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CO.D OPEN
I NT. DI NER - DAY

JERROD, (25), MAXINE, (25), a poor man's Cl aire Huxtable and
ALEX, (25), Daffy Duck to Jerrod's Bugs Bunny, are sitting
at a booth eating |unch.

JERROD
| think you re the m ssing the point
Maxine. Al I'msaying is | could

absol utely cheat on you. Wuldn't do

it. But | absolutely could. Wuldn't

even be hard. | could have a m stress
by Saturday norning.

Al ex | ooks up fromhis food.

ALEX
Nah.

MAXI NE
(to Al ex)
Doesn’t have the gane.

JERRCOD
|"d get away with it too.

MAXI NE
| would catch you inmedi ately.

JERROD
| could have a whole other famly.
Li ke a Mornon. You woul dn’t know a
t hi ng.

MAXI NE
Ckay, please Jerrod, tell us, what’'s
your big plan? How woul d you cheat ?

JERROD
All 1'd have to do is tell you I was
going to Alex's house. Then |I’d sneak
off... with that cute girl who bags
our groceries at Safeway.

ALEX
(hand gesture for so-so)
Eh.

MAXI NE
Wait, you woul d use Alex as your alibi?
Ha! That’s hilarious.

ALEX
What’s wwong with ne as an alibi?
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MAXI NE
Can’t keep a secret.

ALEX
| can keep a secret! My dad s been
cheating on ny nomfor years and nobody
knows that... not even nmy nom

A WAI TRESS appr oaches.

WAl TRESS
So did you save room for dessert?

JERROD
Yeah, 1'Il try the chocol ate cake.

MAXI NE
I'I'l just have a few bites of his.

JERROD
(to waitress)
Then 1'Il have two slices of cake
pl ease.

MAXI NE
Wiy can't we share?

JERRCD
W will share. One slice for us, and
the other will be just for me because
l'"'ma nman.

VWaitress exits.

MAXI NE
You're so wasteful. You act |ike we
have a bunch of noney.

JERROD
| am not wasteful.

MAXI NE
Look at this. You ordered pancakes,
waf fl es, and french toast!

ALEX
Yeah that's a | ot of bread.

JERROD
| like to sanple.

MAXI NE
Then get the sanpler platter!

JERROD
Eh, too many options.
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MAXI NE
Jerrod, we need to save noney. | nean
God knows Alex isn't going to chip in.
ALEX

"' m gonna pay!
(patting his pocket)
Ch shoot. MW wallet's in the car.

Al ex imredi ately gets up fromhis seat and quickly exits the
restaurant.

JERROD
Man, that's crazy about Al ex's parents.
And his nomls attractive too.
(shaki ng his head)
| mean if it could happen to her.
Maxi ne gives Jerrod a | ook, then out the wi ndow Jerrod and
Maxi ne watch Al ex drive off.

END OF COLD OPEN
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ACT ONE
FADE | N:
INT. JERROD & MAXI NE'S APARTMENT - DAY

Jerrod and MAXINE are sitting on the couch. Maxine is
studying. Jerrod is reading a newspaper.

JERROD
(of f paper)
So is North Korea for real ?

MAXI NE
Do you nmean does it exist, or are they
serious?

JERROD
| know it exists. | just want to know,

are they really going to bonb us? And
If so, would it affect North Carolina?
It says here that they could probably
hit Hawaii, but does that count? It'd
be |like losing a vacation hone. You'd
hate to see it go but it's not going
to affect your everyday life.

MAXI NE
Wiy the sudden interest in North Korea?

JERROD
' Cause three weeks from Saturday is
our anniversary. And | don't want to
waste tinme making plans if we're gonna
get bonbed, Maxi ne.

MAXI NE
If you want to worry about North Korea,
you should worry about its citizens
who are forced to live under the rule
of an oppressive totalitarian |eader.

JERROD
Don't really see how that affects ny
anni versary pl ans.

MAXI NE
Wait. Anniversary of what?

JERROD
O our first date. AmIl the only one
in this relationship?

MAXI NE
You want to cel ebrate the anniversary
of our first date?
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JERROD
O course | want to celebrate the
anni versary of our first date. This
Is a big deal. |[|’'ve never nade it
this far in a relationship before.

Jerrod triunphantly stands on the coffee table to make an
announcenent .

JERROD ( CONT' D)
In three weeks fromtoday we will be
cel ebrating the first anniversary of
our first date at one of the finest
di ning establishments in Charlotte,
North Carolina.

MAXI NE
(uni npr essed)
Al right.

Maxi ne goes back to studying. Jerrod goes back to his
newspaper .

JERROD
(of f paper)
So, what's Syria so mad about ?
CUT TGO

3 INT. JERROD & MAXINE'S APARTMVENT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Maxi ne and her friend REG NA are | ooking at three dresses
draped over the back of the couch.

REG NA
The red one is classic elegance. It
woul d be amazing if you had sone
Louboutin's. The blue one says, "I'm
off the market, but still in the
wi ndow." And the green one woul d be
great, but only if Jerrod is going to
wear an earth tone suit. Do you know
what he's going to wear?

MAXI NE
| don't know. | guess the blue one.

Al ex crosses through.

ALEX
The bl ue one | ooks stupid.

Jerrod enters fromthe bedroom He's talking on the phone
and reading froma pad of paper.

5.
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Maxi ne

Maxi ne

JERRCD
(into phone)
Does your bat hroom have cl ot h napkins
or is there an automatic di spenser?

(then)
Because it's the anniversary of our
first date. | need it to be classy.
(then)

Do any French people work at your
est abl i shnent ?

(then)
So just on his nother's side, huh?
Does he know how to do the accent?

ALEX
(to Maxi ne and Regi na)
He's really going all out.

MAXI NE
Yeah. | guess.

ALEX
What are you going to get hinf

MAXI NE
| have a get a gift? Wy, he didn't
do anything. W just didn't break up
yet .

REG NA
It's an anniversary, Maxine!

ALEX
It's been a year!
(beat)
He al ways wanted a wat ch.

si ghs.

MAXI NE
(to Regi na)
Let's go get hima watch.
(to Al ex)
Don't you tell him Al ex.

ALEX
| can keep a secret, Maxine!

and Regina exit. Jerrod hangs up the phone.

JERROD
Wiere' d they go.

ALEX
They went to go get you a watch.
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JERROD
Ni ce.

ALEX
What's wwong with you? You have the
nost | ow mai ntenance girlfriend and
you nmake yourself do what other guys
w sh they could get out of.

JERROD
Wiy can't you just be happy for ne?

ALEX
| can't even be happy for ne.
(then, pulls out phone)
There was a substitute science teacher
| ast week. Look at this text she sent

nme.
JERROD
(readi ng)
"Thanks for letting nme borrow your
overhead projector.” So what?
ALEX

But she put a smley face at the end.
What does that nean?

JERRCD
| think it nmeans she's really happy
about that overhead projector.

ALEX
| don't know, | think she m ght be
into ne.

JERROD

All right, et me see a picture.

Alex pulls up a photo of BRENDA (20s, hot) standing next to
t he overhead projector.

JERROD ( CONT' D)

Ch yeah. Way out of your league. [|'m
surprised she even sent you the thank
you text.

CUT TO
INT. FINISH LINE - OFFICE - DAY

Jerrod | eans back in a |leather chair with his crossed | egs
resting confortably on a desk
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JERROD
You have to understand ne when | tel
you: there are only lions and sheep in
this world. Never confuse the two...and
never be the latter. Sheep are nade
to be ignored, content to follow the
fl ock, never creating their own
identity. A lion wll never be
over|l ooked. In fact, you cannot take
your eyes off a lion even for one
second. Do you understand what |'m
saying to you right now?

ANGLE on a very disinterested kid, BOBBY, (19).
BOBBY
| don't know, man. So are you gonna
cover ny shift Wednesday, or what?

Reveal that they are in the stock roomof an athletic shoe
store. The store nmanager, STEVE, (35), pops his head in.

STEVE
Jerrod, get your feet off ny desk and
get out of my chair. | need you two

out front for an enpl oyee pow wow.
Jerrod and Bobby exit the stock room/ office.
RESET TO
INT. FINISH LI NE - CONTI NUOUS

Jerrod and Bobby a handful of other EMPLOYEES gat hered around
St eve who addresses his staff.

STEVE
Ckay, starting today, nobody is
aut horized to work nore than thirty
hours per week because we are
elimnating full tinme benefits to cut
costs.

JERROD
Hold up. | see what’s going on. You're
cutting our hours so you don't have to
provide full tine benefits.

STEVE
Yeah Jerrod, that's exactly what |
just said.

JERRCD

And you think we're going to stand by
and | et you oppress us with your
MORE
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JERROD (CONT' D)
totalitarian | eadership and screw us
out of our full tine benefits? You
sir, have underestimated us. 1Isn't
that right, Bobby!?

BOBBY
Nah, | was only working twenty hours
anyways.

JERROD
Danmmi t Bobby!
(then)
What about you, Jinbo? You gonna stand
by and let themtake away your health

I nsur ance?
FRANK
My nane's Frank. And |’'mactually
still on ny parents’ health insurance.
JERROD

Brian, you're full-tinme, aren't you?
You gonna |let themget away with this?

BRI AN
| amfull-tinme, and | amgoing to |et
themget away with it because | don't
| i ke rocking the boat.

JERROD
None of you are lions! What the hel
Is wong with you people? You're acting
i ke sheep.
(to Steve)
This is all a lot of us have! Bobby's
not even in college anynore!

BOBBY
No, |'m back in college now.

JERROD
(pl easantly surprised)
Ch word? | thought they nmessed up
your financial aid.

BOBBY
No, | got that straightened out. It
was just a mxup with the paperwork.
But we're good now.

JERROD
(sincere)
Vell alright Bobby.
(cl appi ng)
Congratul ations! Guve it up for Bobby.
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The others start to clap for Bobby.

JERROD ( CONT' D)
But the rest of you! Sheep!

CUT TO
INT. MALL - LATER

Jerrod holds a picket sign made out of an unfol ded shoe box
and wal ks back and forth in front of the Finish Line. Alex
and Brenda wal k up wearing workout clothes.

JERRCD
(chanti ng)
HELL NO, | WON T GO...UNTIL YOU d VE
ME BACK MY FULL TI ME BENEFI TS, SERI QUSLY
YOU GQUYS | ' VE ASKED PCLI TELY AND TRI ED
TOBE CIVIL ABOUT THIS. HELL NO, |
WON'T GO, UNTIL YOU G VE ME BACK - -

ALEX
Jerrod? What the hell are you doi ng?

JERRCD
" mon strike.

ALEX
From a shoe store? You |ook ridicul ous.
You just unfolded a shoe box and wote
a run on sentence on it. The honel ess
have nore inpressive signs.

BRENDA
(to Jerrod)
H . |'m Brenda.

JERROD
Ch, Brenda. From --

ALEX
Brenda from stop tal king right now,
you' ve never heard of her.

Jerrod and Brenda shake hands.

JERROD
Ckay.

BRENDA
Nice to neet you
(to Al ex)
"Il see you inside.

Brenda crosses into Finish Line. Jerrod and Al ex watch her
wal k away.
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JERROD
Yup. Qut of your | eague.
ALEX
Maybe right now, but she wants ne to
start running with her. | think she's

trying to get ne in shape to bump ne
up to her |evel

JERROD
You can't junp that many levels. |
don't think you understand the
di fference between you and her:
Drastic. Stark. Vast is a word.

ALEX
So anyway, is this little protest of
yours going to affect me using your
enpl oyee di scount ?

JERROD
You can't cross the picket line. You're
in the teachers uni on, how about sone
solidarity?

ALEX
Except you're not in any union so this
s not a strike. It's a nockery.

JERRCD
| don't have to be in a union to stand
up for what's right. This is about
nmore than full time benefits, it's
about principles.

ALEX

And what are you going to do for noney?
JERROD

If it goes on too long, I'Il have to

make sonme sacrifices. Mke ny own

| unch, start turning off |ights when
I''mnot home. But once 5k season rolls
around, they’'ll nmeet nmy demands.

ALEX
So | guess you're going to have to
cancel your anniversary. Hey don't
worry, | think you dodged a bullet.

JERROD
What? |' m not canceling anything!
|'mgetting a watch, Alex. Alright!
A watch! 1'"Il figure out sonething

for the anniversary, so don't you dare
tell Maxi ne about the strike.
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ALEX
["man iron vault, Jerrod. You know
t hat .
(then)
Conme on, just let it go and cone inside
and use your enployee di scount to buy
me sonme shoes.

JERROD
No. I'mstanding up for what is right
and just. | believe it was Ell a Weel er

Wl cox who said: “To sin by silence,
when they shoul d protest, makes cowards
of nmen.”

(then)
But seriously, don't tell Maxine. |
really want that watch.

A pudgy, non-threatening SECURI TY GUARD approaches.

Jerrod

SECURI TY GUARD
Sir, what you're doing is considered
| oi tering.

JERROD
Ch, here we go!

puts his hands behind his back, arrest style.

JERROD ( CONT' D)
You can take ny freedom but you can
not silence ne!

SECURI TY GUARD
|"mnot arresting you. They don't
even give us handcuffs.

ALEX
(to security guard)
Do they give you nace? | bet mace
woul d silence him

JERROD
(deadly serious)
Don't nmace ne. Please don't nace ne.

SECURI TY GUARD
' mnot going to nmace you. You j ust
can't protest inside the mall. Sorry,
' mjust doing ny job.

ALEX
(to security guard)
Hey, you don't happen to get a di scount
at the shoe store, do you?

12.
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Jerrod gets escorted away.

JERROD
(calling off)
Don't be a scab Al ex.

CUT TO

7 EXT. STREET - MOMENTS LATER

Jerrod is on the sidewalk in front of the mall holding his
pi cket sign. Wden to reveal he is next to a professional
sign spinner who enthusiastically spins an advertisenent for
a local business. He twirls his sign all around his body,
then throws it up in the air and catches it behind his back.

JERRCD
Conme on. You're making ne | ook bad.

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWD
FADE | N:
EXT. PARK - LATER

Al ex is jogging, drenched in sweat and gasping for air.
Brenda j ogs several yards ahead, she turns and jogs in place
wai ting for Alex to catch up. He does, then stops to catch
hi s breath.

BRENDA
Let's keep noving. You'll be fine
once those endorphins kick in.
Brenda turns and starts to run.
ALEX
(gaspi ng)
No, wait.

Al ex steps on the heel of Brenda's shoe, giving her a flat
tire. Brenda goes down.

BRENDA (O . S.)
One, owe, owey, Oowey, OwWey, Owey.

Al ex | ooks around to see if anyone saw what he did.
CUT TGO
9 INT. JERROD & MAXINE'S APARTMENT - EVEN NG

Jerrod sits reading the newspaper. Alex enters carrying a
grocery bag.

JERROD
(of f paper)
Egypt, man. Have you heard about what's
goi ng on over there?

ALEX
No.

Al ex crosses to the kitchen and opens the fridge.

JERROD
Seriously? You're a teacher.
ALEX
A history teacher. | don't need to

know about anything for at |east ten
years after it happens.
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JERROD
Wiy are you sweating? You |look Iike a
recovering al coholic.

ALEX
| went on a run with Brenda, then
had to carry her to the hospital.

JERROD

VWhat ?
ALEX

Yeah, she fractured her ankle.
JERROD

What ?  How?
ALEX

| got tired of running.
JERROD

So you broke her ankle?
ALEX

No. Not on purpose. | had to slow

her down so | could catch ny breath

So | stepped on the back of her shoe

to give her a flat tire. But she didn't
stop until the pain hit her and she

fell and rolled down a hill into a
tree.

JERRCD
Ch ny God.

ALEX
No, it's cool. She thinks it was her
new shoes.

JERRCD

Is she mad at you?

ALEX
She doesn't even know | did anything.
She feels bad we can't run together.

JERROD ( CONT' D)
Vell at |east now while she’s healing
you have tinme to get yourself into
shape.

ALEX
That was ny first thought, too. But
ny second nmuch better thought was: Wy
aml trying to better nyself, when |
could just drag her down to ny |evel?
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JERROD
| don’t know man. You' d have to take
her down far to drag her into your
| eague. And | nean far.

ALEX
Wiy do you keep saying that? |'man
attractive guy. |I'mat |east a seven

if I don't speak

Al ex opens the freezer and takes out a quart of CHUNKY MONKEY
| CE- CREAM and begins to spoon the contents into the fat-free
cont ai ner.

JERRCD
Hey that's nmy Chunky Monkey.

ALEX
It was your Chunky Monkey. Nowit's
Brenda's new Non-fat organic ice-cream
(beat)
So did you figure out what you're going
to do for your anniversary?

JERROD
| did. And it's genius. Way better
than you plan. So | figure instead of
going to an expensive restaurant, we’||
enjoy a romantic candl elight dinner at
home and we’ll have the same food we
had on our first date.

ALEX
You don’'t know how to cook.

JERROD
And | don’t have to. We went to KFC.

ALEX

(1 aughi ng)
Oh this is better than ny plan?

JERRCD
Vel |l you haven't heard the best part.
| figured out a gift that won't cost
me a dime. You ready for this...?
|”mgoing to tell Maxine that | |ove
her for the first tine.

ALEX
That's not a gift.

JERROD
It isif it’'s the first tinel
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10

11

12

13

14

ALEX
Nope. Still not a gift.

JERROD
On our first anniversary. Eating the
first meal we shared together. Don't
you see the thene here Al ex?

ALEX
Horri bl e i deas?

JERROD
No. Firsts.

ALEX

Maybe next year you can cel ebrate the
first anniversary of Mxine physically
assaul ting you.

JERROD
On our second anniversary? That doesn't
even make sense.

CUT TO
BEG N MONTAGE

EXT. STREET - DAY

"Just The Two of Us" by Bill Wthers plays. Jerrod is on
the sidewalk in front of the mall next to the professional
sign spinner. Jerrod has a new nore inpressive picket sign
that reads: "The Finish Line = Murder".

I NT. BRENDA' S APARTMENT - DAY

Brenda sits on the couch with her booted foot propped up on
a pillow Angle on Alex as he peels a |light beer |abel from
a bottle and puts it on a different bottle, then serves it
to Brenda.

EXT. STREET - DAY

Jerrod tries to mmc the sign spinner's noves, but funbles
his sign into traffic. He runs into the street to retrieve
his sign and nearly gets hit by a car.

I NT. BRENDA' S APARTMENT - N GHT

Al ex puts the finishing touches on the icing of a huge
chocol ate cake that says, "Get Wll| Brenda."

EXT. STREET - DAY

The sign spinner gives Jerrod a slowed down tutorial of how
to spin his sign.

17.

10

11

12

13

14
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15

16

17

18

19

Jerrod tries it and pokes the spinner guy in the eye with
hi s sign.

I NT. BRENDA' S APARTMENT - N GHT 15

The huge chocol ate cake is down to one slice left. Alex

of fers Brenda another bite of cake. She declines and
indicates that she's full. Alex doesn't take no for an answer
and tries to entice her by doing the airplane routine and
accidentally pokes Brenda in the eye with the fork.

EXT. STREET - DAY 16

Jerrod hands flyers to passers-by. People gladly take the
flyers with a smle. The Security Guard fromearlier taps
Jerrod on the shoulder. Jerrod turns around and sees that
ground is littered with discarded flyers. Jerrod starts to
pick up the flyers.

I NT. BRENDA' S APARTMENT - N GHT 17

Brenda has a gauze bandage taped to her eye. Alex offers
her a fork full of pasta. She declines, Alex insists, then
she covers her good eye with her hand, then reluctantly
accepts the bite.

EXT. STREET - DAY 18

Jerrod has a sign that reads: "Honk If You're Finished Wth
The Finish Line's Unfair Labor Practices." He spins the
sign pretty well now. The sign spinner is inpressed, as are
t he people who pass by. Cars are honking and people are
waving at him Steve, the Finish Line Manager drives by and
sees the attention that Jerrod is getting.

END MONTAGE

CUT TO
I NT. JERROD & MAXI NE' S APARTMENT - EVENI NG 19
An instrunental of Boyz Il Men's "I'|I|l Make Love to You" is

pl aying in the background. Jerrod |lights a candle and pl aces
it on a table between two place settings on a white table
cloth. Maxine enters the roomwearing the red dress.

JERROD
Sur pri se.

MAXI NE
| thought you said we were going out
to a nice restaurant with the cloth
napki ns and the French dude?
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JERRCD
| decided it would be nore ronmantic to
have an intinmate di nner at honme. |
t hought of a great thene for the
evening... firsts.

MAXI NE
Thi s woul d' ve been our first time going
to a nice restaurant.

JERRCD
This is going to be better. Wit right
here.

Jerrod crosses to the kitchen.

MAXI NE
(calling off)
Ch, | get it. So tonight you cooked
for nme for the first tine.

JERROD (O S.)
Nope. Do you renenber our first date?

MAXI NE
You nmean when you took ne to Kentucky
Fried Chicken? The fact that | went
out with you again should tell you how
much | |iked you. That food nade ne
sick to my stonmach for a week.

Jerrod re-enters holding a cookie pan that bal ances a bucket
of Kentucky Fried Chicken, biscuits, and potato wedges.

MAXI NE ( CONT' D)

OCh. KFC. | guess I'll take next week
of f.

JERROD
Eat your wedges before they get cold,
baby.

MAXI NE

You know, |'mnot that hungry just
yet. Wy don't we exchange gifts first?

Maxi ne crosses to the closet, while Jerrod sits and eats
potato wedges for a beat. Mxine returns with a snal
el egantly w apped box and excitedly hands it to Jerrod.

MAXI NE ( CONT' D)
| knew this was sonething you wanted
for along tine. And since thisis a
speci al day, | wanted to get you
sonet hi ng speci al .



Untitled Jerrod Carmchael "Pilot" Penni e/ Carm chael / Kat cher
Witers' Second Draft 09/ 11/ 13

Jerrod unwaps the box. [It's a very nice watch.

Maxi ne

Jerrod

JERROD
Ch you did get ne the watch!?

MAXI NE
(to herself, angry)
Al ex.

JERRCD
| lTove it! You know how much | wanted
one of these? This watch is the
practically the only thing separating
me fromJay-Z

MAXI NE
Jay-Z wears this watch?
JERROD
No, but he wears a watch.
MAXI NE
So, where's ny gift?
JERROD
Vell, | wanted to get sonething for

you |'ve never given you before. The
greatest gift a man can give to a wonan.
Real |y, the greatest gift that one
human bei ng coul d give to an anot her
human bei ng.

| ooks at himexpectantly. He stares into her eyes.
JERROD ( CONT' D)

Maxine... | |l ove you
MAXI NE

| |love you too, Jerrod.

ki sses Maxi ne, then goes back to eating potato wedges.
JERROD

Damm. | forgot to get ketchup
MAXI NE

So what’s ny gift?
JERROD

(chew ng)

Wiat? | said | love you. That’'s your

gift.
MAXI NE

You're kidding right?
( MORE)

20.
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MAXI NE ( CONT' D)
So you telling me you love ne is the
gift? | bought shoes for this.

JERROD

You got me shoes, too0?
MAXI NE

No, | got ne shoes.
JERROD

You bought yourself a gift? You were
in a giving nood.

MAXI NE
At | east one of us was.

JERRCOD
| got you the gift of |ove.

MAXI NE
That's not a gift.

JERROD
It isif it'’s the first tine.

Maxi ne sits back in her chair.

MAXI NE
I'"'msorry, but | need a mnute to wap
ny brain around this.

JERROD
Don't apol ogi ze. Take all the tine
you need. Let it sink in. Bask in
It. This is an enotional nonent for
you.

MAXI NE
Wait, we've been together a year. W
live together. You're just deciding
you |l ove nme now...? Jerrod you say “I
| ove you” all tine.

JERROD
No, no, no. | say “love ya.” As in
“hey Maxine, |I'’mgoing to work, Love
ya.” 1t doesn't nean anything with an
“a” on the end... like the “n” word.

MAXI NE
Wait, what!? Jerrod | put time, and
t hought... not to nention noney into
your gift.
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JERROD
Vell | put pure enotion into your gift.
Now, | don't want to get into an
argunent over which gift is better
but I think we know the answer to that.

MAXI NE
Yes, mne! The one that was actually
agift.

JERRCD

Wiy! ? Because yours cost noney? Wo's
the one who's al ways saying we need to
save noney? \Wo Maxi ne?

MAXI NE

(si ghing)
| am You know | am

JERROD
Not only did I give you sonething from
the bottomof ny heart, | didn't spend
aredcent in the process. | killed
two birds with one stone. How many
birds gotta die Maxine!? How many
birds have to die before you're happy!?

Maxi ne stares at Jerrod as he takes a bite of potato wedges.

JERROD (CONT' D)
And you let the wedges get cold.

CUT TO
INT. JERROD & MAXI NE'S APARTMENT - THE NEXT DAY 20

Regina sits on the couch. Maxine cones out with all three
dr esses.

MAXI NE
And you know what his gift was? He
told nme he | oved ne.

REG NA
Awy that's sweet. A gift fromthe
heart .

MAXI NE
Vell, | got hima watch -- with noney

fromny bank account. He's the one
that nmade a big deal out of it. |
didn't want a fancy dinner.

REG NA
Then what are you conpl ai ni ng about ?
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MAXI NE
| don't know. Just... | bought shoes
and a wat ch.

REG NA
But aren't you the one that always
tells himhe should be nore responsible
w th noney?

MAXI NE
Yeah.

REG NA
So he pretty much did what you asked,
and he told you he loved you. And in
ny book, that's sweet. So it just
seens |like he can't win. Dr. Phil
says you can't grease a hog w thout
maki ng it squeal

MAXI NE
What does that even nean?

REG NA
| don't know, but it's Dr. Phil.

They nod theirs heads and agree.

CUT TO
EXT. STREETS - LATER 21
Jerrod is spinning his sign. He gets a phone call.
JERRCD
Hel | 0.
| NTER CUT:
I NT. MALL - CONTI NUQUS 22

Maxi ne tal ks on the phone as she wal ks down the hall.

MAXI NE
Jerrod, | called to apol ogi ze.
JERROD
Dam right you did! About what?
MAXI NE
| shoul d have been nore grateful.
You're right. 1'mthe one who al ways

says we shoul d be saving noney.

JERRCD
Vell I'"'mglad you finally canme around.
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MAXI NE

|"mhere at the mall. 1'mcomng to

meet you for lunch
JERROD

Wait, you're in the mall now?
MAXI NE

Yeah, I'Il see you in like thirty

23

24

seconds.
Jerrod hangs up the phone.

MAXI NE ( CONT' D)
Jerrod? Hell o?

Jerrod grabs the attention of Ranone, the sign spinner.
JERROD
(dead serious)
Ramone. Watch ny sign

Jerrod takes of f running.

CUT TO
I NT. MALL - CONTI NUQUS 23
Maxi ne wal ks through the mall. Finish Line is comng in
si ght.

CUT TO
I NT. MALL - CONTI NUQUS 24
Jerrod is sprinting through the mall, weaving through peopl e,

he hurdl es over a toddler's head. Jerrod enters finish |ine.
Qut of breath. He just barely nmade it. Everyone in the
store | ooks up fromwhat they're doing.

STEVE
Jerrod. You're back?

Maxi ne enters.

MAXI NE
H Jerrod.
JERROD
(out of breath)
Alright. 1'mtaking ny break now guys.

Jerrod and Maxine exit. Everyone | ooks confused.

MAXI NE
You're really out of breath.
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JERRCD
Shoes.
CUT TO
25 I NT. MALL RESTAURANT - LATER

Jerrod and Maxine eat. A WAl TRESS appr oaches.

WAl TRESS
So did you guys save room for desert?

JERROD / NMAXI NE
Nope /Definitely!

Maxi ne and the waitress | ooks at Jerrod confused.

MAXI NE
Si nce when do you not want dessert?

JERRCD
Maxine, | think you're right. W need
to save noney.

MAXI NE
No Jerrod. | was wong. Sone things
are nore inportant than noney.
(to waitress)
I'I'l have a slice of chocol ate cake.

JERROD
(to waitress)
"Il just have a bite of hers.
Bobby from work approaches. He raises his fist in the air.

BOBBY
Stay strong, Jerrod! Don't cave!

Bobby exits. Maxine |ooks at Jerrod confused.

MAXI NE
What was that?
JERROD
It's a black thing.
MAXI NE
Jerrod, |'m black
JERROD

(hand gesture for so-so)
Eh.

CUT TO
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INT. JERROD & MAXINE'S APARTMVENT - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY 26

Maxi ne is studying. Al ex enters.

ALEX

Oh, hey Maxine. | didn't know you

were here.
MAXI NE

So you woul d've knocked if you knew?
ALEX

No.

(then)

| just cane by to see if Jerrod got
sone nore of that Chunky Monkey ice
cream

Al ex crosses toward to kitchen.

MAXI NE
Check for yourself. Jerrod s at work.

ALEX
yeah. So his stupid little "strike"
s finally over?

MAXI NE
What strike?

Al ex stops in his tracks.

ALEX
Damm. | really can not keep secret.
CUT TGO
INT. MAXINE'S CAR - DAY - LATER 27

Maxine sits in her car wwth Alex in the passenger seat.

They are parked across the street fromJerrod who is spinning
his anti-Finish Line sign on the street corner. He's gotten
good at it.

ALEX
Man he has gotten really good at that.

MAXI NE
That son of a bitch

Maxi ne takes out her phone, then dials Jerrod. Jerrod stops
spinning and answers his phone. (Throughout the conversation
we hear Jerrod on Maxi ne's speaker-phone and see himfrom
Maxi ne' s POV).
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JERROD
Yo.

MAXI NE
What are you doi ng?

JERROD
Wrking really really hard right now

The sound of a car horn goes off.

MAXI NE
Ww, it’s really noisy over there.

JERRCD
Yeah, you know malls. So what’'s up?

MAXI NE
| was thinking nore about our
anniversary. You wanted to do sonething
special and I'mthe reason we didn't.

JERROD
It's no big deal. | forgive you

MAXI NE
No, no. You wanted to do it up and
cel ebrate our | ove at a fancy restaurant
and that's what we're going to do.

ALEX
(whi spers)
Wth your friends.

MAXI NE
And I'mgoing to call Alex and tell
himto bring a date. Let's make a big
deal out of it.

JERRCD
Alex isn't going to want to spend too
much noney on her

MAXI NE
He won't have to. |It's your treat.
Let's all go out. [It's our anniversary!
JERROD
But --
MAXI NE

No buts. We're doing this. Love ya.

Maxi ne hangs up.

27.
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ALEX
Thanks for dinner.

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE

FADE | N:

INT. CHEZ JOSEPH NE - NI GHT

An el egant, yet trendy and hip restaurant. The kind of place

"foodi es" bl og about. Jerrod, Mxine, Al ex and Brenda are

seat ed.

A waiter takes their orders.

ALEX
To start. Can we get the ribs as an
appeti zer?

WAl TER
Wul d you like a half portion, sir?

ALEX
Nope. Full rack.

BRENDA
I'I'l have the quinoa and kal e sal ad.

ALEX
That's a good start. You know what
woul d be good with that? Bacon

BRENDA
| don't know, | think I've put on a
little weight.

ALEX
What? That's crazy.

MAXI NE
| think I'Il have the filet m gnon.

JERRCD
(of f menu)
Ei ghty-eight dollars for an 8 oz filet
st eak?

WAI TER
It's Kobe beef.

JERROD
| don't give a damm what that cow got
away with in a Col orado hotel room

WAl TER
Japanese Kobe beef has superior flavor,
fat and tenderness because the cattle
I's massaged with sake and fed beer
while listening to classical nusic.

09/11/ 13

29.
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JERROD
For eighty-eight dollars sonmeone should
massage and feed ne beer while | eat
it.

ALEX
Did the | obster get massages and drink
beer, too?
WAI TER
No, sir. They do not.
ALEX
| guess I'Il get it anyway.
MAXI NE

Ch, | obster sounds good. Now I can't
deci de. Kobe beef or |obster.

WAI TER
Sone peopl e get bot h.

MAXI NE
Then that's what |'ll do.

ALEX
Me too. Surf n' Turf!

Of Jerrod' s annoyed | ook:
CUT TO
INT. CHEZ JOSEPHINE - LITTLE LATER

Al ex and Brenda have ribs, pommes frites and nashed pot atoes
in front of them Maxine takes a bite of steak. Jerrod
pokes at a tiny plate of kale salad. Al ex cracks a |obster
claw, | obster juice shoots into Jerrod eye.

MAXI NE
Are you sure a salad is going to be
enough food for you, Jerrod?

JERROD
Ch, yeah. | know it |ooks small, but
Kale is surprisingly filling.

MAXI NE
Are you sure you wouldn't |ike sone
st eak?

JERROD

l'd love a bite.

He reaches for her plate. She jabs his hand with her fork.

30.

29
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JERROD (CONT' D)
o
MAXI NE
Not mine. W'I|l get you your own steak.

(calling off)
Excuse ne, waiter

JERROD
No, no, no, really. 1'll just have
sone of these ribs.
Jerrod picks up a slab of ribs fromthe plate.

ALEX
That's not for you.

Al ex grabs the other end of the sl ab.

JERROD
| thought it was an appetizer for the
tabl e.

ALEX

For this side of the table.

They play tug-of-war with the ribs until the slab breaks
apart. Alex's half of the ribs hit Brenda in the face and
drops in her |ap.

BRENDA
Ch no.

Brenda has bar becue sauce all over her face and dress.
MAXI NE

You guys! Cone on, Brenda, let's get
sone seltzer water on that before the

stain sets.
Brenda and Maxine cross to the bar. Jerrod devours his half
of the ribs.
JERROD
What the hell is wong with you?
ALEX
What ?
JERROD

| haven't worked in three weeks. You
know | can't afford all this.

ALEX
Yeah, but Maxi ne doesn't know that.
( MORE)

31.
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ALEX ( CONT' D)
But she does know nme. So if | didn't
take full advantage of this situation,
she'd know sonet hi ng was up

JERROD
Doesn't nean you have to order
everyt hing on the nenu.

ALEX
Brenda was going to just order a sal ad.

JERROD
| think you can let the poor girl have
a salad now. Your work here is done.
Congratul ations. You took a beautiful
young wonman and turned her into soneone
who woul d date you.

ALEX
Yeah, | gotta say, breaking her ankle
was an accident, but it really worked
out for ne.

JERROD

Yeah, but don't you want to date
sonebody a just a little bit better
than you? | mean | ook at her.

ANGLE ON Maxine and Brenda. Maxine is dabbing seltzer water
on Brenda's barbecue stained dress while Brenda eats
mar aschi no cherries out of the bartenders garnish tray.

ANGLE BACK ON Jerrod and Al ex.

JERROD ( CONT' D)
She just | ooks so defeated.

ALEX
Yeah, | guess so.

Jerrod | aughs as Alex realizes Jerrod is right, then:

ALEX ( CONT' D)
Maxi ne knows you went cheap on your
anni versary gift because you're on
strike.

JERRCD
What 2! Way didn't you tell nme?!

ALEX
| prom sed her | wouldn't.

JERROD
How did she find out?
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ALEX
| told her.

Maxi ne and Brenda rejoin themat the table. The waiter
appr oaches.

WAl TER
How i s everythi ng?

JERROD
Superb! But you know what? | think I
wi Il order one of those al nbst ninety
dollar steaks with a side of |obster.
(then)
What do you think about that Maxine?

MAXI NE
Go for it. It is a special occasion.

JERROD
It is a special occasion.
(then, to waiter)
Bring us a bottle of that chanpagne
that the successful rappers drink. Do
you have Cristal ?

WAI TER
Yes we do, sir. It is three hundred
dollars a bottle.

JERRCD
Money is not an object. This is a
cel ebration. Right Mxine?

MAXI NE
No wait.
(to waiter)
Make that two bottles of Cristal.

The wai ter crosses off.

JERROD
(expl odes)
| can't believe you let nme order a six -
hundred doll ars worth of chanpagne
when you know that |'ve been on strike
for three weeks.

MAXI NE
Danmit Al ex!

ALEX
Ch yeah, big surprise. Alex can't
keep a secret.
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MAXI NE
Look Jerrod, honesty is one of the
nost inportant things we have in our
rel ationship. You should ve told ne
about the strike.

JERRCD
And you woul d' ve been okay with that?

MAXI NE
Hell no. Rent is the nost inportant

thing in our relationship. You need
to go back to work ASAP.

JERROD
They took away our full-tine benefits.

MAXI NE
Then find a different job. But until
you do, you need to be happy to have
a part time job with the benefit of a
paycheck.

The waiter shows up with two opened bottles of Cristal and
starts pouring gl asses.

JERRCD
(to waiter)
Any chance ya'll are hiring?

CUT TO
INT. CHEZ JOSEPH NE - LATER

They have finished their nmeals. Jerrod pours the |ast of
the Cristal into Maxine's gl ass.

JERROD
Happy anniversary, Maxine. | |ove
you.

MAXI NE

And | |ove you

They clink gl asses, then sip their chanpagne. Brenda chokes
back a burp and then fans away the stinky air in front of
her face with her hand.

BRENDA
| amso full.

She nuzzles up to Alex and | eans her head on his shoul der.
BRENDA ( CONT' D)

This was nice. Thank you for being
there for me these past few weeks.

34.

30
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She stares into his eyes, adoringly.

ALEX' S POV: W see Brenda's droopy eye, barbecue sauce sneared
on the early makings of her double chin. Brenda leans in
for a kiss. Alex puts his hand up and bl ocks her Kkiss.

ALEX
Sorry if | sent you m xed signals, but
| think we should just be friends.

Brenda gets up and runs off. Alex casually continues eating.

ALEX ( CONT' D)
Dragged her down too far.

MAXI NE
Al ex, you need to go see if she's
alright.

ALEX
Fi ne.

Alex reluctantly gets up and crosses toward the bathroom
Jerrod | ooks at it and reacts.

MAXI NE
How bad?

JERROD
The tip will be nore than |I've ever
paid for a neal.
Maxi ne | ooks toward the bat hroom

MAXI NE
Conme on, let's go.

JERROD
What ?

Maxi ne grabs Jerrod by the hand and they exit.
MAXI NE
(to waiter re: check)
Couple in the bathrooms got it.

Al ex cones back to the table. Looks around confused. Sees
the check. Al ex | ooks over his shoul der as he scurries out.

ALEX
(to waiter re: check)
Grl in the bathrooms got it.
FADE QUT.

END OF ACT THREE
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TAG
FADE | N:
INT. FINISH LI NE - DAY

09/11/ 13

The store is filled with custonmers. Bobby and Frank assi st
custoners. Steve conpletes a custoner transaction at the

register. Jerrod enters.

STEVE
(calls out)
Vell |ook who it is everyone! CQur old
friend Jerrod.

JERROD
(quietly hunble)
Hey Steve, | want to apol ogize for the

way | acted the past few weeks, and |

hope there's no hard feelings, 'cause
|'"mready to cone back to work even if
it is only part-tine.

STEVE
Actual ly Jerrod, | was going to cal
you today and ask if you'd be willing
to cone back full-tine.

JERROD
Wor d?

STEVE
Wrd indeed. As you can see, we're
busier than ever. And it took you
going on strike for me to realize it,
but you are invaluable to the success
of this store.

JERROD
(1 oudly)
You hear that everybody?! |'m
"invaluable to the success of this
store.” Wuld anybody like to take a
guess as why that is? Because |'ma
l'i on!

STEVE
That, and the fact that your picketing
attracted so nuch attention that it
made a | ot of people aware we we're
| ocated in the mall. So wel cone back.

CUT TO

36.
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32 EXT. STREET - LATER

Jerrod stands on the sidewalk in front of the mall wearing a
[ion mascot costume. He holds a sign that reads: "10% O f
at The Finish Line when you say the Finish Lion sent you."
He spins the sign but drops it due to his cunbersone paws.
He bends down to pick up his sign as the sign spinner from
earlier accidentally bunps in to him knocking hi mdown

JERROD
Dammit Ranone!

FADE QUT.
END OF SHOW

37.

32



	INT. DINER - DAY
	ACT ONE
	INT. JERROD & MAXINEêS APARTMENT - DAY 
	INT. JERROD & MAXINEêS APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT
	INT. FINISH LINE - OFFICE - DAY
	INT. FINISH LINE - CONTINUOUS
	INT. MALL - LATER
	EXT. STREET - MOMENTS LATER

	ACT TWO
	EXT. PARK - LATER
	INT. JERROD & MAXINEêS APARTMENT - EVENING
	EXT. STREET - DAY
	INT. BRENDA'S APARTMENT - DAY
	EXT. STREET - DAY
	INT. BRENDA'S APARTMENT - NIGHT
	EXT. STREET - DAY
	INT. BRENDA'S APARTMENT - NIGHT
	EXT. STREET - DAY
	INT. BRENDA'S APARTMENT - NIGHT
	EXT. STREET - DAY
	INT. JERROD & MAXINEêS APARTMENT - EVENING
	INT. JERROD & MAXINEêS APARTMENT - THE NEXT DAY
	EXT. STREETS - LATER
	INT. MALL - CONTINUOUS
	INT. MALL - CONTINUOUS
	INT. MALL - CONTINUOUS
	INT. MALL RESTAURANT - LATER
	INT. JERROD & MAXINEêS APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - DAY
	INT. MAXINE'S CAR - DAY - LATER

	ACT THREE
	INT. CHEZ JOSEPHINE - NIGHT
	INT. CHEZ JOSEPHINE - LITTLE LATER
	INT. CHEZ JOSEPHINE - LATER
	INT. FINISH LINE - DAY
	EXT. STREET - LATER


