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DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - TEASER - 03/15/02 - GOLD 1.

THE DEAD ZONE

"QUALITY COF LIFE"

TEASER
FADE | N:
EXT. CLEAVES M LLS - DAY 1
Johnny Smith's hone town -- a picture post card New Engl and
village... church bells ringing... as the Mine townsfolk
go about their business at a leisurely pace... noving to
find...

JOHNNY SM TH

taking in the idyllic setting, it seens |ike a perfect

Saturday norning... suddenly a hand reaches up toward hi m
from--
HOVELESS WOMAN VERA (Q. S.)
Heed the still, small voi ce when
it comes.

He turns to see --

( CONTI NUED)



DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - TEASER - 03/11/02 - BLUE 2.

CONTI NUED:
ANGLE - A FI LTHY HOMELESS WOVAN | N TATTERS

sitting on the sidewal k... revealing her to be VERA SM TH
Johnny's not her. ..

J OHNNY
Mm..? You're alive...?

As her hand touches his arm.. she |looks into his eyes..
repeating, urgently, just to him--

HOVELESS WOVAN VERA
Heed the still, small voi ce when
it cones.

Johnny | ooks at her, confused, not understandi ng what she
means. But his nother's living on the street and it's

hum liating... he reaches down to help her up..
JOHNNY
CGet, get up off the street, why
are you. ..
HOVELESS WOVAN VERA
(urgent)
It came to Jerem ah and Dani el
and Anpos and Abraham [It'Il cone
to you. And when it does, do
your duty.
JOHNNY
What... what are you doi ng here?

They told nme you were. ..

She is up now, calling out for the world to hear about
her son --

HOVELESS WOMAN/ VERA
H s work is great upon the earth

Johnny follows her, trying to get her to be quiet...

JOHNNY
Mom .. ssshhhhshhh... stop..

HOVELESS WOMAN/ VERA
Prai se the lord: we are saved!

And this is conpletely enbarrassing now. .. as Johnny | ooks
around to see --

( CONTI NUED)



DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - TEASER - 03/11/02 - BLUE 3.

CONTI NUED:  (2)
REACTI ONS AROUND THE SQUARE

And this all happens very very fast: a rugged MAN#1 in a
funny cap | oading sone lunber into the back of a truck
turns to the voice... a M DDLE- AGED WOVAN#1 sayi ng a
cheerful good-bye to a SHOP- KEEPER both | ook to see what's
going on... a couple of COLDER FELLOAS pl ayi ng checkers

out side the barber shop get out of their chair and nove
toward the sound...

HOMELESS WOMAN/ VERA ( CONT' D)
H s work is great upon the earth

A YOUNG COUPLE sharing a hot fudge sundae outside the ice
cream shop... leave their ice creambehind to join others
who are convergi ng on Johnny. ..
JOHNNY
grabs his nother and tries to end this..
JOHNNY

Ckay, that... that's enough, ma..

let's go hone...
But as he grabs her and turns her to him.. he recoils as
he sees --
HOVELESS WOVAN VERA - HER EYES ARE BLACK

and lifeless...

JOHNNY

reacts... retreats now as he's being pursued by --

ANGLE - PECPLE ALL ARCUND THE SQUARE

are running towards him.. pointing at him.. and they're
pointing at him like they know him.. smling, excited..
it's like they've just spotted a rock star in their town...

MAN W TH THE FUNNY HAT
Johnny! Tell us the future..

SHOPKEEPER
Where's ny daughter?

( CONTI NUED)



DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - TEASER - 03/15/02 - GOLD 4.

CONTI NUED: ( 3)

YOUNG WOVAN
WIIl | fall in |love, Johnny?

And damm, they want a piece of him.. a wall of voices:
"Johnny... Johnny... touch us, Johnny" follows himas
they chase him..

DOMN THE SI DEWALK - MOVI NG W TH JOHNNY

where nore people are comng at him.. com ng out of

bui | di ngs, out doors... people surrounding himare tugging
at him each touch is like an electric shock, his clothes
are being torn... it's a bloody riot right here in C eaves
MIls... and all the while there is this wall of sound..
"Johnny... Johnny... Johnny... touch us, Johnny..."
JOHNNY
No... stop... please don't touch

And as it seens he's going to drown in hands..

I NT. JOHNNY' S BEDROOM - CLOSE- UP - JOHNNY

He wakes up in a cold sweat out of this dream heart
pounding... as we nove in on his face..

FADE QOUT:
END OF TEASER




DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT ONE - 6/3/02 - WHT-2 5.

ACT ONE
FADE | N:
EXT. MAI NE LANDSCAPE - STOCK - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY

A couple of lovely shots in winter (wthout snow)...

EXT. FAI TH HERI TAGE UNI VERSI TY - DAY - ESTABLI SH NG

| NT. CHAPEL - DAY

Cl ose on a newspaper headline: "Psychic Leads Police to
Strangl er Suspect”. A picture of Johnny is right next to
a picture of Dodd. The word 'suicide' should be on the
page as wel .

PURDY
As his guardian, |I'mnaturally
concer ned about the boy.
DANA
(dry)
Nat ural ly.

Fi nding PURDY in the foreground using the light froma
stai ned glass window to provide light to the newspaper.

He wears hal f-cut reading gl asses which he peers over
toward DANA BRI GHT, attractive but dressed down as al ways,
sitting in a front pew, shapely |egs crossed at the knee.

DANA ( CONT' D)
(faux curiosity)
How nmuch is Vera Smth's estate
worth these days?

As he noves to her, he keeps his poker face but enjoys
t he ganesmanship with her

PURDY
You're far too cynical for such a
beauti ful wonman.

Purdy sits beside her, rather intimately cl ose, takes off
hi s gl asses. ..

PURDY
VWhat really happened out there,
Dana? Surely, a cynical girl has
sone rational explanation.

DANA

A cynical girl knows a good story
when she hears one.

( CONTI NUED)



DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT ONE - 03/11/02 - BLUE 6.

CONTI NUED:

PURDY
It is a good story, isn't it.
(mnd working, to
hi msel f)
The kind of story that doesn't go
away qui ckly.

DANA
Not as long as Johnny Smth sells
newspapers.

PURDY
In that case, can | ask a smal
personal favor? Johnny and |
don't have the cl osest of
relationships. | regret that and
| hope it will change. But for
the noment, it would nmean a great
deal if you could... touch base
with me now and then about him..
so | know how he's really doing..

DANA
Wiy would | want to spy on him
for you?

And there's nore to this line than neets the eye:

PURDY
Because we go back such a | ong
way.

He studi es her and despite her bravado there's a fragile
woman there... for reasons only they can understand, she's
vul nerable to him..

PURDY
| mss the features you used to
do for the Saturday religious
section. Now, you don't even
conme to services any nore.

She stands, grins with a defensive, self-deprecating

hunmor... as though it's a badge of honor --
DANA
Sone people just can't be saved,
Rever end.

She exits. Purdy thinks about it.
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EXT. SM TH HOUSE - DAY

A reluctant Johnny com ng out of the house wth BRUCE
nmoving toward Bruce's P-T Cruiser in the driveway. M d-
conversation, fast, overlapping dial ogue:

J OHNNY
You shoul d' ve asked ne before
you. . .

BRUCE
...sure and you woul d have told
ne. ..

J OHNNY

...don't you think it's alittle
too soon to be...

BRUCE
living again?
(beat)
Time to get back on the horse,
John.

J OHNNY
|"mjust not sure |'mready to
wal k back into that school..

BRUCE
Why? Because you're afraid people
are gonna touch you? You know

what -- they will. And you're
gonna have to deal. Part of the

re-entry process.

Johnny | ooks phobic. But Bruce is full of confidence in
him smles encouragingly.

BRUCE
You've got to |learn howto be the
hero of your own life again, John.
But until you're ready, I'll be
the hero of your life... in return
for a stock market tip now and
then. Get in the car.

As they reach the car, Johnny takes a deep breath,
gat hering courage. He |ooks at Bruce and nods okay, let's
do it.

J OHNNY
G ve ne the keys.
(of f Bruce's | o0k)
Wat? | want to drive, c'non..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

BRUCE
My Cruiser...?

JOHNNY
... Time to get back on the horse..

BRUCE
Get your own horse! Nothing
personal but | get nervous when
ot her people drive ny car..
especially those who' ve been in a
coma since their last tinme behind
a wheel . ..

J OHNNY
Keys.

Johnny opens the driver's door, ready to take the wheel..

BRUCE
Besi des your |icense nust have
expired...

JOHNNY

(holding it up)
Renewed yesterday courtesy of
Reverend Purdy. ..

Bruce sighs and throws himthe keys, still nervous.

they get in --

BRUCE
| mean if you were going to have
an accident, you'd know it before
it ever happened... Intine to
prevent it, right?

OM TTED

GLD 8.

As

THRU
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DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT ONE - 03/14/02 - YELLOW 9.

| NT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY
Students still filtering out... no one paying much
attention to Johnny... it's all terribly famliar and to
Johnny it seens |ike al nbost yesterday that he was in this
hal | ...
NEW ANGLE
as Johnny passes the janitor's closet where he had covert
[iaisons with Sarah. On a whim he tries the door. As
he touches the knob --
A JOHNNY FLASH - SARAH AND JOHNNY
fromthe pilot kissing in the closet.
JOHNNY
| sure hope you're not Lars the
j anitor.

The fl ash ends as we. ..

RESUME SCENE

Johnny opens the closet door but it's filled with the
nost daunting array of electronic and conputer support
gear inmagi nable...

STUDENT#1
Are you | ost?

Johnny turns to see a young woman behind him..

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE:

CONTI NUED:

The student

12

QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT ONE - 03/14/02 - YELLOW 10.
J OHNNY

H, no, | was just... | used to

be a teacher here... when this

was a janitor's closet...

about a janitor's closet...

A beat as
sai d.

Johnny noves down the hall.

t eacher's

JOHNNY
...and... and | was |looking for a
br oom

STUDENT#1
Oh... they converted the closet

| ast year when we upgraded to
D-S-L. This is the LAN hub
substati on and server for the
district's WAN mai nfrane.

Johnny stares at the kid wondering what she

JOHNNY
Thanks... for clearing that up.
The office still down this way?

(student acknow edges)

classroom .. her face brightens at the sight of him..

A beat as

SARAH
Pel son's waiting for you.

J OHNNY
| sense a conspiracy.

SARAH
Time for you to get back on..

JOHNNY & SARAH

... the horse'...
JOHNNY ( CONT' D)
...yeah, |1've heard that sonmewhere.
(she grins)

Got to admt it feels good to be
here again. Seens like old tines,
huh?

they share the intimate nenories of tines here..

raising feelings that are to be avoided, so Sarah avoi ds

t hem

( CONTI NUED)

is alittle perplexed about why this guy cares

Ahead of him SARAH carrying
materials in her arns, cones hurriedly out of a
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

SARAH

Vll. | have to run and pick up
Johnny from day school and drive
himto hockey practice and get to
the cl eaners before it closes and
pi ck up groceries for dinner..
how did | ever turn into this..

(sorry she ever started

this since the answer

is Johnny's coma)
...this...

A school bell rings.

SARAH
Saved by the bell.
(beat)
I"'mlate. | better go.
(a warmsm | e)
Good | uck.

He smles as she noves hurriedly to exit...

I NT. PRINCI PAL'S OFFI CE - DAY

Pel son has the sane headl i ned paper we saw earlier as he
tal ks heatedly on the phone..

PELSON

Because he's one of the best
teachers |'ve ever had at this..

(beat)
He's not a 'nut', Superintendent.
And since when am| not all owed
to deci de who. ..

(beat)
| f anyone has a problem tel
themto call ne

I NT. OUTER OFFI CE - MOMENTS LATER

where Johnny waits. Pel son conmes out.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT ONE - 03/15/02 -
CONTI NUED:
PELSON
Johnny!
JOHNNY
Hel | o, Dave.
PELSON

Cone on in...

Bef ore Johnny can avoid it, Pelson puts an armon his
shoul der to escort himin... and as he touches him --

A JOHNNY FLASH - PELSON ON THE PHONE
just as we saw hi m seconds ago:
PEL SON
...He's not a 'nut',
Superintendent. . .

And the flash ends...

CONTI NUI NG ACTI ON AS BEFCRE

Johnny hesitating just a beat as the flash passes..

barely notices...

PELSON
(m d-sentence)
...S0 great to see you up and
around again. ..

| NT. PRI NCI PAL'S OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS
As they nove to sit...
JOHNNY

Look, Dave, if this is going to
be difficult for you..

PELSON
"Difficult’', what are you talking
about ?

JOHNNY

Sone people mght think I"'ma
little odd after all that's...

PELSON
You are a little odd. You were
always a little odd.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE:

CONTI NUED:

QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT ONE - 03/15/02 - GOLD

PELSON ( CONT' D)
Who el se would | ead a rescue
m ssion on the frog farmto save
t hem from di ssection?

JOHNNY
An unfortunate accident during a
field trip. The school board
overreact ed.

PELSON
| want you back, John.

Johnny | ooks at himw th appreciation.

Pel son smi

PELSON ( CONT' D)
We can get you into the classroom
as a sub now and then, but | only
have one full-tinme position open
at the nonent. This m ght sound
like a strange fit but | don't
think so and Coach Fol ey doesn't...

JOHNNY
(realizing)
Phys ed, ne?

PEL SON
And your own physical trainer
says it would even be
t herapeutic. ..

JOHNNY
Pl ease don't say anything about a
horse. 1'Ill take it.

| es, delighted.

| NT. HOCKEY ARENA - DAY

A hi gh school hockey teamon the ice practicing.

ANGLE - COACH FOLEY

| ate 30s,

the build of a forner mari ne, the bellow of a

drill sergeant... he's standing with the father (BILL
PALEY (45) of one of the players, TODD PALEY (18), a
sturdy, outstanding athlete who is far superior to anyone
el se on the ice.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT ONE - 03/15/02 - GOLD 14.

CONTI NUED:

FOLEY
VWhen they cone around the net
drop the shoul der and ride them
hard to the boards.

MR, PALEY
Keep those | egs noving, Todd!

Todd skates by, glances over, picks up the pace..
FOLEY

We're Huskies. W don't get tired.
The other team gets tired.

As Pal ey sees Johnny entering..

MR. PALEY
Your new guy?

As Foley turns to see Johnny who sure doesn't |look |like a
hockey coach as he walks with his cane..

MR. PALEY ( CONT' D)

(dubi ous)
You're sure about this? | heard
t hat he. ..
FOLEY
(overl appi ng)
Dave Pel son knows him | checked
himout. |It's gonna be fine.

He gives an encouragi ng pat on the shoul der to Pal ey,
nmoves away as he yells to the kids..

FOLEY
Okay, offensive drills... no

| oafing...

As the skaters nove into drills, Foley noves away from
Todd' s dad to greet Johnny.

FOLEY
You rmust be Smth.

He sticks out his hand. Johnny hesitates a second but
there is no easy way out of it and he shakes Fol ey's
hand. .. nothing happens... Johnny breathes a sigh of
relief...

JOHNNY
Thanks for having nme, coach.

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT ONE - 03/14/02 - YELLOW 15.

CONTI NUED:  (2)

FOLEY
Let's get one thing clear - this
ain't about hiring the handi capped.
| don't give a hoot about the
cane. | could use another hand
with this bunch and | hear you
know t he gane.

JOHNNY
| played a little.
FOLEY
(sml es)

Listen to you. All-conference
defensive team three years in a
row, right?

ANGLE - A DOCTOR ( COOPER, 50)

is rotating the shoul der of a player, pats himon the
back, he's okay, and sends hi mback on the ice..

FOLEY
Doc Cooper, Coach Smtty.

The doc acknow edges but he studies Johnny who turns to
watch the drills...

DOC COOPER
(to Johnny)
| read about you in the paper.

It's said evenly, wth vague suspicion. Johnny nods and

Cooper doesn't pursue it. Johnny watches with interest
as. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3) 18
TODD

nmoves snoothly on offense as the defense tries in vain to
stop him.. he fakes left, goes right... splits two
def enders, beats the goalie and scores.

JOHNNY
(1 nmpressed)
Who's that?

FOLEY
My conference chanpi onship on two
|l egs. Todd Paley. Just signed a
letter of intent to go to Princeton -
full scholarship. That's his dad
over there.

Johnny gl ances over to the father who is several yards
away wat ching the action.

FOLEY
Todd' s the best offensive player
in the state.

But Todd is on defense now... and here he's not so sure
of hinself... an offensive player (CALHOUN) does a nean
fake and goes by himand scores. (Note: if we go this
way, we may want to reprise this in the first hockey gane
to show that he's learned the | esson.)

FOLEY

(shakes his head)
If he'd just concentrate on his
defense, he could make it to the
pros. But all these kids care
about is scoring.

(yel 1'i ng)
Danmit, Todd. Make himwork for
it.

Todd skates over... takes off his helnet... Cal houn noves
over a beat later... smles victoriously, maybe even bunps
shoul ders with Todd, teasing him..

TODD

C nmon, Coach, you sawit, Billy
gave ne a heckuva fake..

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT ONE - 6/6/02 - YEL-2 16A

CONTI NUED:  ( 4)

FOLEY
(doesn't want excuses)
Yeah. Yeah. He caught you fl at
'cause you weren't noving your
feet. Play the body. The puck
can't shoot itself in.

JOHNNY
Mnd if | try sonething?

Todd | ooks to the new nman with a cane..

FOLEY
Coach Smtty. Qur new mnister
of defense.

J OHNNY
Billy, cone on up the wi ng again
on the whistle. G ve Todd your

best nove... his job is take you
out of the play...
CALHOUN

(enjoying the chall enge)
He's going to take nme out of the
play... | don't think so.

He gives Todd a friendly, teasing push..
the ice...

MOVI NG W TH TODD AND JOHNNY

into a defensive position... helnet still
Johnny doesn't touch himhere)...
JOHNNY
You ever play poker, M. Paley?
TODD
What does poker have to do with
hockey?
JOHNNY
Do you?
TODD
A few times. Does strip poker
count ?
JOHNNY
Ah, | see you play in the sanme

poker game | used to when | went
to school here.
( MORE)

then returns to

off... (note:

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT ONE - 6/7/02 -

CONTI NUED: ( 5)
JOHNNY ( CONT' D)

You know what a 'tell' is, M.
Pal ey?
(off his dunmb | ook)
A'tell' is a ganbler's expression

for the unconsci ous nessage a

pl ayer | ooking at his cards gives
you. He'll tell you everything
you need to knowto win if you'l
just pay attention.

TODD
You want me to play ice poker
with Billy.

JOHNNY

Sonething like that. Just watch
his hips, not his head. That's
where you' Il see the "tell.' You
can fake with the rest of the

body but you aren't goi ng anywhere
W t hout the hips.

GOLD- 2

Todd smles, puts his helnmet back on. H's father | ooks

on at this counseling session with curiosity.

Johnny

nmoves to the sidelines with Foley, |eaving the two boys

on the ice... he blows the whistle..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 6) 18
CALHOUN

catches the pass and skates toward Todd.

TODD

eyes looking for "tells', waiting for the confrontation..

JOHNNY

wat ches. . .

FOLEY, COOPER, MR PALEY AND THE OTHER KI DS

watch fromthe sidelines..

W DER

as Cal houn noves toward Todd, Cal houn turns his right
shoul der toward the | eft board and takes a quick step.
As Todd turns with him Cal houn throws the puck back to
his right, in-between Todd's feet. But Todd holds his
ground and puts his shoulder right into Cal houn's chest,
and both tunble to the ice.

REACTI ONS
as Cal houn whoops and the kids cheer: "All right, Todd!
Wy to go!"... M. Paley is forced to smle... Johnny

smles and noves to Todd on the ice..

JOHNNY
You okay?

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT ONE - 6/7/02 - GOLD-2 18.

CONTI NUED: ( 7) 18

TODD
Got an old hip pointer. Still a
little sore

He rights hinself, takes off his helnmet as he sits on the
ice a beat resting a beat...

TODD
(brightens)
But it worked!

JOHNNY
Yeah, | renenber how | felt *
when ny coach taught it to ne. *
Conme on, get up -- | have a few *
nmore tricks | can show you... *
Todd reaches out and holds Johnny's armto steady hinself
as he rises... as he does -
CLOSE- UP - JOHNNY
reacts as he | ooks at...
OM TTED 18A
TODD S HAND ON HI'S ARM AND AN | NCREDI BLE VI SI ON BEGQ NS 19
as his sight goes into Todd's hand... through the skin
and tendons and bones and into an artery... zoom ng through
the red blood Iike a water slide... all the way into a
beating heart... and there the notion ends... thunp-thunp,

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 19

t hunp-t hunp, thunp-thunp... and as we hold the shot for a
beat... hear the whisper of Vera's voice..

VERA (V.Q)
Heed the still, small voi ce when
it cones.

On the shock of her voice...

HARD CUT TO
EXTREME CLOSE UP OF JOHNNY 20
as he reacts, confused... in the background, Todd noves
over to congratul ate Cal houn..
TODD
Let's just see you do that to
West brook in the gane tonorrow. ..
He gives his friend a noogie as we...
FADE OUT:

END OF ACT ONE
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DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT TWO - 6/3/02 - WHT-2 19.

ACT TWO
FADE | N:
OM TTED
EXT. SCHOOL - DAY
Kids are arriving at school... lots of socializing going
on... finding Johnny (dressed as he is scene 24) wal ki ng

up the sidewal k, glancing over to see --

P.O V. - TCDD AND FRI ENDS SEVERAL YARDS AVAY UNDER A TREE

i ncluding one pretty girl who m ght al nost have a passing
resenbl ence to a young Sarah. Todd sees Johnny, waves...

SARAH (0. S.)
Bring back nenories?

FI NDI NG SARAH

who's joined him.. she has a |ight shoul der bag..

JOHNNY
Mor ni ng.

SARAH
We spent a few hours under that
tree.

JOHNNY

W spent a few years under that
tree. That was our tree. They
shoul d be paying us rent.

SARAH
Awv, let's et "emhave it for
free. In the name of schoo

spirit.

Johnny grins but his mnd is occupied about Todd. She
notices as they stroll slowy toward the school..

SARAH
Somet hi ng wr ong?

Johnny doesn't answer right away, sighs..
JOHNNY

The boy under the tree... Todd
Pal ey?

( CONTI NUED)
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SARAH

(acknow edges)
The hockey pl ayer..

JOHNNY

Had a very strange vision about
hi m yesterday during practice..

| could see straight into his
heart. ..
SARAH
(reacts)
H s heart. |s sonething wong

withit?

19A.

21C

He pauses in his walk, mnd trying to unlock the nystery...

The bell rings...

t he ki ds nove quickly inside..

JOHNNY

That's the thing -- | _don't know.

These vi

sions don't come with

footnotes. |'mnot always sure
what they nmean... I'mstill a
rookie at this...

As Todd passes...

TODD

Hey, Coach, | hear you're subbing
in history today -- |1've got you
first period...

JOHNNY

| want to talk to you after

cl ass. ..

Todd acknow edges, runs off... Sarah reacts to the news,
pl eased for Johnny...
SARAH
You're in the classroomtoday...!
JOHNNY
(acknow edges, a tad
nervous)
First time in alnobst seven years..

SARAH

Just renenber they think they can
get away with anything when you're

a sub. ..

Bradf ord, watch out for

Bradford... and G eenberg, that
little twerp...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

They enter the school. ..

OM TTED

I NT. HI STORY CLASSROOM - DAY

Cl ose on GREENBERG 18, chatting up a pretty girl in the
back row as Johnny enters..

JOHNNY
Good norning. As you may have
heard, M ss Rosen won't be here
for a few days... ny nane is M.
Smth. ..

Hi s eyes connect with Todd Paley who is also in the
classroom Student #1 is also in this class. As he puts
his name on the board, G eenberg exchanges know ng gl ances
wi th some of his buddies..

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)

Just plain SSMI-T-H But you
can call me John, or you can cal
me Johnny, or if you're nore
confortable, M. Smth... or even
hey '"you'... anything as |ong as
it isn't "Smtty'.

(Todd sm | es)
Now, who can tell nme what chapter
you' re studyi ng?

GREENBERG
Chapter twel ve.

( CONTI NUED)
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Johnny opens the book. .

CLOSE ON THE WORLD HI STORY BOOK ( FX)

as he turns pages... and a brief visual effect as his
hand reaches the page that says Chapter Twel ve...

JOHNNY
reacts, |ooks up...

JOHNNY
Are you absolutely certain, M...

GREENBERG
G eenberg, sir.

JOHNNY
Ah, M. G eenberg.

Johnny strolls down the aisle toward G eenberg...

JOHNNY
Because sonething tells ne you
studi ed chapter twelve | ast week.
Whi ch neans you' d al ready know
the material and wouldn't have to
pay any attention at all today.

GREENBERG
(reacts)
| nmeant we just finished twelve.

Johnny touches G eenberg' s desk..
JOHNNY

This isn't your assigned seat, is
it, M. G eenberg?

GREENBERG
We actually don't have...

JOHNNY
Let's see -- right there in front,
that's your seat, isn't it? Away
fromall the '"distractions' |ike

M ss Carlyle back here. Who else
is not in their nornal seat?

Hal f the class stands up and switches seats..

( CONTI NUED)
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STUDENT#1
(quietly freaking out)
Excuse ne, but wasn't there
sonet hi ng about you in the
newspaper ?

And of course Johnny knew this would be comng... he's
t hought about how to handle it...

JOHNNY
How do you feel about that?

The girl shrugs an I-don't-know...

JOHNNY
| mght just be your worst
ni ght mare, people. A substitute
teacher with extra sensory
per cepti on.

A beat as he wal ks to the teacher's desk and opens the
top drawer...

JOHNNY ( CONT' D)

Or... maybe... | checked..
(hol ding the chart up)
...the seating chart... when

canme in this norning.
He holds it up and grins. The kids |augh and rel ax.

GREENBERG
Yo, M. Smth, do you know who's
going to wn the super bow next
year ?

JOHNNY
No, but | know who won The Hundred
Year's War - the question's whether
you do. The answer can be found
in chapter thirteen...

| NT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - CONCURRENT TI ME
Dana pursui ng Pel son. .

DANA
You nust have known that hiring
Johnny Smith woul d generate..
(under st at enent)
...interest in the community...

( CONTI NUED)
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PELSON
So he's never supposed to work
again? He happens to be a helluva
teacher. And you can quote ne on

t hat .
DANA

| will. Thank-you.
PELSON

(we're finished)
I"'mall for freedom of the press.
But | have a school to run

He pauses at the door to his office..
PELSON

It doesn't bother you at all,
does it. \What you're doing to

hi m

DANA
Why does everyone al ways want to
kill the nessenger? | didn't
hire him You did. And when you
did, it becane news. |If | don't

report it, soneone else wll.
Pel son gives her a | ook, shakes his head and enters his
office. On her reaction..
| NT. CLASSROOM - SAME STUDENTS TOMARD THE END COF CLASS

Johnny has been collecting reports fromthe students..
but now has reached one student (BRADFORD) who is

unprepared... and is maki ng excuses for his late
assi gnnent. ..
BRADFORD
Sir, I... ... 1 admt... it's
not quite finished but it's not
my fault... | swear...

ANGLE W TH GREENBERG AND TODD

as Bradford hands Johnny a couple of handwitten |ined

pages out of his |ooseleaf... whispering --
STUDENT#1
(to Todd)

How did he even know the reports
wer e due today?

( CONTI NUED)
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TODD
M ss Rosen must've told him

STUDENT#1
You t hi nk?

Student#1 i s unconvi nced.

RESUME JOHNNY AND BRADFORD
as a VISION begins off his touch of the papers..
BRADFORD ( CONT' D)

See, | found this great site about
the history of France on the
internet...

The cl assroom behi nd Bradford di sappears and changes into --

A DI SCO WTH W LD PARTYI NG 27

Bradford is holding a bottle of beer in one hand, a cigar
in the other... Johnny stands there, watching..

BRADFORD ( CONT' D)
...l worked all night taking notes
and typing theminto ny conputer.
| was going to print it in the
nmorni ng before | cane to school ..

And now t he background changes back. .

| NT. CLASSROOM 28

BRADFORD ( CONT' D)
But when | got up | found all the
w res behind ny conputer were
i ke chewed up and. ..

JOHNNY

The dog ate your conputer.
BRADFORD

Actually, | was going for rats.
JOHNNY

M. Bradford, you're certainly

creative, not to nention a good
dancer. But lay off the cigars
and beer.

He gives the kid a | ook: he knows.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

The rest of the class cracks up as Bradford sits, busted.
To the class --

J OHNNY

And since M. Bradford brought up
t he subject, who can tell ne why

beer

was so expensive in the mddle

ages? Most peopl e back then

coul
why?

dn't afford to get drunk

GREENBERG

Pot at o fam ne

I nte
time

J OHNNY
resting answer but the | ast
| checked beer doesn't come

from pot atoes. Anyone?

The bell rings

The

ending class... the kids slowy rise..

JOHNNY
answer tonorrow, same tine,

sane station.

They file out,
very unusual

How

mur muri ng anong t hensel ves about their
very entertaining sub..

JOHNNY
s that hip pointer?

TODD

Fine. No big deal

JOHNNY

Have Doc Cooper take a | ook, okay?

Real

TODD
ly, I'm..

JOHNNY

Do me the favor. Just a
precauti on.

(re:cane)

Trust ne, you don't want to have
to use one of these.

Todd shrugs, okay, exits, calling back.

M.

Johnny nods hi
m nd wor ki ng,

TODD
Smth. Good cl ass.

s thanks. He noves down the hall; Johnny,
wat ches hi m go. .

28
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DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT TWO - 03/11/02 -

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

Johnny is still thinking about Todd as he wal ks. ..
suddenl y, Dana noves up and wal ks beside him..

DANA
How s it feel to be back?

He's not happy to see her.

J OHNNY
What are you doi ng here?
DANA
| can't resist a hunman interest

story.

Johnny shakes his head in disgust, tries to ignore her.

DANA
You and | need to be friends,
Johnny. Reporters |like ne are
going to be a part of your life
now. . .

J OHNNY
Only for fifteen mnutes. 1Isn't
that how it works?

DANA
You're good for at |east twenty
if ny hunch is right.

BLUE

26.

As they turn a corner, they run into Sarah who can't help
but react to seeing Johnny with a beautiful woman...

SARAH
Ch, hi...
J OHNNY
Dana, Sarah. ..
DANA
The Sheriff's wife... sure..
|'ve seen you at the station
house... | cover the police beat...
SARAH

VWhat brings you here?

DANA
Johnny's on ny beat now.

Sarah's eyes narrow a little.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 29

J OHNNY
Sarah and | used to teach here
t oget her.

And Dana knows all about them..

DANA
(dry)
Yes. So |'ve heard. Could | ask
you a few questions about hinf

Johnny | ooks to Sarah, shakes his head, no.

SARAH
You can ask all you want.
(but I won't answer
them smles to Johnny)
See ya.

She noves down the hall..

JOHNNY
(to Dana)
My friends are very |oyal.
DANA
A good reporter and her subject
can be a team Johnny... they can
hel p each other... |ike Cosel

and Ali...

Johnny noves away from Dana in the opposite direction
from Sarah | eaving her standi ng al one.

JOHNNY
Have a ni ce day.

Dana | ooks at him| eave, glances back toward Sarah, thinks
about it...

OM TTED 30

EXT. SCHOOL - DAY 30A

Doc Cooper is noving fromhis car away fromthe school
carrying medi cal supplies..

JOHNNY (O S.)
Hey, doc...

Cooper | ooks to see Johnny noving quickly toward himfrom
t he school ...

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHNNY
Goi ng over to the rink?

COOPER
(acknow edges)
Getting ready for tonight's gane.

JOHNNY
Can | talk to you a sec about
Todd Paley. 1've asked himto

cone by and see you.

COOPER
The hip again?

JOHNNY
Well, yeah but... has he ever had
any other health probl ens?

Cooper's curiosity is imrediately up..

( CONTI NUED)
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DOC COOPER
Just the usual aches and pains..
Todd plays hard. Wy?

Johnny takes a |long beat, there's no easy way so he gets
to the point.

JOHNNY
Never any... heart problens?

DOC COOPER
Heart? Has he conpl ai ned of any
synptons...? Shortness of breath.
Nunbness in...

J OHNNY
. No. ..
DOC COOPER
But you think he has heart
pr obl ens.

Cooper begins to suspect where Johnny is comng from and
doesn't like it one bit.

DOC COOPER
Li sten, there's sonething you and
| should get straight right now
| don't believe in this psychic
nonsense. . .

JOHNNY

Then just think of ne as a coach
asking you to examne a kid with
a sore hip pointer... and as the
team doctor, be sure to give him
a clean bill of health before he
pl ays tonight. That's your job,
right?

The two men stare at one another. After a beat, the doc
nods and noves on. On Johnny's reaction..

EXT. BANNERVAN HOUSE - EVEN NG - ESTABLI SHI NG

| NT. BANNERVAN DI NI NG ROOM - EVENI NG

Sarah, Walt and little Johnny havi ng dinner.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT TWO - 03/14/02 -

SARAH
That girl reporter was at school
t oday.

WALT
Reporter?

SARAH
You know, what's her nane?
(she knows the nane)
Redhead, with the big...

WALT
Dana Bri ght?

SARAH
How did you know what | was going
to say?

WALT
You said 'redhead with the big'.

SARAH
| didn't even say what was big
about her and you said 'Dana

Bright'.

WALT
"Arl reporter', 'redhead', 'the
big ... I"'ma trained investigator.

What was she doi ng at school ?

SARAH
Anot her story on Johnny.

LI TTLE JOHNNY
On me?

SARAH
No, ny friend Johnny, renenber
hi n?

WALT
The funny man with the cane.

LI TTLE JOHNNY
Not hi m agai n.

He goes back to his dinner...

WALT
Tell himto stay away from Dana
Bri ght.

( CONTI NUED)
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SARAH
Oh?

WALT
She's a carnivore.

SARAH
VWhat does that nean?

VALT
You know li ke the jungle. Certain
animal s are neat eaters and certain
animal s are. ..

SARAH
VWi ch one am | ?

Walt chews... doesn't want any part of this.

WALT
Anyt hing interesting happen at
school today, J-J?

LI TTLE JOHNNY
No.

Sarah throws Walt a dark | ook.

SARAH
Excuse me while | see if there're
any leafy green plants to eat in
t he kitchen.

She pronptly rises and carries her plate in the kitchen.

Walt chews.

LI TTLE JOHNNY
VWhat's wong with her?

WALT
Not hi ng. Just the call of the
wld. You ll understand when you
get ol der.

LI TTLE JOHNNY
| hate when you say that.

I NT. ARENA - NI GHT

Fans are beginning to nove into the arena in the
background... the teans are beginning to warmup on the

i ce.

Pl NK
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DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT TWO - 03/15/02 - GOLD 31

I NT. COACH S BOX 33A

Foley is talking to one of the players when Johnny's

arrival catches his eye... he pats the young man with
encour agenment, noves to Johnny, concern in his eyes..
they' re al one. ..

FOLEY
What's this | hear about you and
Todd Pal ey?

JOHNNY

| just asked the doc...

FOLEY
The doc was pretty unhappy, Smtty.
And | amtoo. This is a good
kid, strong as an ox, and if you're
t hi nking steroids, forget it... |
wat ch these kids |ike they were
ny own. ..

J OHNNY
| know, coach

The doc arriving fromthe | ocker roomjoins them..

DOC COOPER
| listened to his heart, checked
his bl ood pressure, even did an
EKG |'mrecommending himfor a
medal fromthe Anerican Heart
Associ ati on.

Fol ey gives Johnny a | ook that says, 'See?, Everything's
fine.'

FOLEY
(a controlled reprimand)
Come to me with sonething like
this in the future, okay?

Then puts it behind himto concentrate on the gane, noves
to his team.. Johnny reacts... not quite able to believe
there's nothing to worry about.

OM TTED 34
AND
35
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I NT. ARENA - THE GAME - VARI QUS SHOTS 36

Possi bl e nusic cue - song woul d be agai nst expectations -
| ow key and broodi ng. .

We're focusing on Todd's play... his breath white in the
cold air... pushing hinself and his team .. scoring..
the crowmd cheers... sone of this can be in slow notion..

Johnny watches himw th concern..
Pel son, in the crowd, cheers the action..

Todd falls to the ice and stays there for a beat... Johnny
reacts but Todd quickly gets hinself up and gets back
into the gane...

Foley yelling at a ref over a call... the ref signaling a
technical foul on the coach... which only makes Fol ey
nore ani mat ed. . .

Finally, nusic ends, and we burst into real sound as the
horn sounds and the Huski es have won. ..

| NT. COACHI NG BOX 37

As the players cone off the ice and there are
congratul ations all around...

FOLEY
Not bad. Not bad. A wn's a
win. Defense still needs work.
But I'lIl take it. Cal houn, you
| ooked okay out there for a change.
We're still leaving too nuch of
the offense to Todd...

Todd's face is red and he's tired but he smles as the
coach ranbles on in his inimtable way... Todd exchanges
a glance with Johnny who has to smle, pleased that nothing

( CONTI NUED)
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37 CONTI NUED: 37

happened out there. As he noves past Johnny...

TODD
First wwn for you, coach

He hands Johnny his stick and on the touch... we push
into Johnny as he sees ---

37A A VISION - SLONMOTION - FX 37A

Todd is skating... on the ice, he rounds the corner and
his face scows with horrible pain and as he col | apses,
in a continuous pan, finding Johnny standing there on the
ice, watching as other kids rush toward him..

38 FROM OVERHEAD - VWHI TE | CE 38
filling the screen... a black spec on the white just off
center... the canera zoons... slowy at first then faster

and faster and faster, sweeping toward the bl ack spec
whi ch grows in scope and finally reveals itself to be a

pl ayer lying on the ice... as the other players reach him
and kneel down beside him zoomng to see the face of
Todd Paley... continuing to an eye frozen in death. Again,
his nother's voi ce whispers:
VERA (V.Q)
Heed the still small voice when
it cones.
The vision ends as we...
38A  RESUVE JOHNNY 38A

whose body visibly sags fromthe inpact but in the
cel ebration of the nbonent, no one notices.

FADE QOUT:
END OF ACT TWO




DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT THREE - 03/14/02 - YELLOW 34.

ACT THREE
FADE | N:
I NT. PRINCI PAL' S QUTER COFFI CE - DAY (NEXT MORNI NG 39

Three nothers are confronting Pel son. The spokesPARENT
(30) is holding a newspaper; an article about Johnny
teaching at the high school, witten by Dana Bright, is
in clear display... Headline: "Teacher By Day, Psychic
Deputy By N ght"...

PARENT
Wiy would you hire a man with
ment al problens...?

PELSON
They aren't nental problens.
|'"ve talked to his doctors, there's
absol utely no danger...

PARENT
(overl apping his |ast
l'ine)
Excuse nme but a guy who says he
sees things |ike the future has a
ment al prob--...

PELSON
(overl appi ng)
He happens to be a great teacher..
ask your kids...

PARENT
(overl appi ng)
| can't speak for any one el se
but I don't want him around ny...

Suddenl y, she goes quiet as she realizes..

ANGLE - JOHNNY

is standing there. The parents all look at himwth
suspi ci on

JOHNNY

(dry) . .
Am | interrupting somnething?

Johnny | ooks around the room The parents avoid eye
cont act .

JOHNNY

M. Pel son, when you have a m nute,
could I talk to you ?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
PELSON
Come into ny office. | think

we're finished here.

Johnny noves through the parents and nost | et him pass
but the spokeswonman deliberately stands in his way and
just stares at Johnny... Johnny can actually see hate in
her eyes...

PELSON
Excuse us.

Pel son deftly noves the wonman out of the way and | eads
Johnny into his office and cl oses the door... as the
parents react and filter out...

I NT. PELSON S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

PELSON
The sane parents were conpl aini ng
| ast week about the new cheerl eader
uni forns and the week before that,
the school play. | can handle
t hem

JOHNNY
You may not want to after | tel
you why |'m here.

PELSON
(sighs)
Todd Pal ey?
(Johnny acknow edges)
Coach Foley cornered ne after the
gane. | thought it was settled
| ast ni ght.

JOHNNY
W can't let himgo back on the
i ce.

PELSON
Because you... 'saw sonething.

Johnny acknow edges. Pel son sighs.

PELSON
John, what do you expect ne to do -
bench a kid who has no synpt ons,
no history of problens, wthout a
shred of nedical evidence..

( CONTI NUED)
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QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT THREE - 03/15/02 - GOLD

JOHNNY
We'll get it. W have to get him
to a specialist.

PEL SON
And scare the boy and his famly
hal f to death.

JOHNNY
That's only half as bad as the
alternative.

Pel son studi es hima beat...

Sl ow push

PELSON
(beat)
Are they always right, these..
t hi ngs you see?

JOHNNY
It's all very newto nme. |I'm
still trying to understand them
nmysel f.
PEL SON
So it's possible you could be
m st aken.
(before Johnny can
pr ot est)

You were al ready worried about
Todd before the gane | ast night.
And not hi ng happened, he's fine.

JOHNNY

| think we were | ucky.
PELSON

O you were wong. It's a

reasonabl e concl usi on, Jphn. Can
vou really trust these visions?

to Johnny as that central question resonates in

his mnd. ..

PELSON
You think keeping himoff the ice
wll save his life. Maybe. Maybe
not. But | can tell you one thing
it would certainly acconplish...
It would cost himhis schol arship
to Princeton and bl ow every hope
and dreamthis kid has out of the

wat er .
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT THREE - 03/15/02 - GOLD 37.

CONTI NUED:  ( 2)
PELSON ( CONT' D)

(beat)
That's an awfully big price to
ask sonmeone to pay... if you're

wr ong, John.

OM TTED

| NT. HOCKEY ARENA - DESERTED
Johnny enters, preoccupied, |ooks down and reacts as he

sees Little Johnny practicing his hockey, bring the puck
down the ice... Sarah is seated near the ice, watching..

( CONTI NUED)
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DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT THREE - 6/4/02 - BLUE-2

CONTI NUED:
POV - CLCSER - LITTLE JOHNNY SKATI NG

SLOW PUSH TO JOHNNY

And he's asking hinself what he would do if he saw his
own son at risk fromplaying |ike Todd Paley... he | ooks
up and reacts as he sees sonething across the deserted
stands. ..

H'S POV - LONG SHOT - A SINGLE PERSON SI TTING I N THE
STANDS

In fact, a woman... and in this hazy arena light, she
| ooks al nost |ike an apparition... she | ooks very much
like Vera fromthe dream..

JOHNNY
reacts... begins to nove toward her...

| NTERCUTTI NG

THE WOVAN - AS HE GETS CLOSER

but then...
JOHNNY - AS A SHAFT OF SUNLI GHT MOVMVENTARI LY BLI NDS

H S POV OF THE WOVAN - BLI NDED

for an instant and when it clears, she's gone.

JOHNNY

reacts... takes a noment, thinks about what it neans...
and this tine he doesn't hear it, he says it to hinself..

J OHNNY
(barely a nurner)
Heed the still small voi ce when

it cones.

EXT. PALEY HOUSE - DAY (LATE AFTERNOON)

A very nodest house in a mddle income nei ghborhood.

Johnny takes a beat to nmake the final decision, then rings

t he doorbel | .

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 45

A beat later the door opens to reveal MRS. PALEY, 40,
Todd' s not her. ..

JOHNNY
Ms. Pal ey?
MRS. PALEY
Yes?
JOHNNY
My nanme is Johnny Smith. 1'm one

of Todd's coaches at school

She | ooks at hi m dubi ously.

MRS. PALEY
|'ve heard about you. Todd isn't
her e.
JOHNNY
Wuld you mnd if | conme in for a
nonment ?
OM TTED 45A
| NT. PALEY HOUSE - DAY (LATE AFTERNOON) 46

Sitting in the living roomwith Ms. Paley and her husband.
This is areligious famly; there is a Christian icon on
the wall behind the Pal eys, perhaps a sinple cross. Johnny
has just finished telling themthat he fears for their
son's life. They are speechless. And the first oh, maybe
five seconds of this scene are these two al arnmed peopl e
staring at this strange man in their hone. Finally, Ms.
Pal ey finds sonme words.

MRS. PALEY
He's... he's never been seriously
ill hislife. He eats right...
he takes care of hinself...

JOHNNY

Ms. Pal ey, sonetines these things
can be congenital.

( CONTI NUED)



DEAD ZONE: QUALITY OF LIFE - ACT THREE - 6/3/02 - WHT-2 40.

CONTI NUED:
Todd's father doesn't let himfinish... he's seething..

MR. PALEY
(i nterrupting)
My son neans everything to ne,
M. Smth. And hockey neans
everything to ny son..

J OHNNY
.1 understand that, sir...

Pal ey | ocks eyes wth Johnny. ..

MR PALEY
| know you're an old friend of
the principal... | wasn't one of

t hose who conpl ai ned when he
brought you back... Coach said
you knew the gane. So | said
okay, fine, let's wait and see.
VWll, we have now and | have to
tell you, |I don't understand how
soneone |like you is allowed to
wal k the streets...

MRS. PALEY
LBl

MR, PALEY ( CONT' D)
...Let alone teach at our school
around our kids... You're a
dangerous man, M. Smth...

M. Paley | ocks eyes with him.. Johnny doesn't know what
to say. A long beat.

MR. PALEY ( CONT' D)
| want you out of ny house.

During the above, they hear a door slam.. Todd noves

into view, |ooks at the scene in front of himwth curious
eyes... his father never turns away from Johnny...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

Johnny exchanges an uneasy gl ance with a confused Todd,
ri ses, |eaves...

OM TTED

EXT. SM TH HOUSE - DUSK - ESTABLI SH NG

I NT. SM TH HOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

Johnny is working on strengthening his |leg on a weight
machi ne... sweating heavily... taking out his feelings on
the weights... when the doorbell rings..

Johnny gets off the machine, wipes hinself with a towel...

AT THE DOOR
he opens it and finds Todd standing there..

TODD
| made themtell me.

J OHNNY
(nods)
Conme in, Todd.

Todd enters.

TODD
| feel fine.

Johnny cl oses the door.

TODD ( CONT' D)
| don't want you to worry.

J OHNNY
And | don't want to scare you

But as they | ook at each other a beat, they are,
respectively, worried and scared. Moving inside..
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I NT. LI'VING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

They sit.

An awkwar d beat.

TODD
VWat's it |ike?
(of f Johnny's | ook)
When you see things?

J OHNNY
Hard to descri be.

TODD
Li ke watching a novi e?

JOHNNY
More |like being in the novie.

TODD
Oh, like virtual reality. They
make ganes |ike that now.

JOHNNY
God, | hope not.
TODD
Wth goggles you put on - they
have them at arcades. It's cool
JOHNNY

It's cool as long as you can take
of f the goggl es.

TODD
Hey, there isn't any way you can
like do a mnd-neld... to show
ne. ..

JOHNNY
(smles)
If there is, | haven't figured
out how yet.

Todd gathers courage to ask the big question --

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

TODD
So what did you see? About ne?

Johnny starts to form an excuse..

TODD
| want to know.
(beat)

Was | dead?

Johnny studi es him

J OHNNY
Yeah.

They sit there in silence a | ong beat.

TODD
We're playing Orono tonorrow ni ght.
We have to beat themto get to
the play-offs.

J OHNNY
| know.
TODD
The coach from Princeton i s even
comng to watch. | have to play.
(beat)

My parents said you wanted ne to
see sonme kind of specialist?

J OHNNY
A cardi ol ogi st.
TODD
Could it be done in tinme for the

gane?

O f Johnny's encouraged reaction..

| NT. CHAPEL - DUSK

Purdy entering with an assistant... a cell phone rings,
the assistant hands it to him..
PURDY
Cene Purdy.
(reacts)
Yes, Johnny... what can | do for
you?

Turns to |l ook at Dana who is waiting for himin the
chapel ... she reacts to the nane...

( CONTI NUED)
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PURDY
Absol utely. W have the best
heart man in New Engl and at our

medi cal school. 1'Il ask himto
make sone tinme for you tonorrow
nmorning. |'mglad we can hel p..

what's the boy's nane...?

| NT. FAI TH HERI TAGE HEART CENTER - DAY 50
Dissolving, all in the sane |ocation:
-- Johnny watches Todd taking a treadm || test...

-- New Angl e: a HEART DOCTOR, 50 exam nes transparent
catscan type pictures of Todd' s heart...

-- STOCK: a closeup of an echocardi ogram of a healthy,
beati ng heart...

-- Finished with the tests, Todd is buttoning up his shirt
as the doctor |ooks over all the results... he's focused
and frowni ng and we m ght concl ude he doesn't |ike what

he sees... he finishes with the last result and puts it
down, | ooks up and takes a beat... and there may be a
trace of disdain for Johnny noticeable here --

HEART DOCTOR
He's fine. No bl ockages, no
apparent bl ood clots, no abnornal
cardi ac readings. Short of
i nvasi ve tests which would be
mal practice in this case... |
can't see any reason why you can't
pl ay hockey tonight. ..

Todd is obviously thrilled; he turns to Johnny...

TODD
| told you I was fine...

JOHNNY
Doctor, isn't it possible that...

( CONTI NUED)
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HEART DOCTOR

(patroni zing but not

harsh, with a smle)
M. Smth, with all due respect,
you had a prenonition, a hunch
what ever you call it... | can
only deal with real information..
| have the results of every test
nodern nedicine has to offer us..
they indicate this is a perfectly
heal thy young man. Now, it's up
to himto decide what he's going
to do.

The focus turns to Todd who | ooks to Johnny. ..

TODD
| did everything you asked,
Coach... he's says I'mfine...

the gane starts in an hour..
we're going to be late..

Johnny is confused... could his visions have been
conpletely wong?... he isn't sure what to believe at
this point - (note: renmenber this is only the third

br oadcast week of his powers and he has no i dea how
reliable they may or may not be). But he has no choice,
he rises, preparing to |eave...

HEART DOCTOR
Hope you w n.

Johnny gl ances back at the doctor and exits..

OM TTED
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
I NT. ARENA - NI GHT

The crowd filing in for the gane. Teans are warm ng up.

| NT. COACHES BOX
Foley giving late instructions to the team..

FOLEY
We have to beat themto every
| ost puck. We have to out hit
them and out skate them

Johnny and Todd arrive late... Todd quickly puts his skates

on... Johnny gets a glare fromFoley... a horn sounds
signalling the teans to take the ice..

FOLEY (CONT' D)
Let them know whose rink they're
in. Let's go!

A quick cheer... as they nove onto the ice, Foley gives
Johnny an angry | ook --

FOLEY
See ne after the gane.

OM TTED

I NT. ARENA - WALT AND SARAH

are arriving to see the gane... Walt, in casual clothes,
sees --

ANGLE - DANA

approaching along the aisle several yards away... she
sees Sarah. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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WALT
Eveni ng Dana.
DANA
Sheriff.
They pass each other... the two wonen don't acknow edge
each other... Walt observes his wife with an anused
gl ance. ..
SARAH
Sonet hi ng on your m nd?
WALT
Nope.
NEW ANGLE - BRUCE
isin the cromd too... so is --

PELSON

who is with the coach from Princeton, we know this because
of the Princeton logo on his jacket, and M. and Ms.
Pal ey.

THE TEAM

on the ice... students cheer... the Husky mascot junps up
and down... Todd is the |last one on the ice..

JOHNNY

steps up onto the bench at the opposite end of Fol ey.
Fol ey ignores him..

BRUCE

wat ches Johnny... can see the concern on his face..
DANA

talking to a still photographer..

( CONTI NUED)
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DANA
Todd Pal ey, nunber eleven... don't
I et himout of your sights for a
second. .. our |ocal psychic thinks

he's gonna have a heart attack..
| want it on film..

THE GAME BEG NS

with the square off at center ice..

TODD

takes control of the puck and noves it down the ice..

FOLEY
FOLEY
Come on, dunp and chase, dunp and
chase.
JOHNNY
watches... a whistle blows... a penalty on the Huskies..
FOLEY

(scream ng at the ref)
VWhat are you calling?! That was
clean! This is hockey, not
basketball! You're allowed to
hit the guy with the puck, ref!

MORE OF THE GAME - VARI QUS SHOTS

of action... and the people we know in the stands..
Todd scores... Huskies 1-0... the other side, we'll cal
them the Eagles, score... 1-1... Foley excoriating the
refs...
FOLEY
Call it both ways! Call it both
ways!

The ref points a warning finger at him..

48.

More scoring... the Eagles are up 2-1 now... cheerl eaders
yel | encouragenent to the Huskies... Todd pushing hinself,
harder and harder... he scores again... 2-2... but he's
seriously out of breath... Johnny watches

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)

him.. so does Dana... so does Pel son..

But Todd forces hinself back into the action and gets

back on defense... there are only four mnutes left on
the cl ock. ..

Fol ey waves his arm wurging his teamto take it to them..
no |l et down, no fatigue..

FOLEY
Head man, head man... Cone on,
Todd... keep the | egs punping...

Todd finds an i nner resource and cones down the ice..

scores... but the referee whistle had bl own and the ref
waves off the Huskies' goal... the ref signals an offside
call... Foley goes berserk at the ref...

FOLEY

You' re BLEEPi ng crazy! You never
BLEEPi ng saw it! You were on the
ot her si de!

The ref calls a technical on Foley...

FOLEY
BLEEP you.

Fol ey, standi ng behind his players on the bench, grabs a
few of the extra sticks to the side and throws them onto
the ice... the crowd reacts... the ref signals Foley to
| eave the bench area throwing himout of the gane.

In the stands, Pel son shakes hi s head..

The ref signals to the score keeper he's assessing a bench
m nor, then points to Johnny.

REFEREE
The team s yours, coach

And as we push into Johnny, he realizes it is in his hands

now. And it cones down to the very basic question that
Pel son asked him How nuch does he trust these visions?
The referee blows the whistle and play resunes (one Husky
in the penalty box for the coach's outburst). Tine on
the clock starts running down from 3: 35..

And now focus on intercutting between...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (4) 54
TODD

on the ice and..

J OHNNY

in the coach's box... pushing to close ups... as Johnny
tries to decide what to do -- coach to win or heed the
still small voice...

JOHNNY' S POV - THE CLOCK

ticking down... rack focus to the crowd... finding one
woman not cheering... staring straight at him.. the sane
woman. .. perhaps even in the sane seat as he saw her in
the practice... and there's no doubt this tine, it is

Vera Smth and all sound di sappears as Johnny sees her
| ooki ng straight at him..

JOHNNY

reacts... his eyes narrow. ..

JOHNNY' S POV - SAME AS BEFORE - SOUND RESUMES

except it's a different woman in the sane seat now... and
she starts to clap to the rhythm of the cheerl eaders
chants. ..

JOHNNY

reacts, was his mnd playing tricks on hin? He puts his
hands up to signal for a time out. The ref calls tine
out. There is 1:22 left (and the Husky penalty has ended).

The team nobves to himfor instructions..

JOHNNY
Ckay guys, | want to dunp the
puck low and | want the defensenen
to pinch the high slot. Let's
get the puck back to the point
and create traffic in front of
the net. Cal houn, center.
(beat, to Todd)
Take a seat, Todd.

Todd can't believe his ears... the other players exchange
gl ances. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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TODD
VWhat are you tal ki ng about.
There's one-twenty-two | eft and
we're tied.

He | ocks eyes with Johnny.

TODD
You're crazy. |'m playing...

The horn sounds ending the tinme out. Todd starts to go
back on the ice but Johnny gets the ref's attention.

JOHNNY
(to the ref,
i dentifying Todd)
Substi tution.

He sends an extrenely reluctant Cal houn on the ice..

LONG SHOT
as the ref escorts an angry Todd back to the box... who
throws his stick angrily to the ground... the crowd begins

to realize that Johnny has taken Todd out of the gane...
t he boo birds begin...

REACTI ONS ARCUND THE ARENA - PELSON

talking animatedly to the Princeton coach, shaking his
head. . .

MR, PALEY

scream ng epithets at Johnny...

WALT AND SARAH
WALT

He's taking our best player out
of the ganme?!

BRUCE

reacts to the boos...

( CONTI NUED)
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DANA
on the other hand, smles.
DANA
(to the phot ographer)
You've got to admt, he's got
bal | s.

Boos sweep the arena as..

PLAY RESUVMES

and the Huskies are trying to adjust to losing their |eader

but they're disorgani zed and over-matched... and the Eagles
score again as tinme runs out... win 3-2 and if you thought
there were boos before... this is deafening and..

TODD

i s sul king...

JOHNNY

hangs his head as..

THE CLOCK

runs out... the buzzer sounds... and

THE EAGLES

celebrate... and the Huskies throw their gear down, upset
and angry... the boos swell... and now --

W DER

as people start throw ng things... paper cups, prograns,

all ainmed at --

JOHNNY

...he ducks... but several hit him.. he has one nore eye
contact with Todd... who wal ks di sgustedly into the tunnel
to the |l ocker room.. Johnny just stands there al one now

( CONTI NUED)
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letting the junk bounce off himw thout reacting... until
Bruce arrives and ushers himinto the darkness bel ow t he

gr andst and. . .
DI SSOLVE TGO

| NT. ARENA TUNNEL - NI GHT 55
Johnny and Pel son al one.

J OHNNY
| wish | could explain. | can't.
It doesn't nmke sense to ne a | ot
of the tine.

PEL SON
It's out of my hands now, John.
The school board has already called
an energency session.

JOHNNY
"1l save themthe trouble. Hell
Dave, we both knew it wasn't going
to work even before tonight.

PELSON
You're a natural born teacher,
John.
J OHNNY
Yeabh. | Iove to teach
PELSON
What are you going to do?
J OHNNY
That's... the one vision of the

future | can't see.

I NT. SCHOCL PARKI NG LOT - NI GHT 55A

The Pal eys are getting into their car... parents in the
front, Todd in the back; Todd carrying a duffel.

MR. PALEY
Coach Harrod said in all his years
of recruiting at Princeton he'd
never seen anything like it... it
was |ike your coach had a bet on
the other team..

( CONTI NUED)
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TODD
| can't believe ny high schoo
career ends like this..

| NT. FRONT SEAT OF THE CAR - CONTI NUOUS 55B
Todd in the back seat, out of view ..

MRS. PALEY
You think he's going to be fired?

MR, PALEY
Ch, he won't be showing his face
around here for a long tine, right,
Todd?

Todd doesn't answer.

MR. PALEY
Todd? Todd!

The parents turn around and as their eyes react to what
t hey see...

FADE QUT.
OM TTED 55C
FADE | N:
| NT. POST-OP ROOM - EARLY MORNI NG DAY - HEART MONI TORS 55D
BEEPI NG

Extrenely sl ow nove across the frightening equipnent to
find Todd in bed... and then continuing to see M & Ms.
Pal ey studying him.. in post op, still unconscious..
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56 OM TTED 56
THRU THRU
57A 57A
58 THE HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS 58

Johnny and Bruce waiting there... down the hall, they see

the heart doctor still in his surgical gown, wal king down

the long corridor... the long wal k builds up the tension

of what he's going to say... he ignores Johnny and wal ks

into --
A58 THE POST OP ROOM - CONTI NUOUS A58

...and goes directly to the Paleys. Bruce and Johnny
stand at the door, outsiders to the scene..

HEART DOCTOR
We found a type of paroxysma
tachycardia - an abnormality in
the heart's electrical system

MRS. PALEY
He'll be all right?

HEART DOCTOR

(nods)
It was a noderate cardi ac
arrhythm a and he's strong.
Coul d have been a |lot worse. If
it had struck at the peak of an
athletic performance...

(he 1 ooks at Johnny)
...he mght not have been so
fortunate.

(beat)
He shoul d be waking up any tine
now.

As the doctor exits past Johnny, the Paleys' eyes are
drawn to him.. M. Paley |looks at him unable to express
his appreciation in words, and finally a tear runs down
hi s cheek and he nods, thank-you. Johnny smles, nods
back, understandi ng; no words need to be said.

Todd stirs in his bed... and his parents nove to his
side... she takes his hand... his eyes are still woozy
from anest hesi a. ..
MRS. PALEY
The doctor says you're going to
be fine, Todd.

And because he owes this (and a ot nore) to Johnny --

( CONTI NUED)
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MR, PALEY
There's soneone here to see you.

And he turns to Johnny, notions inviting himin, no |onger
considering himthe outsider. Johnny noves to Todd's

bedsi de... | ooks down at Todd. .
JOHNNY
Hey, man. Have | got a physi cal
t herapi st for you. Bruce'll have
you up and running wind sprints

in no tine.

Todd nanages a smle. Gateful tears roll down the cheeks
of Ms. Paley as she holds her son's hand and in a whisper,
says a qui et prayer...

MRS. PALEY
Thank the Lord. H's work is great
upon the earth.

Johnny reacts as he hears the echo fromhis dream..
CUT TO
OM TTED 58A

EXT. COUNTY HOSPI TAL - DAY 59

As Johnny cones out with Bruce, WAlt neets himat the
door. ..

WALT
Dana's story is page one this
nmorni ng. Every reporter in the
county is out here. You're gonna
need sone help getting to your
car.

Johnny reacts and as Walt guides the way, they turn a
corner to reveal a huge nob of reporters and townspeopl e
waiting for him.. they swarmaround him.. m crophones
are shoved in his face...

( CONTI NUED)
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REPORTERS
(ad lib)
Johnny... Johnny... talk to us,
Johnny. . .

Johnny tries to ignore them.. but his eyes are caught by
a face - Man#1 is wearing the sane funny hat but now he's
shooting pictures with a still camera... and there's
Wman#1 and the Shopkeeper, hol ding m crophones, and the
A d Checkers Players and the Young Couple - faces he's
seen before in his dream- except now they're all nedia
people in the surging crowd...

REPORTERS
(ad 1ib)
Johnny. .. Johnny... give us a break,

Johnny... what did you see... how
did you know it was going to
happen. ..

They're on all sides of himnow - reaching to touch him..
and Johnny is very nmuch aware that his dreamis being
realized... sone of our shots even match the shots from
the dream ..

CLOSE ON JOHNNY

as hands reach out to him..

REPORTERS ( CONT' D)
Johnny. .. Johnny...

VWALT
Make way. G ve us sone room
here. ..

And this all happens very fast:

AN ARM OF SQOVEONE

brushes agai nst Johnny. ..
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A JOHNNY FLASH - A STRANGE | NCONGRUOUS VI SION OF A SHARK 60
AT A BEACH ( STOCK)

RESUVE JOHNNY 61
as he reacts, what the hell was that?

REPORTERS ( CONT' D)
...have you talked to his parents..
is he going to be okay?

WALT AND BRUCE

bl ock for him.. but they can't stop people from..

BRUSHI NG UP AGAI NST HI M Yl ELDI NG - -

ANOTHER JOHNNY FLASH - A LINE OF COCAI NE BEI NG SNORTED 62
(STOCK) . . .

ANOTHER BRUSH

ANOTHER JOHNNY FLASH - A MAN DRESSI NG I N WOVAN S CLOTHI NG 63
( STOCK)

RESUME J OHNNY 64

JOHNNY
Pl ease. Stop..

Bruce is getting angry now...

BRUCE
Get that out of his face...

He's pushed hard and he loses it, elbows a reporter..

now there's even nore chaos... finding Dana in the crowd
reachi ng out, grabbing Johnny's arm..
DANA
Johnny. . .

ANOTHER JOHNNY FLASH - DANA AND JOHNNY IN BED MAKI NG LOVE 65

RESUME J OHNNY 66

stares at Dana as he's swept away, drowning in hands..
as his reality is overwhelned with..
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CASCADI NG FLASHES FROM THEI R TOUCH ( VARI QUS STCOCK SHOTS) 67

conpl etely incongruous and unrel ated i nages as avail abl e.
For exanple: a body at the bottomof a pool, a pit bul
attacki ng, a baby being born, two dice rolling a seven, a
bottle of scotch spilling, an organ playing "Here Cones
The Bride", sonmebody falling in md-air..

A CAR DOOR SLAMS 68

And Johnny finds hinself inside Bruce's car... staring
out the w ndow at --

JOHNNY' S POV - THE MOB

that now defines his life. Bruce gets in and starts the
car and pulls out of the lot... as we dwell for a |long
beat on Johnny who wonders what his life is going like
now. . .

BRUCE
It's okay. [It's gonna be okay.

Johnny's not at all sure. And neither are we as we...
FADE COUT.

END OF ACT FOUR

THE END
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