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OPENING SHOT

2. Fi].E cl ip U.N. building [Day]

DISSOLVE TO:

3 . TNT. GENERAI. ASSEMBLY [DAY]

A giant cavernous room/ at  th is moment absolutely empty and
devoid of  sound.

DISSOLVE TO:

4. Pan shot acroEs ttre front row of deskE Taking in a shot
of  the cards on each desk: "Uni ted States of  America,  "  "Uni ted
Kingdom, "  " India,  "  "Argent ina,  "  et  cetera.  Over th is pan we
hear Ser l ing's voice.

SERT.ING'S VOICE
This is the General  Assembly of  the
United Nat ions at  four o 'c lock in
the af ternoon on a given day. Kindly
note:  the room is empt.y.  But th is is
due not to a long lunch hour,  not  to
the end of  the wor ld,  and not to any
Iabor t rouble on the ambassador ia l
leve1. The representat ives of  the
nat ions of  the wor l -d are at  th is
moment watching their  te levis ion
sets and l is tening to their  radios
much as are the people in the
countr ies they represent throughout
1-ho o:  r f  h

DISSOLVE TO:

5. Large double oaken doore With the t i t le printed on them
on a brass plate,  "Secretary General .  "

SERLING'S VOICE
For as we wi l l  soon see. .  .  th is is
rather momentous af ternoon.

ABRUPT CUT TO:

6. I!{T. SECRETARY GEIIERAT'S OETICE E:KTREDIELY TTGET CIOSE
SEOT SECRETARY'S FACE

Perspir ing,  haggard,  torn.  The CAMERA PULLS BACK for a shot
of  the room, Ioaded with reporters,  tv cameras, and a myr iad
col lect ion of  shout ing' ,  gestur ing,  mi l l ing people.  Cameramen
keep shout ing to the secretary to turn th is way and that way
for a better shot.  Radio technic ians keep thrust ing
microphones closer to his face anci  throughout,  the Secretary



pleads, exhorts,  suppl icates for  a semblance of
the room.

SECRETARY
Please, gent lemen .  Pl_ease .  May we
have quiet ,  p lease? Would you give
me vour at tent ion?

7. Different angle the roon As U.N. guards move
desperately t ry ing to br ing quiet .  fn th is shot
long l ine of  interpreters,  each si t t ing in f ront
own smal l  table wi th a microphone.
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8. Different angle Seeretary General As he rises.

SECRETaRY (CONT'D)
( (over the growing
quiet  )

I  have a prepared statement.  I  Sdy,
I  have a prepared statement. . .

( Iouder now)
May I  read i t  now, please? Would you
give me your at tent ion,  p iease?

At 1-hiS nnini-  arr ias 
--- . .1, .^ l  l r r  r - : lzac hnlr l  =nat = ' l ' l  
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him as he r ises and picks up a typewri t ten sheet.  He dabs at
the perspi-rat ion on his forehead and gr ips the paper more
t ight ly to stop his f ingers f rom trembl ing.

SECRETARY ( CONT'D)
Ladies and gent lemen.. . ladies and
gent1emen.. . f  should l - ike to
recapi tu l -ate the events of  the past
eleven days.

The CAMERA MOVES ACROSS THE ROOM to move down the row of
infernre1-crs es eer-h- ' i  n hie n: l -  i rzo 1.nnrrrra qi- : r r< t -nvsvr: f  Lt t  r t rJ l lqLI  vg uvlryqvt  uuq! uu Lv

simultaneously t ranslate the Secretary '  s announcement.

CUT TO:

9. Close shot Secretazy General.

SECRETARY ( CONT'D)
On the Fourteenth of  March short-
wave broadcasts were received in the
pr incipal  capi ta ls of  the wor ld.
These messages very obviously did
not or ig inate on Earth.  This has
been scient. i f ical ly at tested to.
Rather,  they came from an
extraterrestr ia l  race cal l ing
themselves the Kanamits.  The f i rst
messages were somewhat crypt ic,
announcing merely that  there would
be mult ip le landings made at  var ious
points around the Earth.  We were



SECRETARY
further to ld that  these landings
would be peaceable and that we shoul-d
take no alarm. These. .  .  these
broadcasts cont inued over the past
several  days,  each growing somewhat
stronger than i ts predecessor.

10. Pan shot aror:nd ttre faces of the people In the room. The
drone of  the interpreters '  voices cont inues underneath.

11. Baek to scene

SECRETARY (CONT'D)
At eleven this morning, eastern
scandard t ime, the f i rst  of  these
landings took place in an area just
outside of  Newark,  New ,-Tersey. We
have subsequent ly haci  reports of
other landings in the Soviet  Union,
in Norway, the southern coast of
France, in an area around Rio de
Janeiro,  and several  others.  As of
th is moment we have not seen the
occupants of  the craf ts that  have
Ianded. Speaking on behal f  of  the
United Nat ions,  I  can teI l  you only
that at  th is moment i t  would be
premature ro assume host i le intent
on the part  of  these.. . those Kanamits.
So i t  is  the posi t ion of  the Uni ted
Nat ions that the wor ld populat ion
remain calm.. . to make no host i le
move.. .and to keep in mind that al l -
governments are being appraised of
the events as they happen and have
the si tuat ion wel l  in-

REPORTER *1
What do thev look l ike?

CUT TO:

L2. E\rl l  shot the room As several other people take up this
shout.

REPOREER I+1 E REPORTER *2
Yeah, what do they look l ike? Why
are they coming? Who are they?

13. Different angle Secretarl 'General Who holds up his hands.

SECRETARY
Please. c lenf lemen. PleaSe. As Of

'  
Y 

vrr  e 4 \

th is moment we do not know what they
Iook l ike or who they are.  We know

(MORE )



SECRIiTARY (CONT'D)
only that  several  of  their  craf t
have landed and that-

CUT TO:

1{. Long ehot across the room of the double doors As they
suddenJ-y swing open and several  guards enter along with a
man in a c iv i l ian sui t ,  obviously some kind of  d igni tary.  He
rushes across the room over to the Secretary General  and
whispers something in his ear.

REPOREER *2
What 's going on? What 's happeningt?

Again var ious voices cake up this quest ion.

15. Close shot SecretarT General As he mops his brow again.

SECRETARY
It  seems that.  .  .  i t  seems that one of
the craf t  has just  landed a few blocks
away. One of  the. . .one of  the
representat ives is on his way to
this bui ld ino' .

(he wipei  n is brow
again )

I t  appears that  he-'( ire 
turns to t.he
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-wers n.r-s r- ] -ps,
whispers something
in the other man's
ear,  gets something
whispered back in
turn,  then faces the
room again)

The.. . the "Kanamit"  wi l f  be here
present ly.  He has requesteci  an
audience with th is orqanizat ion.

He looks at  the digni tary again who nods and then looks at
the clock. PA\I OVER TO CLOCK then PAII BACK OVER for a shot
of  the Secretary General  who takes a deep breath and si ts
down.

SECRETARY (CONT'D)
So for the moment I  woul-d ask you
again to al l  remain calm. One of
our. . .our "v is i tors" wi lL very short ly
make himsel f  known.

15. Pan shot around the faces again Winding up on a shot of
the double doors which have been closed, but which suddenly
begin to open. PAN BACK ACROSS THE ROOM, past the s i lent ,
tense faces unt i l  we are once again on the Secretary General .
The si lence is suddenly broken by the creaking doors.



L7. Different angle the Secretarl' at this desk As a giant
shadow crosses i t .  The Secretary GeneraI,  eyes widening,
Iooks f i rst  eye level ,  then slowly raises his eyes.

18.-21. Several shots of the people in the room As they too
I i f t  their  eyes. Over th is we hear the c lump, c lump, c lump
of footsteps as they enter the room.

22. Iuong shot across ttre room Of the Secretary General as he
slowly r ises and into the f rame, obl i terat ing the camera/ is
the giant back of  the Kanamit  who walks very s lowly and
purposeful ly toward the desk at  the far  end of  the room. Al t
we can tel l -  f rom the rear is that  th is is a vast  hulk of  a
being over ten feet taI l .

SLOW FADE TO BLACK: OPENING BILLBOARD-FIRST CO},[.4ERCIAI,_FADE

23 . IITT. SECRETERY GENERAT' S ROOtr{ TDAY] CLOSE SEOII TEE
KA}IAMTT'S FTNGERS

Drumming on the table.  The perspect ive here is that  of  a
huge hand on a very small surface. The CAMERA PULT,S BACK for
a shot of  the Kanamit  s i t t ing in a chair  several-  s izes too
smal l  for  h im. (Note:  We never see the "creature" at  the
same t ime as the actual  people and are reminded of  h is s ize
in his relat ionships to other objects l ike chairs,  tables,
ashtrays, etc. ) The CAMERA MOVES AROUND for a shot of the
prof i le of  the Kanamit .  He is vast ,  a l l -enveloping, and when
he f inal ly does turn toward the camera, we see that his face,
whi l -e humanoid in general  appearance, is al -most as i f  someone
had been sculptur ing i f  and had lef t  the job prematurely.  I t
has two eyes, very wide apart ,  a smal l  opening that passes
for a nose, and a t iny,  a lmost impercept ib le c i rcular hole
fhaf r lasscs fOr mouth.  But when the Creature speaks the facetsevvvv

remains immobi le and the voice has a t inny,  retorded qual i ty.
f t  looks s lowly around the room, then holds up a r ight  hand
in the t radi- t i -ona1 gesture of  peace.

KA}IAMIT
Ladies and gent lemen of  the Earth,
we greet you in peace and fr iendship.
We come from a planet far  beyond the
known universe. A planet far  more
developed than Earth,  but  we come as
fr iends. Our. . .

( the creature turns
away as i f  searching
for a word)

Our intent ions are honorable.  We
desire above al l  th ings to help the
people of  Earth.  To establ ish. . .

(MORE)



KAT.IAI'fIT (CONT'D)
(again he looks of f
and slowly reaches
down and takes out a
smal l -  booklet  which
he refers to.  He
then nods lumberingly,
looks back up)

.  .  .  embassles here and in the near
future to set  up reciprocal  v is i ts
between Earth people and Kanamits.

24. Pan shot around tLre room As there is a buzz of questions,
react ions,  and most basical ly -  concerns.

25. Close shot Secretary General Who rises in his chair.

SECRETARY
Speaking on behal f  of  the governments
of the people of  Earthr we bid you
welcome.

(he bi tes his l rp)
You. .  .aah. .  .vou have a narne?

26. Close shot

KANAIGT
Not in the accepteci  sense, so you
need not make reference to me by
name. But feel-  f ree to ask me any
quest ions.  Any quest ion at  a l l ,  of
any nature.

27. Shot Secretary General From behind the Kanamit,
emphasizrnq the size.

SECRETERY
We have many quest ions.  But for  the
moment I  th ink we are most interested
in f i rst ,  how you discovered us,  how
you know our language, the nature of
your own planet,  i ts  pol i t ical  and
social  makeup-

28. Close shot Kanani t  As i ts eves bl ink.

KAIIAMIT
First  of  a l l  -  we must make the
fol lowing admission. We do not know
your language. And further. . .our own
methods of  communicat ion are mental
rather than verbal .  Hence, the voi-ce
you hear me speaking with is total ly
mechanical .  Your words,  or rather
Your thoughts,  are fed into an
automat ic t ranslator and my responses
are j -n turn el-ectronical ly al tered

(MORE)



KANAMIT (CONT'D)
to s i -mul-ate those vocal  sounds and
language known to you.

Seeretary You cannot sPeak, then.

K$IAT'TTT (CONT'D)
Speak.

(he l -ooks away)
SPeak.

( then back to Secretary)
Not in the sense that you Earth people
can speak. But as to the other
quest i -ons,  our planet is not known
to you astronomical ly.  I t  l ies far
beyond your knowledgeable unj-verse.
But i t  is  a technological ,  h ighly
advanced planet.  I ts pol i t ical  and
social  make-up is highly complex and
I cannot descr ibe i t  to you without
f i rst  educat ing you in some of the
basics of  our mores and habi ts.

29. Close shot Secreta.ry GeneraL As he slowly sits down.

SECRETARY
Vfould you be wi l l ing to be
intenogated here at  our Uni ted
Nat ions in a special  p lenary session,
at  which t ime al l  our nat ions'
representat ives could make inquir ies
of you?

30. Close shot Kanlni t  Who once again l -ooks down at  h is book.

KAI{EMIT
I would be. .  .de1i-ohted.

CUT TO:

31. Film cJ.ip general assenbly [Dayj Long angle shot looking
dorn This t ime loaded to the raf ters wi th people,  each desk
occupied.

32. Pan shot across the desks

Taking 1n the names of  countr ies and the tense, urgent- faced
representat ives of  each.

33. Close shot the podir:n As the Secretary General r ises and
bangs the gavel .  Then he turns toward his l -ef t .

SECRETARY
Would you lower the screen, please.



34. Close shot seetioa of room As a giant screen is lowered
and af ter  a moment the f igure of  the Kanamit ,  b lown up into
tremendous room-sized proport j -ons,  appears.

CUT TO:

35. SEOT OF fEE GALLERY

As thev react.

CUT TO:

35. SecretarT G'eneral

SECREIARY ( CONT'D)
Members of  the General  Assemblyr our
vis i tors.  .  . the Kanamits.  .  .have
graciously acceded to our request
that they appear in f ront  of  us to
answer any quest ions.  we fel t  i t
would be more pract ical  to te levise
the.. . the representat ive in order to
faci l - i tate the quest ioning. This
meet ing i -s hereby cal led to order
and the quest ioning wi l l  proceed.

( then looking over
the sea of  faces in
front of  h imr

Senor Valdes of  Arqent ina is
recogni  zed.

3?. Cloee shot delegate Valdes As he rises.

VAI.DES
Precisely why have you chosen our
planet for  a v is i t?

CUT TO:

38. TeJ.evision screen The Kanamitrs head drops forward, then
]ooks up.

KAt{A}frr
I t  has come to our at tent ion that
Earth has been plagued by both natural
and unnatural  catastrophes, aI I  of
which could easi ly be acted upon and
prevented. We are here to help you.

CUT TO:

39. Secretary General.

SECRETARY
Roz-nrrniz ina I - ) r  l^ taniq T.o\ /orrrro- fhar \vvvYrr l l l r rY vvrr4e ,  errv

representat ive of  France.

CUT TO:



r11.
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{0. The delegate who rises

Lg\tEgItE
Monsieur.  .  .my government wishes me
to ask you the nature of  your help.
What forms wj- I l  i t  take? Indeed, i f
we should not prefer to avai l
ourseLves of  these var ious.  .  .  a ids
that you ment ioned -  your response
would be what?

Close shot screen As the Kanamit reaches down and checks
booklet ,  then looks up.

KA}IAMIT
We wi l l  not  force anything on you.
You wi l l  take only that  which you
choose to take. For example. . .on the
morrow-

(he checks the book
again )

Tomorrow that is,  we wi l l  demonstrate
to al l  interested part ies a new and
extremely interest ing power source
which is atomic in nature and which
can supply a form of electr j -c power
to ent i re countr ies for  the cost of
a few.. ,

(he looks down at  h is
booklet  again)

A few dol lars. . .or  rub1es.. .or
pesos.. .or  what have you. I t 's
extremelv economical .

42. Close shot Secretary'Genera]. Suddenly hearing a loud
voice,  fooks over the faces.

SECRETARY
Mr. Gregor i ,  the delegate f rom the
Soviet  Union.

43. CI.oSE SEOT GRE@RI

A bald,  paunchy man with a s izeable chip on his shoulder,
who r ises and q'estures f  iercelv as he speaks.

GRE@RI
The people of  the Soviet  Union should
l ike to ask the Kanamits precisely.  .  .  I
rono:1- th: t  j -n him nra. iq^ ' ' -  ' -L- !!vvesu srruL uv t IJILT- .  .  y!gUrJgI_V WIIdL

are i ts mot ives in coming here qui te
uninvi ted.  Are we to assume that
your purposes are so total ly
al t ru ist ic that  you have a s ingular
and abiding interest  in helping
others,  and may we further assume
there is nothing ul ter ior  in these

(MORE)



IW r

GRE@RT (CONT'D)
mot ives beyond this vast  humanity
that you have ment. ioned.

There's a murmur of  react ion in the room as we CUT TO:

44. CLOSE SEOT KBNAI{IT

(We are actual- Iy alongside of  h im now. This is not on the
sr:rocn' i  l la lankq l r l . r ,  ) - r ' l ' in lzq hiq a\ /ae

/  r rv s.LJ,  vr{ l l r \u l r t rJ gJsJ.

KA}IAMIT
There is nothing ul ter ior  in our
mot ives.  Nothing at  a l l .  You wi l l
d iscover th is for  yourselves before
too long simply by test ing the var ious
devices which we wi l l  make avai lable
to you. We can show you, for  exampf€,
how to add ni t rate to the soi l  and
end famine on Earth for  good and
al l .  We can demonstrate to you qui te
pract ical ly the pr inciples of  the
force f ie ld in which you may cloak
each nat ion wi th an invis ib le wal-1
absolutely impenetrabl_e by bombs,
missi les,  or  anything else.  We ask
onlv that  vou.. .

(he tooics at  the book
again )

t fUst us- Onlv fh,at  von qimn' l  r ;___- j :  uo.  vrr iy Lrrc lL yvu orrrryry ' . . .EfUS-u

THE CAMERA PANS DowN to where the notebook has sripped from
his lap to land on the f loor.

tAP DISSOLVE TO:

45. Tight cLose strot notebook 1ying on a desk

This t ime in rel-at ionship to the desk and other books. A
giant encyclopedial ike af fa i r .  PULL BACK for FULL SHOT OF
THE ROOM, obviously a decoding room where, I in ing the wal ls
in profusion, are charts,  cyl inders,  e lectr ic cryptographs,
and telegraph cipher machines. There are three men in the
room, but the camera favors Mike chambers who si ts at  a desk
and pores over severai  volumes, conscant ly cross-referencing
with the "notebook" of  the Kanamit .  Chambers is in muft i ,
but  the other two are f ie ld grade of f icers.

COLONET ONE
Wel- l ,  Chambers? What have you got?

chambers rooks up from his work,  rubs his obviousry fat igued
eyes, shakes hi-s head.

CEN{BERS
A corker of  a mig'raine headache and
eye strain.



COIONEL Ol[E
( (points to notebook)

Can' t  l ick i t?

CEAI{BERS
Not.  in eight hours,  f  can' t .  Colonel ,
i t  took us almost a year to crack
the Japanese code and we had an army
of men workinq on i t .

(he point6 to the
papers in f ront  of
him)

This is a language of  peopie f rom
outer space, probably f ive hundred
t imes as intel l igent as we are and a
thousand t imes more complex.

COLONET TWO
You need help?

CEAMBERS
(Iaughs wryly)

Al l  donat ions grateful ly accepted.
But f  showed this stuf f  to every man
on our staf f  and I 've had a dozen
people working on j - t  s ince late last
night.

(he looks down at  the
papers in f ront  of
him, reaches over
and turns the notebook
around)

We've tr ied pretry much everything.
Slngle t ransposi t ion.  Doub}e
transposi t ion.  We've tr ied every
known method of  cryptography that
there is.

rho m: i roq :  aroqf rrro' fo""iJ"inl i" i"[."xr
46. E:KXREMELY TIGET CLOSE SgOT COVER OF NOTEBOOK

There is a s ingle l ine of  strange- looking letEers.

47. Group shot

CEAMBERS ( CONT 'D )
I  don' t  know whether we've even come
close or i f  we're st i l l  a mi l l ion
mi les awav.

cotoNEL oNE
You can' t  decipher i t?

CEAI{BERS
We can keep try ing,  that 's aI I .
Standard,  d i rect ,  reversed,

(MORE)



CEN{BERS (CONT'D)
systemat ical ly-mixed, key'word-mixed,
ranciom-mixed, reciprocal ,
conjugate.  .  .  every nature of  sequence
of let ters that  we can come up with.
But I 'm gonna teI I  you something
r ight  now, Col-onel .  This is a tough
nut.  This is a real  tough nut.

(he looks up to stare
across at  the two
off icers over the
Iamp which is the
si  nol  c ' i  ' l  I  r rminat iOn
in the room)

Tmnnrt :n i -  i< i t?f r r ! i /v !  es.rL,  4e

The two of f icers look at  one another.

COLONET ONE
f don' t  know. That.  .  .  that  Kanamit  or
whatever he cal l -s himsel f  dropped
this yesterday at  the U.N. Al- l -  we
know about i t  is  that  he was making
reference to i t  every th i rd l ine he
spoke. The White House seems to feel
that  i f  we could decipher th is
i rnnk wo mi rrht  be able tO r ier : i  nhersv vvv4t/rrv!

the Kanamits themselves.

CEN{BERS
Do they need decipher ing? They've
r lnno =t  t - -71?ht hrz rrq qn f>r

COLONEL TWO
Parlor t r icks-

CEAI{BERS
(shakes his head)

Therz r lon t  i -  qaom ' l  i  ko n:r l  nr  i -  r i  r -k< -g!+vj \U'

Colonel .  That ni t rate device they
demonstrated in Argent ina th is
mnrnina Q. iv hours later that  soj_Il ( rv! l r r r IY.  VI^ I

had more vi tamins in i t  than a
drugstore chain.  I  know that country.
That 's as barren and frui t less as
any place on Earth.  And there are
actual ly weeds growing in i t  s ix
hours af ter  the ni t rate process was
used.

(he looks at  the
notebook and opens
i t ,  r i f les through
i ts giant pages )

We might l ick th is and we might not.
( then he l -ooks up)

But f  gct  a scrange feel- ing that-



COLONEL TT{O
That what?

{18. Close shot Chambers As he looks back down to the book
and sJ-ow1y closes i t .

CEAMBERS
That we're looking a gi f t  horse in
the mouth.

( then he looks up
again )

And f  got  another funny feel ing,
fAn

49. llhree shot

COLONEL ONE
(a I i t t Ie acidly;

And that is?

CEAMBERS
That i f  these Kanamits are as helpful
as I  th ink they are you two boys
wi l l  be out of  a job.  Probably so
wi l l  I .  And very l ikely so wi l l  the
whoLe U.N. You won' t  need armies or
navi-es or air  forces of  secur i ty
div is ions or wor ld courts.  f  th ink
thev'1I  a l l  be obsolete.

COLONEI" ONE
(somewhat mif fed,  waggles a
deprecat ing f inger toward the
notebook )
Am I  to assume, Chambers,  that  th is
is a scient i f ic  analysis -  or  some
Kentucky windage I

CEAT{BERS
(shaking his head)

f  don' t  know what i t  is ,  Co]onel
beyond an inst inct ive feel ing.  Thls
inst inct ive feel ing te1ls me that
when rhis Earth gets enough to eat,
when there aren' t  any more wars or
diseases or famines. .  .  th is 1s going
to be a Garden of  Eden that stretches
from pole to pole.

50. Close shot CoLonel  One As he i ights a c igarecte in abrupt,
f  Frsc.  \ rc:rv mi l i tarv movements.a w v4 J r \ rv v gl l rv

COLONEI. OITE
Colonel  One
Your opt imism is refreshing, Mr.
Chambers.  But for  the t ime being I 'd
consider i t  a personal  favor,  notr  to

(MORE)



COTONEL ONE (CONT'D)
say a direct  order f rom the Chief  of
Staf f ,  that  you cont inue your process
of decipher ing unt i l -  you can break
this code or th is language or whatever
i t  is  and tel l  us PreciselY -  and I
mean precisely -  what that  b loodY
book savs !

CUT TO:

51. Long shot actoes the roon As Pat Brody enters the room'
an at t ract ive th i r ty-year-o1ci ,  carry ing a sheaf of  papers.
She looks br ief ly at  the two of f icers and carr ies the stuf f
over to Chambers and puts i t  on the desk.

52. Close shot Pat Her face is t i red f rom strain,  but  at
th is moment shiningly t r iumphant.

PAT
We've l icked the t i t le of  i t ,  anl iway.

The two of f icers move toward her exci tedly.

What

^--

D:l-  nninl-q fn

the Kanamit 's
the Kanamit 's

COLONEI, ONE
does i t  say?

COLONEL T{TO
you translate i t?

a sheet of  over l -ay which she puts on top of
notebook. We see the t i t le super imposed over
t i t le and i t  reads, To Serve Man.

53. CIOSE SEOT TEE COI,ONEL

React ing as he slowly picks up her sheet of  paper and stuci ies
it.  PAN OVER TO SHOT OF CHAMBERS WhO WEATS A thiN SMi}C.

CEAMBERS
That makes the cheese a l i t t le more
binding, doesn' t  i t ,  CoIoneI?

(he points to notebook)
Our v is i tor 's l i t t Ie text  book bears
the fol lowing t i t le -  To Serve Man-
I 'd cal l  that  a reasonably al t ru ist ic
phrase.

(he looks br ief ly at
the gir l )

Wouldn' t  you agree?

5{.  Close shot Pat As she looks f i rst  at  the paper in the
Colonel 's hand then over to the notebook, then to a newspaper
draped over the corner of  the desk with a picture of  the
Kanbmit  standing out in sharp rel ief .  She moves over to the
paper and studies i t ,  then }ooks uP.



PAT
Ird l ike to bel ieve i t .  But

(and she l -ooks up
frowning and from
face to face)

f  don' t  know what to th ink.

r . . .

CUT TO:

55. close shot colonel one As he slowIy puts the paper down,
stares at  the notebook on the desk.

COLONEIJ ONE
( ( thoughtful ly and
soft ly)

To Serve Man. To. .  .Serve. .  .Mani f
hope so. f  fervent ly hope so.

The CAI,IERA PANS DowN FROM HrM over to the desk to take in an
extremely t ight  c l -ose shot of  the notebook.

FADE TO BLACK-END OF ACT ONE-ACT TWO_FADE ON:

55. TNT. SECRETARY GENERAI'S OEFICE

There are perhaps eight men in the room, each represent ina.  a
di f ferent country.  set  up on the secretary 's des-k is a 16;m
motion picture projector.  There's a murmur and buzz of
conversat ion.  The Secretarv r ises.

SECRETARY
Gent lemen, may f  have your at tent ion,
please.

The murmuring stops. The secretary points to the machine.

SECRETARY (CONT'D)
The purpose of  th is meet ing is to
acquaint  you with certain tests
conducted over the past week. At the
request of  several  delegates and the
ful l  consent of  our "guests,  "  the
Kanamits,  these tests were
photographed and you can watch them
now.

57- Pan shot acroas the faces of the men As thev murmur
amongst themsel_ves.

58. Long shot across the room As the secretary Genera] makes
a mot ion and the r ights go out.  A project ionist  pushes a
button and the projector s iar ts shoot ing i ts ur ight  r ighc
across the room to a screen set up at  the far  end. The CAMERA
PANS ovER for a long shot of  the screen where we see a Kanamit
seated on a chair .  From his temples to his wr ists are wj_res,
ul- t imately ending in the pal-m of  h is r ight  hand and taped
there.  Machines with dials can be seen at  h is s ide.  They
seem diminut ive in proport ion to the Kanamit .
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59. Close shot t ro machines Two dials,  each with i ts pointer
rest ing at  zeret  then a srr ip of  paper wi th a sty lus point
resf  i  no :o: i  ngl  i t .qYs4rr

50. Close shot seientist in another part of the rooa The
scient ist  faces the audience.

SCIEI{TIST
These are the standard instruments
for test ing the t ruth of  a statement.
Our f i rst  object ,  s ince the physiology
of the Kanamit  is  unknown to us,  was
to determine whether or not they
react to these tests as human beings
do. We wi l l -  now repeat one of  the
many exper iments which were made in
an endeavor to discover th is.

He points to the f i rst  d ia l .

51. CLose shot ttre dial Scientist This instrument registers
the subject 's heart  beat.  This shows the electr ical_
conduct iv i ty of  the skin in the palm of  h is hand, a measure
of perspirat ion,  which increases under stress.

CAMERA PAI1S OVER to the other machine.

SCIENTIST (CONT'D)
And this -  shows the pattern and
intensi ty of  the electr ical  waves
emanat ins f rom the brain.

62. Close shot scientist

SCIENTIST (CONT'D)
I t  has been shown, wi th human
subjects,  that  a l1 these readings
vary markedly depending upon whether
the subject 's speaking the rruth.

He picks up two large pieces of  cardboard,  one red about
three feet on the s ide and the other black,  a rectangle three
and a hal f  feet  }ong. He turns toward the Kanamit .

SCIENTTST (CONT'D)
Which of  these is lonser than the
other?

63. Close shot Kanamit

KAI.IA}TT
The red.

64. CI..OSE SEOT TEE }ACETNES

Both needles leap wi ld ly and so does the l ine on the unrol l ing'
l- -a rra



65. Close shot Ecientist

scrEllltrsT
I  shal l  rePeat the quest ion.  Which
of these is longer than the other?

KAI.IAMTT
The black.

66. CLose shot the instrr:ments As this t ime they continue
their  normal rhvthm.

67. Cloee shot scientist

SCTEIITIST
How did you come to th is Planet?

68. ElrII  shot of t tre room As the men watch the screen-

KNIAMIT
Wal ked.

There's a r ionl  e of  I  arrohf er in the room.!  t t9! ' -  u s

69. Close slrot instrumentE on ttre screen As they respond.

70. CLose shot scientist

SCIE}f,TTST
Once more how di-d You come to this
planet ?

KAI'IAMIT
fn a spaceship.

7t. Close strot machines As they do not jump.

72. Different angle scientist

SCIE}ITIST
Many such experiments were made and
my col leagues and mysel f  are sat isf ied
that the mechanisms are ef fect ive.

(he hal f  turns toward
Kanamit )

Now - I  shal- l  ask our dist inguished
guest to rePlY to the quest ion Put
at  the last  session bY several
delegates.  Namely -what is the mot ive
for the Kanamic PeoPIe in of fer ing
these great gi f ts to the PeoPIe of
Earth?

73. CI,OSE SEOT KA}IAMIT

As he r ises.  The voice,  a strange metalLic r iddle,  but
nonetheless a voice.



KA}IAMIT
On my planet there is a sayi-ng, "There
are more r iddles in a stone than in
the phi losopher 's head."  The mot ives
of intel l igent beings, though they
may at  t imes appear obscure'  are
simple th ings compared to the complex
workings of  the natural  universe.
Therefore I  hope that the people of
Earth wi l l  understand and bel ieve
when I  te l l  you that our mission
upon this pianet is s imply th is -  to
br ing to you the peace and plenty
which we ourselves enjoy,  which we
have in the past brought to other
races throughout the galaxy.  When
your wor ld has no more hunger,  no
more war,  no more needless suffer ing,
that wi l l  be our rewardl

74. Close shot ttre machines As they continue a very normal
path.

?5. E\r l l  shot the roon As the screen goes black.  There is
again a s low murmur of  the voices.  The Soviet  delegate r ises-

GRE@RI
I shoul-d l ike to pose the quest ion
who promoted that c i rcus?

SECRETARY
These tests are qui te genui-ne.

GRE@RI
A circusl  A second-rate farce. I f
they were genuine, Mr.  Secretary -
why was the debate st i f led?

SECRETARY
There'1I  be t ime for fur ther debates
tomorrow, the next day, and throughout
the week. No one is st i f l ing debate.

LE\IEQI'E
(French delegate)

I  would remind the delegate f rom the
Soviet  Union that everything the
Kanamit  has promised -  has not only
worked, but worked beyond our most
hopeful  expectat ions.  The force f ie ld -
that  was tested yesterday morning. A
f i recracker coufdn' t  get  through.
And we suddenly f ind ourselves in
that strange mi l lennium when none of
us need fear a hvdrogen bomb or a
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tEIIEQI'E (CONT'D)
missi le.  We are on the threshol-d of
peace, Mr.  Gregor i .  On the threshold
of peace as we've never known i t .

There's a murmur of  af f i rmat ive response and the disgrunt led
Soviet  delegate,  whi te- faced, turns and stalks out of  the
room.

DISSOLVE TO:

76. A shot of Kan'nit tilt and firring ttre sereen Gesturing,
beckoning, handing out papers,  smalI  b lack boxes, bott les of
pi I1s.  A very sty l ized concept of  g iv ing wich many hands
receiv ing. SUPERED OVER THIS are newspaper headl ines.  They
read as fo l lows: "Fert i l i ty  of  arable land increased by one
huncired percent,  "  "Famine thing of  the past,  "  "Heart  d isease
and cancer cure assured by Kanamit  in ject ion,  "  "No more war,
promises Kanamit ,  ds tests prove ef fect iveness of  ' force
f ie l -d.  " '

77. A STYI.TZED SEOT

Of these newspapers fa l l ing on top of  one another,  winding
up on a:

78. E\rll shot of ttre decoding room night The CAI'{ERA PULLS
BACK from a shot of  the newspaper that  is ly ing on Chambers's
desk. CAI', IERA PULLS BACK FARTHER for a shot of the various
machines, now shrouded with canvas. The room has a look of
decay and disuse. Chambers s i ts at  the desk, hands behind
L. ' i^  ! .^^ l  ^ ! - - in^ i1^ i f  f l ra noi ' l ina Dr1- Rrnr i r r  in r  l inhfr ]_LD rrEO.L.rr  D Ld.!J_I . r9 t , r !J <1 L LIrg glvg_r ,  +rr  I IgrrL

topcoat,  st icks her head through the open door.

PAT
I 'm going home, boss. Need me for
:nrzJ-h i  nrr?

CEAI.{BERS
(looks up and sml l -es

-  
'1. : r r ' t^  , ,^^1. , \

A I I  L LIC wc1L1l_V l

\ Iaar l  \ rnr1 far  anWfhinO? T, ikej  v  u qrrJ urt f  r rY .  ! r  r1

(he points to the
shrouded machines)

This is not what vou'd cal l
of  act iv i ty.

what ?

-  
1. .^^! . . i  * .^

79. Different angle Pat As she smifes and walks into the
room, s i t t ing down in a chair  near him.

PAT
This is the new story of  man I  Nobody
needs to decipher much of  anything
any more because there aren' t  any
more codes simply because there aren' t
env more secret  messaqes.

(MORE )



PAT (CONT'D)
(she l -ooks away, her
voice a l i t t le
rof  I  ani-  i  r ro I

odd.
( then looking toward
him)

T ma=n nnf 
-o:r l i  

nrr  :krnrr i -  hrrdrnrronI  l t tVC,I l t  l I \JL !Vqu+Iry qvvqu r IJu!vYerr

bombs or war scares or insurrect ions
or anything l ike that  anymore. There's
a rumor going around that they're
ooi  no fo c l i  shand the United Nat ionsYv+rrY

ins ide of  a month.

CSAI{BERS
Mil l -ennium.

PAT
Or close to i t .

(she r ises,  walks
over to the newspaper
where we see the
Kanamits '  name in
big black let ters
reneatecl  over and
over again along
with his picture)

How many of them are here now? Anybody
ever f igured i t  out?

CEAT{BERS
A few thousand, I  guess. They've got
embassi-es in every country now. And
for every one that comes -  a thousand
of us take of f  in their  ships to
vis i t  them.

(he shakes his head)
That 's the odd thing. The fantast ic
ease with which human beings make
:d i r is f  mtrnf  s -  n-^ ^^" 

Fr^^" 'vatCh withauJ uJ LrLrErr  Lo .  v l lg qdy LrIEY v

bated breath whi l -e a s ingle person
orbi ts around the wor ld in a r inky-
dink cubic le and they think of  th is
as the most histor ic moment i -n the
h. i  sf  orw of  mA* i . . i  *^ n -^ , ,^  ?I  Iaterr l rJuv!-y v!  r r !q l , lJ ' I I l \ .1.  \JIrg 

-yEC

they stand in l ine wai t ing to get
into a space ship to take them a
hundred mi l l ion mi l -es away in space
and they act  and react as i f  i t  were
a weekend picnic in the country.

iha m:koq :  r roqi-  r r ro
\ . rv rLLq.:ev

with his hands)
The strange and complex sani- ty of
man. Nothing fazes them.

PAT
Z ra rznrr  ani  nn?l) .J-E y\ , /Lr  Y\Jrr lw.
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CEI}'BERS
f 'm on one of  the ten-year exchange
group wait ing l is ts.  What about you,
Patt ie?

PAT
I 'm on the l is t ,  too.  The trouble is
their  quota's f i l Ied twenty-four
hours af ter  they make the announcement
of  a new Lr ip.  But whi le I 'm wait ing
I  th ink I '11 do the next best th ing.
I 'm studying their  language. I
remember a professor of  mine told me
that language ref lects the basis
assumptions of  the peopl-e who use
i r .

(she l ights a c igaret te)
I 've got a fa i r  command of  their
spoken i ingo alreaciy.  I t rs not hard,
real ly.  And there are hints in i t .
Some of the id ioms are qui te s imi lar
to Engl ish.  I  th ink I '11 get the
answer eventual lv.

CEEMBERS
More powerl  I  gave up a month ago.
They wri te in ideographs worse than
Chinese, but i f  I  can help vou in
any way-

80. Close shot Pat As she mcves away, a strange look on her
t^  

^^

81. T9NO SEOT

CEA!,TBERS iCONT'D)
Did I  say something-

PAT
(shakes her head)

I f  you could help me that was the
phrase, wasn' t  i t?

Chambers nods.

PAE (CONT'D)
The only th ing you can help me with
i^r>-

She looks of f .

CEAI.{BERS
Is what?

82. Different two strot As the qir l  f  aces him.
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PAT
Help me get r id of  th is strange l i t t le
know inside me. This very funny
persistent nightmarish feel ing.

CEAI'{BERS
Nightmarish?

PAT
That 's r ight .  A l i t t le s ixth sense,
i f  vou wi l I .

CEAI'|BERS
That te l ls  vou what?

83. Extrenely tight close shot pat As she l-ooks up at him.

PAT

have looked
mnr r  i  l , r  IILLVU Ut l  .

me that maybe we
this qi f t  horse

should
in the

DISSOLVE TO:

84. XT.IT. EUGE EAI{GAR

with a long l - ine of  people,  each carry ing s imi lar  smal l
handbags. There is a fest ive air  even in the somewhat dark.
cavernous aspect of  the room. Several  s igns point  wi th arrows
and read: "Loading plat form this way. "

85. Moving shot down ttre line of peopJ.e Waiting. We hear
I i t t Ie bi ts of  d ia loque.

ldAt{ oNE
Thev fc l I  mc i -hovtwe crn. l -  :  meansrrvJ Yv u q

tFmner: f  r l ro of  qarroni-  ru-q ' i  r r  r lar : raoqeu v uirei  u4^ vs9!sso

on their  p lanet and the sun never
goes oown.. .

wo!{eN oNE
And their  c lothing. I t 's  a metal l ic
subst.ance. Just  beaut i fu l .  Kind of
I  i  ke :  Sni ln (}1\ l  j  71 n/{  * , ,  ^ i  qf  or  er \ .zq+rAv q Dyul l  VVrL,r .  ru l \ j  l tLy D_Luus! aql ' !
+!.^ l^ , ,  . -^- .  r  anr l  t .  horr  i : l ,oLIre (.ray you I<^-^- you on a
conducted tour through al-1 their
shops and you can pick up as much of
i  # . .^- . r
-L L d- yuu wd. l l  L -

MAN TWO
Tf rs - . i  t rst  onF L- j -  L^1jr-- . , ,hon \ / l /11.1e v.^v JJrg 1t \JI_Lqldy w.^_. .  r  _e

oei tharc -  Thorr  t  r ro a\ron nni-  a fOfmY"- uwvrr  yvL

of basebai l  or  something t ike i t ,
I  e:ot tes encJ c\rar\ / i -  h i  nrr  i r rq i -  l ikeJuuu

here. Man, I  don' t  th ink I '11 want
to come back once I  do get there. . .
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r{oldA},r Trdo
And the whole t r ip,  and i t 's  mi l l ions
of mi les/  mind you.. .The whole t r ip
only takes just  a few days.

The CAI,IERA CONTINUES TO PAN down and in one very notlceable
moment we see the Soviet  delegate standing there,  a1l-  smi les,
wi th a rather chubby wife.  Then we reach the end of  the l ine
and we see Chambers standing there.  The l ine starts to move
and we hear the voices of  exci ted del iqht .

VOTCES OF lfAl.I #1 *2 wOelflrll S1 & lf2
Oh, we're moving. Good, we're ready
to leave. Isn' t  th is exci t ing? Etc. ,
aln

85. Different angle the l ine As they move through the hangar.

87. Long Ehot across ttre tops of ttreir heads

Of a giant cavernous door which is now open as the people
f i le through. A space saucer,  Ianding ladder down, can be
seen beyond open door.

88. Moving shot Chambers As he reaches a point cl-ose to the
door.  He suddenlv hears Pat 's voi-ce cal I inq.

PAT
Mr. Chambers? Mr.  Chambers!

89. Dif,f,erant angle Charobers As he turns.

90. Long shot across ttre roon As Pat runs toward him. She
reaches him, out of  breath,  anci  pul ls him to one side.

91. Bro shot

CEAITBERS
/cm' i  I ' inn\
\  u1(r4r+4rY /

You're just  in t ime to say goodbye.

PAT
(looks br ief ly toward the door)
I  know.

(then intensel-y)
Can you get out of  th is? Can you
refuse to go?

CEAI{BERS (laughs )
Ara \ / r . r r l  k i r - ia l i  nrr? T I  r rc haor - ' -  

j  !  i  - ' -
^ !e Jvu ^ruu{rry -  r  vs vssr l  wd,-LLI l fg

six weeks for th is.  And don' t  say
that out loud or there' I l  be a
thorr  s:ncl  noonl  c I  r :mnl i  no ovef the
two of  us to take mv place.
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92. CT,OSE SgOT PAT

n^ 
^L^ ^^^. i*r1.D Drrs o,sd-Lr l  looks toward the door,  th is t ime with an

unconcealed horror.

93. Close shot Chanbers As seen over her shoulder.  His eves
narrow.

CEA}'BERS (CONT'D)
What 's the matter,  Pat? What 's going
on?

911. Reverse angle looking torard her Her lips tremble.

PAT
I. . . I  f inal- Iy deciphered their
language. AI l  of  i t .  I  read their
book.

95. Close shot a suspended speaker overhead A Kanamit's
metal l ic  voj-ce r ings out.

KAI{AMIT'S VOTCE
Please move ahead. You're holding up
our departure.  Kindly move ahead.

CUT TO:

96. Ero shot Chambere and Pat

CEAI'{BERS
Well  ?

PAT
Mr. Chambers. . .Mr.  Chambers,  the
f i rst  page is just  a col l -ect ion of
Engl ish words with their  own
translat ion.  But the rest  of  the
book.. . the rest  of  the book.. .

97. Close shot speaker

KNIAMIT' S VOICE
Kindly move ahead, please. Through
the doors.  You're ho]dinq up our
departure.

98. Back to scene

CEA}TBERS
(pats her cheek)

Wri te me about i t .  I '1I  have plenty
of t ime to read let ters.  I 'm going
up there for  a rest  more than
anything' .

99. Different angJ.e of him As he starts toward the door agtain,
Io:r-r ino har sf  and ino therc He turns CIOSe tO the dOor.  In



the f rame we see the space-ship boarding
the passengers are disappear ing into the

100. Long shot looking back toward Pat

PAT

1 ^1,{^* +! .^ I  r^f
IdLrLrU! 7 LlrE -LA> U

ehin

of

i  har l ' inq rrr l i r rar inrr
\ r .v4Ys+vv-+r. : r ,

eyes )
Not so much time as
Chambers. . . the rest

tears in her

\ t . , r r  l .h ' in l r  Mr
_r ve

nf iha hnnla

ZOOMAR INTO AN EXTREMETY TIGHT CTOSE SHOT of her.

PAT (CONT'D)
To Serve Man.. . i t 's  a cook bookl

101. tong shot Chambers As for a moment he looks stunned.
ZOOMAR INTO EXTREMELY TIGHT CLOSE SHOT HIS FACE as the hoTToT
takes hold.  Slowly a huge hand comes into the f rame to touch
Chambers's cheek, pinch i t  l ight ly as i f  feei ing for
fenclerness. fhen thc hancl  oont- ' l  rz-  hrr f  \ rorv f i rmlv f r r rnsgvrrgvrr^vvv'Yvl .g4-I Ivv. I34!r l r4]

Chambers around and propels up the stairs and they very s lowly
close up. Dur ing the process of  th is c l -osing, w€ hear
Ser l ing's voice in narrat ion.

SERLING'S VOICE
The very expl ic i t  and very speci f ic
di f ferences in points of  v iew. To
the wee ones. .  .  the l i t t1e fo l -k cal- Ied
man.. . i t 's  a marvelous adventure,  a
voyage to another planet.  An exci t ing
sojourn to another sect ion of  the
galaxy.  But to the very large, grani te-
faced inhabi tants known as
Kanamits.  .  .  i t 's  nothing more than a
catt l -e car,  a very comfortable
provis ions ship br inging food from
the other end of  the universe. Like
I  say. . . i t 's  a l l  in the point  of
v iew.

FADE TO BLACK.


