other Urgal’s, but passes through

Er agon.

Eragon | ooks surprised at what he just did. He | ooks at the
synbol on his palm 1It’s glowi ng brightly. He bends down

EXT. YUZUAC - STREET - MOMENTS LATER

Eragon runs over to Brom and hel ps himoff his horse. Eragon
| ooks at Bromis arm I1t’s badly damaged.

Eragon cl oses his eyes and | ooks up for a nonent.

After a few nonents pass, Saphira lands in the street in
rage.

SAPHIRA (V. Q)
VWhere are the ones who did this?
["1l rip them apart!

ERAGON
They’ re dead.

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
You killed thenf

Eragon nods hi s head.
ERAGON (V. Q)
Bromw Il have to ride on your
back, Saphira.

Bromsits up, wincing at the pain in his arm

BROMVI
No, I'mfine. Really. W nust |eave
qui ckly.

ERAGON

Were do we go?
BROM
Teirm | have an old friend there.
EXT. THE PLAIN S - DAY

Eragon and Bromride their horses quickly across the plain.
Bromis | eaned over. He’'s holding his arm
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EXT. THE PLAIN S - LATER

Eragon and Brom continue to ride across the plains.

EXT. THE PLAIN S - LATER

About a mile ahead of Eragon and Brom the edge of nountain’s
can be seen. Both of their horses quicken their speed.

EXT. FRONT FI ELD - TEIRM - DAY

Eragon and Bromride across the front field of TEIRM Behind
the city lies the ocean, sparkling in the sunlight.

EXT. FRONT FI ELD - TEIRM - MOMENTS LATER

Eragon and Brom slow their horses down to a wal k. Eragon
| ooks at Brom

ERAGON
WIIl we go by our own names?

BROM
No. Peopl e have a tendency to
remenber things they shouldn’t. I
will be Neal and you will be ny
nephew Evan.

Eragon | ooks up at the sky. For just a second, though the
cl ouds, Eragon sees Saphira’ s body fly by. He closes his
eyes.

ERAGON (V. Q)
You shoul d | and sonewhere and hi de.
W' re going in.

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
Sticking your noses where it
doesn’t bel ong. .. agai n!

Eragon opens his eyes and shakes his head with a slight
smle.

After a nonment, Eragon and Bromcone to the front gate of
Teirm
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EXT. FRONT GATE - TEIRM - SAME TI ME

Eragon and Bromslowy ride through the gate. The guards eye
t hem suspi ci ousl y.

EXT. THE STREET - TEIRM - SAME TI ME

Eragon and Bromslowy ride down the crowded streets. Anong
t he ROOFTOPS, KNI GHTS are stationed. Al along the streets
Kni ghts can be seen standi ng around.

Everyone seens to have an unpl easant | ook about them

ERAGON
Thi s place | ooks ready for war.

BROM
Teirm has a history of getting
attacked by Pirates, Urgal’s, and
other enemies. Teirmis the center
of comrerce Conflict will always
ari se where riches are so abundant.

ERAGON
Oh. ..

Eragon and Brom continue to ride dowmn the street. After a
nonent, Brom turns down another street. Eragon realizes it
and starts to follow him

ERAGON
Were are we goi ng?

BROM
My old friend |lives down this road,
if I remenber correctly.

EXT. JEOD S HOUSE - TEIRM - LATER

JEOD' s HOUSE is two stories high and is connected to
buildings on the left and right. It |looks to be lived in by
someone rich

Brom knocks on the wooden door. After a npnent, he knocks
again. A nonment |ater, the sounds of feet noving toward the
door can be heard.

The door slightly cracks open. Through the crack, we can see
t he eyes of JEOD (55), a gray haired and weary | ooking man.
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JEOD
Wio is it? Do you have an
appoi nt nent ?

BROM
No.

JECD
Wl l, then you' Il have to cone back
at a later tine. I’mvery busy.

Jeod starts to close the door, but Bromstops it with his
f oot .

BROM
wn't you let us in for only a
nonent. We’ve cone a long way to
see you and can’t stay |ong.

Jeod opens the door a bit nore. H's eyes widen as he sees
Brom

JEOD
Br onf

BROM
Shh...1 don’t want anyone to know
our narmes.

Jeod opens the door enough that he can get a good | ook at
Brom

JEOD
I --1--thought you were dead.

BROM
It’s been a long tine...

Jeod | ooks around the street wearily and then notions for
Brom and Eragon to cone inside.

JEOD
Pl ease, cone in.
INT. JEOD S HOUSE - SAME TI ME

Jeod, Brom and Eragon wal k down a | ong HALLWAY. Eragon | ooks
around curiously.

After a nonent, they all conme to a stop in front of a |large
wooden doubl e- door.
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Brom | ooks down at Eragon.

BROM
Eragon, why don’t you | ook around
outside for alittle while at |et
us tal k about a few things.

Eragon nods his head and turns around.

BROM
Try not to draw attention to
yoursel f, though. | don’t want

anyone knowi ng we’'re here.

Eragon nods his head again and then turns to wal k out the
door.

EXT. THE STREET - TEIRM - DAY

Eragon wal ks out of Jeod s house and into the street. He
| ooks around. Connected to the right of Jeod s house is a
smal | SHOP. Inside through small w ndows, PLANTS can be seen.

Eragon waits a nonent and then wal ks toward the door of the
Shop.

I NT. SHOP - TEIRM - MOMENTS LATER

Eragon wal ks in through the door and wal ks through the snal
Shop. Al around, plants and flowers sit on snall, wooden
t abl e.

After a nonment, a |arge WERECAT, a slightly abnornal | ooking
cat like creature, wal ks up and purrs at Eragon. Eragon | ooks
down at it. Eragon closes his eyes.

ERAGON (V. Q)
| ama friend.

After a nonent, a voice is heard.

WERECAT (V.Q.)
You don’t have to do that.

Eragon opens his eyes.

ERAGON (V. Q)
Saphi ra?
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Eragon | ooks around. After a nonent, he closes his eyes
agai n. Eragon | ooks around and sees what | ooks |ike a wooden
rod. He reaches out for it.

VWERECAT (V.Q.)
That woul dn’t be w se.

Eragon | ooks up in surprise.

ERAGON (V. Q)
Stop pl ayi ng ganes Saphira.

Eragon turns and reaches for the wooden rod again. He grabs
it. Suddenly, a shock of electricity shoots through Eragon.
He falls to the ground, withing. After a nonent he stops.
The Cat wal ks over to him

WERECAT (V.Q)
You aren’t very smart for a dragon
Rider. | did warn you.

Eragon’ s eyes get big.

ERAGON (V. Q)
You said that!

WERECAT (V.Q.)
Who el se?

ERAGON (V. Q)
But you're just a cat!

The Werecat junps on Eragon’s chest and sticks its claws into
hi m
WERECAT (V.Q.)
Do | look like other cats to you?

ERAGON (V. O.)
No. . .

WERECAT (V.Q)
Then what makes you think I am one?

Eragon starts to say sonething, but the Werecat digs its
claws into his chest even nore.

WERECAT (V.Q.)
|-to correct you-am a \Werecat.
There aren’t many of us left, but I
woul d have thought a farm boy woul d
have heard of us.
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ERAGON (V. Q)
| didn’t know you were real

WERECAT (V.Q.)
Knowi ng and being are two different
things. | didn't know you existed
bef ore you canme in here and ruined
ny nap, but that doesn’t nean you
were real does it?

ERAGON (V. Q)
I’msorry | disturbed you.

VWERECAT (V.Q.)
| was getting up anyway.

The Werecat junps off Eragon and starts to wal k away.

ERAGON (V. Q)
Wait! What’' s your name?

WERECAT (V.Q)
You may call me Sol enbum

Suddenly, a woman wal ks up to Eragon. This is ANGELA (30), a
bl ond haired and slightly crazy | ooking woman.

Eragon | ooks up at her and junps to his feet.

ERAGON
I"msorry...| was...
ANCGELA
Talking to the Werecat?
ERAGON
You can talk to himtoo?
ANCGELA
O course! Anyone can. That doesn’t
mean he’ || tal k back, though.

There's a bit of silence.

ANGELA
Now tell nme, | haven't seen you
around here before. Wat brought
you here and where are you goi ng?

ERAGON
The first I can’t answer and the
second...ny future is inpossible to
see. ..
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ANGELA
VWll lets fix that.

Eragon | ooks confused.

I NT. SHOP - BACK ROOM - LATER

Eragon and Angela sit around a small table. Angela is hol ding
t hree bones.

ERAGON
Ready?

Er agon nods.

ANGELA
Mani n! Wrda! Hugin!

Angel a throws the bones out onto the table. She studies them
for a nmoment and then lets out a |ong sigh.

ERAGON
What’ s wrong?

ANCGELA
This is the hardest reading |’ ve
ever done. You were right. Your
future is nigh inpossible to see.
|’ ve never seen soneone’'s fate so
t angl ed.

Eragon and Angela sit in silence for a little while.

ANGELA
Vel | -

Angel a points at one of the bones.

ANGELA ( CONT’ D)
"Il start here, because its the
easi est to under st and.

Angel a stops for a nonent and thinks.
ANCGELA
Infinity or long life. It’s the
first time |’ve ever seen it cone
up in a persons future.

Angel a puts her hand on the three bones.



ANCGELA
Now t he bones grow harder to read.
Here the wandering path, |ightning
bolt, and sailing ship all lie
together-a pattern | have never
seen, only heard of.
(Beat)
The wanderi ng path nmeans you have
many choices in your future, sone
you are making even now. | see
battles raging all around you. Many
futures await you-all of them
| eading to bl ood and conflict.

Angel a cl oses her eyes for a nonent.

ANGELA
The lightning bolt is a terrible
onen. There is a doom upon you, but
of what sort | know not. Part of it
lies with in a death-one that
rapi dly approaches and will cause
you nmuch grief. But the rest awaits
in a great journey. Look closely at
this bone and you will see that it
rest on the sailing ship, which is
i mpossi ble to m sunderstand. It
nmeans that you will leave this | and
forever, never to return. But to
where is a nystery...

Angel a opens her eyes.

ANCGELA
Next is a bit nore pleasant.

Angel a smi | es.

ANGELA ( CONT’ D)
An epic romance. |I'mnot sure if
this love will end happily, but
your love is of noble birth and
heritage.

Eragon sm | es.

ANCGELA
Now, the |ast ones are the tree and
t he hawt horn root, which cross each
other strongly. | wish this were
not so-for it can only nean nore
troubl e-but betrayal is clear.

( MORE)
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ANGELA( cont ' d)

And it will come fromwthin your
famly.

ERAGON
Roran woul dn’t do that!

ANGELA
I wouldn’t know...but the bones
have never |i ed.

ERAGON
Wl |, thank you for reading ny
future. But | really nust be going.

ANGELA
Your wel cone! But tell ne, what is
your nane?

ERAGON
Eva-1 nean, Eragon.
ANGELA
I's that who you are or your nane?
ERAGON
(Sm 1ing)
Bot h.
ANGELA
Well, then, nowl mall the nore
interested in seeing how your life
turns out.

Eragon sm | es.

EXT. JEOD S HOUSE - TEIRM - DAY

Eragon wal ks up onto the porch and into the house.

INT. JEOD S HOUSE - TEIRM - DAY

Eragon wal ks down the hallway and cones to the |arge doubl e-
door. He is about to open it but hears Brom and Jeod’s voices
i nside. He stops and | ooks through the crack in the m ddle of
t he door.

JEOD (O S.)
So our...friends knew that you were
alive all along?

BROM (O S.)
Yes.
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Jeod and Brom continue to talk, but |ow enough that they
cannot be under st ood.

Eragon steps back with a confused | ook on his face. After a
nonent, he steps forward and wal ks into the | arge OFFI CE

Books and scrolls are stacked all around the walls and in
book cases. A small desk sits in front of a |arge w ndow
(that is closed). Bromand Jeod are sitting in two rocking
chairs opposite of each other.

Brom and Jeod stop tal king when Eragon comes in. They | ook up
at him

EXT. JEOD S HOUSE - TEIRM - NI GHT

The streets are no |l onger crowded. No one can be seen except
for Knights scattered all over the roof tops of the city.

I NT. JEOD S HOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Eragon and Brom are each sitting in tw chairs in front of a
smal | fireplace. Behind themare two small beds and a w ndow,
but that’s it.

Eragon | ooks at Brom who is staring into the fire.

ERAGON
Br ont?

BROM
Hm??

ERAGON

Who are your...friends that Jeod
was tal king about earlier?

Brom doesn’'t answer for a m nute.

BROM
He was tal ki ng about the Varden.

ERAGON
| heard tal k about them back at
Thorns bar. Everyone says that they
seek to destroy us all.

BROM
No...they seek to destroy
evil...King Gal batori x.
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ERAGON
WIl we go to themafter the
Raz’ zac are destroyed?

BROM
I don’t know. ..

ERAGON
Were are they?

BROM
They lie somewhere in the Beor
Mount ai ns, across the Hadarack
desert.

Eragon sits back in his chair.
BROM

You best get sone rest. W |eave
t onor r ow.

EXT. FRONT FI ELD - TEIRM - DAWN

Eragon and Bromride quickly across the front field of Teirm

EXT. MOUNTAI N SI DE - DAY

Eragon and Bromride down a small path cut into the side of
t he MOUNTAI N. Mount ai ns surround them everywhere in the
backgr ound.

Above them Saphira can be seen flying through the clouds.

EXT. MOUNTAIN SIDE - CAMP - N GHAT

Eragon and Bromare sitting beside a small fire. Eragon | ooks
up at Brom

ERAGON
| had an i dea.

BROM
VWhat ki nd of idea?

ERAGON
Is it possible to conjure an inmage
of sonething you can’t see with
magi c?
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BROM
What you are tal king about is
scrying. It can be extrenely
hel pful, but it has its drawbacks.
If you were to scry the Raz’ zac,
you woul dn’t be able to see their
surroundi ngs because you haven’t
seen it before.

ERAGON
How does it work? Do you nake an
image in thin air?

BROM
Not usually. It’s easier to do it
in a reflective surface such as a
pool of water or mrror.

ERAGON
May | try it?

BROM
No, not now. You' re tired, and
scrying takes lots of strength. |
will tell you the words you have to
say, but you nust prom se ne you
will not attenpt it tonight.

ERAGON
| prom se.

Brom |l eans forward a bit.

BROM
Draunr kopa.

Eragon cl oses his eyes and nouths the words a fewtines to
menorize it.

ERAGON
Maybe tonorrow | can scry Roran
I"mafraid that the Raz’ zac m ght
go after him

Brom | eans back and si ghs.

BROM
I don’t nmean to frighten you, but
that is a distinct possibility.
Al t hough Roran was gone while the

Raz’ zac were in Caravahall, 1'm
sure they still asked questions
about him

( MORE)
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BROMV cont ' d)
If they get frustrated enough,
they' Il go back and interrogate

Roran. It’s only a matter of tine.

In the darkness of the forest that grows on the Muntain
side, a loud rustling can be heard. Brom | ooks into the
dar kness.

BROM
(Wi spering)
What was that?

Eragon | ooks over into the forest.

ERAGON
| don’t know.

BROM
Must have been a bird or sonething.
| thought | saw sonething, though.

Suddenly, Eragon screans out in pain and falls to the ground,
unconsci ous.

EXT. MOUNTAIN SIDE - CAWVP - DAWN
ERAGON' S POV:

Eragon’s eyes open. His vision is blurry for a few nonents
but it clears up after a nonent, and everything conmes into
Vi ew.

END ERAGON S POV:

Tears are rushing out of Eragon’s eyes. He winces at the pain
in the back of his head, where a bunch of dried up blood is.

After a nonment, he begins to panic as he realizes that his
arns and legs are tied together. He | ooks around and sees
Bromis tied up, but is unconscious.

A hissing | augh can be heard off screen. Qut fromthe woods
wal ks two Raz’zac. One is slightly taller than the other.

The tall Raz’ zac wal ks over to Eragon, who is struggling to
get free.

RAZ' AC #1
None of that now.

The second and shorter Raz’ zac wal ks over to Brom and drags
hima few feet in front of Eragon.
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The Raz’ zac pulls Bromi s head back and hol ds a dagger to his
throat. Just then, an ARROWNTflies out of nowhere and strikes
the Raz’ zac in the shoulder. He lets out a |loud how and then
drops to the ground, avoi ding anot her arrow.

The taller Raz’ zac rushes over to the shorter one and pulls
hi m behind a small rock a few feet away.

Brom stands up and stunbl es toward Eragon.

ERAGON
Get down!

Bromdrops to his knees in front of Eragon. His eyes turn red
and becone bl ood-shot. He falls forward. The Raz’ zac’s dagger
is sticking out of his back.

ERAGON
(Scream ng)
No! I'!

Eragon’s head slowy falls backward and then passes out
agai n.

BLACK SCREEN. . .

I NT. CAVE - DAWN

Eragon opens his eyes slowy and realizes where he is. He is
lying on the ground in a |arge CAVE. Beside himlies Saphira,
asl eep.

Eragon | ooks around and sees a young man, MJRTAGH (20), a

bl ack haired man with battered clothes, sitting by a snall
fire. In Murtagh’s lap is a BON and behind himis a gray war-
hours call ed TORNAC

ERAGON
Who are you?

Murtagh tightens his grip on his Bow.

MURTAGH
Mur t agh.

ERAGON
Way did you hel p us?

MURTACH
You aren’t the only enem es of the
Raz’ zac.
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After a nmonment, Eragon stands up and tries to walk, but falls
backward as pain explodes in his side. He yelps as he falls
to the ground.

Murtagh tries to run over to Eragon, but Saphira bl ocks his
way and lets out a loud “grow!”

MURTAGH
I woul d have hel ped you earlier,
but your dragon wouldn't |et ne.

ERAGON
(W nci ng)
Her nane’ s Saphira.

Eragon | ooks up at Saphira.

ERAGON (V. Q)
Now | et hi mthrough! He saved our
lives!

Saphira lets out another “grow” and noves out of the way.

Murtagh qui ckly wal ks over to Eragon and helps himto his
feet.

ERAGON
How i s Bronf

Eragon, with Murtagh’s hel p, wal ks over to Brom who is
sl eepi ng.

MURTAGH
I was only able to heal what was on
the surface. | don’t know what
damage may have been caused on the
i nsi de.
I NT. CAVE - N GHT

Eragon is lying by the fire, asleep. Murtagh is lying on the
ot her side of the fire, also asl eep.

Eragon roles over. His eyes flicker behind the |ids.

INT. JAIL CELL - DREAM SEQUENCE

Arya is lying on a small, brick bed that hangs fromthe wal
by two chains.
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Arya’s face is bruised and has dried blood on it. Arya | ooks
up toward us. Sadness covers her face.

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
(Filtered)
Eragon, wake up
(Beat)
Wake up!
(Beat)
Er agon!

Everything fades to WH TE.

EXT. CAVE - N GHT

Eragon sits up quickly, wincing at the pain in his side. He
turns and | ooks at Saphira, who is standing beside Bronis
tw tchi ng body.

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
Sonet hi ng’s wrong.

Eragon junps to his feet and runs over to Brom

Brom opens his eyes and | ooks up at Eragon. Bronmis eyes | ook
bl oodshot and his face is extrenely pale.

BROM

Get nme the wi ne-skin, boy.
ERAGON

But -
BROM

Just get ne the w ne-skin!

Eragon turns quickly and grabs a WNE-SKIN from his Pack
Eragon takes the CAP off and hands it to Brom

Brom gul ps down the Wne and then sets the Wne-skin down.

BROM
Conme cl oser.

Eragon slides a bit closer to Brom s body.

BROM
I -1-have sonething to tell vyou,
Eragon. Sonething | couldn't tel
you before.
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Brom turns his hand over, revealing the sane blue OVAL on his
pal m t hat Eragon has.

Eragon | ooks at it with surprise.

ERAGON
Your a-a-a Rider.

BROM
Once upon a tine...
(Beat)
My dragon’s nanme was Saphira, |ike
yours, until she was taken away
fromme. Eragon, guard Saphira with
your |ife, because wi thout her it’'s
hardly worth |iving.

Eragon | ooks at Saphira for a noment and then back at Brom
who's face is nuch pal er now.

BROM
Er a- Er a- Er agon. .

Brom s body suddenly goes |inp.

EXT. CAVE - DAWN

Eragon, Saphira, and Murtagh all wal k out of the Cave. Broms
body is tied to Saphira’ s back.

EXT. MOUNTAIN TOP - DAWN

Eragon, Murtagh, and Saphira surround Brom s body, which is
lying in a |arge, square hole.

Tears fill Eragon’s eyes as he stars at Brom

Saphira steps forward and brings her nouth down to Bronis
grave. A low HUMW NG NO SE is heard com ng from her stomach.

A DI AMOND surface appears over Bronis grave, covering his
body.

Saphira pulls her head back, satisfied.

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
I gave the only gift I could. Now
time will not ravage him

ERAGON (V. Q)
Thank you.
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I NT. CAVE - DAY

Eragon grabs his pack off the ground and slings it over his
back. After that, he bends down and grabs Zar’roc off the
ground and slides it in his sheath that is strapped to his
si de.

Murt agh wal ks up from behind Eragon.

MURTACH
Do you have a place to go that you
will be safe?

ERAGON
No.

MURTAGH
Then I will stay with you until we
find a place for you to stay.

ERAGON
I cannot ask you to stay with ne.
The entire Enpire is after ne.

MURTAGH
And that neans | may have anot her
shot at the Raz’zac if | stay with
you. Besides, it’s not like | have
anything better to do.

EXT. CAVE - DAY
Eragon wal ks out of the Cave pulling Cadoc al ong. He rubs
Cadoc’s face and then takes his reigns off and notions for
himto go.
ERAGON

You nust | eave ne now. You are

free.
Cadoc wal ks away after Eragon starts pushing him

Murtagh and Saphira conme out of the Cave and stop by Eragon.

EXT. THE PLAIN S - DAY

Eragon is on Snowfire and Murtagh is on Tornac. They are
riding across the endless Plain’s.

Saphira is gliding in the air high above them
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EXT. JAIL CELL - DREAM SEQUENCE

ERAGONS POV:

Arya | ooks at Eragon with tears in her eyes. Her body is
covered with bruises. After a nonent, she coll apses.

EXT. THE PLAIN S - N GHT

Eragon, Saphira, and Murtagh are lying on the ground, asleep.
Tornac and Snowfire are al so asl eep.

About three mles ahead of themis G L EAD, a large city.
Eragon sits up, grasping Zar'rocs pommel. He | ooks around for
a nmonment but doesn’t see anything. He |ays back down and

cl oses his eyes.

A LOUD GROW cones froman Ugal alittle ways away from
Er agon.

Eragon opens his eyes, in surprise and fear, and sits up. He
grabs Zar’roc and stands to his feet.

ERAGON
(Wi spering)
Mur t agh!

Murtagh slowy opens his eyes and sits up.

MURTAGH
What ?
ERAGON
(Wi spering)
Look.

Murtagh spots the Urgal and junps to his feet, grabbing his
sword beside himon the ground.

ERAGON
VWhere did he cone fronf

The Urgal begins to let out loud grows and hits its chest.

ERAGON
Bri singr!

A blue bolt flashes fromEragon’s sword and expl odes the
Urgal ' s head.
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Loud growl s are heard behind Eragon. They turn around.

A group of FIFTY Urgal’s is running toward them swords
dr awn.

Eragon holds Zar’roc in a battle position.
ERAGON
O all the stupid tricks to fall
forl
The Urgal’s crash into Eragon and Murtagh.
Saphira wakes up, growing. The Urgal’s run toward her.

ERAGON
Saphira, fly!

Saphira junps up into the air. Eragon is hit over the back of
the head by an Urgal, falling to the ground...unconscious.
I NT. PRISON - JAIL CELL - DUSK

Eragon opens his eyes. After a few nonents he realizes where
he is.

He sits up and grabs his head, groaning at the pain.

After a noment, a GUARD wal ks into Eragon’s cell with a plate
of food and a pitcher of water. He sets it down beside Eragon
and then wal ks away, |ocking the cell door.

Eragon picks up the pitcher of water and sniffs it. He | ook
of di sgust crosses his face.

After a nmonment, he takes a sip of the water. He shivers from
t he taste.

I NT. PRI SON - HALLWAY - LATER

The sound of voices can be heard down the HALLWAY. After a
nonent, a dark figure conmes into view.

INT. PRISON - JAIL CELL - SAME TI ME

Eragon is lying on his bed sl eeping.

The cell door creeks as it opens. Eragon opens his eyes and
sits up.
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Durza is standing in front of him Eragon | ooks confused and
very scared.

ERAGON
(Sl urred)
Wo're you?

DURZA
No one of consequence. My nane is
not what is inportant here. What is
important is who you are.

Eragon’s eyes get |large. He | ooks around.

ERAGON
| don't really know...ny nane is
Eragon, but that’s not all | amis
it?

DURZA

No, it isn't.
Durza stands up.

DURZA
I will be back soon, ny young
Rider. And you will have a choice
to ke.

ERAGON
VWhat choi ce?

DURZA
What side you are on.

ERAGON
Oh. ..

Durza wal ks toward the door but stops and turns around.

DURZA
And Er agon-

Eragon | ooks up.
DURZA ( CONT’ D)
Make the right choice or I swear to
you I will kill you

Durza smles slightly and then wal ks away. H s footsteps can
be heard wal ki ng away.

Eragon waits for a nonment and then stands up.
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ERAGON
What on earth is a Shade doing
her e!
(Beat)

I have to get out of here.

Eragon wal ks up to the door and holds his hand out. The LOCK
shifts and the door opens slightly.

Eragon smiles and then wal ks out.

I NT. PRI SON - HALLWAY - SAME Tl ME

Eragon wal ks down the Hallway quietly, |ooking around for
guar ds.

ERAGON
| have to find Zar’'roc.

Suddenly, the sounds of panicking voices can be heard, and
seven @uards wal k around the corner, swords drawn.

GUARD #1
Get him

They charge toward Eragon. Eragon holds his hand out in front
of him

ERAGON
Brisingr!

Three of the Guard’' s heads explode and their |inp bodies fall
to the ground.

The other four Guards slow down a bit, fear in their eyes,
bit still continue running toward Eragon.

Eragon | ooks tired. He holds his hand out in front of him
agai n.

ERAGON
| can't do this.
(Beat)

Bri sin-

An ARROW stri kes one of the Guards in the back of the head
and he falls over, revealing a HOODED FI GURE, hol ding a BOW
at the end of the Hall way.

The Fi gure draws anot her ARROW and shoots it into another
GQuard.
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Eragon hol ds out his hand.

ERAGON
Brisingr!

Two nore Cuards fall over dead.

The Figure shoots an ARROW at the last Guard and hits himin
the shoul der. The Guard falls to the ground, screaning in
pai n.

Eragon runs up the Cuard.

ERAGON
Wiere is ny sword? And what cell is
the EIf in?

GUARD #1

VWhat swor d?!

ERAGON
It has a red bl ade!

The Guard does not answer.

ERAGON
Tel |l ne-

Eragon bends down and picks up a small piece of dirt.

ERAGON ( CONT’ D)
O I’'lIl place this piece of dirt in
your chest, and slowWy it wll
pai nful ly burn through your
insides. Now tell ne!

The GQuard still does not answer.

ERAGON
Have it your way.

Eragon cl oses his eyes. The piece of dirt starts glowing in
red.

GUARD #1
No! I'Il tell you! Just don't put
that in me!

ERAGON
VWhere is it?
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GUARD #1
| really don’'t know, but it could
be in the Guardroomupstairs. And
the EIf is in the last cell to the
left.

ERAGON
Thank you.

The Fi gure wal ks up behi nd Eragon. Eragon quickly turns
around.

ERAGON
Who are you?

The Figure takes its hood off. It’s Mirtagh!

ERAGON
Mur t agh!
(Beat)
Let’s go.

Eragon begins to wal k away, but stops when Murtagh doesn’t
foll ow him

The sound of an ARROW bei ng shot into arnor can be heard.

Eragon quickly turns around. An ARROWIis sticking out of the
Quards chest.

ERAGON
Way’' d you kill hinf!

MJURTAGH
He' s our eneny!

ERAGON
He didn’'t do anything to you!

MURTAGH
Way should | show hi mnercy he
woul d not have shown ne?!

ERAGON
You' re such a-
(Beat)
Never m nd. We have to go!

Eragon runs to the end of the Hallway and stops at the | ast
cell on the left.

Inside is Arya, |lying unconscious on the floor. She is badly
br ui sed.
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Eragon cl oses his eyes and holds his hand in front of the
cell door. The LOCK shifts and the door opens. Eragon wal ks
in and Murtagh follows.

Eragon stops in front of her.

ERAGON

| can’t carry her. I'mtoo tired.
MURTACH

Then 1’11 do it.

Murtagh picks Arya up and throws her over his shoul ders.
MERL OCK
Let’s go! W have to hurry. You
getting out by yourself kind of
messed up ny pl ans.

Eragon smles and then they run out of the cell

I NT. PRI SON - GUARDROOM - NI GHT

Eragon runs into the room out of breath. Mrtagh, carrying
Arya, wal ks into the rooma nonent |ater

There are weapons on shelves all over the Guardroom In the
corner of the roomis Zar’'roc.

Eragon runs over to Zar’'roc and straps it to his side.
Eragon cl oses his eyes.

ERAGON (V. Q)
Saphira! You have to cone!

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
["mon ny way!

Foot steps are heard com ng fromthe Hallway. Eragon and
Murtagh | ook at each other, scared.

Suddenly, Durza wal ks into the Guardroom Eragon and Murtagh
are nowhere to be seen.

Eragon is hiding in the corner of the room behind a |arge
SHELF. Fear covers his face.

Suddenly, Durza s head pokes around the side of the Shelf.

DURZA
Hel | o t here.
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Eragon junps to his feet and draws Zar’roc. Durza draws his
sword and backs away from Eragon.

DURZA
Fool. Do you think you can beat ne?

Durza swings his sword at Eragon. Eragon swiftly pulls
Zar’'roc up to block it.

Druza pushes Eragon back with his foot. Eragon hits the wall.

Durza wal ks up to Eragon and holds his sword out, ready to
push it into Eragon.

MJURTAGH (O S.)
Hey!

Durza turns around, angry. An ARROWNstrikes himin the chest.
Durza yanks it out and throws it on the ground.

Murt agh draws anot her ARROW back, ready to fire. Durza begins
to walk toward him An ARROWstrikes himin the forehead.

Durza lets out a | oud how and then expl odes.

ERAGON
You killed hinml No man has ever
been able to kill a Shade!

Murtagh smiles proudly.

GUARD (O S.)
He failed! Let’s go!

Ten GQUARDS rush into the room swords drawn.

Suddenly, the room begins to shake and pi eces of WOOD begin
to fall fromthe ROOF

The Guards | ook up in fear. Saphira crashes through the Roof
and | ands on the floor.
EXT. SKY - N GHT

Saphira flies high into the sky with Eragon, Mirtagh, and
Arya on her back.

Down bel ow G|’ ead can be seen. Arrows begin to fly fromthe
OUTER WALLS.

They pierce Saphira s wings. Saphira lets out a |oud grow!
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MURTAGH
Were do we go?

ERAGON
We have to go across the Hadarack
Desert. The Enpire will be
searching day and night for us. But
they won't dare cross the Hadarack

MURTAGH
That’ s because they' re smart!

ERAGON
W have no choi ce!

Murt agh | ooks taken back. Fear grows in his eyes.

MURTACH
We have to go back and get our
hor ses.

EXT. HADARACK DESERT - DAY

Eragon and Murtagh are ridding their horses over the Hadarack
Desert, which continues on to the horizon.

Saphira, carrying a tied down Arya on her back, dives down
fromthe sky and gets closer to the ground.

SAPHI RA (V. Q)
Eragon, sonmething is wong with
her.

EXT. HADARACK DESERT - MOVMENTS LATER

Saphira is now | anded, sitting on the ground providi ng shade
for Eragon, Arya, and Murtagh.

Arya’'s face is red and wet with sweat.

MURTAGH
What are you going to do?

ERAGON
| don’t know

Eragon | ooks around, thinking. Suddenly, his face lights up.
ERAGON

I can connect with ani mals m nds,
maybe | can do it with her.
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Eragon puts his hand on Arya’s forehead and cl oses his eyes.

Suddenly everything get’s blurry and distorted. Nothing can
be seen but Eragon and Arya.

ARYA (V. Q)
You nmust get ne to the Varden.
There is no time to waste.

ERAGON (V. Q)
How do | get there?

| MAGE SEQUENCE
The | MAGE of a WATERFALL appears. Another | MAGE of a |arge
VALLEY appears and then blurs out.
EXT. HADARACK DESERT - SAME Tl ME
Eragon and Arya.

ARYA (V. Q)

You nust nake for the Beor
Mount ai ns on the other side of the

Hadarack Desert. | only have a few
nore days left if you do not get ne
t here.

ERAGON (V. Q)

| under st and.

ARYA (V. Q)
The Varden nust be warned. The fate
of Al agaesia is in your hands.

ERAGON (V. Q)
War ned of what ?!

Arya does not respond.
Suddenly, everything comes back into view and is in focus.
Eragon gasp for air and falls back onto his back.

MURTAGH
What happened?!

ERAGON
We nust hurry!
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EXT. HADARACK DESERT - N GHT

Eragon and Murtagh continue to ride their horses across the
Desert.

Saphira glides over top of themw th Arya on her back.

EXT. HADARACK DESERT - DAWN

As Eragon and Murtagh ride, the bottons of huge nountains are
revealed in front of thema few mles away.

ERAGON

(Joyfully)
W made it.

Eragon and Murtagh begin to ride even faster.

EXT. BEOR MOUNTAINS - VALLEY - N GHT
Eragon and Murtagh are riding through the VALLEY.

Murtagh stops and clinbs off of Tornac. Eragon stops Snowfire
and turns around.

ERAGON
What are you doi ng?

MURTAGH
Going to sl eep.

ERAGON
W nust ride through the night. She
won’t make it if we stop.

MURTAGH
W will not nmake it if we don't
st op.

Eragon sighs and clinbs off of Snowfire. Saphira lands a few
feet away from Eragon and Murtagh.

Eragon wal ks over to Saphira and clinbs on her back.

ERAGON
I’ m going hunting. W need food.

Saphira junps into the air and flies away.
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EXT. SKY - N GHT

Eragon | ooks down at the ground from Saphira’s back. A few
nonents pass. Al is silent.

Eragon seens to be interested in sonmething. He points into
t he di stance.

ERAGON (V. Q)
Get closer to the ground.

Saphira slowy drifts dowward. Directly below her is a group
of FIVE THOUSAND mar ching Urgal’s and KULL, beast that | ook
the same as Urgal’s only nuch | arger
ERAGON (V. Q)
Hurry, Saphira! W nust get back to
Mur t agh!

Saphira begins to flap her wings, bolting themforward.

EXT. BEOR MOUNTAINS - VALLEY - N GHT

Saphira, with Eragon and Arya on her back, abruptly |ands on
the ground in front of a sleeping Mirtagh.

Murtagh junps up to his feet, sword in hand. After a nonent,
he realizes that it’s Eragon.

MURTAGH
VWhat is it?

ERAGON
W& nust go!

MURTAGH
What ?

ERAGON
Qui ckl y!

EXT. BEOR MOUNTAINS - VALLEY - N GHT

Eragon and Murtagh ride their horses through the Valley
qui ckly. Saphira soars through the air above them wth Arya
on her back.

Just ahead of themis a Waterfall, the one in the i nage Arya
showed Eragon
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ERAGON
Ther e!

EXT. VALLEY - WATERFALL - N GHT

Eragon and Murtagh quickly stop their horses, just in front
of the pool of water in front of the Waterfall.

MURTAGH
Wy are we here?

ERAGON
This is where Arya told ne to go.
The Varden i s sonewhere around
here.

MURTACH
(Sur prised/ Scar ed)
The Var den?

ERAGON
Yes. Now | ook for an entran-

Suddenly, a giant Kull junps out of nowhere, sling his AXE at
Er agon.

Eragon qui ckly dodges the Axe and draws Zar’roc.
Saphira junps into the pool and disappears under the water.

ERAGON
They' re here.

Hundreds of Kull and Urgal’s begin to flood the Valley,
attacki ng Eragon and Murtagh.

Eragon and Murtagh are pushed back to the edge of the water.
Three Kull run toward Eragon, but right before they get to
hi m Saphira junps out of the water, growling. The Kull stop
in their tracks and begin to back away.

Saphira swi ngs her |long neck forward and grabs two of the
Kull in her nmouth and then throws theminto the air.

Saphira junps into the air, grabbing three Ugal’s with her
claws, crushing them She slings their bodies into the crowd
of nonsters.

Eragon and Murtagh continue to fight, obviously tired.
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A Kul'l junps on Eragon, sending himflying back into the
water. The Kull grows loudly and falls over dead, and ARROW
sticking out it’s back.

Suddenly, ARROAS begin to fly everywhere, killing the Urgal’s
and Kul |

Eragon is pulled up onto the shore. He | ooks around,
conf used.

Behi nd him stands ORIK, a dwarf dressed in arnor. Eragon
| ooks surprised. Beside Eragon is Mirtagh.

He | ooks in front of him VARDEN SOLDI ERS are fighting the
Ugal’s and Kull, killing all of them

Suddenly EGRAZ, a bald man dressed in purple and gol den

robes, wal ks up behind Murtagh and puts a knife to his
t hr oat .

EGRAZ
You nust cone with ne.

ERAGON
What are you doi ng?!
I NT. TUNNEL - NI GHT

Egraz | eads Murtagh down the hallway, still holding the knife
around hi s neck.

Behind themis Eragon, Saphira at his side. They are
surrounded by guards.

Behi nd Eragon and Saphira is Oik, who is |eading Tornac and
Snowfire down the Tunnel.

And behind Oik is two Varden Sol diers who are carrying Arya
on a | arge BOARD.

Oik turns and | eads the horses down another tunnel.
After a noment, Egraz turns off into a | arge ROOM
Egraz stops in the mddle of the room knife still around
Murtagh’s neck, and notions for Eragon and Saphira to stand
in front of him

ERAGON

The el f, she needs nedi ci ne. She’'s
going to diel
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EGRAZ
No one will leave this roomuntil
you’ ve been tested!

ERAGON
But she’ll -

ECGRAZ
Your words are neaningless until
you’ ve been tested!

Suddenly, Oik walks into the room

ORI K
Don’t be a fool, Egraz! Aihad wll
have both our heads if we allow an
elf to die!

Egraz’ s eyes narrow.

EGRAZ
Very well. Take her to a healer.

The Varden Soldiers carry Arya out of the room

ECGRAZ
Now. . . prepare to be exam ned!

Eragon | ooks straight into Egraz’ s eyes.

ERAGON
I’ mready.

Oik stands beside Egraz.

ORI K
You better not hurt him Edgraz.
El se the King will have words for
you.

Egraz | ooks at Ok, annoyed. And then sniles.

ECGRAZ
Only if he resists.

Egraz and Eragon both close their eyes. Egraz holds his
right hand out in front of himand chants our inaudible
wor ds.

Everyt hi ng but Eragon and Egraz is gone. Eragon w nces.

An i mage of Garrow s dead body flashes by and then
di sappears.
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An image of Durza sitting in the Jail Cell flashes by and
t hen di sappears.

Eragon begins to trenble at the pain. Everything becones
distorted and then everything cones into view.

Eragon falls forward, gasping for air.
Egraz pushes Murtagh forward, where Eragon was just standing.

EGRAZ
You' re turn.

Fear grows in Miurtagh’s eyes. Egraz chants nore inaudible
words and everything but Murtagh and hinsel f di sappears.

Surprise covers Egraz’s face. Everything distorts and then
becones cl ear as everything conmes back into view.

Egraz | ooks around in fear and surprise.

ORI K

VWhat is it?
ECGRAZ

Quards! Guards! Take this nman away!
ERAGON

For what!?

Egraz points at Mirtagh.

EGRAZ
He...he is the son of Morzan, the
one who betrayed the Riders to
Gal bat ori x!

Eragon | ooks shocked and sad. All is silent. Murtagh | ooks at
Eragon sadly.

EGRAZ
Take hi m away!

Two Varden Sol diers grab Murtagh by the arns and pull hi m out
of the Room

After a noment, Egraz |ooks at Eragon.

ECGRAZ
You...will go to Ajihad.
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I NT. TUNNEL - NI GHT

Eragon and Saphira are following Orik, who is running down a
Tunnel .

ERAGON
Where is ny horse?

ORI K
Your horse has been taken care of.
You will ride your dragon.

Oik stops at a huge set of double doors, where two Varden
Sol diers stand. Oik notions for Eragon to get on Saphira.

Eragon turns and clinbs up onto Saphira s saddle. The two
Varden Sol di ers open the door, revealing a huge crowd of
20, 000 VARDEN PEASANTS.

Saphira steps forward and the Peasants begin to cheer |oudly.

I NT. TRONJHEI M - NI GHT

Saphira wal ks through the crowd of Peasants toward anot her
| arge set of double doors on the other side of TRONJHEI M
which is a large CITY inside a nountain.

Al'l over Tronjheimare small HOUSES built out of stone.

INT. AJIHAD S STUDY - NI GHT

Eragon, followed by Saphira, is walking through Ajihad s
study. It is a large, beautiful, book-filled study.

On the far side, where Eragon and Saphira are wal king to,
there is a large desk and tall and thick man. AJIHAD, a dark
skinned man in his late 30’s.

Ajihad turns and | ooks at Eragon and Saphira, who stop in
front of his desk

AJlI HAD
Vel cone, Eragon.

Eragon nods hi s head.

ERAGON
Thank you.

There is a long nonent of silence. Ajihad | ooks sad.
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AJl HAD
The | oss of Brom brings great
sadness to ny heart. But he did
| eave sonet hi ng behind. Sonet hi ng
that will ensure our success...

Eragon | ooks confused.

AJl HAD

You.
ERAGON

What do you expect ne to acconplis?
AJl HAD

I will explain in full later-now

there are nor urgent matters. The
news of Gal batorix form ng an
alliance with the Urgal is serious.
If Galbatorix if gathering an Urgal
army to attack us the Varden wl|
be hard-pressed to survive.

There is a nonent of sil ence.

AJl HAD
For now, you need rest. In the
norning, you will train with our
Varden Sol diers. | fear the use of
a blade will soon be a necessary
t hi ng.

Eragon nods and wal ks away.

I NT. TUNNEL - NI GHT

Qutside of Ajihad s Study stands Oi k. Eragon and Saphira
stop before him

ORI K
If youll follownne, 1'Il show you
to where you' Il be sl eeping.
ERAGON
Thanks you...?
ORI K
Oik.
ERAGON

Oik.
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I NT. DRAGON HOLD - DAWN

Eragon is sleeping in a small cave-like bedroom The opening
of the cave reveals, a thousand feet down, the city of
Tronj heim

Eragon opens his eyes. Standing in front of himis Oik.

ORI K
If you Il get ready, we’'ll get you
sone breakfast and then begin your
training. Your dragon can stay
her e.

Eragon rubs his face and then sits up.

I NT. TRONJHEI M - DAY

Eragon and Orik are wal king through the large city. Peasants
stare at Eragon with smles.

Mxed in with the Varden Peasants are DWARF WOVAN AND
CH LDREN, who seemto be ignoring Eragon.

In front of Eragon is a Wman Peasant with a little BABY G RL
in her hands.

WOVAN
W1l you bless this child,
Argetlanf? There is no one to care
for her but me. Please, Argetlam
Bl ess her for | uck!

Eragon | ooks surprised and confused. A few nonents pass.

WOVAN
Bl ess her, Argetlam bless her.

Eragon hesitantly puts his pal mon the Baby's forehead.

ERAGON
Atra gulia un ilian tauthr ono un
atra ono wai se skolir fra rauthr
(Beat)
That is all | can do for her.
WOVAN

Thank you, Argetlam

The Worman wal ks away.
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I NT. TRONJHEI M - DAY

Hundreds of Varden Soldiers are training in a |arge marked
off field. In the background, the small Houses can be seen,
peopl e wal king all around them

Eragon wal ks across the field, Oik in front of him Eragon
bends down to Oi k.

ERAGON
Oi k.

ORI K
Yes?

ERAGON

That wonman...she called ne
Argetlam What does that nean?

ORI K
It neans Silver Palm

Eragon straightens up as they conme to the center of the
field. Arya is standing there waiting for them

ERAGON
(Surprised)
You' re awake!

ARYA
Thank you, Eragon, for saving ne.

Eragon | ooks at Arya’'s face, entranced.

ARYA
Shal | we begi n?

Eragon backs up, drawing Zar’'roc fromhis side. Arya draws a

bl ack-handl ed thin SWORD from her back and holds it out in
front of her.

Eragon | ooks worri ed.

ERAGON
| don’t want to hur-

Arya junmps forward, jabbing her sword toward Eragon’s
st omach.

Eragon, surprised, junps back. Arya’s sword barely m sses
hi m
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Eragon swings Zar’'roc at Arya. She quickly hits it aside and
swi ngs her sword toward Eragon. Eragon bl ocks it.

Suddenly, Arya spins her sword around, flinging Zar’roc out
of Eragon’ s hand.

Arya pokes Eragon in the stomach, victorious.
Eragon | ooks enbarrassed. Oik steps up beside Eragon.

ORI K
My King, Hrothgar, wi shes to see
you, Eragon.

EXT. HROTHGAR S THRONE ROOM - DAY

A beautiful THRONE sits at the center of the back of the

| arge, stone THRONE ROOM In the throne is KING HROTHGAR an
old, small DWARF dressed in beautiful arnmor. A |arge beard
grows fromhis face.

On the opposite side of the roomis a huge STONE DOOR, which
sSwi ngs open after a nonent, revealing Eragon and Saphira, who
wal k slowy toward Hrothgar.

Both of them stop before the throne and bow.

HROTHGAR
I could not neet with you earlier
as Ajihad did, because | had to
deal with ny enemies in a few of
the dwarf clans. They say | should
deny you and expel you from Farthen
Dur .

ERAGON
| amsorry for the trouble ny
arrival has caused everyone.

HROTHGAR
We will soon have greater problens.
War is comi ng. We nust be ready.
You nust be ready.

Eragon stands in fear for a nonent.

ERAGON
I will Dbe.
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I NT. DRAGON HOLD - N GHT

Eragon is lying on the ground beside Saphira. They are both
asl eep.

Suddenly, a LANTERN cones into view. Holding it is Oik.

Eragon slightly opens his eyes, |ooking around.

ERAGON
What is it?
ORI K
You and your dragon nust cone
qui ckl y!
ERAGON
Wy ?
ORI K

Aj i had sunmmons you to Fathen Dur.

Er agon si ghs.

I NT. TUNNEL - NI GHT

Eragon and Saphira follow Oik, who is wal king very quickly,
t hrough the Tunnel

I NT. FARTHEN DUR - NI GHT

Si x thousand Varden Sol di ers and DWARVEN WARRI ORS are crowded
t oget her.

At the very front of the arny is Aihad, Arya, and Hrothgar.

A few Dwarf Warriors step forward in front of Saphira and
Eragon as they wal k toward Aji had and the others.

DWARF WARRI OR
W nust take your dragon.

ERAGON
Wy ?

HROTHGAR
To dress her in the ancient arnor

Eragon nods and the Dwarf Warriors wal k away, Saphira follows
t hem
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Eragon wal ks up to Ajihad, fear in his eyes.

ERAGON
What’ s goi ng on?

AJl HAD
A group of dwarfs spotted thousands
of Urgal’s and Kull marching
t hrough the underground tunnels.

They will be here within the hour.
ERAGON

They out nunber us?
AJI HAD

Yes.

(Beat)

We have col | apsed the tunnels that
lead to the city of Tronjheim They
wi Il have no choice but to cone
fromthose tunnels.

(Beat)

Once they conme, we nust keep them
fromever getting to Tronjheim |If
they get there, they will kill the
woman and chil dren

Aj i had points into the distance, where | arge TUNNEL DOORS
are.

Ajihad turns and puts his hand on the shoul der of a MAN
AJl HAD
Eragon, this Jorrmunder, ny nost
trusted advi sor and second in
conmand of the Varden.

Er agon nods.

EXT. FARTHEN DUR - NI GHT
All is silent. The Varden Sol di ers | ook scar ed.

Eragon, now wearing arnor, is standing beside a fully arnored
Saphi r a.

Suddenly, fromthe Tunnel Doors |ight begins to flicker. The
| oud yells of the Urgal’s and Kull can be heard.

Arya | ooks into the distance, at the Tunnel Doors.
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ARYA
(Sorrowfully)
It has begun.
Aj i had | ooks at the Tunnel Doors.
AJl HAD
(Yelling)
Weapons!

The Varden Soldiers draw their swords and the Dwarf Warriors
draw t heir AXES.

Aji had, Arya, Jornunder, and Hrothgar draw their weapons.
Eragon clinmbs on top of Saphira and draws Zar’roc.
A long nonent of silence passes and then...the Urgal’s charge
out of the Tunnel Doors! They run, weapons drawn toward the
Varden Sol di ers.
Ajihad lifts his sword in the air.
AJl HAD
(Yelling)
Char ge!
Aj i had begins to run. The entire army follows him

Saphira junps into the air, Eragon on her back, and dives
toward the Urgal arny.

A nonment passes...and then the two armes crash into each
ot her!

Saphira grabs three Ugal’s in her claws and throws theminto
the walls, killing them She then dives down and grabs two
Urgal’s in her nmouth and crushes them

From Saphira’s back, Eragon hacks at an Urgal with Zar’roc.

Saphira lands, swinging her tail at ten Kull, slinging them
into fifteen nore Urgal’s.

After a nmonment, Saphira junps back into the air. A Kull hits
Eragon in the chest with a large CLUB, sending Eragon flying
into the ground.

Saphira continues to fly upward.

Eragon fights off a few Urgal’s.
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ERAGON (V. Q)
Saphira, | need you!

Behi nd Eragon, an Urgal lifts it’s sword, ready to drop it
into Eragon’ s head.

Suddenly, a blade hits it’s throat, sending it’s head flying
of f.

Eragon turns around, revealing Angela, dressed in a black
robe and hol di ng a doubl e-bl aded staff sword. Angela smles
and then continues to fight.

Saphira drops down and crashes into a few Urgals and then
| ands besi de Eragon.

Eragon clinbs onto Saphira and they take off again, flying
high into the air, a flock of ARROAS foll ow t hem

Arya is surrounded by hundreds of Urgal’s and Kull. She
continues to fight, but |ooks tired.

Suddenly, Saphira | ands beside Arya, crushing five Urgal’s.

ERAGON
Get on!

Arya turns and junps onto Saphira.

Suddenly, a Kull’s axe hits Saphira’ s chest arnor, denting it
i nward. Saphira grows |oudly and grabs the Kull in her nouth,
crushing him

Saphira junps into the air.

ERAGON (V. Q)
Are you alright?

SAPHI RA
I don’t know. It hurts to breath.

ERAGON (V. Q)
Can you get us to the dragon hol d?

Saphira soars through the air for a noment and then dives
down and flies through two | arge DOORS, revealing Tronjheim

I NT. TRONJHEI M - N GHT

Saphira | ands on the ground.



111.

ARYA
Il go with her. You nust stay
fight.

ERAGON
Thank you.

Eragon junps of f of Saphira and | ands on the ground.

Saphira junps into the air and flies straight up. Al around
her, inplanted into the walls is pure SAPPH RE, sparKkling.

Eragon begins to run toward the two | arge Doors, hol ding
Zar'roc.

Suddenly, behind him Tronjheins floor begins to crack.
Eragon stops and turns around.

An AXE bust through the surface of Tronjheins floor. The
sound of Urgal’'s can be heard.

After a nmonent, the Urgal’s begin to clinb up through the
hole in the floor. Eragon charges toward them hacking into
themw th Zar’roc.

I NT. FARTHEN DUR - NI GHT

The battle continues to rage.

Hr ot hgar swings his |large Hammar at a few Kull, crushing
their arnmor and killing them

I NT. TRONJHEIM - NI GHT

Eragon is fighting Ugal’s as the come through the hole in
t he ground.

A few minutes of fighting pass and then the Urgal’s stop
com ng through the hole.

Eragon sighs and bends over, breathing heavily. After a
nmonment, he turns and runs toward the two Doors.

Behind him there is a | oud CRACK! Eragon turns around. A
dark FI GURE stands in the dust. The Figure steps forward,
revealing that its...Durza!

Eragon gasps in fear.
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I NT. FARTHEN DUR - NI GHT
Aj i had swings his sword into a Kull, it falls to the ground.

Angela is battling off dozens of Urgal’s.

I NT. TRONJHEI M - N GHT

Eragon takes a step back. Durza slowy wal ks toward him
drawi ng his sword

DURZA
You will die today, Rider.

Durza lifts his sword up and swings it at Eragon. Eragon
pul I's Zar’roc up, blocking Durza s blade, but the force
behi nd the bl ow sends Eragon back a few feet.

I NT. FARTHEN DUR - N GHT

A Varden Soldier is fighting a large Kull. After a few
nmonments, the Kull slices the Varden Sol di ers head off.

Oik junps off of a large rock and | ands on an Urgal,
sticking his Axe into it’s face.
I NT. TRONJHEI M - NI GHT

Durza and Eragon continue to fight, Durza obviously w nning.
Eragon | ooks tired and worn.

A nonent passes and then Durza steps forward and pushes
Er agon backwards, causing himto trip. Eragon falls to his
knees.

Durza swings his sword and the side of the blade sticks into
Eragon’ s back

Eragon lets out a horrible cry of pain.
BEG N ERAGON' S POV:

Everything is blurry. Durza is smling. Suddenly, Durza junps
back as a huge piece of Sapphire hits the ground.

END ERAGON S POV:

Hundr eds of pieces of Sapphire begins to hit the ground.
Eragon | ooks up, tears in his eyes.
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Saphira, with Arya on her back, is flying straight toward the
ground.

Suddenly, Saphira opens her nmouth and a huge expl osi on of
flames cone fromit!

Durza ducks and drops to the ground to avoid being hit by the
flame.

Eragon grabs Zar’roc of the ground.

ERAGON
Bri singr!

Zar’'roc’s blade lights up with BLUE FLAMES. Eragon lets out a
scream as he sticks it into Durza' s heart.

Durza | ooks down in shock and then lets out a |loud cry.

Er agon col | apses.

DREAM SEQUENCE
Fl ashes of light distort everything and ten fade out.
Suddenly, a voice is heard.

VO CE (V.0Q)
Cone to ne.

A nmonent passes. Mdire light flashes and distorts everything.

VO CE (V. 0.)
Eragon, cone to ne.

ERAGON (V. Q)
Who are you?

VO CE (V.Q)
| amthe cripple who is whole.
(Beat)
You nmust trust Arya and go to the
El ven Ki ngdom of El | esnera.

(Beat)

You have w ought the land of a
great evil, Eragon. Many are in
your debt.

More flashes of light distort everything.
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VO CE (V.Q)
Come to nme, Eragon. | have answers
to all you ask

A nmonment of silence passes. Eragon’s head cones into view,
but not hing el se.

ERAGON (V. Q)
I will cone.

FADE QUT.

The End



