
earlnewton
Note
Actually, these notes are all from a screenwriting perspective, as I did not direct this episode of Stranger Things.



earlnewton
Note
This script is actually inspired the entire idea of doing Stranger Things.  I wrote this script as an entry for a writing competition (placed reasonably well), and once I realized how quickly a script could conceivably be written, and how perfect the short-form television format was suited to telling a variety of interesting science fiction stories, I leaped at the chance immediately. 







earlnewton
Note
I tried to ride a balance of emasculation versus hope.  If Carl came off too whiny or whipped, I felt the audience would stop identifying with him.  I wanted to create the feeling that he still loved her deeply, but it's a love that's been calloused by years of emotional rejection.





earlnewton
Note
Working this in was a real challenge.  Audiences are soo sharp, whenever a non-sequitor appears, they start to question.  I was betting the audience would buy into this as a character flaw.





earlnewton
Note
I loved this moment, because the initial draw of the story is the peculiarity of the mother-in-law/cloning angle.  It's not till this moment that the real idea of the story - the fracture of this marriage - comes to the forefront.












